AAJHS
this issue

April
Event Dates
April 12 NJHS Thon 5:00 –
9:00
April 16 Jazz Band Concert
7:30
April 19 No School
April 24 7th & 8th Grade
PSSA ELA Test
April 25 7th & 8th Grade
PSSA ELA Test
April 26 7th & 8th Grade
PSSA ELA Test
April 29 Ninth Grade
Awards Ceremony 6:00
April 30 7th & 8th Grade
PSSA Math Test
April 30 Eighth Grade
Awards Ceremony 6:00
May 1 7th & 8th Grade
PSSA Math Test
May 2 8th Grade PSSA Science Test
May 3 8th Grade PSSA Science Test
May 3 Seventh Grade
Awards Ceremony 12:00
May 3 Varsity Chorus /
Vocal Ensemble Concert
7:30 at AAHS Auditorium
May 7 Band Concert 7:30
May 14 Seventh Grade
Chorus and Orchestra Concert 7:30
May 16 National Junior
Honor Society Induction
Ceremony 6:00
May 21 Orchestra Concert
7:30

From the Principal
Parents/Guardians:
As we near the end of the school year, we reflect on all the progress made with your
help. A great deal has occurred this year and I “thank you,” but we have many high stakes tests
that are still outstanding; PSSA Reading and Mathematics for 7th and 8th grade, PSSA Writing
for 8th grade, Keystone exams for students completing Algebra I and Biology, PSSA Science for
8th grade and final exams for all grades. With this in mind, we are asking for your help by emphasizing “Testing Tips” with your child.
“Tests are easy,” some junior high students say. “It’s the questions that are hard.” But
test questions aren’t so difficult if your child understands how to handle them. Help your junior
high student tackle tough questions by sharing in these strategies.
True or false
As a general rule, a question should be answered false if any part of the statement is
untrue. Suggest that your child look for words like all, none, and always. These may be clues
that the answer is false. Example: “All the soldiers in the Revolutionary War were American.”
At the same time, words like often and may usually signal that a statement is true.
Multiple choice
With these questions, it’s important that your child read every choice before choosing an
answer. This allows her to rule out answers she knows are wrong. Using this strategy, your
child may have two options to pick from instead of five, which increases her chances of selecting the correct answer.
Essay or open ended
Encourage your student to read each question at least twice before answering. Making an
outline will help her organize her thoughts so her writing is clear and flows smoothly. When
she’s finished her essay, she should check spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
As we continue to work together, I know we will accomplish a great deal more. I want
you to know how much I enjoyed working with the students at the Altoona Area Junior High
during this school year. We will continue to make the end as exciting as the beginning.
Sincerely,
Lori H. Mangan
Principal
lmangan@aasdcat.com

Counselors Corner
Hello Parents,
With important mailings that will be happening during the spring semester, the counseling staff would like to remind you of checking your
student’s contact information on Skyward. Please review guardian’s name
(s), address(es), and telephone numbers. Sometimes parents think updating the Emergency Card each year will automatically change the information on Skyward. That is not true.
First, if you do not have access to Skyward, please contact the appropriate grade level office, 7th grade at 381-7540, 8th grade at 381-7530, and
9th grade at 381-7520. Telephone numbers can be updated by simply calling into the Guidance office at 381-7561. However, if an address needs to
be changed; a proof of residency needs to be brought into the school.
Proof of residency can include, but not limited to, driver’s license with
correct address on it, mail/bill with name and address listed, or a lease. If
guardianship has changed, please provide the most up-to-date custody papers.
A few other scenarios also happen. If parents divorced, a lot of times it
is forgotten to update that information on Skyward. Up-to-date custody
papers listing primary and secondary guardians will help rectify the information. Grade-level offices keep a list of names of secondary guardians,
that way mailings will be sent to their residence, as well. If a parent’s last
name has changed (remarriage or changed back to maiden name), proof of
new last name (i.e. marriage certificate) can be brought into the school in
order for the name to be changed.
Please know, once you provide the appropriate paperwork, our Guidance secretary will then complete a form that will be sent over to the district registration office for the information to be approved and changed on
Skyward. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the first
floor guidance office at 381-7561.

The AAJHS Marching Band performing
in the Altoona Veteran’s Day Parade.
The Varsity Marching Band and Fronts
make several appearances at local parades throughout the year. In addition,
they also perform at Varsity Football
games.

Orchestra students are busy
preparing for Spring Concerts!



7th Grade Orchestra:
Tuesday, May 14th at 7:30
9th & 8th Grade Orchestras:
Tuesday, May 21st at 7:30

Students in the AAJHS Choral Department are busy
preparing for their spring concerts!
 Varsity Chorus & Vocal Ensemble:
Friday, 5/4 7:30 pm at AAHS
 7th Grade Chorus:
Tuesday, May 14th 7:30 pm at AAJHS

The AAJHS Vocal Ensemble wrapped up
its busy holiday performance season
singing in a school-wide holiday parade.
They recently participated in County
Chorus held at AAJHS. They are now
gearing up for their Spring Performances,
including a performance at the Blair
County Arts Festival on Sunday, May
19th at 2:15.

The Varsity Jazz Band has been busy
performing at Holiday Concerts and
assemblies at the AASD elementary
schools. Upcoming events include the
Annual Night of Jazz Concert on Tuesday April 16th, recruiting visits to the
AASD elementary schools, and the Blair
County Arts Festival on Sunday, May
19th at 2:15.

Chamber Orchestra will perform
at the Blair County Arts Festival
on Sunday, May 19th at 12:00 at
the Pavilion.

The Indoor Silks and Majorettes have had a successful spring! They started their season competing at the Portage Twirling Unlimited Contest,
both bringing a First Place finish. In Curwensville,
the Silks received First Place and the Majorettes
received Second Place. At the Twirling Unlimited
competition hosted at AAJHS, Silks received a
First Place and Majorettes received a Second
Place. At their final competition again in Portage,
both squads received First Place. We congratulate
these ladies on their accomplishments this season!

On Monday, October 22nd, AAJHS hosted Junior High String Day with Hollidayasburg Junior High School Orchestra. This consisted of rehearsals, and
and Guest Artist John Roxburgh (viola). The day ended with a joint concert
with over 150 students performing together.

Dr. O. Richard Bundy, Director Emeritus of the Penn State Blue Band conducted over 100 musicians from 10 schools at the Blair County Junior High
Band Festival hosted by AAJHS in January.

AAJHS hosted the Blair County Junior High Chorus Festival in March. 145
students from 9 schools participated in this two day event, which culminated
in a concert on March 12th. Dr. Bryan Nichols, director of the Penn State
University Choir, was the Guest Conductor.

