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January began with the Board of Education holding their annual reorganization
meeting on January 2. Three Board members were sworn in. Returning for a
second term was Salvatore Schiano. Michael James and Aneka Miller were sworn
in for their first term. The Board selected Eileen Francisco-Cabus as the Board
President and Sal Schiano as the Vice President.
On January 23, the Burlington County Freeholders awarded our high school a
safety grant in the amount of up to $425,000. This money will be used for
enhancements and upgrades throughout the High School to increase safety for our
students, faculty, and staff.
We are also now in the early phase of developing our district budget for 2019-20.
We know what everyone wants, from the Board to the staff. The challenge is to fit it
into an affordable package.
As January turned into February, we have seen some wild swings in the
temperature. Last week we suffered through record lows and this week we are in
the 60’s! Fortunately, we have avoided any weather issues during the week, but
winter is still early.
Finally, these newsletters are a great source of district information but you can read
up-to-the-minute news updates by “liking” our Facebook page by clicking HERE.
Additional information about the district and each of our schools can be found on
our district homepage at www.bordentown.k12.nj.us.
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Staff In-Service Day
January 18, 2019
On Friday, January 18, 2019, the Bordentown Regional School District staff came together for a districtwide professional development day. Despite the snowy weather, the faculty and staff arrived bright and
early for a day of learning about topics that centered on maintaining student well-being.
Ms. Nell Geiger, the Student Assistance Coordinator and District HIB Coordinator,
started our day with an informative presentation regarding Harassment, Intimidation
and Bullying. Ms. Geiger highlighted the positive programs, including Bully Free
Fridays at the middle school and the OnPoint program utilized at the high school, that
are being implemented in the schools at Bordentown to promote a safe and nurturing
environment for all of our students. Ms. Geiger shared how teachers and counselors
might assist children in our school district to help them feel “safe, strong and free!”
Our next presenter from Prevention Plus, Mr. Joe
Conlin, provided the faculty and staff with
information on current drug trends facing students
today.
Following along the theme of keeping our students safe and secure,
teachers and staff had an opportunity to work
with the security application, Navigate
Prepared as part of the security upgrades to
our school district over the past several months.
Lastly, George Scott facilitated a discussion on the topic of Suicide Awareness
entitled: Working Together to Support Children: A Candid Discussion about Toxic
Events and Suicide AND What Educators Can Do. Dr. Scott’s presentation
shared pertinent information regarding the well-being of students and what might
influence a student’s behavior both in and out of school. Topics of discussion
included how the brain works when faced with stressors and the importance of
maintaining personal health by practicing self-care with activities like
mindfulness. Dr. Scott reminded teachers of the positive effect that one person
can have on another when they are in need of support.
At the end of the day, teachers and staff left the in-service with information that
will help them to better serve the students of the Bordentown Regional School
District.
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Community District Alliance
Ms. Jodie Glenn, Director
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STEM Clubs are
THRIVING in Bordentown

CDA is proud to support afterschool programs and we are especially excited about our STEM Clubs occurring at Peter
Muschal School, MacFarland Intermediate School and Bordentown Regional Middle School. Students are enthusiastic
about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and there is no better place to witness this passion than at our
afterschool programs.
Through use of the Rozzy Learning Company’s STEM Career Adventures, advisors (Ms. Esposito, Ms. McCall, Ms.
Decker, Ms. Mazza and Ms. Maxwell) create lessons that focus on an experiment, a related career, as well as, an innovator
in that field. An example of one lesson is “The Case of the Missing Ice Cream and Pizza” where students investigate a
crime scene, learn about Forensic Scientists and celebrate Edmond Locard, a French criminologist.
What is truly unique about our afterschool STEM Clubs is that they collaborate with our high school students who share the
same passion for STEM. Led by Arthi Baskaran, Jaspreet Singh, and Jennifer Zhang, BRHS students volunteer to teach
lessons and lead experiments with our younger students. The mentoring that occurs only enhances our programs and our
students’ interest.
The Community District Alliance is also working with
Mr. Walder, Mr. Sprague, Ms. Esposito and Ms. Ashish
to plan our 2nd Annual STEM Fair Family Night on Thursday,
May 16, 2019 at 6:00pm. Bring your family out to celebrate
the accomplishments of our STEM Club students, explore
student-created projects and participate in many hands-on
activities.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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BRHS FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
Congratulations to Mr.
Iconic, Greyson
Curran, for winning
Mr. Bordentown 2019
────
Thursday Jan 31st
Wing Bowl @5:30PM
────
Estaban Gast will
speak to the students
at BRHS
Jan 28th
────
Congratulations to our
December Students of

GOVERNOR’S EDUCATORS
OF THE YEAR 2018-19

MRS. WAGSTAFF &
MRS. GEIGER

Mrs. Wagstaff, a member of the BRHS World Language department, has
been in education for 34 years and served the Bordentown community for
22 years. Described in her nominations as “an asset to BRHS,” “a leader in
the Spanish Department,” and “constantly trying new ideas.”
Mrs. Geiger, Student Assistance Counselor at BRHS & BRMS, has been in
Bordentown for 6 years with a total of 22 years in education. Her students
say she is “great to talk to” and “is good at helping kids” with a variety of
concerns or anything they want to talk about with her.

the Month: Arthi
Baskaran, Rachel
Oshiyemi, Jessica
Norcross & Taylor
Russell

BRHS EXAMS
Jan 24th and 25th
Ask your child about the
BRHS elective fair from
January 17th and what they are
excited to see on his/her
schedule next year!

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES FEBRUARY 2019
BRMS Teacher and Educational Services
Professional of the Year
Congratulations to Bordentown Regional Middle School's
Educational Services Professional of the Year, Ms. Stacey
Melnick and Teacher of the Year, Mr. Kristian Rivera.
They both make such a huge impact on our students &
staff. We are so proud to honor and recognize their
accomplishment!

STUDENT COUNCIL

Every year, the BRMS Student Council discusses its
purpose. Building a positive climate among our peers
at school is always the forefront. These young
individuals focus on making a change. Making school,
home, their neighborhood, their town, their world a
better place. This year they demonstrated their
abilities to BE that change. The students collected and
donated personal and home necessities, as well as,
children’s needs to Woman Space. The organization
provides safe housing for women and children suffering
from domestic abuse.

IMPACT CLUB

Members of our IMPACT Club held their
annual Intergenerational Tea today with
members of our community! During this
event, participants get to play Jingo, a
holiday version of Bingo, sing holiday
songs, as well as have a meal with our
students.

MacFarland Intermediate School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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MIS February News Update
MacFarland Students have been participating in a variety of engaging and fun learning opportunities.
Recently, 4th and 5th grade students took part in a Geography Bee, answering various geography
related questions. The MIS school level winner will complete an online geography test and pending
the results he/she may be eligible to participate in a county wide Geography Bee!

This past week, Bordentown City Commissioner Joseph Meyers visited with students in Mrs. Mizerak’s class to discuss
city planning and infrastructure. Students learned how cities and towns maintain utilities, roads etc. Commissioner
Meyers answered many insightful questions asked by students and they learned a great deal from his visit.

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Clara Barton News
Happy New Year from Clara Barton School!
On behalf of Clara Barton, we would like to congratulate our 2018-2019 Teacher of the Year and Educational Service
Professional of the Year. We are so pleased to have such dedicated, inspiring and outstanding staff members represent
the excellence of CBS for Burlington County. It is an honor to have them recognized for their exceptional work with our
students.
Our Teacher of the Year is Mrs. Tara Planas-Borgstrom. Mrs. Planas was nominated by a parent whose letter was filled
with admiration for her kind demeanor and her skilled approach toward kindergarten. They wrote, lovingly, of Mrs. Planas’
ability to calm children by day and parents by night. They continued on with her great skill of creating a stimulating
classroom which is filled with happiness. Their praise of Mrs. Planas ranged through classroom demeanor, to organization,
to communication, and the love of guiding students through the trials and travails of kindergarten. Mrs. Planas is a loving,
kind, skilled, veteran teacher who clearly loves her job, her students, and Bordentown and it is evident that Bordentown
loves her right back!
Our Educational Services Professional of the Year is Mrs. Tuesday Robinson. Mrs. Robinson was nominated by multiple
parents from our school and we were delighted that the Governor saw fit to permit Instructional Aides into this category
for the first time. Mrs. Robinson serves dual roles at CBS where she works for the CDA as our Before School Morning
Coordinator – and she is wise, loving, kind, and knowledgeable about all our students. In her nomination letters parents
note how she goes beyond what most would do for a child under their care and she takes great care in finding the balance
between knowing when to challenge their child and knowing when she is truly in need of assistance. Also noted is Mrs.
Robinson truly cares about her child’s success at Clara Barton School. Mrs. Robinson is a beloved veteran staff member
at Clara Barton School.
The staff, students, and parents of Clara Barton are overjoyed to honor both of these special staff members. We are
fortunate to have them on our staff. Please congratulate them when you see them!

Tara Planas-Borgstrom 2018-2019
Teacher of the Year

Tuesday Robinson 2018-2019
Educational Services Professional of the Year

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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Peter Muschal Elementary School News

Congratulations to Ms. Lauren Brandimarto for receiving the recognition for Teacher of the Year for the 2018-2019
school year. Congratulations to Mrs. Noreen McBride for receiving the recognition for Educational Services
Professional for the 2018-2019 school year.
On January 13th our PTA hosted a Harlem Wizards basketball game with a popular touring group. While raising funds for
schools it was a very popular family event. There was playful competition between “locals,” in our case, students,
teachers, administrators and police officers – those known and trusted by our children and families - and a group of
professional basketball players and comedians.
We applaud our PTA for providing a family event as an outlet for fun on a Sunday afternoon. Our school community is
strong, unified and committed to providing Bordentown’s children with positive experiences that demonstrate the support
that surrounds them.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
February 13 – Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm
February 18 – Presidents Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
March 6 – Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm
March 19 – Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm (Tuesday)

“Never, never be afraid to do what’s right”
-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn
more, do more and become more, you are a leader"
-John Quincy Adams

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

