Weekly Memos – January 7, 2019
Upending the “opportunity myth”
Fayette County Public Schools employees were welcomed back to work at
State of the Schools Part 2, where community service accomplishments were
recognized and both attendance and academic performance were awarded. In
thinking around academic performance, my message at State of Schools Part 2
centered around the “opportunity myth”, which is the false promise that if
students do what they’re asked in school, they’ll be set up for success-and that
if they don’t succeed, they must’ve done something to blow their chance. It
does not lie on any one person but on all of us as a whole to give students
better experiences that can help them thrive and prepare them to achieve. We can choose to overturn the
opportunity myth. That leads me to ask, what can we do as a district to help prepare our students for
success? Four key resources have been identified that influence a student’s school experience and
outcomes: consistent opportunities to work on grade-appropriate assignments; strong instruction, where
students do most of the thinking; deep engagement in what they’re learning; and teachers who hold high
expectations for students and believe they can meet grade-level standards. Many times, even when
students meet the demands of their assignments, they are still not prepared for college-level work. This
is why we must ensure that these resources are provided in classrooms on a consistent basis so students
will be set up for success to reach their long-term goals.

Dream It, Do It
Jerrica Henderson, daughter of Jerry and Doris
Henderson, is a 2014 graduate of Fayette-Ware,
where she held the title of Valedictorian of her senior
class. She has earned a Bachelor’s degree in Biology
from University of Memphis and will further her
education by going to medical school to become a
pharmacist. Although she has not yet made a
decision, her choices lie between University of
Tennessee Health Science Center, Union University,
and Lipscomb University.

Electric Leadership Shining
Through
Joseph Whitten, son of Ms. Sandra Whitten,
has been selected by Chickasaw Electric
Cooperative to attend the Chickasaw
Electric Cooperative Youth Leadership
Summit in March 2019. The summit will
take place in Nashville, TN. Joseph will
have an opportunity to see Tennessee
government in action on Capitol Hill, sit in
on committee meetings, tour historic
buildings, and meet with legislators. He is
currently a junior at Fayette-Ware High
School and has exhibited leadership skills
along with his outstanding academics.

FCPS Went Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree For Holiday
Performances
From ‘Jingle All the Way’ to Disney Christmas adventures, FCPS students sang, danced and played
instruments to celebrate holiday traditions from around the world. Families and community members
alike joined the holiday fun by watching the activities and participating in classroom parties.

ARISE2Read Finishes the Semester
With Holiday Celebrations
Participants from FCPS elementary schools received new
books at the ARISE2Read holiday celebrations. Coaches
and students alike have enjoyed the volunteer reading
program with the goal of ‘A Renewal in Student
Education and Evangelism’. To volunteer as a Coach in
the FCPS mentoring program contact (901) 465-5260.

Stem-azing!
The days of science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) being taught straight from books are
in the past, as students in Ms. Joni Taylor’s class can
attest! On a blue-sky, December day the students
participated in an “Egg-Drop”. Using recycled
materials, the students secured raw eggs by carefully
crafting coverings in ways that would keep their
eggs from breaking. As one can imagine, the
competition was fierce!

If You Have It, They Will Come!
To round out a great semester over in Lion Country, the administration, faculty and staff of West Junior
High gifted the student population with a holiday party. Held after school hours, this glam event
featured music, dancing, food and fun photo-taking. Named the “Lions’ Jam”, this party was well
attended and a huge hit by all involved.

All Eyes on Them!
A group of Junior High students from Fayette County Public Schools was excited to be chosen for a
billboard! Sitting high atop Interstate 40 in Shelby County, these students will display just part of the
positives about choosing Fayette County Public Schools.

Pictured are students from both East and West Junior High Schools in Fayette County, as they help to
make known the reasons to join them in their schools.

Bringing Vision to Life
Mr. Mike’s STEM (science, technology,
engineering, math) program at Fayette-Ware’s
College and Career Technical Education Academy
(CCTE) is geared toward project based learning,
where students learn by doing. The program
incorporates aspects of robotics, computer science,
and the engineering design process. As students
progress through levels, they are allowed to have
more freedom in thought and design. STEM 3
students, for example, chose to design and build a
3D chapel. They were able to bring their vision to
life using various slicing programs and the 3D
printer. We cannot wait to see what they make next!

Chemistry in action at Fayette Ware
Comprehensive High School
Mr. Luck at Fayette Ware Comprehensive High School believes in
hands on learning. His 11th Grade Chemistry class pictured here is
learning about acid base reactions. The students were able to
perform experiments using potassium hydroxide, 12 volt batteries,
and alligator clips. The result was electrolysis of acids and bases.

West Lions Travel to White Station and Get
the Split!
West Lion girls had no trouble with the White Station Spartans
as they were able to move the ball, score at will and hold the
Lady Spartans to 26 points! West Girls win 72-26 over White
Station! The West boys had a more difficult task on this night as
they could not get an offensive flow going. They kept it close
most of the game but in the end, Spartan boys pulled away and
won 46-27.

Wildcats Split Games in Historic Hamilton High Gym
Fayette-Ware Lady Wildcats were hitting on all points when they took the floor against non-district
opponent Hamilton Wildcats. They were almost flawless as they took a 28-9 lead by halftime. But the
Wildcats of Hamilton made some adjustments and battled back to protect their house! Not enough left
in their tank though and the Lady Wildcats of Fayette-Ware take the win 51-46 over Hamilton. Then the
men of Fayette-Ware took the floor and they were in a cat fight from the opening jump ball! Playing
well, they held the lead 39-27 at the half but Hamilton’s Wildcats, like the girls, came out on fire and
had intentions to protect their house. And unlike the Hamilton girls, Hamilton boys had just enough to
catch Fayette-Ware and hold them off for a 70-64 win.

29th Annual Larry Ransom Christmas Classic is Again a Success!
On Friday and Saturday, Dec 28th and 29th, Fayette-Ware hosted the 29th Annual Larry Ransom
Christmas Classic with great boys and girls teams from around the midsouth. Most of the games were
really competitive and went down to the 4th quarter, except for the one that went to overtime! Thanks to
all the teams that participated and all the workers and fans that made this a great event this year!
Following are the results and MVP of each game.
Friday’s games were Bolivar girls defeated PCA 54-15, Bolivar boys defeat PCA 76-58, Bolton girls
defeat Ripley 66-27, Hamilton boys defeat Ripley 60-42 and Wooddale boys defeat MAHS 82-64.

MVP Hailey Hardaway
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MVP Kevin Brown

Saturday’s games were: Bolivar girls defeat Holly Springs 53-41, Hamilton boys defeat Bolton 76-55,
Bolivar boys defeat Manassas 89-79, Fayette-Ware Freshmen boys defeat Bolivar 75-42, Bolton girls
defeat Fayette-Ware 71-38, Wooddale boys defeat Ripley 86-38 and Fayette-Ware boys defeat MAHS
67-49.
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