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A Note from the Principal:
Welcome to the HOLIDAY SEASON! I can’t
believe we are well into our second nine weeks of
school and the holiday season has begun. I hope
all of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. I am so
thankful to be a part of this wonderful Horace
Mann family!
As some of you may know, the Indiana Area
School District is exploring participation in an
international program by hosting Chinese students and I am proud to announce that Horace
Mann Elementary has offered to be the host
building! We are so excited! This is such a
grand opportunity being offered to the students
who attend Horace Mann and the international
students. I would like to thank my willing team
of teachers, staff members, and all of the families who are hosting student(s) for playing an
integral part of this exciting opportunity for our
students and district families.
It is so important for children to learn that
hard work is what it takes to be successful and
mistakes are challenges to be solved! Please
help your child view challenges and mistakes as
energizing, rather than intimidating, by reinforcing that mistakes offer us opportunities to
learn, and it is honorable to spend extra time
figuring out where an error occurred. This important foundation aids in children remediating
by perseverance and will help them become more
confident life-long learners. I look forward to
continuing to work with your families, the students and teachers, to continue to build this sol-

Ms. Brenda Ambrisco
Guidance Counselor
id foundation for a positive, hard-working and successful future.
There is a vibrant and warm feeling that is evident
throughout the Horace Mann building this holiday
season and an atmosphere that brings a smile to
everyone’s faces. It is so nice to see! With the
holiday break just around the corner, the excitement and anticipation associated with the seasonal
activities can tend to distract students and diminish their academic focus. Please help your children
maintain their focus and encourage them to give a
100% effort all the way through until we get
through the December break.
Horace Mann would like to thank the PTA and all
of the parent volunteers for the time and effort
that was put into the Fall Party! The students enjoyed their time and all of the wonderful activities. It was so nice to walk around and see the
children truly enjoying themselves and having
fun! Thank you for providing this wonderful experience for the children at Horace Mann.
Horace Mann would also like to thank the PTA and
all of the parent volunteers for the amazing gifts
and opportunity to shop at the Holiday Shop! The
children love that they can purchase affordable
items for their loved ones!

(Continued on page 2)

Mrs. Moore and Mrs.Scnheider 5th ELA
Mrs. Moore’s and Mrs. Schneider's ELA students
are continuing to be wonderful reading and writing machines! They have been working very
hard! In reading, we will be working on a theme
unit. Students will continue to read a variety of
genres and use schema and text evidence to determine a theme. In addition, students will focus
on analyzing the text thoroughly. In writing, we
will focus on writing a TDA. Your child will write a
TDA response to a text that requires them to
have a claim, analysis, and draw evidence from
the passage. Students will continue to incorporate descriptive details and figurative language
into their writing. They’ll also continue to produce
strong introductions and conclusions.
How can you help at home? Talk with your child
about what they are reading and writing in
class. Ask them questions about the characters
and events in their books. Give them ideas on how
to make the stories they’re writing more interesting. Thank you all for your ongoing support. We look forward to continuing to work with
you this year.

It was wonderful to see all of you, who were able
to make it, for Parent-Teacher conferences at
the beginning of November! I hope you are
pleased with your children’s growth and accomplishments for the first nine weeks.
The 5th grade students are transitioning into
great role models for the new students who entered 4th grade this year. I am getting to know
the new 4th grade students at Horace Mann and
am enjoying them so much! I am also enjoying the
continuation of growing a partnership with the
5th grade families.

Warmly,
Ms. Lawra J. Stuart
Horace Mann, Principal

4th GRADE:
Welcome Winter! In math class, students will
learn about fractions. We will be learning about
equivalent fractions, how to compare and order
fractions, and adding and subtracting fractions
with like-denominators. Please make sure your
child is reviewing basic multiplication facts daily.
Students have been provided with their own set
of flashcards at school. In Science, students will
be learning about our solar system and force. In
ELA class, students will be reading the novel,
Chocolate Fever and writing an informational essay about how to make homemade hot chocolate.
Students continue to learn about writing a textdependent analysis essay. They continue to study
new word patterns each week. We encourage you
to work with your child on these patterns every
night. Please continue to read with your child at
home to build their love of reading!

Mrs. Medvetz:
Wow! did November fly by quickly! The students
have been working very hard even though it has
been a choppy month. In math, we have returned
to Topic 4 (Division) and will be moving into Topic
5 (more...dividing) early in December. We are
working on understanding place value as we go
through the division process, so it may look a little different than what you remember, but it
helps solidify number sense and place value. In
science, we will be discussing variables as it relates to water and floating, We will be using what
we learned in the last investigation to help solve
given tasks. In social studies, we will be looking at
early colonial life. As always, thank you so much
for all your support from home!
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Miss Freidhoff:

fits from your purchases. Book Fair monies are used to
cover the cost of books and supplies that exceed the
library’s yearly budget allotment.

Did you know you can now access my IASD calendar to
keep up to date on happenings related to not only my
homeroom, but also for both Sci/SS/Health classes? Use the website AND your child’s HM planner to
keep up to date. Some information/tasks will be in the
HM planner only.
Go to the IASD website.
Click on ABOUT US.
Click on STAFF DIRECTORY.
Scroll down and click on my name.
Click on here to access my calendar link.
ELA: We continue to read a variety of genres to differentiated between features in each genre. The students are becoming quicker in recognizing organizational structure in NonFiction, and they are quickly finding
and using text features in NonFiction texts as
well. The students also began writing TDAs. Miss
Doran, Mrs. DeOre, and Mrs. Dunlap did a fantastic job
last year teaching the students the fundamentals of
TDAs. It does take us longer to write TDAs as we
begin, but the students have been persevering and
building their writing stamina.
S/SS/H: In Health, we focused on keeping our teeth,
eyes, and ears healthy and how to protect them. We
then jumped back into social studies and learned about
Ben Franklin and the New England, Middle/MidAtlantic, and Southern colonies. The students had a
solid foundation from 4th grade about these regions.
In Science, we began our Lifeboats activities. All
aboard.

Additionally, HM students would like to extend thanks
to individuals who participated in All for Books (see
donors names below! We were able to select books
from the Scholastic Book Fair, which will help to maintain, and build our library collection.
Your support of the Book Fair is one reason we have
such wonderful readers at Horace Mann!
Shane McHugh
Giana Ball
Emily Ferraro
Hunter Kunkle
Jason Moore
Justin Vojtek
Gabi Isenberg
Ali Genchur
Trent Bufalo

*Additional Anonymous Donors

Mrs. Greene Library:
Here is an overview of what students will be focusing
on this month:

Mrs. Popson Physical Education
Physical Education is running smoothly. Students
have finished a unite on tag games in PE class. We
are moving into basketball where we will be working on skill development and different types of
basketball games. The Elks Hoop Shoot papers
should have gone home. They need to be completed by an adult and sent back by December 3rd order to be permitted to participate in the activity.
I will be holding the contest on December 6th

4th Grade – Exploring POWER Kids databases and eResources.
5th Grade – Wrapping up with POWER Kids eResource
review, then onto Internet navigation with an online
winter scavenger hunt and website evaluation.
Our fall Scholastic Book Fair was a success. I would
like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of our parents
who assisted with stapling, set-up, classroom visits, and
packing up the fair!
Our school earns a percentage of the profit and bene-

(Continued on page 4)
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man head in correct proportion. They will then personalize their work by studying their own facial features.

(Continued from page 3)

from 4-5:30. Please make sure that your child will
have a ride home. Parents will not be permitted in
the gym to watch.
Students will be bringing home their fitness challenge for December within the week, please check
my district website for a printable December
challenge. All November challenges are due within
the first week of December. Please encourage
your child to participate. We are trying to increase Cardiovascular fitness outside of their
Physical Education Class.
With the weather getting colder please remind
your child to pack the appropriate clothing on days
that they have Physical Education. Please be sure
that your student is wearing/bringing tennis shoes
on PE days. In the gym, students are expected to
practice safety, sportsmanship, respect, and to
always give their best effort. All of these expectations will culminate into their grade for the
grading period.

Mr. Saylor Music:
Students at Horace Mann are gearing up for the annual
December concert! Both the 4th and 5th Grade Choruses are making progress in rehearsing well, reading
octavos, and singing 2-part harmony. The choruses and
5th Grade Band are preparing pieces to perform for their Holiday Concert on Thursday,
December 13th. Please remember that students should be seated in the Junior High
auditorium by 5:15pm to begin our preconcert preparations. Students should wear black/
white dress clothes, and the concert begins at 7pm.
4th Grade band/strings students are continuing to improve on their individual instruments and make progress
through their lesson books. The 4th Grade Band is
continuing to learn how to rehearse as a large group and
play more notes and rhythms. Under the instruction of
Ms. Laird, our advanced strings players in the District
Elementary Orchestra recently had their first concert
of the year, which was a brilliant success! Students in
the Horace Mann Jazz Orchestra are continuing to
learn jazz scales, improvisation skills, swing rhythms,
and a tune that is learned entirely by ear! We look forward to showcasing all of the students' hard work at
our upcoming concert and spreading some holiday cheer
- come on out!!

Mrs. Peightal: BCIT
All students will participate in the Hour of Code during
technology class the week of December 3 – 7,
2018. They will have the opportunity to choose from a
variety of coding activities to work with during class
and the activities can be continued at home if the student desires. Some of the themes for activities include Minecraft, Star Wars, and Frozen. The goal of
coding activities at our school is to show students that
anyone can learn the basics of coding and to foster
problem solving skills and logical thinking!

CROSSING STREETS:
In all cases, EVERYONE must cross streets at intersections where crossing guards are assigned. Please use
caution, keeping safety in mind, when guards are not
present. No one is permitted to pass between cars
parked at the front of the building to cross the street
at anytime. This creates a potentially dangerous situation and must be avoided. If you must park across
from the school, please leave your vehicle to meet your
child. For your child’s safety, please stress the importance of these rules to your children and assist us in
enforcing them.

Dr. Rinkevich; ART
Students in 4th grade will be exploring graphic design
and how to create a logo. They will be focusing on bold,
flat, simple elements, all of which are key characteristics of logos. This will be a transition from their last
learning task which involved incorporating all seven elements of art with emphasis on value and texture.

ARRIVAL:

Fifth grade students will be utilizing mathematical concepts as they focus on how to lay out features of a hu-

At 8:35 students will be permitted to enter the school
through the front entrance. Students are to go to hom4

closed, delayed, or dismissed early, announcements
will be made on the radio and TV. Radio stations announcing this information are: WCCS (1160 AM) and
WDAD (1450AM). TV stations are: WTAE (Channel
4) and WPXI (Channel 11). If you are connected to
the Internet, go to www.iu28.org/ and click on
“Schoolcast” for the latest information on school
closings and delays.
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eroom or may choose to have breakfast in the cafeteria or purchase breakfast and return to homeroom.
Students are to be seated in their homerooms and
ready for class no later than 9:00 a.m.

DISMISSAL:
At 3:40 p.m., walkers and parent pick-ups will dismiss
through the front entrance, then the first wave of bus
students will exit the building out both, front and back
doors and then the second wave of bus students will be
dismissed, again through the front and back doors.
Students riding the bus should arrive at their assigned
bus stop 5-10 minutes prior to the scheduled bus arrival. Bus assignments should not be changed without
prior approval. Requests for changes will not be considered for approval without written request. Students
will be put on the bus for their return home unless we
have written request.

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. We
must keep our phone lines open for emergency communications.
Be sure to have a back-up plan with your children in
case of an unscheduled early dismissal. Arrangements
should be made ahead of time for emergency childcare if needed
DELAY TO CANCELLATIONS: Sometimes school is
cancelled after a delay has been called. Continue to
listen to your radio/TV for updates.

ATTENDANCE AND TRUANCY:
Absence from school can certainly have a negative impact on academic achievement. While special circumstances do occasionally arise, Indiana County has recommended that each district implement the Indiana
County Truancy Referral Protocol.
 Accumulation of 10 absences (excused or unexcused) may require submission of a medical excuse for
each subsequent absence.

2-HOUR DELAYS: Children who ride a bus should
report to their bus stop 2 hours later than normal.
All children should report to school by 11:00 A.M..
Breakfast will not be served on days with a delay.
Dismissal will be at 3:40 P.M., as usual.
EARLY DISMISSALS: It is important that parents
establish a plan for their children in the event of an
unscheduled early dismissal. Your children should
know what they are to do if school is dismissed early.
It is impossible for us to alert everyone by phone
when this happens.



On the 4th day after an absence occurs, if a valid
excuse is not submitted, the absence is deemed unexcused.



The following will occur beginning with the 3rd unexcused incident:

IASD’s auto-dialer system notifies parents of an
early dismissal. The system will continue to call until
it reaches a person. It will not leave a message.
PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. We must keep

-3rd—Official notice of child’s third unlawful absence
is sent home via certified letter and Children and Youth
Services (CYS) is notified

our phone lines open for emergency communications.

4th—A Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP) is developed

Building Security:

5th—Charges are filed with the magistrate for each
subsequent unexcused absence

We cannot express enough the importance of the
school security here at Horace Mann. These include
locked doors at all schools. Also, there is no admittance to our buildings during the school day unless
arranged in advance. No one should arrive at a school
unannounced and expect to gain entry. We apolo-

6th—A Truancy Referral is sent to CYS
SCHOOL DELAYS OR CANCELLATIONS: In bad
weather, or for any emergency when school may be
5

eration.
gized for the inconvenience, but they are necessary to
ensure the safety of our students and staff.

Birthday Snacks:
When students have a birthday, if a parent decides to
provide a snack for the class, we ask that he/she follows the healthy snack guidelines and wellness policy
found within this section of the handbook.

Classroom Access:
Our teachers are always happy to meet with you and
will schedule conferences when needed. Since our students arrive at 8:35, this is not a time when teachers
can give you their attention to address student issues.
If you need to meet with a teacher, please email of
phone to set up a time when full attention can be given
to your discussion. Also remember, teachers leave the
building at 4:00 and no one is permitted back in the
classroom after this time. If your child forgot homework, it will have to wait until the next school day.

Snacks: (Birthday Snacks)- When considering what
snacks to send to school with your child, please consider these helpful notes from our school district wellness
policy. More information about Board Policy 246
(Student Wellness) can be found at
http://iasd.schoolwires.net/Page/104.

Videotapes and Photographs:

CHILD SAFETY:
We will not release a child to an adult, other than a
parent or guardian, without a written note advising us
of who will be meeting your child. Identification may
also be required, if there is a question. We also reserve the right to not release a child to anyone other
than the custodial parent, unless we have a legal document to that effect. Under all circumstances, students
will be called to the office and must be properly signed
out.

During the school year, we videotape and photograph
many school activities, such as concerts and plays. In
addition, student teachers are often required to videotape themselves teaching a lesson. If you have any
objection to your child being photographed or videotaped, please write a letter to Mrs. Stuart as soon as
possible. Be sure to include your child’s name.

It is most important that the office is made aware of
any changes in custody or living arrangements. Custody
information must be kept current. If your child may
only be released to a certain person or persons, it is
critical that school personnel be informed, and that we
have a copy of the most recent official custody order
on file. This information is needed for our professional
use only and will be treated confidentially. We would
be happy to discuss any questions or concerns you may
have.

Party Invitations:
Party invitations may ONLY be distributed at school if
every member of the child’s class is invited (or all of
the boys in the class for a boy’s party/all of the girls in
the class for a girl’s party). Children’s feelings are easily hurt when they are not included for these events, so
we respectfully ask that parents mail invitations when
fewer students are involved. Thank you for your coop6

Counselor’s
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Respect: Important this Holiday Season & All Year Long
Showing respect for yourself and others is one of the most important
character traits in the world. You show respect each and every day when you:








Listen to others
Play fair
Use good manners
Share & take turns
Compliment someone
Pick-up after yourself
Follow the GOLDEN RULE –
Treat others the way you would like to be treated

Practice Respect!
The Holiday season is full of opportunities to practice respect with your child(ren).
Things to do….
 Encourage your child to respect all cultures and traditions by wishing a friend a nice
holiday and asking about their favorite holiday tradition.
 Talk about using good manners before a holiday get-together.
 Model and demonstrate respect and tolerance in your everyday lives. This powerful
message will help your children learn about respect and having an appreciation of
others’ differences.
Holiday Acts of Kindness





Make homemade cards for friends
Sit with someone new during lunch
Give someone a compliment
Write a letter to someone who inspires you

These are simple acts of kindness, which can go a long way!!

Helpful Resources:
Check Out these Great Books on Respect!
Treat me Right? Kids Talk About Respect, by Nancy Loewen
Everyone Matters: A First Look at Respect for Others, by Pat Thomas and Lesley Harker
The Golden Rule, by Ilene Cooper
Do Unto Otters: A book about manners, by Laurie Keller

Organization Tips
By School Students for School Students
There are many different ways to organize anything. Everyone organizes in his or her own
way. You have to decide which way of organizing is easiest and best for YOU! Below are
tips and ideas that may help you decide how to BETTER organize your items for school.
Read the items below and decide how you want to plan to organize and then do it.
The inside of the locker is your special place in school. How well you keep your locker
arranged and decorated is very important to you. Some students put the subject area
folders with textbooks, and some put them on different shelves. Some people put
backpacks on the top shelf, on the bottom shelf, or on a hook. The ultimate goal is to be
organized so that you will know where your things are and where to put things away. You
don’t want to lose homework and possibly suffer a lower grade because you can’t find work
to submit to your teachers, nor do you want to lose important papers that need to be
brought home to your parents. Below are great suggestions for organizing from students
like you. Read them all and think about which ideas will work best for you.
• Color-code notebooks and book covers by subject area.
• Keep the color-coding for the subjects the same every year. It is easier to remember
which subject is which color, and it saves money and the environment because you
might be able to reuse items.
• Get covers that are diverse in design or color so that you eliminate grabbing the wrong
book or folder by mistake.
• Use large rubber bands to hold books and folders by subject area together.

Which Shelf do I Use and for what?
• Have a special folder or place for homework and for notes to parents. Carry this folder to all
classes and home every day.
• Place all books so that they are facing the same direction.
• Put books in chronological order as to when your classes occur.

• Keep your books and binders for the same class together so that they are easy to grab.
• You might put folders on top shelf and books on bottom shelf.
• Use the top shelf for lunch and small items, folders, a backpack.
• Rotate your books so that what you need is, for example, always on the left side of the
locker if storing books upright or always on the bottom of the shelf if stacking books.
• As you finish a class, put the books, papers, and homework assignments you need at home
in your backpack. That way at the end of the day, you are already packed to go home.
• Have a separate project folder to keep all your project information and papers together in
one place.
• If stacking books on top of each other, put largest books on bottom to smallest on top.
• Check each morning to be sure that you have pencils, pens, paper, and other class supplies
to take to your classes.
• Always keep extra pencils in your locker.
• Keep all papers neatly in folders so they don’t get crinkled.
• Use a binder to carry materials to classes so that items do not fall out.
• Keep binders and folders organized. Periodically, such as after a unit of study or a quarter,
take home your folders and clean them out.
• Anything you don’t need at school, take home immediately.
• Take home anything that you are not using; such as papers, jackets, or note cards.

How Do I Remember Everything?
Your “Agenda”, Date Book, or Calendar
• Be sure your full name and grade level is listed in your agenda. Write your name on the
page for “Hall Passes”.
• Have a special place for your agenda and carry it to every class and bring it home every
day.
• Write assignments in your agenda as soon as you get them. Write the assignment on the
day that it is due! Look ahead in your agenda to see what assignments are coming up. If it
is a big project, then break it down into parts and make your own due dates for each part.
Write them in your agenda to keep you on schedule and to keep from procrastinating,
leaving all of the work until the last minute.
• At the end of every day, read your agenda before you leave the locker area or during your
last class to be sure you have what you need to study or complete homework.
• Keep phone numbers of two people in each class so you can call them to get information
about homework assignments.

Do I Need to Think About School When I am at Home?
Ideas for Home
• Put your name on EVERYTHING with permanent marker or tags; including jackets, books,
and eyeglass cases.
• Have a special place at home for your school items.
• Have a special place and time to do homework.
• Every day, read the text that covers what the teacher went over that day.

• Put a list of what you need every day in a special place at home where you will see it.
Check the list at night so you are packed to go to school the next day. Eventually, it
becomes a habit and you won’t need the list except when you have special items to
remember, like a project or book report.
• Have a box at home to put your papers in when you clean out your folders, binder, and/or
locker.
• Pack your backpack in the evening so it is ready to go the next day.
• Put your backpack in a special place so you don’t forget it. Put it by the door where you
will see it on your way out.

Is There Anything Else I Should Know about Organizing?
Tips for Anywhere at Anytime
• Plan to organize.
• Have a special place for everything and always put your things away. Always keep things
in the same place so you know where to look for them and where to store them.
• Follow the same routine every day.
• If organizing, cleaning, doing a project, etc. seems overwhelming then break it down into
smaller parts.
• Relax, don’t rush between classes or run in the hallways; you are allotted adequate time
between classes. The first week of school, teachers are lenient about tardiness so that
you become accustomed to the routine.

I can be reached at Eisenhower Elementary – 724-463-8566 extension 203
Horace Mann Elementary – 724-463-8560 extension 127
bambrisco@iads.cc
Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any concerns.

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Holiday concerts have already started, so the sounds of the season are all
around!
The Junior High School’s Corelli Chamber Strings and the IHS Chamber of Strings ensembles will be playing in the
Indiana community. The Senior High Orchestra will present a holiday concert on Monday, December 3 at 7:30 in the
Senior High School Auditorium.
Junior High and Elementary String Orchestras are working on some new techniques that will prepare them for the
spring concert literature.
Looking ahead to winter, the Senior High Orchestra will be combining with the Senior High vocal ensembles for a
concert on Wednesday, February 6 at 7:30 in the SH Auditorium. This concert will feature repertoire from
American popular styles as well as small, self-conducted chamber string ensembles to complement the selections
from the SH choral ensembles.
In the meantime, a delegation of IHS string students will be traveling to Erie, PA for the annual District 2, 3, 5
Orchestra Festival in early January. At this festival, the students will compete for chair placement which will enable
some to advance to February’s Western Region State Orchestra in Hollidaysburg.
In our school orchestra program, we work closely with our IASD-approved string curriculum, which was developed
in conjunction with the standards established by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the guidelines of the
American String Teachers Association.
Please be sure to check out our IASD strings website (see the link below). This is the primary source for information
on each of our string orchestras. Parents and students need only look in one location for information and updates
from our school orchestra program. The Indie Strings Twitter feed will continue to function as an outreach to the
larger string community.
Daily practice and lessons are a critical component to growing as musicians. Many of our string students are
studying privately in the community: through the IUP String Project, with local string teachers, and with teachers in
Greensburg and Pittsburgh. Please continue to encourage your child to practice daily and attend lessons, either in
school or outside of our school community.
Upcoming dates:
December 3
Monday
January 10 – 12 Thurs – Sat.
February 6
Wednesday
February 21 – 23 Thurs – Sat.
April 3 – 6
Wed. – Sat.
May 6
Monday
May 7
Tuesday
June 5
Wednesday

Senior High Orchestra Concert
7:30 PM (Call time is 7:00)
District 2, 3, 5 Orchestra in Erie
Senior High Orchestra and Choral Concert 7:30 PM (Call time is 7:00)
Western Region State Orchestra in Hollidaysburg
PMEA State Conf and All-State Orchestra in Pittsburgh
Senior High Spring Orchestra Concert
7:30 PM (Call time is 7:00)
Junior High and Elementary Spring Orch. Concert 7:00 PM (Call time 6:30)
Commencement Orchestra (SH and some JH) 5:00 – 9:30 at KCAC

Please watch the website for additional holiday dates.
Email: jlaird@iasd.cc
IASD Orchestra website: https://sites.google.com/iasd.cc/iasdorchestras/home
Twitter: @IndieStrings

East Pike Horace Mann

December 2018 Edition

www.ephm.memberhub.com
www.facebook.com/eastpikehorancemannpta
We had a great time hosting the PTA Fall parties and working with our schools during the
Veterans Day activities and Horace Mann’s Book Fair. Thanks to all PTA members who
worked during these events and who donated items to help make them a success! The Fall
Marianna’s fundraiser has been successfully completed, and the Spring PTA fundraisers
will include Gardner’s Candies, Marianna’s, and a designated dining night at Chipotle. In
addition, we are now a registered organization through Amazon Smile. Look below for
details!! The Holiday Workshops are underway. We hope everyone has a great holiday
season at school and at home!

Holiday Workshops
Come help children shop for their
family!
Dates for Horace Mann: Nov. 28 – 29,
take down Nov. 30th
Dates for East Pike: December 3 - 7
To help with the Holiday Workshop, you MUST have
clearances on file at the school. Please email Colleen
McHugh (colleenmchugh14@yahoo.com).

Remember to keep clipping those Box Tops!!
Be sure to first check expiration dates, and then
send in your Box Tops for Education in one of two
ways:
1. in an envelope or baggie, or
2. glued or taped on the collection
sheet included in the newsletter or it
can also always be printed from the Memberhub
site in the files section of the Everyone hub.

Year-end Charitable Giving?

UPCOMING PTA EVENTS


As the 2018 calendar year draws to a close, please consider
sponsorship of PTA activities as part of your year-end
charitable giving plans. All contributions are tax deductible,
and a tax receipt will be issued. Your sponsorship helps the
PTA provide your child with opportunities to go on field
trips, school supplies such as the red folders, PTA parties, and
other activities. You can use the PTA sponsorship form
(available on Memberhub) or donate directly through our
Memberhub store at https://ephm.memberhub.store . We
want to thank you in advance, because whether you support
our PTA monetarily or through volunteering your time, we
appreciate you just the same!!






Horace Mann Holiday Workshop— Nov. 28-30
East Pike Holiday Workshop—Dec. 3-7
PTA General Membership Meeting—Wed., Dec. 5
@ 6:30 pm (in the East Pike cafeteria)
Holiday snack—Dec. 21
Science Fair
Coming This February!!
East Pike Cafeteria
Start thinking about your experiment.
More information coming soon.

If you have any questions about charitable donations, please
contact Laura Musser (musser11@verizon.net).

The East Pike Horace PTA is now a registered organization on Amazon Smile! Just click this link or the logo to set
PTA Pennsylvania Congress as your charitable organization! Then as long as you start your shopping from
Amazon smile, a portion of every eligible purchase you make will come back to support our PTA!!
Happy Shopping!

Results for the 2018 LOVE Basket
This year’s annual food drive for the Indiana County LOVE
Basket had a lot of friendly competition.
Mrs. Balogh divided the staff equally between each grade level
and we competed as Team 4 and Team 5.
Once the cans started arriving they were counted in each room
and very dollar turned in counted as two items. They were
marked off on a grid, then the items were taken to the art
gallery. Team 4 came out on top this year with 235 vs Team 5
with 206.
Tom the Turkey returned in the art gallery. For 25¢ students
were able to purchase feathers and glue them on. With Team 4
on the right and Team 5 on the left the students had fun each day
seeing how warm Tom was getting. We only had several days
for this fun event. The big drive was on our 2-fer Tuesday. Tom
Turkey is now very colorful and we raised enough money to
donate seven turkeys.
We were able to present to LOVE Basket checks for $160.00
that will go towards the purchase of turkeys for needy families
this holiday season.
Mrs. Popson offered to do something special for the winning
team, so Team 4 you will receive a PE Free Day in December.
A special thanks to everyone who donated in anyway.
Gobble… Gobble…

IASD 2018-2019
TESTING, MEASUREMENT, AND INDIVIDUAL APPRAISAL PROGRAM
Test

Administered

Grade
Level

W-APT

Throughout the year
upon enrollment

Phelps Kindergarten Readiness Scale

Spring

Speech/Language Screening

January/February

DIBELS & Number Knowledge Test

Periodically according to
RtII

K-2

Assessment of progress in reading and math
concepts

I Ready Math and Reading along with Fountas &
Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

3-4 times throughout the
school year

K-5

Measures progress over time in reading, math, and
language arts

Classroom Diagnostic Tests

On going

4-12

On-line diagnostic tests in Math, Language Arts,
Social Studies and Science

Keystone Exams (Winter) Wave I
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

December 3-14, 2018

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/Retakes

Keystone Exams (Spring)
Algebra I, Biology, Literature

May 13-24, 2019

7-11

Keystone Eligible Content/End of Course
Assessment

PSSA English Language Arts (ELA)

April 15 - 26, 2019

3-8

PSSA Mathematics
Science
All Make-ups (ELA, Math, Science)

April 29 – May 3, 2019

Assessment of Writing achievement and Reading
comprehension
Assessment of Math concepts/problem solving
Assessment of Science

PASA – PA Alternate System of Assessment

TBD

ACCESS for ELLs (WIDA)
PSAT

January 8, 2019 to
February 22, 2019
Fall

PSAT 8/9

Fall

AGS Grade + (Group Reading & Diagnostic
Evaluation)
HEALTH SCREENING:
Medical Exam (Private or at school)
Dental Exam (Private or at school)
Body Mass Index
Vision, Height, Weight
Hearing Test
Scoliosis Screening

Spring

Life Steps Screenings

Fall

PreK

To determine need for OT, PT, Speech and/or
Autism services

Assessment Status Reports/Child Outcomes
Report/Creative Strategies

Fall/Winter/Spring

Prek

Assessment of the following categories: SocialEmotional, Physical, Language, Cognitive, Literacy,
Mathematics, Science & Technology, Social Studies,
the Arts, and English Language Acquisition as
necessary

Note: Dates may be subject to change.

K-12

Purpose

Prior to
entrance
2

3-8
4&8

3-8, 11
4 and 8
K-12
ESL students
10, 11
9
Title I
Students

Screening tool to determine English as a Second
Language needs
Assessment of readiness skills;
Title I identification
Assessment of speech and/or language difficulties

Measures the attainment of knowledge and skills of
students with cognitive disabilities (IDEA ’97)
Assessment of English language acquisition
Assessment of reading, writing and math skills to
determine early indicators of SAT success
Career Exploration
To determine growth in vocabulary, comprehension
& listening skills

During school
K or 1, 6, 11
K or 1, 3, 7
K – 12
K – 12
K – 3, 7, 11
6, 7
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Indiana Area Lacrosse
Invites Indiana Youth (and surrounding
areas) Grades 2-8 to the 4th Annual
Indiana Area Lacrosse Youth Day!

Sunday December 9, 2018
5:30 – 7:00 PM
S&T Arena – Indiana
Do you want to find out more about
Lacrosse in Indiana?
Join the Indiana Area Lacrosse players and
coaches to learn more about the sport of lacrosse.

*Opportunity to use equipment and
work with the older players first hand
New youth players will be able to experience firsthand the speed and excitement of the game.
Parents are invited to watch and attend a brief
question and answer session to learn more about
the sport and the organization.

Pizza and
Drinks to all
participants!

Registration is now open until 1/5/19! Feel free to check out our website at www.ialacrosse.com
You can also contact Beth Kobak (724)388-2374 (boys) or Candi Lockard (girls) with questions pertaining to Indiana Area Lacrosse Youth
Day or the organization itself.

