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OCTOBER 10
PSAT for Grade 11

• • • • • •
OCTOBER 24
“Raising Resilient Children and
Teens” BY Dr. Robert Brooks
8:00 p.m. at Oakwood
(see attached flier)

• • • • • •
OCTOBER 25
Professional Day
Boys Divisions Only
Regular Minyanim
10:30 a.m. dismissal

• • • • • •
OCTOBER 29-31
School Pictures
Details to Follow

One of my father’s most vivid childhood memories took place in the kitchen of his
grandmother, Rebbetzin Peshe Ziv, daughter-in-law of the famed Alter of Kelm, Rabbi Simcha
Zissel Ziv, zt”l. As a youngster, my father expressed that his plate was shmutzik, dirty, and his
grandmother admonished him, saying that “in our family we do not say that a plate is shmutzik;
rather we say that it is nisht rein, not clean.” Like most eight year olds, my father countered
that everyone else uses the term, to which his grandmother reiterated that “in our family we
do not talk that way, as you descend from generations of people who did not talk that way.”
My father remembered both the encounter and its message for the rest of his life. Refined
speech shapes one’s character and we must hold ourselves and educate our children towards
higher moral standards.
The message finds its source in Parshas Noach when the Torah records the types of animals
which accompanied Noach and his family into the ark in an effort to survive the impending
flood: min habehama hatehora umin habehama asher ainenah tehora, From the animals that
are pure and from the animals that are not pure (7,8). The Talmud teaches that by deviating
from the Torah’s routine and adding eight Hebrew letters – the Torah could have stated tamei
(impure) instead of ainenah tahor (not pure) – the Torah demonstrates the importance of
refined speech (Talmud, Pesachim 3A).
As impactful as her words were, perhaps my great-grandmother’s mussar regarding refined
speech was only part of her message for life. True, she personified the rarified atmosphere of
the cradle of the mussar movement – the city of Kelm – and granted, refined speech was a
focus in their character development. But the lesson was much broader. Her insistence that
“in our family” we do things differently expands both the reach and the impact of her message.
Too many parents find themselves handicapped by their child’s seemingly confident insistence
that “everyone else is doing it” or “everyone has it”. Almost a century later, my greatgrandmother’s lesson teaches contemporary parents that the “everyone else” factor is
irrelevant because “in our family we don’t do that.” Period.
Whether the conversation is about crossing a street, pursuing a driver’s license, kashrus
leniencies, media exposure, technology usage, owning a device or more, this simple message
empowers parents to follow their gut feeling, maintain their principles, stand their ground and
say no when they deem it appropriate. With love, logic, sympathy and empathy, those three
magical words – in our family – effectively convey why an option for others is simply not an
options for us: Because in our family we don’t do that.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000
or email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

We are back in school for the first full week
after a wonderful Sukkos break during
which our talmidim have indicated on their
returned charts that they learned and
participated in all of the mitzvos special to
yom tov.
The morning we returned to school, we had a special upsherin of Yitzi Kulefsky –
son of Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomie Kulefsky and grandson of
Rabbi and Mrs. Asher Newman. The upsherin took place
in Yitzi’s brother, Yaakov’s, second grade classroom.
Mazel tov to Mordechai Jacobs, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Yonah Jacobs who recently celebrated his upsherin in his
brother, Nochum Zev’s class and before Sukkos, Elie, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Covitch, celebrated his upsherin in
his brother Yonah’s first grade class. May Yitzi, Mordechai
and Elie all bring much nachas to their families!
Mazel tov also to fifth grader, Moshe Jacobs who conducted a siyum on Meseches Sukkah in Rabbi Elias’ classroom.

The learning in Oakwood is back at full speed. The seventh
graders finished their first daf of Gemara and have begun
daf gimmel. Rabbi Sturman’s class already had four boys
say over the Gemara shakla vetarya baal peh.
It is a real nachas to watch our daily minyan, led by our
new gabaim, Aryeh Katz, gabai rishon and Ashi Goldman,
gabai sheini. The eighth graders are also the chazanim and
baalei kriah! Feel free to join us any morning for Shacharis
which begins at 7:50 Sunday-Friday.
TECHNOLOGY
We want to welcome Mr. Sruly Schnair as our technology
coordinator for the Yavne and Oakwood campuses. Along
with our principal and larger technology team, Mr. Schnair
is working with students and faculty to ensure that we
have access to valuable and appropriate technology in
fulfilling our mission to offer Hebrew Academy students
the very best general education program.
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Mr. Schnair is also working directly with a small group of
8th grade students to introduce the world of computer
programming to our student body. We look forward to
even more plans and ideas from Mr. Schnair over the
course of the year.
EXPEDITIONARY INQUIRY
Mr. Colonna’s Expeditionary Inquiry class welcomed Mr.
Sam Gerace on October 9 who will discuss using
entrepreneurial strategies in identifying and solving real
world problems.
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Mr. Gerace is a five-time tech entrepreneur and is the founding CEO of Convey™, Veritix®, Be Free®
(Nasdaq:BFRE), PCXIS, and PCX Consulting Inc. Mr. Gerace is known as a key player in providing
growth stage ecosystem in Northeast Ohio through entrepreneurial mentoring programs at
Jumpstart, Inc., Flash Starts, and in the Entrepreneurial Studies program at Hawken School; through
ad hoc mentoring; and by serving on the board of the Ohio Venture Association. He and his wife are
committed to organizations helping children facing significant challenges. He has chaired the board of Minds Matter of Cleveland
for 5 years, and is on the board of directors of Hawken School.
Mr. Gerace holds a Biochemistry degree from Harvard University, and, an EMBA from the Weatherhead School at Case Western
Reserve University.

Our girls returned from Sukkos vacation recharged and ready for learning! We were so
proud of how many girls brought back their Sukkos charts; over 200 charts were
returned and so many mitzvos were done! We loved reading the comments! A sample
of them are: “Shifra Feldman helped Ima cook, make challah, Israeli salad and set the
table!” “Basya Katz was unbelievable over Sukkos, each and every check on this page
was really well earned!” “Chava Raizel Borochovitz helped a ton over Sukkos, often
without even being asked!” “Devorah Cohen was a master chef, and made a number of
fancy delicious recipes!” “Sarah Matitia was an unbelievable help over yom tov, from baking to cooking and was also very
careful to daven every day!” “Esti Klahr really added to our simchas yom tov by having such a positive attitude!”
This week was Rosh Chodesh and we celebrated in many ways. Mrs. Busel’s 4th grade prepared a treat which they gave
out to the whole school, the 5th grade classes started their famous cocoa club, and the 1st and 2nd grade classes got
beautiful pins decorated with gold and diamonds that they will get to wear every Rosh Chodesh! We also changed over
our birthday bulletin board, celebrating the Tishrei birthdays and introducing the Cheshvan birthdays.
Mrs. Weiss’ 6th grade was learning about how the meraglim carried fruits from Eretz Yisrael. 4 broomsticks went to every
8 girls and they acted out the scene. Once they understood how the fruits were carried, the girls got skewers and created
their own miniature models.

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan is here with all it's rain "drops" and, as Yavne is "on fire"
with this year's G.O., the theme for this month is "stop, DROP, and roll". How many
things can we learn from a raindrop? At our Rosh Chodesh assembly we talked
about a few and we challenge you to see how many lessons you can come up with.
Through a great stop, drop and roll activity, the G.O. broke out the upcoming trip to
Adrenaline Monkey.
We are eagerly awaiting the Mishmeres and Chesed breakouts which are in the final prep stages.
Thank you to all our Yavne volunteers who will be participating in the Super Sunday this weekend.
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STEM activities in 6th Grade
To help kick off the sixth
grade boys' unit on the
scientific method, they were
asked the question, "How
can you balance a book on a
single sheet of paper?
" Before the boys could try
and experiment they had to
hypothesize
(make
an
educated guess) on how this
could be done; only then could they get a sheet of paper
and try. Majority of the class thought this was an
impossible task, but after discussion and then
experimentation success was achieved.
The most important part of the activity was the forming an
idea/hypothesis of how to solve this problem. By the end
of the day the class knew how to balance at least one book
on a single piece of paper. Thank you, Mr. Shyken, for your
innovative STEM activities and learning opportunities for
our students.
Welcome to Our newest Literacy Coach
Mrs. Chaya Bracha Feldman is very excited to join the
dedicated staff at Hebrew Academy as the Upper
Elementary Reading Coach for grades 4-6. Mrs. Feldman
comes to us with 19 years of experience teaching
Elementary Education, Early Childhood, and Literacy
Education. Additionally, Mrs. Feldman has been an Adjunct
Professor for the Education Department at Notre Dame
College for the past 7 years. “We are all teachers of
literacy” is a maxim that you will often hear Mrs. Feldman
say.
Mrs. Feldman looks forward to supporting the teachers in
Reading and Writing across the curriculum, evidence based
instruction, and journeying with the teachers through the 5
components of Reading: phonics, phonemic awareness,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.
1st Grade Girls Building Math Skills
The first graders are enjoying hands-on math activities in
various classrooms. In Mrs McAfee’s classroom the students
take turns picking cards with numbers from 0-5. They then
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create a tower of blocks based on
their numbers, which is good
practice for adding multiple onedigit numbers. Once the cards
are gone, we compare the towers
and discuss more than and less
than and tall, taller, tallest.
English Coaches Update
Mrs. Michelle Spansel, Reading Coach for grades K-3, is
happy to be providing support for the Fundations and
Journeys curriculum for ELA teachers. Mrs. Spansel will
focus her attention on training new teachers in both
curriculums,
modeling appropriate lessons in the
classrooms, and engaging in coaching teachers in their
planning and utilizing classroom resources.
Specialized Reading Training for Staff and Specialists
Mrs. Chana Weisman, a ReadRight trained coach, has been
training and coaching teachers and interventionists at the
Hebrew Academy since last spring . ReadRight is a
successful Orton Gillingham based, multisensory program
used in both regular education and remedial learning
environments. During these workshops, teachers learned
the unique techniques presented which have proven to
help even the most struggling readers achieve success. The
full ReadRight curriculum is currently being masterfully
implemented in Mrs. Spira's first grade boys classroom, as
well as Mrs. Drucker's second grade boys classroom. The
students have been very enthusiastic about the kid friendly
approach for learning fundamental reading and writing
skills. We are looking forward to a year of great reading
achievement.
OST Testing Dates
Ohio State Testing (OST) is already scheduled and is on our
school and state calendar. All students in Grade 3 will be
testing in the Fall, October 29- November 2. Students in
grades 3-6 will have OST Reading tests from March 25- April
12. Math and Science OST will be administered April 29May 10. Individual class schedules will be handed out closer
to the testing dates. Please make sure to schedule all
appointments accordingly so that it does not interfere with
our very tight testing schedule.
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International Dot Day
The HAC kindergarteners were part of the 13,343,134 students in 179 countries that
celebrated International Dot Day! Named for the book The Dot, authored by Peter
H. Reynolds, International Dot Day challenges students to make their mark through
creativity and self expression.
In honor of International Dot Day the kindergarten students and teachers came to school on Friday dressed for the
occasion! Polka dotted shirts, skirts, socks and more made an appearance! After reading the book as a whole group the
students were tasked to create their own dots just like the main character in the story. Each dot was as unique as the
kindergarten artist who decorated it! Afterward students completed dot to dot alphabet and number papers, played a fun
math dot game, and received a box of yummy dots.
Meet the Teachers Evening
This past Tuesday evening, we welcomed our school's kindergarten parents to Meet the Teachers at Oakwood. Our warm
and devoted moros and teachers presented the kindergarten curriculum to the parents and walked them through the
journey that their child will be taking this year. Kindergarten is a foundational year for students. Children in kindergarten
learn crucial skills, such as aleph bais and alphabet reading, number sense and more, that will carry them on throughout
life. Thank you to all the parents that were able to attend and to the moros and teachers who lovingly teach our children
each day.

In conjunction with Parshas Noach, Jungle Terry visited our preschool, along with many of his
animal friends. All of the classes went to the auditorium and were enthralled by Jungle
Terry’s presentation. He was so great with the children, he got them all involved, and even let
them get up close and touch some of his “animal friends”. Ask your child which animals came
to school. Hopefully, they will remember and be able to share this educational, exciting and
fun experience with you.
On Wednesday, Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, the children got treats and prizes in the lunch room, while singing and dancing
“A Gutten Chodesh”.
This week, our preschoolers listened attentively to the story of Noach, the teivah and the mabul, and got involved in many
hands-on, fun and exciting activities relating to what they learned. Some classes built “teivos” out of lego and blocks; other
classes explored their many big toy animals and listened to animal stories; and some
classes even experimented with what sinks and floats, using toys from their class.
Morah Chumee and Morah Yitty’s class got creative with fruit loops. They showed the
children how to “glue” the different colored fruit loops using marshmallow fluff as
glue onto a picture of a rainbow. The children had so much fun with this hand-eye
coordination, fun-filled activity.
Morah Shoshana has a large and creative teivah in her classroom painted to show the
three floors (for people, animals and garbage) so her students can conceptualize how
the teivah looked. The children enjoyed exploring it and taking their pictures with it.
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Thank you to the PTA for sending beautiful welcome gift
baskets to our new families at the start of the school year!
This past chol hamoed Succos, the PTA organized a family
outing at Patterson Farms. Over one hundred children
attended the event and enjoyed lots of fun out-door
activities… and of course enjoyed eating delicious, freshly
picked apples!
A couple of yarmulkas were found after the activity. If you are missing one, please contact the main office.

Enrichment classes start this week in all three of our buildings. Please sign up for text alerts as we will be sending out
the door codes for Yavne and Oakwood. Please text @afterhac 81010. For any questions please contact Mrs. Modes by
email at modesc@hac1.org.
Please note that Girls Drama will meet at Yavne this Sunday from 10:00-11:45. A more detailed practice schedule will be
given out to the girls .



Rebbetzin Miriam Dessler on the birth of a great granddaughter to Shloime and Brocha Rapaport



Mr. & Mrs. Motty Scheinerman on the birth of a granddaughter to Chezky & Sorah Zeffren.
Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Esther Mann.



Rabbi & Mrs. Mordechai Silverberg on the bar mitzvah of Zelig



Rabbi & Mrs. Menashe Weiss on the marriage of Doniel to Chavi Lipton.
Mazel tov to Dr. & Mrs. Shia Taub.



Rabbi & Mrs. Chaim Baruch Zelasko on the engagement of Tamarah Necha to Ahron Rotkin of Lakewood



Rabbi & Mrs. Chaim Zwick on the marriage of Akiva to Ruchie Foster.
Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs. David Zwick.
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Amazing
Inspiring
Stories!
Yarzeit Rachel Imeinu Video 5779
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS:
Wednesday Night, Oct. 17 · 8:15 PM
Hebrew Academy, 1860 S. Taylor Rd.
BEACHWOOD:
Monday Night, Oct. 22 · 8:15 PM
Yavne High School, 2475 S. Green Rd.
WICKLIFFE:
Motzei Shabbos Oct. 20 · 9:00 PM
Home of Yocheved Belsky
28849 Serenity Lane

With Introduction By:

CHIZUK
FOR
TODAY’S
TIMES
ALL SHOWINGS:
SUGGESTED DONATION
$8.00 OR MORE
CONTACT:
SURI DESSLER
216 .513.5500

HARAV SHMUEL KAMENETSKY, SHLITA
With Inspiration from:

RABBI DAVID

RABBI PAYSACH

and “Daily Emunah”

“Maggid” series

ASHEAR
author of “Living Emunah”
RABBI ZECHARIA

WALLERSTEIN
Founder of “Ohr Naava”

KROHN
Lecturer, author of

REBBITZEN TEHILA

JAEGER

Women’s Institute

Please make a difference by sponsoring this event: $50, $100, $360, $500, $1000 All proceeds will go to Aniyei Eretz Yisrael (the impoverished and needy of Eretz Yisrael)
Please make checks payable to Torah Umesorah Aniyim Fund, c/o Mrs. Keren Traub, 6022 Berkeley Ave., Baltimore, MD 21209
Distribution of funds is under the guidance of HaRav Shmuel Kamenetsky, Shlita. This program was coordinated with his encouragement
L’ilui nishmas Ruchama  ע”הbas HaRav Naftali HaLevy Jaeger, Shlita

For more information call: 201-837-0354 or 410-358-2573 or e-mail KEYtfilla@gmail.com

בס‘‘ד

presents

RAISING

RESILIENT
CHILDREN
AND
TEENS

featuring

DR. ROBERT
BROOKS
Faculty, Harvard Medical School
world renowned psychologist
and author of 17 books

Wednesday, October 24 at 8:00 p.m.

Oakwood Campus Auditorium
1516 Warrensville Center Road
For further information about Dr. Brooks, please visit his website at www.drrobertbrooks.com

