VARSITY ARTS

Artist of the Year for 3D visual
arts: Jung Min Lee

Jung Min Lee of Crean Lutheran High School is the Artist of the Year in the discipline
of 3D visual arts. (Photo by Leonard Ortiz/Orange County Register/SCNG)
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Only 19 and yet to graduate high school, Jung Min Lee nevertheless is certain
about what she wants to create as an artist: change.
Whether it’s through the colorful stroke of a paint brush or provocative use of a
child’s toy, Lee, a senior at Crean Lutheran High in Irvine, envisions a role for
herself in getting other people to see the world and the issues of the day
differently than they might have otherwise.
“Much of my portfolio feeds off my desire to bring to light the issues that plague
our world,” said Lee, whose sensitivity to world events is deepened by her own
life experience.

She was born in South Korea and raised at various times in her native country,
Ecuador, and both coasts of the United States.
Her art teacher at Crean, Anna Bloomfield, noted how time spent in different
countries has shaped Lee’s life and artistry: “She has a worldview of empathy
towards others, makes friends easily, and sees the world in a very different light.
Her maturity is far beyond any high schooler I know.”
Issues that deeply concern Lee include the plight of Syrian refugees and the
carnage of the October mass shooting in Las Vegas. Her provocative work on
such topics has earned her the honor of being named the Orange County
Register’s 2018 Artist of the Year in 3D visual arts.
Consider the twin pieces she did with guns as the focal point, meant to be looked
at together for maximum effect. Both depict the kind of automatic assault rifles
typically used in mass shootings – one done on canvas using red spangles and
the other a set of six toy guns wrapped in yarn of varying purple shades and
suspended on a wooden frame with criss-crossing strings.
Lee placed the toy gun art in front of the larger spangle art to show the judges on
the 3D panel how she meant the two pieces to be considered.
“That’s really powerful,” said freelance art writer Liz Goldner as she stood with
the other seven judges pondering Lee’s work. “Your pieces all have a message for
the world.”
Later, Lee explained that she develops her contemporary interpretations on
what’s happening in the world through an old-fashioned medium: newspapers.
She likes to read about social issues.
Already, she is stirring strong feelings.
A photograph of Lee posing beside one of the gun art pieces that ran two weeks
ago in The Register when she was announced as a semifinalist for Artist of the
Year in 2D visual arts – her talents made her a two-time nominee – prompted
one reader to call an editor and complain.
Rather than be upset, Lee smiled when she heard about that call, happy she had
made someone pay attention.
“I want people to react to my artwork and think about the world.”
Lee is headed for Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, Rhode Island.

Beyond her artwork, the judges cited the way Lee’s confidence, honesty, and
maturity made her stand out.
Alicia Archunde, who teaches 3D design at Buena Park High, liked that Lee could
articulate her decision-making process in her use of certain colors: “There was
meaning behind why it was this and not something else.”
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3D MIXED MEDIA ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Jung Min Lee, Crean Lutheran High
School

Jung Min Lee of Crean Lutheran High School is a 3D visual arts semi-finalist in the
specialty of 3D mixed media. (Photo by Leonard Ortiz/Orange County Register/SCNG)

She has a message for the world. Her keen interest in social issues and
exploration of different mediums is indicative of the way artists spend their lives
searching.

