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17th ANNUAL PARENTS AS PARTNERS CONFERENCE

Excited parents gather at New Jersey City University (NJCU), the site of the 17th Annual Parents as Partners Conference.

	
  
On Tuesday, May 20, 2014, the Jersey City Public Schools’ Office of Family &
Community Engagement hosted the 17th Annual Parents as Partners Conference at New
Jersey City University. This year’s theme, Parents as Partners in the Common Core,
allowed participants to get a glimpse of how the district implements the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS). Parents also learned about the evolution of the CCSS and
practical ways they could support their child’s learning at home, utilizing a variety of
resource tools. We thank all of the parents who came out to support this event.
IMPORTANT DATES
· 6/19, Board of Ed meeting,
PS 11, 6 p.m.
· 6/24, 4-hour session for
schools, extends to last day
· 6/26, Last Day of School,
Graduation Day, 4-hour
session for schools
· 6/27, HS Credit Recovery
Summer Program, extends to
8/8

	
  

Jersey City Deputy Mayor Vivian Brady-Phillips speaks with Director of Family & Community
Engagement Heather Martindale at the start of the Parents as Partners Conference at NJCU.
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INFINITY INSTITUTE OPENS NEW “DOBSON MEDIA CENTER”

Superintendent Dr. Marcia V. Lyles (left) stands with Infinity students at the grand opening of their new school library and media center.

	
  
The grand opening of the Dobson Media Center took place at Infinity Institute in May.
“When we first came into this charming and warm building, we were surprised that there
wasn’t a library, and I said at the time, ‘If it’s the last thing we do, we will build a library
at Infinity Institute,’ ” said Principal Dobson; and build it, they did. Student and Eagle
Scout Mathew Dietz (center) was one of the pioneers of the school project as he
conducted book drives and was responsible for the donation of over 1,000 books from the
community, faculty, and staff.
	
  

PS 38 PERFORMS YET ANOTHER BROADWAY-QUALITY PLAY
Without any prior formal
theater training, the
children of James F.
Murray PS 38 engage in the
collaborative and inspired
learning activities that a
live theater production
inherently has. Combined
with the enthusiasm and
passion of the teachers that
work with these students,
PS 38 has what they feel to
be a recipe for success.
Most recently, the Drama Club celebrated the Scrumdiddlyumptious 50th Anniversary of
Ronald Dahl's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by presenting Willy Wonka Jr. for their
annual spring performance. The 8- through 14-year-old cast contained approximately
one hundred students and gained rave reviews. Congrats on another fine performance,
PS 38!
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PS 11 RAISES MONEY FOR PEDIATRIC CANCER PATIENTS

The staff and students of Martin Luther King, Jr. PS 11 raised over $2,000 and wore
yellow shoelaces to demonstrate their support for Pediatric Cancer patients in New
Jersey.
	
  

“UNITED WATER” BUILDS PARTNERSHIP WITH DISTRICT
United Water Jersey City
has collaborated with our
district to develop a
partnership with the
Curriculum and Instruction
Department to offer
“classroom outreach and
water education programs”
to our students. Since April,
United Water has sent
trained educators to 25
elementary schools to
provide “interactive, gradeappropriate water education workshop/classroom experiences” for 1,867 third grade
students. Included in the workshop content materials were water conservation efforts and
an emphasis on the preservation of environmental resources. United Water provides
life’s most essential resource to the people of Jersey City each and every day. Educating
children fosters an increased awareness in school and at home.
Pictured above, Associate Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Mr. Aldo
Sanchez-Abreu (standing third from left) visited Charles E. Trefurt PS 8 with
representatives from United Water to experience the excitement of the third grade
students engaging in these activities.
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LIBERTY HS TEACHER NAMED EDUCATOR OF DISTINCTION
Melissa Dossantos of Liberty HS was recently selected as a
Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction by The National
Society of High School Scholars (NSHSS). A role
model to pupils, Ms. Dossantos was nominated by
student Jonathan Aponte for outstanding dedication and
commitment to excellence in the classroom.
Student members of NSHSS have the opportunity to
nominate the educator who made the most significant
contribution to their academic career. The Claes Nobel
Educator of Distinction award recognizes role models
who have made a lasting difference in their classroom by encouraging students to strive
for excellence.
	
  

FERRIS HS STUDENTS READY TO TAKE ON COLLEGE

James J. Ferris High School held its 21st Annual National Academy Foundation
Graduation and Awards Ceremony in late May. Twenty-one students successfully
completed the four-year sequence of courses leading to a broad range of careers in the
fields of business and hospitality and tourism. All of the students had the opportunity to
expand on their education through their internship at Pershing LLC, a BNY Mellon
Company. The students are looking forward to continuing their studies as they prepare
for college in the fall. They have received $1,489,360 in scholarship monies, not counting
EOF funds.
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TWO DICKINSON STUDENTS RECEIVE ACE SCHOLARSHIPS
Two students from William
L. Dickinson High School,
Xavier Gomez and Josue
Zurita, along with their
teacher and advisor, Roy
Tamargo, were in
attendance at the ACE
(Architecture •
Construction • Engineering)
Mentorship Scholarship
Breakfast at the Newark
Club in Newark, NJ. Xavier
and Josue applied for and
received ACE scholarships. Xavier won a $1,500 scholarship to attend NJ Institute of
Technology (NJIT) and Josue won an award of $500 to attend Hudson County
Community College (HCCC). The students also had valuable opportunities to network
with former ACE students and current industry professionals. This will provide
opportunities for peer support, college internships, and possible job opportunities both
during and after their college career. The opportunities provided by ACE, both
monetarily and networking, should promote student interest in furthering the program
next year at Dickinson. The ACE program also helps promote parent involvement in their
child’s education.

PS 8 RAISES MONEY IN CHARITY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Charles E. Trefurt PS 8
recently held its third
annual charity basketball
game, pitting teachers
against City firefighters.
“The staff, students, and
City’s fire department
union raised $1,130 in
donations for the
Emergency Services Unit
of the Jersey City Medical
Center,” said Principal
Marisa Migliozzi, who
presented the large check prior to the start of the game. Third, fourth, and fifth graders
flanked both sides of the court and cheered for their favorite team, some with posters.
The teachers led at halftime by nine points, but fell short in the second half as the
firefighters pulled ahead for a 65-45 victory.
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“DELOITTE” HOSTS IMPACT DAY FOR PS 38

Junior Achievement of New Jersey, in partnership with Deloitte, recently visited James F.
Murray PS 38. With the coordination of teachers Marissa Bulger and Yasmin Mebarez,
Deloittee’s Impact Day is an annual day of service where volunteers teach lessons on
financial literacy, real-world mathematics, and college and career readiness. The program
builds a business and education partnership within PS 38, and the students receive a
program that meets educational standards with minimal time taken from the classroom.
Sixty volunteers from Deloitte visited the school. Four hundred ninety-four students in
grades one through five were taught these 21st century skills throughout the entire day.
Students left with better knowledge of family, community, city, region and our nation.
The volunteers left with a greater appreciation for teachers and the educational system.

PS 3 HONORS FAMILIES AT PRE-K SPRING FLING
Pre-K students at Frank R.
Conwell PS 3 recently
honored their families at a
school-sponsored Mother’s
and Father’s Day Spring
Fling Dance! Principal
Darren Mischel stated,
“What an amazing feeling
it was to bring parents,
children, and teachers
together to celebrate!”
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INFINITY STUDENTS PROVIDE MEALS TO THE HOMELESS
Believing that charity
begins at home, the
National and Junior
National Honor Societies at
Infinity Institute made 72
bagged dinners for Jersey
City’s homeless, consisting
of a turkey and cheese
sandwich, potato chips,
chocolate chunk cookie,
and a bottled water. The
students raised money for
this service project with a
snack cart fundraiser in
March and April, which also provided funds for a dessert reception following both
induction ceremonies in May.

MS 40 & GOLDMAN SACHS BEAUTIFY THEIR COMMUNITY

On Friday, June 6, volunteers from Goldman Sachs partnered with Ezra L. Nolan MS 40
6th grade students for a day of service. The theme of the day was “Outdoor
Sustainability.” Students were introduced to Re-Use Jersey City. Re-Use Jersey City is a
citywide program that brings schools, retailers, corporations, non-profit organizations,
and local public officials together to educate, activate, and inspire all Jersey City
residents to reduce the number of plastic bags they use. After the presentation, the
volunteers and students worked on beautification projects including building a raised
planter, planting seeds, planting flowers in pots, and removing weeds.
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Congratulations to Frank R. Conwell MS 4 on achieving the best attendance for April!
MS 4 earned a 96.5% attendance rate. Pictured above are parents, students, and
administrators receiving their winning attendance banner at last month’s Board of
Education meeting. Congratulations, MS 4!

Do you have news you’d like to share with our district? If so, please email items for
consideration to: communications@jcboe.org.
“LIBERTY LINES” IS AN IN-HOUSE PRODUCTION OF THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THE JERSEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.
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