Riverside Beaver County School District

Fall 2018

318 Country Club Drive
Ellwood City, PA 16117

Riverside Newsletter
N
I
G
H
T

P

A
N
T
H

2
0
1
8

E
R

During Panther Night festivities, Riverside Outdoor Athletic Renovation (ROAR) held a ribboncutting ceremony and dedication of the newly-built fieldhouse. ROAR Board members Lara Zelch,
Suzanne Fornataro, and Alan Dambach spoke of the challenges they faced in pursuing this goal and
expressed gratitude to all those who made the construction of this building possible.
ROAR acknowledged and gave a special thanks to Americore, on behalf of the Ellwood City
Medical Center, for its generous donation, as well as W.D. Wright Contracting for their donation of funds
and help during the construction phase. Both companies are named as Locker Room sponsors.
Joe Fox of JDS Commercial Construction served as General Contractor and was instrumental in
helping ROAR achieve its goal. ROAR expressed appreciation of Mr. Fox’s generosity of both time and
money to build such a beautiful facility.
Zelch and Fornataro dedicated the new fieldhouse to Alan and Sharyn Dambach due to their
generous financial contribution to the project. Mr. Dambach was instrumental in securing significant
donations which amounted to more than half the funds needed to construct the building.
Mr. Dambach closed the ceremony by reciting ROAR’s overall sentiment of their mission, penned
by Lara Zelch: “May this building be a reminder to all that ‘One vision, many big hearts, and pure
perseverance can produce outstanding results.’”
ROAR will continue its fundraising efforts to support the Varsity Soccer teams. The annual
Haunted Hayride is scheduled for October 11, 13, and 14.

Welcome students and staff!
We hope you have a wonderful year!

Rachel’s Challenge is Coming to Riverside!
We are excited to announce that Riverside Middle School and High
School have adopted a school-wide positive behavior program known as
Rachel’s Challenge. The program is designed to empower students to promote
kindness and compassion among one another through school and community
activities.
The premise of Rachel’s Challenge is rooted in the belief that school
culture and its social relationship with its students and educational community
are foundational to academic achievement. It gives the students and
educators what they need to collaborate, grow, learn, and support one
another.
The High School program and community event will be held on Monday,
September 24, 2018. The Middle School program
and community event will be held on Monday,
October 1, 2018. The community/parent evening
programs will begin at 6:00 PM on both dates.
For more information on Rachel’s Challenge, please

visit https://rachelschallenge.org/

Riverside Middle School is Excited to be Moving Full STEAM Ahead!
Riverside Middle School is excited to offer STEAM integrated courses this
coming school year. In particular, a Vex IQ Robotics course is being offered to
engage students in areas that are rich in Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math. Various other courses such as Industrial Technology, Computer
Science, Music, Food and Consumer Science, and Art are integrating
components of STEAM to promote and support academic growth and career
exploration. For more information about STEAM Education, please visit
https://steamedu.com

We are looking forward to working

with

our students and families again this year!
Everyone has worked very hard since the last
day of the previous school year with moving
many classrooms around and moving the
Kindergarten into the Elementary building. We
have a great staff and believe they have met
many challenges to get everything ready to make
this year start out right! We are anticipating
another great year here at Riverside. We
welcome the Kindergarten staff and teachers to
the Elementary!
Sincerely,

Mr. Steve Girting
Elementary Principal

Now Hiring!
Substitute Teachers,
Paraprofessionals, and Secretaries
for 36 local School Districts!
Are you looking for work with the ability to create your own flexible schedule and make a difference in a
child’s life?
Call Kelly Educational Staffing TODAY at 412-788-4591 Option 6 to start an application!

Second Annual Touch-A-Truck Event

On Tuesday, July 17, Riverside Outdoor Athletic Renovation (ROAR)
held its second annual Touch-A-Truck event. Twenty-nine vehicles including
a race car and a helicopter participated in the Touch-A-Truck community
event in which children were invited to climb on, explore, and pretend to
drive these amazing vehicles. Over 500 people from our community and
surrounding areas attended. In addition to exploring the vehicles, there
was also an escape maze, face painting, and food available for the
attendees.
ROAR is a private, non-profit community initiative whose initial
project was to raise funds to construct public rest facilities and a field
house at the Riverside Memorial Stadium. Since this successful project
has been completed, ROAR is continuing its mission to raise funds to help
with other projects in our district. Currently, ROAR is raising money to
assist the Riverside Soccer teams. In addition to the Touch-A-Truck event,
ROAR also holds an annual haunted hayride in October. These fundraisers
serve to provide the community with memorable and enjoyable experiences,
while raising funds for our district’s athletic programs.

RIVERSIDE BEAVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Notice of Directory Information Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal law, required that Riverside Beaver County School
District, with certain exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to the disclosure of personally identifiable
information from your child's education records. However, Riverside Beaver County School District may disclose
appropriately designated "directory information" without written consent, unless you have advised the District to the
contrary in accordance with District procedures. The primary purpose of directory information is to allow the Riverside
Beaver County School District to include this type of information from your child's education records in certain school
publications. Examples include:
A playbill, showing your student's role in a drama production

The annual yearbook
Honor roll or other recognition lists
Graduation programs
Sports activity sheets, such as for wrestling, showing weight and height of team members
Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if
released, can also be disclosed to outside organizations without a parent's prior written consent. Outside organizations
include, but are not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings, or publish yearbooks. In addition, two federal
laws require local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with three directory information categories - names,
addresses and telephone listings - unless parents have advised the LEA that they do not want their sh1dent's information
disclosed without their prior written consent.
If you do not want Riverside Beaver County School District to disclose directory information from your child's
education records without your prior written consent, you must notify the District in writing by September 12, 2017.
Riverside Beaver County School District has designated the following information as directory information:
Student's Name

Address

Telephone Listing

Electronic Mail Address

Photograph

Date and Place of Birth

Major Field of Study

Dates of attendance

Grave Level
Participation in officially recognized activities and sports Degrees, honors, and awards received
Weight and height of members of athletic teams
The most recent educational agency or institution attended
Student ID number, user ID, or other unique personal identifier used to communicate in electronic systems that cannot
be used to access educational records without a PIN, password, etc.

Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act
(FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age ("eligible
students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records. These rights are:
(I) The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the school receives a request
for access.
Parents or eligible students should submit to the School Principal a written request that identifies the
records they wish to inspect. The School Principal will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible
student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

The right to request the amendment of the student's education records that the parent or eligible student believes are
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student's privacy rights under FERPA.
Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the school to amend a record should write the School Principal, clearly
identify the part of the record they want changed, and° specify why it should be changed. If the school decides not to
amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the school will notify the parent or eligible student of the
decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information
regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to
· the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.
The right to privacy of personally identifiable information in the student's education records, except to the extent that
FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.
One exception, which permits discloser without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate
educational interests. A school official is .a person employed by the school as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or
support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the
School Board; a person or company with whom the school has outsourced services or functions it would otherwise
use its own employees to perform (such as an
. attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a
disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent, student, or other volunteer assisting another school official in
performing his or her tasks.
A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill
his or her professional responsibility.

Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district
in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclose is for purposes of the student's
enrollment or transfer.
The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the school to comply
with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA are:
Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-8520

RIVERSIDE BEAVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PUBLIC AWARENESS INFORMATION
The Riverside Beaver County School District offers a full continuum of special education programs and services to all students
eligible for such services. Special education programs and services are available for eligible children ages three (3) to school entry
age and may be requested by contacting the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit at (724)774-7800. Services for eligible students of
school entry age through twenty-one (21) years of age may be requested by contacting Mr. Mark D. White, Certified School
Psychologist/Special Education Contact Person at (724)758-7512, extension 3032.
Special Education programs available include services for eligible students who are identified as having:
1. Developmental Delay (Preschool only)
2. Autism
3. Deaf-Blindness
4. Deafness
5. Emotional Disturbance
6. Hearing Impairment
7. Intellectual Disability

8. Multiple Disabilities
9. Orthopedic Impairment
10. Other Health Impairment
11. Specific Learning Disability
12. Speech/Language Impairment
13. Traumatic Brain Injury
14. Visual Impairment including Blindness

The Riverside Beaver County School District conducts ongoing identification activities to determine if students are in need of
special education services.
The Riverside Beaver County School District operates the following special programs:







Learning Support
Emotional Support
Gifted Support
Speech/Language Support
Life Skills Support
Autistic Support

Services for eligible preschool age children are provided through the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit. In addition, the Beaver
Valley Intermediate Unit provides the following special education services on behalf of the Riverside Beaver County School
District:
 Developmentally Delayed (Preschool only)
 Hearing Support
 Speech/Language Support
 Emotional Support
 Life Skills Support
 Learning Support
 Autistic Support
 Multiple Disabled Support
 Physical Support
The Riverside Beaver County School District has an ongoing screening process to identify students in need of special services and
specially designed instruction. The screening is conducted in each building (elementary, middle, and high school) beginning in
May of each year with kindergm1en screening and continuing in September with review of all group achievement and ability test
results. Individual screening as needed takes place throughout the remainder of the school year.
Parents or guardians may request their child be screened or evaluated for special education services. Requests for screening or
evaluation should be made in writing and directed to Mr. Mark D. White, the appropriate guidance counselors, or the building
principals.
If you have any questions regarding special education services, the screening or evaluation process, or any other information,
please contact Mr. Mark White at (724)758-7512, extension 3032.
Printed information regarding available special education services and programs and Parents Rights as they pertain to special
education is available in the building principal's office or the Central Administration Office.

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR ELIGIBLE AND EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS
The Riverside Beaver County School District operates programs for students identified as eligible (disabled) or exceptional
(gifted) in accordance with Special Education Standards and Regulations in the following areas:

LEARNING SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Students involved in learning support programs may spend most to a part of their day in their regular grade level class.
Learning support students can receive differentiated instruction in academic basic skills in a special education classroom. Learning
support students participate in all subjects (except as noted in their IEP) and related classes and activities with classmates in the
regular educational environment. Alternative or adaptive testing and curriculum can be included as part of the program for all
students determined eligible and in need of special education support services.

LIFE SKILLS SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Students pm1icipating in life skills support programs receive services through the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit, as well as other
neighboring public and privates schools through elementary school. Students can continue in those programs until age 21
or they can receive services in a life skills support program located in Riverside Schools in grades 5 through 12. The
educational programs for these students emphasize life skills curriculum and community based experiences.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAM
Emotional support services are provided at the high school level. At the elementary and middle school levels, the district
utilizes the services of the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit, as well as other agencies, private schools and neighboring school
districts. Emotional support programs are for those students whose behavior interferes with their ability to successfully participate
into mainstream programs. Students participating in emotional support programs may be identified as seriously emotionally
disturbed and/or learning disabled.

DEAF AND HEARING SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District in conjunction with the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit provides an
ongoing system to locate, identify, evaluate, and suppot1 students with hearing impairments. The audiologist and teacher of
the hearing impaired consult with students, teachers, and interpreters for appropriate educational planning and support for
students with hearing impairments. Also, the hearing support teacher monitors needs for assistive hearing devices as well as
provides appropriate training for the use of such devices.

AUTISTIC SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District provides autistic support services to those students identified with autism/pervasive
developmental disorder. Students pat1icipating in autistic support programs in elementary school through age 2 I receive
services through local intermediate unit operated programs, as well as other neighboring public and private schools.
Students with autism may also be supported through the learning support program in their regular school. Determination of autism/
pervasive developmental disorder must include an assessment and a report by a physician qualified to give a diagnosis and by
a school psychologist specifying the degree and nature of the disorder. Educational programs are outlined in each student's
IEP and may include, but are not limited to, the development of cognitive, language, social and/or motor skills.

BLIND OR VISUALLY IMPAIRED SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District, in conjunction with the Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children, provides
services to those students identified as blind or visually impaired. The visual impairment must be such a nature as to adversely affect
the educational performance of the student. Determination of such impairment must include an assessment and a comprehensive
report by an eye specialist outlining the nature and degree of the impairment. The visual support teacher may consult with
students and teachers regarding appropriate educational planning and for the training and use of assistive devices. Orientation and
mobility training may also be provided as needed during the school day.

MULTIPLE DISABILITIES SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District, in conjunction with the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit and private schools, provides
services to those students identified as multi-disabled. These students have more than one (I) disabling condition including, but not
limited to, profound intellectual disability, severe language disorders, vision impairments, hearing disorders, and significant health
problems. The combination of disabilities results in needs which require extraordinary services. Education programs for students
with multiple disabilities are outlined in the student's IEP and may include, but are not limited to, acquisition, maintenance, and
generalization of function skills.
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Speech and language support programs operate at each school. Speech and language therapists consult with teachers to assist
with the maintenance of speech and language development. Students in need of continued work in the area of language
development and speech articulation may be identified as eligible for speech and language services after participating in screening
activities and involvement of the !ST teacher. Eligible students may pa11icipate in speech and language small group therapy
sessions. In order to be eligible for the speech and language program, the student's disability must interfere with classroom
performance.
TRANSITION
Eligible students in special education support programs in ages 14 and older must have Individual Transition Plans (ITP's) written
as pat1 of the Individualized Education Program (IEP). Transition is defined as those goals that will assist students in making the
transition from school to further education or gainful employment after graduation. Riverside Beaver County School District
provides annual activities for students ages 14 and older in areas of vocational aptitude and vocational exploration to survey career
interests.
EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES
The Riverside Beaver County School District in conjunction with the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit provided an ongoing system
to locate, identify, and evaluate young children, ages three (3) to kindergarten, with special needs that are likely to interfere with
learning development. Once students are identified as eligible for special education services, an Individualized Educational Program
is written and services are delivered through the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit.
EARLY INTERVENTION
The goal of early intervention is to prevent or improve the effects of the child's disability before entry into public school. These
services may be delivered in a classroom setting, at home or a combination of both. The duration of the program, in terms of hours
per week, varies according to the individual need of the child and his/her family. Early Intervention Programs are provided for
children ages 3 year to 5 years. The need for early intervention services must be in one of the following areas: physical, sensory,
cognitive, speech and language, social-emotional, and self-help. Services must be provided by qualified personnel. The Beaver
Valley Intermediate Unit provides early intervention for the children in our school district.
SURROGATE PARENTS
The school district has the responsibility of developing a surrogate parent program for school-age children with disabilities
residing in the Riverside Beaver County School District. The District must see that any student with a disability who is either a
ward of the state or whose parent or guardian is unknown or unavailable has a surrogate parent. The surrogate parent acts in place of
the parent in matters concerning the student's education programs/services. The role of the surrogate parent is voluntary and training
is provided regarding the role of a surrogate parent.
HOMELESS CHILDREN
McKinney Homeless Act - Public Law I 03-382 Subtitle B Education for Homeless Children and Youth, Sec. 722 (d) (2)
The main goal of the Children's Initiative is "to provide activities and services for such homeless children including preschool
aged children, and homeless youth that enable these children to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school, or, if appropriate,
preschool programs. Guidelines from the U.S. Department of Education and the Pennsylvania Education for Homeless
Children and Youth State Plan has this homeless definition: Children living with parent in a domestic violence shelter; individuals
and/or families living with relatives or friends due to lack of housing; run-away children and children and youth who have been
abandoned or forced out of their home by parents or other caretakers; children or migrant families who lack adequate housing; and
school-age unwed mothers or expectant mothers living in houses for unwed mothers if they have no other available living
accommodations.

OTHER SERVICES
The Riverside Beaver County School District provides for such services as physical therapy and occupational therapy
through private contractors. Determination of eligibility for the service of physical therapy shall be based upon a
physician's recommendation and results of an evaluation conducted by a licensed physical therapist. Determination of
eligibility for the services of occupational therapy shall be based on the recommendation of an MDE/IEP team and the
results of an evaluation conducted by an occupational therapist.
GIFTED EDUCATION SERVICES AND PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District operates programs for students identified as exceptional (gifted) in
accordance with Gifted Education Standards and Regulations. The goal of the gifted support program is to encourage
the development of intellectual and creative ability for the exceptional student. This program provides special services
and programs not ordinarily provided in the regular education program.

Participation in gifted support is based upon the individual student's eligibility and need for acceleration and/or
enrichment.
State and district identification criteria for the gifted support program must be met.
Riverside Beaver County School District has a system to locate and identify all students within the district who are
thought to be gifted and in need of specially designed instruction. The Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) is a
process to gather the information that will be used to decide if the student qualifies for gifted education and, if so, the
types of programs and services needed. Part of this process includes an evaluation by a certified school psychologist.

A child may be referred for the first GMDE as follows:
Parents may ask the school to give their child a GMDE at any time, but there is a limit of one request per year. They
may ask for this evaluation by sending a letter to the principal of their child's school. If an oral request is made, the
school will provide a form to complete. The school must have written parental permission to evaluate the child, even
if a verbal request is made. School officials cannot proceed without parental written permission. Under certain
circumstances the district may request a hearing to get approval from an impartial hearing officer to conduct an
evaluation.
Teachers may also ask to have students evaluated. Again, they must get written parental permission before conducting
the GMDE.
All evaluations needed to determine a child's eligibility for gifted programs and services will be provided by the
child's school district at no charge to parents. Parents may, at their own expense, obtain an independent evaluation
by a qualified professional that the school district must consider in any decision regarding the provision of gifted
education. The evaluations must look at all information relevant to the child's suspected giftedness. This includes
intellectual ability, academic monitoring, learning strengths, and educational needs. The process must also include
information from parents or others who know the child. Information provided by the child may also be used.
The Gifted Multidisciplinary Team (GMDT) reviews all materials and prepares a Gifted Written Report (GWR) that
recommends whether the child is gifted and needs specially designed instruction. As members of the GMDT, parents
may present written information for consideration. The GWR must include the reasons for the recommendations and list
the names and positions of everyone who was pai1 of the GMDT. The entire GMDE process must be completed within
60 calendar days from the date parents give permission by signing the "Permission to Evaluate" form. The GMDE must
be completed and provided to parent within 60 calendar days.
Further information regarding procedures, or the gifted support program, can be obtained by calling the school
psychologist at
(724) 758-7512, extension 3032.

NOTICE OF NON DISCRIMINATION
The Riverside Beaver County School District, an equal opportunity employer, will not discriminate in employment,
educational programs or activities based on race, gender, color, religion, age, ancestry, physical handicap, or union
membership. The district policy is in accordance with State and Federal laws including Title IX of the Educational
Amendments of 1972 and Section 503 and 504 of the rehabilitation Act of 1973. Inquiries should be directed to David
Anney, Coordinator of Title IX and Section 503/504, Riverside Beaver County School District, 318 Country Club Drive,
Ellwood City, PA 16117-9340, (724)758-7512, extension 3027.

The Riverside Beaver County School District participates in the Beaver County Area Vocational Technical School. The
following are vocational offerings at the Beaver County Vo-Tech to which all Riverside students, regardless of race,
gender, color, religion, age, ancestry, physical handicap, or any other special needs individuals have, can participate: Air
conditioning and Refrigeration, Automated Manufacturing Technology/Robotics, Automotive Mechanics, Automotive
Occupations, Business Data Processing, Carpentry, Career Guidance Programs, Commercial Art, Computerized
Materials Handling, Cosmetology, Drafting/Design Technology, Electrical Occupations, Electronics, Food Preparation
and Services, Graphic A11s, Greenhouse Landscaping, health Occupations, Machine Tool Technology and Welding.
Any violation of the non-discrimination policy should be directed to David Anney, Coordinator of Title IX and Sections
503/504, Riverside Beaver County School District, 3 I 8 Country Club Drive, Ellwood City, PA 161 I 7. Phone: 724-758
-7512 Extension 3027.
NOTIFICATION OF THE RIGHT TO REQUEST INFORMATION
The No Child Left Behind Act l l l l (h) (6) (A) requires that parents be informed of the right to request information
about the professional qualification of the teachers who teach their children. Requests should be directed to the building
principal.

RIVERSIDE

The Riverside Beaver County School District will forge a dynamic
learning partnership

GUIDANCE SERVICES


Aids teachers and parents in helping children



Helps people to make better use of community resources



Uses tests to provide information about abilities, achievement, interests, and needs of students



Assists students with the growing-up process



Coordinates efforts with other school specialists



Facilitates parent discussion groups



Helps students with school, college, job, career, and personal plans



Participates in curriculum development



Maintains student confidences

With whom does a counselor consult?
A counselor consults with teachers, parents, administrators, school boards, pupil personnel workers, community resource
personnel, physicians, psychologist, mental health professionals, and of course, the student!

How does a student see the counselor?
The counselor may make an appointment with the student; parents may refer their child; administrators, teachers, and other
staff may refer students; friends may refer students; or, students may just stop in to see a counselor.
Additional information regarding guidance services may be requested by contacting:
Mrs. Kylee Kaszer

Guidance Counselor - 6-8

724-758-7512 Ext. 3018

Mr. Michael Gibson

Guidance Counselor - K-5

724-758-7512 Ext. 3038

Mr. Benjamin Huth

Guidance Counselor H.S.

724-758-7512 Ext. 3020

Ms. Jennifer Brown

Guidance Counselor H.S.

724-758-7512 Ext. 3039

HEALTH SERVICES
What is the goal of the school?
The goal of the school nurse is to provide the fullest possible educational opportunity for each district student by minimizing absence
due to illness and creating a climate of health and well-being in the district schools. All duties are performed in accordance with
district/state board of educational policies and procedures and state law regarding nursing.
What services are provided by the school?
The school nurse provides:
 growth and development screening
 hearing screening
 scoliosis screening
 vision screening
 tuberculin testing
 health counseling
 health education
 special health programs

What are some of the functions of a school nurse?
Some nurses:





obtain an in-depth health and immunization history for each child
maintain a cumulative comprehensive health record for each child
assess the health status of children
strive to maintain a safe school environment

How can parents help?
Parents should:




get to know the school nurse
communicate with the school nurse about their child's health needs
keep the nurse informed about changes in the status of their child's health

Further information regarding school health services is available by contacting:
Mrs. Stephanie Murdock

School Nurse 6-12 & Riverside Kindergarten

(724)758-7512, ext. 3015

Mrs. Amber Gebhart

School Nurse K-5 & Riverside Middle School

(724)758-7512, ext. 3040

RESPONSE TO INSTRUCTION AND INTERVENTION (R. T. I. I.)

Recognizing the need to create success in the classroom, as well as serving as a screening for students who may need
special services, the Riverside Primary and Kindergarten Centers utilize a Response to Instruction and Intervention
process. The purpose of RTII is to target students who may experience academic or behavioral problems. RTII is a
program for all students in grades K-3 and the goal is to help your child experience success in school. RTII is a problem
solving process which includes the provision of systematic, research-based instruction and interventions to struggling
learners. It assumes that the instruction/interventions are matched to the student needs and that the monitoring of progress
is continuous. RTII is designed as an early intervention to prevent long term failure.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

Who is responsible for providing psychological services?
The School Psychologist is responsible for providing psychological services in the district.
What is a School Psychologist?
School psychologists are professionals who are trained to work with preschoolers, children, adolescents, and their
teachers and families. They work with all school personnel to help make education for students a positive rewarding
experience. School Psychologists receive special training in mental health, child development, motivation and learning
processes, emotional and behavioral adjustment, and psychological and instructional testing. School administrators,
principals, and teachers rely on the school psychologist when planning educational decisions about school children.

What is the goal of the School Psychologist?
To help teacher, parents, and students:
 Understand, prevent, and solve problems
 Promote positive mental health and effective environments for learning
What types of services does the School Psychologist provide?
 Collaborate with parents, teachers, and school personnel about learning/behavior problems
 Help others better understand child development and its relationship to learning and behavior
 Strengthen working relationships between educators, parents, and the community
 Work with the Response To Instruction and Intervention Team (RTII) to provide support in the regular classroom to
children who have had difficulty with the regular education program
 Help develop an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) for children who receive special education services
 Participate in Student Assistance Programs (SAP) helping children who might have drug-related or emotional
problems
Education and Training Programs
Provide education programs on:
 Conflict resolution
 Anger management
 Classroom management strategies
 Parenting skills
 Substance abuse
 Eating disorders
 Work with students with disabilities or gifted and talented students
 Teaching and learning strategies
 Teacher and staff development
 Community action programs
 Multicultural perspective in schooling
 Coordination of district-wide programs and outside agency services for students
Research
 evaluate the effectiveness of academic programs, behavior management procedures, and other services provided in
the school setting
 conduct research to generate new knowledge to improve learning and behavior
Assess
 Working closely with parents, teachers, and school personnel, the school psychologist uses a wide variety of
techniques to evaluate:
 academic skills
 learning aptitudes
 social skills
 self-help skills
 personality and emotional development
 eligibility for special service programs
 school and classroom programs
 career and vocational goals

Intervention





work directly with students and families
help resolve conflict and problems related to learning and adjustment
early identification of students' potential learning difficulties
provide individual and family counseling, social skills training, behavior management, and other interventions help
families with difficult crisis such as separation or loss

For further information pertaining to school district psychological services, contact: Mark White 724-758-7512 Ext.
3032
CHAPTER 15 SERVICES
What is a Chapter 15 "Protected Handicapped Student"?
A protected handicapped student is a school age child with a physical or mental disability, which substantially limits or
prohibits participation in, or access to, any aspect of the school program.
What aids, services, or accommodations are available?
In compliance with State and Federal Law, the Riverside School District will provide to each protected handicapped
student, without discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related aids, services, or accommodations, which
are needed to provide equal opportunity to participate in, and obtain the benefits of, the school program to the maximum
extent appropriate to the student's abilities.
These services and protections for "protected handicapped student" are distinct from those applicable to all eligible or
exceptional students enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in special education programs.
For further information regarding Chapter 15 Protected Handicapped Students, referral procedures, and details
regarding service agreements, please contact: Mr. Mark D. White, School Psychologist at 724-758-7512 Ext. 3032

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Under what circumstances is a MDE initiated?
A student is referred for the Multidisciplinary Evaluation (MOE) if instructional assessment suggests difficulties. An
MOE may be requested by teachers or parents. An MOE may also be initiated by the RTII Team in such buildings where
these services are available, if interventions have produced little or no improvement.

What is a Multidisciplinary Evaluation (MDE)?
An MDE is a comprehensive evaluation report that contains information on a student's educational needs/strengths, the interpretation
of assessment results, observations from classrooms and other setting and information from parents. The MOE makes
recommendations regarding eligibility and educational programming. The MOE is signed by each member of the Multidisciplinary
Team (MDT) indicating their involvement in the evaluation process as part of the multidisciplinary team.

Who is included on the Multidisciplinary Team (MDT)?
The MDT shall include:







A person knowledgeable in each area of suspected exceptionality
Certified School Psychologist
A person who is familiar with or understands the potential effects of the student's background on the results of the evaluation
Student's parents
Student's regular class teacher
Chairperson of the team, assigned by the chief school administrator

What is the time frame from the time of referral to the Multidisciplinary Evaluation?






"Permission to Evaluate" form is sent to parents. Multidisciplinary Evaluation shall be completed and disseminated within 60
calendar days.
The 'date received 'of parental permission begins the 60 calendar day period for the Multidisciplinary
Evaluation completion.
A copy of the evaluation report shall be delivered to the parents, and a summary of the content of the repo1t shall be effectively
communicated to the parents.
A 30-day extension may be requested at least 10 days prior to the end of the 60 day period (permission can only be granted by
the State Department of Education).

If the MDT’s recommendation is that a student is in need of special education services, what is the next step in planning?
An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is developed for the student.
What is an Individualized Education Program (IEP)?
Federal and State laws require that an Individualized Education Program (IEP) be developed for all children who need special
education services and require that it reflect each child's individual needs.

What is the purpose of the IEP?
The IEP serves a variety of purposes. In many ways, the process used to develop the IEP... the IEP Conference... is as important as
the IEP document. The IEP planning process fosters a dialogue among those individuals involved with the child and provides the
bridge between the assessment process and the program and services to be provided to the student. The IEP planning process
should establish understanding, communication, support and cooperation among parents, teachers, administrators and others who
will be involved in the delivery of services to the student.
In addition, the IEP document provides important information to the individuals involved with the education of the youngster. For
the teacher, the IEP identifies the specific specially designed instruction and related services needed by the student, the student's
present education levels, what, if any, special materials are needed, the specific educational strategies that should be used or
avoided with the student, and also provides a means of monitoring the student's progress.
For the school and program administrators, the IEP also provides a mechanism that aids in the development of personnel and student
rosters and in the identification of staffing needs and patterns.
For the parent, the IEP explains in easily understood, quantifiable terms what the child's education program will be, what specific
services the student will receive, and what is "special" about the youngster's education program. In doing so, the IEP helps the parent
suppo1t the educational program and monitor the student's progress in school.

Included on the IEP team are the following:










One or both of the student's parents
The student, if 18 years of age or older, or if the parents choose to have the student participate
A representative of the district, other than the student's teacher
One or more of the student's current teachers
A person who is familiar with the placement options of the district
A member of the 1ST, if appropriate and if 1ST services are available
One or more members of the MDT that completed the most recent evaluation of the student
A person qualified to conduct a diagnostic examination of students
Other individuals, at the discretion of either the parents or the district

A single member of the IEP team may meet two or more of the qualifications specified.
What is included in the IEP?
Every IEP must include the following:
Present educational levels
Annual goals
Specific special education services and programs to be provided
Related services
Date services begin and end
Objective criteria and evaluation processes to determine progress
Parent participation
Exit criteria
Programs and activities with non-exceptional students
Level of intervention
Type of service
Location of intervention
Signatures of IEP team members
What are the types of services?
 Learning Support for exceptional students whose primary identified need is academic learning
 Gifted Support for exceptional students whose primary need is for enrichment/acceleration
 Life Skills Support for exceptional students where the class is focused primarily on the needs of students for
independent living
 Emotional Support for exceptional students whose primary identified needs are behavioral and emotional in nature
 Sensory Support itinerant services are provided for students in need of vision, hearing, or speech/language support
 Autistic Support for students diagnosed with autism and demonstrate social, communication) sensory and behavioral
needs
What program options are available either within or outside of the District?
Within the District
 Gifted Support
 Learning Support
 Emotional Support
 Speech/Language Support
 Vision Suppot1
 Hearing Support
 Autistic Support
 Life Skills Support

Outside the District
 Multiple Disabilities Support
 Emotional Support
 Speech/Language Support
 Life Skills Support
 Hearing Support
 Approved Private School programs as needed
Students may receive more than one service, depending on their needs.
How soon must the IEP be developed after issuance of the Multidisciplinary Evaluation?
The IEP shall be developed and an IEP meeting is to occur within 30 calendar days after issuance of a MDT's evaluation
report, but not sooner than 10 days. Parents may choose to waive the 10-day period between the MDE and the IEP.

How soon shall the IEP be implemented?
The starting date of services must be stated in the IEP, but no later than 10 calendar days after the completion of the IEP.
The IEP team meetings shall be convened at least annually or more frequently if conditions warrant. The NOREP is to
be signed after development of the IEP.
What is the NOREP?
The NOREP is the Notice of Recommended Educational Placement. It serves as a communication tool between the
school district and parents, documenting the proposed services and programs to be provided for the student. Formal
parent approval is secured with the NOREP. Special education services are not provided without formal parent
approval.
How often are students reevaluated by the Multidisciplinary Teams?
Reevaluation must occur at least once every three years or when a change in placement is deemed necessary.
Reevaluation occurs at least once every two years for those students with an intellectual disability.
What happens if a parent does not agree with the school district’s recommended placement?
Even when team members try their best to come up with the right programs and placements for students, disagreements
can occur at any stage in the special education process. Parents' rights are sometimes called "due process'' rights and
explain how to use a pre-hearing conference, mediation and/or a due-process hearing to resolve those concerns.

PREPARATION FOR ADULT LIFE TRANSITION PLANNING

What is Preparation for Ault Life Transition Planning?
Individualized transition plans are not mandated to be implemented for students with special needs at the secondary
level. An Individualized Transition Plan (ITP) section of the IEP is a written plan based on an individual assessment of a
student's functional skills for community living and employment to ensure an effective transition from school to postsecondary education, training programs, work and community life.
When should transition begin for my child?
The IEP shall begin transition planning for each special needs student no later than age I 4 and transition services
resulting from such planning must be in the IEP. Planning may be sta11ed at a younger age if it is determined to be
appropriate by the IEP team.

Who is responsible for the transition planning?
The school district has the primary responsibility for the transition component of a student's IEP. The district will
request the participation of other appropriate education entities and agencies.
What should be addressed in the Transition Plan?
An IEP with transition services has all the required elements of an IEP with the addition of a transition component.
Transition information should include "needed activities" in the areas of: (I) instruction; (2) community experiences; (3)
the development of employment and other post-school adult living objectives; and (4) if appropriate, acquisition of daily
living skills and functional vocational evaluation.
How can transition planning help my child gain employment?
Employment for persons whose disabilities affect their lives in significant ways requires highly personalized and
creative strategies. The direction for our efforts to develop such employment is decided mostly by preferences, needs,
and skills of the applicants. This information can be generated through a team approach to transitional planning.
How can the transition process help me find our what is available for my child when my child graduates from
school?
A team will work through an action plan for an individual student and will discuss and identify agency services, and
other resources, which may be accessed on behalf of the student.
EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
The Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit #27 provides early intervention programs and services intended to locate and
identify eligible young children between the ages of3 and 5 years who are in need of special education services. The
following is a list of services that may be provided to eligible young children:
 screening
 evaluation
 program planning
 consultation
 direct services


Information about Early Intervention services, including obtaining a screening in the intermediate unit area, is available
by
contacting Mrs. Lori Murtha (724)774-7800.
Further information pertaining to the district's special education services, screening or evaluation of a child's educational
needs, early intervention, parent's rights, mediation or due process procedures is available upon request.
School Contact: Mr. Mark D. White (724)758-7512, ext. 3032
Additional information and resources are also available from:
The Mentor Parent Program 1-888-447-1431
Pittsfield, PA
Education Law Center of PA 2 I 5-238-6970 Philadelphia
412-258-2120 Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania Association for Gifted Education (P.A.G.E.) 1-888-736-6443

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

What is the Student Assistance Program (SAP)?
The purpose of SAP is to identify students who are having academic, mental health, drug-alcohol, or eating disorder problems. Team
members evaluate the cause of these problems and help the student get whatever help the student may need.
Where are Student Assistance Program services available?
The Student Assistance Program services are available at the Riverside Middle School and Riverside High School. Each building
has trained SAP teams.
Who are the members of the SAP Team?
The team is composed of several teachers and support staff who are concerned with the well-being and academic achievements of
students in the Riverside Beaver County School District. Members of the team at each school district include a central office
administrator, a building administrator, a guidance counselor, a school nurse, and one or more teachers.
How can parents be involved?
Parents can refer their son or daughter to SAP if they feel there is a problem. Parents may be requested to meet with members of the
team to discuss their child's problem and possible solutions.
What are the procedures used by SAP?
After a referral is received, evaluation forms are sent to all the staff members involved with that particular student. When the forms
are returned, they are discussed and evaluated by the team. The student is interviewed by members of the team. Information
obtained from that interview is discussed with other team members.
The student may be:
 requested to complete a student questionnaire
 requested to meet with all team members
 referred to a school counselor
 referred to an outside agency such as Mental Health, Drug/ Alcohol, etc.
 referred to their family physician
 requested to continue to be under supervision and monitoring by the team
What does SAP not do?
SAP members do not discipline or treat problems. The intent of SAP is to provide students/families with assistance and make
appropriate referral for help.
Who may refer students to SAP?
Referrals can be made by teachers, parents, other students, or concerned individuals.
On an annual basis, policy guidelines are sent to parents in the student handbook distributed from the Principal's office. Copies of the
policy guidelines and further information regarding SAP may be obtained by contacting:

Mr. Bret Trotta
Asst. Superintendent/ Director of Special Education
318 Country Club Drive Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-758-7512 Ext. 3027
Mr. Michael Brooks
Principal 9-12 Riverside High School
300 Country Club Drive Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-758-7512 ext. 3001

Mr. Steve Girting
Riverside Elementary Principal Kdg. - 5th
302 Country Club Drive Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-758-7512 ext. 1063
Mr. Brian Churovia
Assistant Principal Riverside High School
300 Country Club Drive Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-758-7512 ext. 3002
Mrs. Alicia Dwyer Riverside
Middle School Principal 6th– 8th
302 Country Club Drive Ellwood City, PA 16117
724-758-7512 ext.3036

SURROGATE PARENT PLAN
What is a surrogate parent?
A surrogate parent is an individual who represents a handicapped child in those circumstances where a parent or legal
guardian would normally be responsible for representing the educational needs of their handicapped child. The
surrogate parent is an adult volunteer who takes on certain quasi-legal responsibilities in order to serve the best
interests of the child.
Who may be identified to be in need of a surrogate parent?
To be identified as in need of a surrogate parent, a preschool or school aged student must meet two criteria:
 the student must be handicapped or suspected of being handicapped and in need of special education
 the student must be a ward of the state or parents must be unknown or unavailable
How may I obtain more information about the Surrogate Parent Plan?
The Riverside School District has a Surrogate Parent Plan and the District coordinates surrogate parent arrangements
through the local Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit #27. Additional information or copies of the Surrogate Parent plan
are available by contacting Mr. Mark White, School Psychologist at (724)758-7512, ext. 3032.

E.S.E.A. TITLE I SUPPORT PROGRAM
What is Title I?
"Title l"' is sho1t for "Part A of Title I of the Improving America's Schools Act of 1994, Reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965." Title I took effect July\, 1995. The Riverside Beaver County
School District receives these federal funds to operate a supplemental Title I reading and math program. Eligible
students receive assistance in addition to the regular classroom instruction. These services are provided by reading
specialists and educational assistants.
What is the purpose of Title I?
The goal of Title I is to provide a high quality of education for every child. The program provides assistance to students
who need it most. The program also provides additional training for school staff concerning how to meet the needs of all
students, especially those who are having academic difficulty. The ultimate goal of Title I is to assist students to be
successful in the regular classroom.
How are students selected to receive Title I services?
Students are selected to receive Title I services through a variety of methods.
Kindergarten students are selected to receive services after being observed by the regular classroom teacher, early
childhood specialist, math specialists, and/or the Title I reading specialist. Several screening checklists are used which
evaluate the student's abilities in pre-reading and math. Together, the teachers then decide on students whom they
believe will benefit from extra help. Students are identified and receive support help by October I" of each year.
First grade students are selected after first being recommended by the regular Kindergarten teacher and the Early
Childhood Specialist. All students in grades K-4 are given a DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Skills) and
math assessment three times during the school year (September, January, and May). This assessment helps the Title I
staff screen students for the program and monitor their academic progress.
Eligible students may receive reading and/or math services. Parents are contacted by letter that their child is eligible to
receive
services.
How do students receive this extra help in reading?
The Title I instruction takes place in the child's regular classroom and through small group pull out sessions. The Title I
staff member and regular classroom teacher work together to decide what specific services the student needs.
Title I staff is in the regular classrooms four to five times a week. The schedule is determined on the specific needs of
the students and the regular classroom schedule. The Title I staff member may co-teach with the classroom teacher
or work with a small group of students. The Title I staff provide the regular classroom teachers and students with a
variety of supplemental materials and assistance.
How are parents involved in Title I?
Parents are a part of the Title I team! Parents influence a child's education more than any teacher or school.
Parent involvement is a key requirement in the Title I program. Parents are notified in late September each year about the
child's selection for Title I services. Parents are also invited to attend Title I Parent Conferences, which offer information
specifically for parents about supporting their child's education. Parental involvement is a necessary factor in helping
children succeed in school. Informational sessions and parenting workshops are provided.

PUBLIC NOTICE
RIVERSIDE BEAVER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT GIFTED EDUCATION SERVICES AND
PROGRAMS
The Riverside Beaver County School District operates programs for students identified as exceptional (gifted) in
accordance with Gifted Education Standards and Regulations. The goal of the gifted support program is to encourage the
development of intellectual and creative ability for the exceptional student. This program provides special services and
programs not ordinarily provided in the regular education program.
Participation in gifted support is based upon the individual student's eligibility and need for acceleration and/or
enrichment. State mandated identification criteria for the gifted support program must be met.
Riverside Beaver County School District has a system to locate and identify all students within the district who are
thought to be gifted and in need of specially designed instruction. The Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) is a
process to gather the information that will be used to find out if the student qualifies for gifted education and, if so, the
types of programs and services needed. Part of this process includes an evaluation by a certified school psychologist.
A child may be referred for the first GMDE as follows:
Parents may ask the school to evaluate their child at any time, but requests are limited to one request per year. Parents
may ask for an evaluation by sending a letter to their building principal. The school must have written parental
permission to evaluate a child. School officials cannot proceed without written permission.
Teachers may ask to have a student evaluated. Written parental permission must be obtained prior to conducting the
GMDE.
Evaluations needed to determine a child's eligibility for gifted programs and services will be provided by the child's
school district at no charge to parents. Parents may, at their own expense, obtain an independent evaluation by a
qualified professional that the school district must consider in any decision regarding the provision of gifted education.
The evaluations must look at all information relevant to the child's suspected giftedness. This includes academic
functioning, learning strengths, and educational needs. The process must also include information from parents or others
who know the child. Information provided by the child may also
be used.
The Gifted Multidisciplinary Team (GMDT) reviews all materials and prepares a Gifted Written Report (GWR) that
recommends whether the child is gifted and needs specially designed instruction. As members of the GMDT, parents
may present written information for consideration. The GWR must include the reasons for the recommendations and list
the names and positions of everyone who was part of the GMDT.

The entire GMDE process must be completed within 60 calendar days from the date parents give written permission by
signing the "Permission to Evaluate" form.

Further information regarding procedures, or the gifted support program, may be obtained by calling the school
psychologist at (724) 758-7512, extension 3032.
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NOTICE OF NON DISCRIMINATION
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The Riverside Beaver County School
District participates in the Beaver County
Career and Technology Center. The
following are vocational offerings at the
Beaver County Career and Technology
Center to which all Riverside students,
regardless of race, gender, color, creed,
religion, age, sexual orientation, ancestry,
national origin, handicap/disability, or any
other special needs individuals have, can
participate: Automotive Technology,
Business Information Systems, Carpentry,
Collision Repair Technology, Commercial
Art and Design, Cosmetology, Culinary
Arts, Drafting/Design Technology,
Electrical Occupations, Graphic Arts and
Printing, Greenhouse/Landscaping, Health
Occupations, HVAC-R, Logistics and
Materials Management, Machine Tool
Technology, Masonry/Bricklaying,
Welding, and Plumbing and Heating.
Any violation of the non-discrimination
policy should be directed to the Assistant
Superintendent, Coordinator of Title IX
and Sections 503/504, Riverside Beaver
County School District, 318 Country Club
Drive, Ellwood City, PA 16117. Phone:
724-758-7512.

The Riverside Beaver County School District, an equal opportunity employer,
will not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based
on race, gender, color, creed, religion, age, sexual orientation, ancestry,
national origin, handicap/disability, or union membership. The district policy
is in accordance with State and Federal laws including Title IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972 and Section 503 and 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Inquiries should be directed to David Anney,
Coordinator of Title IX and Section 503/504, Riverside Beaver County School
District, 318 Country Club Drive, Ellwood City, PA 16117-9340, (724)758-7512.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS:
The Riverside School District levies the following taxes
Earned Income Tax

1/2%

Per Capita Tax (age 18 and over)

$13.00

Real Estate Tax

67.05 mills

Real Estate Transfer Tax

1/2%

LOCAL TAX COLLECTORS:
EARNED INCOME TAX
Berkheimer Tax Administrator

(800) 360-8989

REAL ESTATE AND PER CAPITA
Franklin Twp.

Kristin Kelosky

(724) 752-3064

Marion Twp.

April Webster

(724) 453-1751

North Sewickley Twp.

Karen Trozzo

(724) 847-3359

Failure to receive or procure forms required for payment of tax does not excuse the taxpayer from
liability for payment.

