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Sweatpants Rule: A Change Is In Order

by Andie Ratilla ‘20

The journey from home to school can be quite
treacherous, especially during the cold frosty winter
season. The constant battle between the strong winter
breeze and icy temperatures is an everyday struggle,
particularly for female Stanners. Counteracting this,
girls are permitted to wear sweatpants over their skirts
on the way to school. The use of sweatpants has been a
factor in making it easier for girls who haven’t purchased
school uniform pants.
Although there are benefits to the comfy wear, there
comes a catch. Girls are not permitted to wear their
sweats beyond the Lion’s Den or else they will be
reprimanded with a detention. It’s a simple, fair rule,
but with it comes the discomfort of removing our
sweatpants from over our skirts in the vicinity of boys.
Currently, sweatpants must be removed in the cafeteria,
which many find awkward. The female students have
turned to the student advisory board for assistance.
Student Advisory Board member Chris dePasquale
‘20 brought up the issue during their first meeting saying,
“We heard a lot of complaints with the cold weather.
The solutions the student advisory board members
brought up were to make the ladies locker room open
for them to change since they didn’t want to change in
front of anyone in the cafeteria.”
Another Student Advisory Board member, Kaaya
Withanachchi ‘20, also had a response to the dilemma.
“I believe that the rule has good intentions behind it
because the faculty do not want to see the students out
of uniform throughout the building. I think the best
way to solve the problem is to allow students to wear
sweatpants on the first floor, in order for them to go
to the locker room and change. If they are wearing
sweatpants anywhere besides the first floor, then only
should they be penalized for their actions. Personally
I am a little self-conscious when I’m changing out of
my sweatpants in the morning because I really don’t
have privacy when doing so,” she said. Some students
had a lot to say in regards to the rule. Althea Onaifo ‘20
exclaimed, “As a freshman I was definitely confused as
to why I was not allowed to change my sweatpants in the
privacy of the locker room. When I was then told that
I would have to take off my sweatpants in the cafeteria,
I was alarmed. Any female at Molloy knows the feeling
of awkwardly having to navigate appropriately taking
off a pair of sweatpants from over a scrunched up
skirt. They know the feeling of anxiety of not knowing

who was watching. To change out of my sweats with
my skirt underneath in front of a myriad of peers and
sometimes faculty to avoid a detention is a policy I have
always questioned and wished to see changed. If it is a
matter of keeping students in uniform, simple checks as
students leave the locker room should suffice.”
Stanner Players member Erin Mardenborough ‘20,
said, “I think it would be a good thing to change beyond
the caf and in the bathroom or locker room. It’s really
uncomfortable to stand up in front of people and take
my sweatpants off. I know I have a skirt on underneath,
but sometimes the skirt isn’t properly placed because of
the sweatpants.”

Ava Tecza ‘20 and Erin Mardenborough ‘20 in
their Esopus sweatpants. Photo: Andie Ratilla ‘20.
G.E.R.L.L. Club President Elizabeth Sullivan ‘20 also
had her own opinion on the rule saying, “I definitely
think girls should be able to wear sweatpants on the
first floor. Taking them off in the cafeteria surrounded
by a lot of people can be embarrassing. I don’t think it
should be a problem for a girl to walk from the cafeteria
to the locker room in order to feel more comfortable,
especially since it’s such a short distance.”
In the beginning of the school year, all Stanners must
sign the student handbook which contains guidelines to
the marks of a Stanner, school rules, and dress code.
Under the dress code section, there is no rule stated

that students are not permitted to wear sweatpants in
school. It only states that, “The school uniform is to be
worn properly at all times in school and traveling to and
from school.” This all leads to the question, why can’t
girls change in a more private area instead of changing
publicly in the cafeteria?
To answer this, I spoke to Mr. Auer about the issue.
“Yes, there isn’t a rule in the handbook saying that
sweatpants aren’t allowed to be worn. It’s an enforced
rule by the administration since it’s not a part of the
school uniform. We let girls wear sweatpants since some
girls choose not to purchase the pants, but they should
still follow the dress code rules,” said Mr. Auer. I did
mention the possible solution of having girls enter the
locker room directly by going through the side door
entrance of the gym from the cafeteria, but Mr. Auer
did not approve of the proposal for one main reason:
supervision. “If girls were to change out of their
sweatpants only on the first floor it would require more
faculty supervision on all three floors. There aren’t
many of us to do that. Even if girls wanted to change in
the locker room, there should be someone supervising,
but faculty aren’t really required to come into work until
7:50am,” he said. After giving his statement I asked
whether he would be open to possible solutions to
changing this rule for the comfort of the girls and he
said he would consider it.
On a personal note, I do hope there will be a change
to come for this rule even if I won’t be attending
Molloy next year to see it come to fruition. We live in
a society where women are looked upon based on their
body structure and appearance, and having to remove
our sweatpants when our skirts sometimes tend to rise
is just embarrassing. Before I stand up to go through
the Lion’s Den I would sit down at the lunch table and
remove my pants from underneath the table to prevent
anything that may rise by accident to be seen by boys.
You don’t always know who is around you and looking.
Molloy is a safe environment, but if us girls have this
small piece of privacy to properly remove our sweats, it
will be more comfortable for all female Stanners.
So is there a possibility that change is coming for the
girls of Stanner High? Maybe, but only if the factor
of supervision can be resolved. Until then girls must
continue to remove their sweatpants before reaching
the Lion’s Den. If you do come up with any possible
solutions, please speak to one of the student advisory
board members or the administration.

Happier Students, Greener School
By Haley Kirmaier ‘20 & Jade Rivera ‘20

Amid the hustle and bustle of returning from
Christmas break, you may have missed an important
addition to the first floor hallway: a new water fountain!
The cries of the students have been heard. President
Karsten revealed that the process of approving the
fountain, until now, proved difficult due to the longstanding water bottle ban. He disclosed that there was a
strong push from the Student Advisory Board last year,
and the admins finally agreed it was time for a change.
You may be wondering: “Is it really that big of a
deal? Why can‘t we just use plastic bottles instead?”
Well, for one thing: money. Even though plastic bottles
are initially cheaper than reusable ones, the cost of
replacing the disposable kind every day does not take
long to exceed the price of one reusable water bottle.
There are also benefits that go beyond individual needs
and look at the big picture. One such advantage is
environmental friendliness. According to Mr. Karsten,
and an electronic bottle counter shown by the fountain,
we have already saved over 2,400 bottles (and counting)
from ending up in a landfill! Don’t forget to check the

number at your next stop to refill. It’s a great way to be
aware of the positive impact we are making on Earth.
Why reduce the amount of plastic we dispose of
every day? Well, plastic takes approximately 1,000 years
to completely decompose. To put this in perspective, if
plastic water bottles existed in Columbus’s day, 1492,
it would still be buried in the Earth somewhere. Now
imagine that multiplied by the 2.5 million plastic water
bottles tossed away every single day. These water bottles
eventually end up in waterways and roads - yes, saving
the turtles is real. Even the creation of these water
bottles is harmful! Manufacturing that one, ice cold
bottle sitting in the refrigerator in the cafeteria caused
the emission of greenhouse gases, which is one of
the leading causes of global warming. So why not just
incinerate it all? It decreases the probability of plastic
ending up in the ocean right? Yes, and no. Burning these
water bottles emits toxic pollutants into the air, which
can seep into the soil or groundwater.
So, can we expect the future of Stanner High to look
even greener? As I AM Green co-presidents Elizabeth
Duran ‘20 and Ella McGrade ‘20 said, “Small actions

Molloy student excited to try out the new water
fountain. Photo by Andie Ratilla ‘20.
like this can set an example for generations to come.
If the student body continues to push for changes that
reduce our carbon footprint, we will make an impact
that goes beyond just this school.” According to Mr.
Karsten, our facilities staff, Mr. Yuska and Mr. Cloonan,
will be replacing the second fountain on the first floor
in the coming months and by fall 2020, the rest of the
water fountains will be updated throughout the halls of
Archbishop Molloy!

Stanner Decade In Review NEW International Day
by Nikita Persaud ‘21
Two decades ago, our lovely Stanner
home made a drastic change and became
a co-ed high school. Since then, apart
from the increase in academic standards
and the number of applications from
prospective students, Molloy has made
many other major improvements.

In the last decade, Molloy has made
renovations that have completely
changed some facilities such as the
William J. Murphy Library (2011), Jack
Curran Gymnasium (2013), Student
Cafeteria (2014), Chapel (2014), Main
Entrance and Lobby (2016), Main Street
Path and Memorial Garden (2017),
and Strength and Conditioning Center
(2017). In addition, new rooms have
been added such as the Dance Studio
(2013), Computer Science Lab (2016),
IT Center (2017), and Video Broadcast
Studio (2018). In 2018, Molloy began
installing air conditioners in classrooms.
According to Mr. Attard ‘06, a science
teacher at Molloy, “There was no air
conditioning when I was a student! We
also got out of school at 2:00pm! Sorry
current Stanners!”
Apart from having no air conditioning
and being able to leave class ten minutes
earlier, Molloy didn’t have the technology
and some clubs we have today. In 2014,

iPads were introduced to incoming
freshmen, and four years later (2018),
iPads were in full use in all grades. Because
of the new technology at Molloy, more
clubs have formed such as the Video
Broadcast Club, Computer IT Club,
Robotics Club, STEM Club, and Girls
Who Code Club. Molloy also has other
new clubs such as the G.E.R.R.L. Club,
which organized Molloy’s first Fashion
Show and Radio Bingo to help fund the
Girl’s Leadership Scholarship, Baking
Club, Investment Club, ASL Club, and
other clubs that we love. According to
Ms. Winters ‘06, “Theater has definitely
undergone a transformation. The
Stanner Players have gone from doing
one production to three annually. The
Theater Arts and Improv Club has
changed from doing a final performance
at the end of the school year to being a
club working on skills, bringing in guest
speakers, and going on trips to see shows.
We now have a large group of students
who work on stage crew every year, and
we started a Theater Camp for middle
school students over the summer. None
of these things existed a decade ago.”
Throughout the last decade, Molloy
has changed, but there’s only one
thing that hasn’t, and that’s the Marist
teachings and Stanner spirit that make
Molloy unique. Social Studies teacher

2

Ms. Kobinski ‘04 says that working at
Molloy for a decade “Makes me feel old!
I am lucky to be in a school like Molloy.
There is no place like our school. Besides
its athletics and academics Molloy also
creates a unique community through the
Marist Brothers, service opportunities,
and relationships created. I first stepped
foot into Molloy in 2000 and while
much has changed, the core of Molloy
remains. And it is why people are proud
to call themselves Stanners.” Mr. Attard
has also enjoyed being back at Molloy
for the past ten years. “I was in my senior
year at Molloy when I knew I wanted to
become a high school science teacher. I
thought to myself how cool it would be
to teach back at my alma mater. A small
wish went a long way. I was only 22 when
I got hired so it was a bit intimidating
at first. However, the ice broke pretty
quickly. I received ample help from
teachers I once had that I now call my
colleagues. It does not feel that long, but
times flies when you are having fun!”

Ms. Winters says, “I don’t feel like it’s
been a decade since I started teaching
at Molloy. I sometimes feel like I have
imposter syndrome or that it is still my
first year. But it’s incredible to think that
so much has happened over the past 10
years and I’m lucky to have gotten to be
a part of so many different experiences
and met so many amazing Stanners.”
Although Molloy lost our beloved
Brother Michael L. Fisher (a.k.a.
Hermano Miguel) in 2019, Coach Jack
Curran in 2013, Brother Francis Regis
and Mr. John Mecca in 2012, and other
Stanners, we still remember them in our
hearts and in our prayers.
Throughout the decade, we have had
notable moments. In 2015, our principal
Dr. Darius Penikas began working at
Molloy! Also in 2016, Peter Meehan
‘20 broke the high jump record during
Freshman Field Day. For 60 years,
the record was a standard of 5’4, and
then the determined Meehan ended up
jumping 6 feet and broke the record

by 8 inches. In 2017, our community
celebrated its 125th Anniversary, and in
2018 our infamous Molloy Instagram
page was created. In 2019, we began
using uniforms from Tommy Hilfiger,
and we just got a new water fountain to
end the decade with more on the way.
From 2010 to 2020, Molloy has gone
through major improvements and
our Stanner pride continues to grow.
As we welcome the Class of 2024 we
will hopefully see more changes, but
also continue to keep the vision of St.
Marcellin Champagnat alive so that our
future Stanners will know what it is to be
known and loved.

by Sadie Lozano-Mieles ‘20 & Olga Mavridis ‘20, Editors-In-Chief

March 26th!
Guinness World Records ranks Queens
as the “most ethnically diverse urban
area on the planet.” Being in the heart
of Queens, it comes as no surprise that
Molloy takes pride in its strong sense of
community and omnipresent diversity.
International Day is just one way that
Molloy showcases its diversity. Unlike
previous years, this year, the event will
take place after school on Thursday,
March 26th from 2:30pm to 4:00pm.
Many may wonder why International
Day is no longer on the weekend. Ms.
DeNoto, who is running the event, said
“we wanted International Day to be more
appreciated. Having it after school just
like the Activities Fair would allow more
students to participate.”
The school event is being organized by
Ms. DeNoto, Ms. Pastore, and of course
all the club moderators and participants.
International Day will be centered in
the Jack Curran Gym and will feature
performances by the Step Team, Indian
Club, and possibly even an a capella act by
the Italian Club. Given that International
Day this year has been scheduled to fit
into Spirit Week, students will also be
afforded the opportunity to gain points
for their year by attending after school
events. Another chance to win points
lies in volunteering to bring prepared
food from home for everyone to enjoy.
“Anyone can bring food,” Ms. DeNoto
clarified. “International Day is all about

inclusion. You don’t have to be a part of
a cultural club to bring in a traditional
dish. That also extends beyond food:
if a student is not in a club but wants
to organize some presentation they are
more than encouraged to do so.”
Besides gaining points for Spirit Week,
Stanners will be able to try the diverse and
cultural foods at this event. The French
Club will be making crepes, the Italian
Club will be making cannolis, and the
gym will be filled with all sorts of other
delicious cultural appetizers and desserts.
The layout of the event is designed
to give people a palpable and authentic
sense of the diverse array of cultures
being celebrated at the International Day
event. “You’re getting immersed in the
entire cultural experience from food to
activities. Every club is going to have an
activity specific to what that club is about.
Then they will each have the food at the
table and performances prepared.”
International Day is an occasion that
all Stanners should try to get involved
in, between the delicious dishes,
unforgettable performances, and even
henna tattoo stations, it encompasses all
of Molloy’s diversity and unbreakable
community bond. “All are encouraged to
come to enjoy and immerse themselves
in the wonderful diversity that makes us
Molloy,” Ms. DeNoto shared with us.
“Come watch the performances and taste
the different foods to get just a flavor of
our many cultures. You won’t regret it.”
Photo by Daphne Camacho ‘22.

New Year’s Resolutions
by Kamara Nyahuma ’21

The beginning of a new year should
always be filled with joy and optimism.
Some people ring in the New Year at the
ball drop in Times Square, while others
celebrate in a more quiet setting with
their families. This year is particularly
special because it’s the beginning of a
new decade. Teens and adults around the
world reflected on the past decade with
the #tenyearchallenge.
I interviewed Molloy students and
these were their resolutions. “In 2021, I
aim to better organize my time and stop
procrastinating. This is my resolution
so I can not only improve my grades,
but form a habit necessary for college,”
said Aisha Surve ’21. “This year I want
to improve my grades and have a good
time with my friends because high school
is almost over,”said Jason Anghad ’21.
“This school year I plan to ace the SAT
and learn better ways to handle stress,”
said Elise Prempeh ’21. “Even though
many create new year resolutions and
try to abide by them for the entire year, I
personally don’t. You shouldn’t wait for a
new year to begin making improvements
and getting rid of the bad habits you’ve
picked up on. Once you realize there are
things that need to be changed let go of

those obstacles that are holding you back,
and work on making yourself happy,”
said Nayasha Ramnauth ’21.
More resolutions among students were
to exercise more often, excel in sports,
and be happy. According to Vitagen, a
website with a blog dedicated to advice on
healthy living, the most popular resolution
among the fifty states is related to staying
in shape and being healthy. The second
most popular resolution is to save money.
According to goskills.com, the first three
steps to achieve your resolutions are: 1)
Mentally prepare for change. 2) Set a goal
that motivates you. 3) Limit resolutions
to a manageable amount. If you haven’t
begun working toward your 2020 goals,
there is still time. Do not be discouraged,
there are eleven months left in the year.
Who said you can’t restart your New Year
in February? January could’ve been your
trial month.
Don’t let anyone or anything prevent
you from reaching your potential this
year. You are the creator of your future.
Anything can be accomplished with hard
work and dedication. Always remember,
nothing is impossible unless you give up.
Make 2020 your year of success!

Your Senior Encounter: An Experience You Will Never Forget
by Andie Ratilla ’20

Time really does fly by when you are in high school. reflected on her own Encounter experience, “Going on
First you are a lost freshman walking into the halls of my Encounter, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I had heard
Stanner High, and in a blink of an eye you’re a senior some rumblings about what went on, but I didn’t have
receiving your college acceptances. Even though time is any expectations and honestly didn’t think too much
passing by quickly, your memories here at Molloy are still about what we might do. I didn’t expect it to be much
piling up. To fulfill your Molloy career, you MUST go on different than the other experiences I’ve had at Esopus
your Senior Encounter. I could honestly write two full on retreats and such beforehand. However, I soon
pages of this newspaper about the Encounter, but I realized that the Encounter was something completely
think it’s better that you hear it from those seniors who different. It was truly an unforgettable weekend,
have been on their Encounter.
and I will treasure the memories of it forever. I urge
“My senior Encounter was genuinely one of the most anyone who has even an ounce of curiosity about what
life-changing experiences I’ve had and is definitely one Encounter could have in store for them to leave their
of my favorite memories from my time
at Molloy. I gained a lot of knowledge
and wisdom about myself and the people
around me, and in true Esopus fashion,
my Encounter came exactly when I needed
it most. I hope that every Stanner gets
to experience the magic of their senior
Encounter,” said Jaimie Arocho-Kelly ‘20,
who went on the January Encounter.
If you are one of those few Stanners that
haven’t been up to Esopus for a retreat, this
is a perfect first and last time for you to go.
Senior Rosario Loguercio ‘20 decided to
give Esopus a shot and went on the January
Encounter. He shared his experience saying,
“When I got to Esopus, my first thought
was, ‘This is definitely going to be strictly
a religious thing’. I was completely wrong.
Esopus is so much more than that silly
label of ‘Jesus Camp’ as I and others have CMLs in Esopus. Photo by Daniel Ramirez-Mendez ‘20.
called it. Esopus made me learn a lot about
myself. Everything about the place was amazing. The comfort zone and go. You don’t want to leave Molloy
people, the stories, and the atmosphere were beautiful. with any regrets about not visiting Esopus, especially for
I am extremely happy that I went. Learning so much a weekend such as this. You never know what’s in store
about myself really brings a lot of clarity to things about for you on the Encounter, but I can tell you, it will be
me that I thought I’d never fully understand. Leaving unforgettable.”
Esopus, my final thoughts were, ‘This place is amazing.
Caitlin O’Neil ‘20 last went up to Esopus on her
This place is home.’”
sophomore retreat. She decided to make her Encounter
Another encounterite, Haley Kirmaier ‘20, wrote, “My despite her initial thoughts of her first experience. She
senior Encounter was amazing. I learned so much about exclaimed, “I mean what can I say about the Encounter
peers I hadn’t spoken to before, my closest friends, and besides how amazing it was. Being with your peers at
most importantly: myself. I learned how others saw me Esopus is always an amazing time, spending your weekend
and how I see myself. The best part was strengthening with the people you are with everyday in a more intimate
my relationship with God; I had felt distant from Him setting. However, the Encounter brings it up a notch. It’s
for awhile, and this Encounter was just what I needed. truly an introspective space where you think about who
Like everyone says, Esopus comes when you need it you are and what you mean. Your Encounter helps you
most.”
realize who you truly are to yourself and makes you see
Jessie Biondo ‘20, a Campus Ministry Leader, also things outside of your own eyes. Your mind is open to

new ideas and values where your small groups helps you
realize you are not alone in your own thoughts. Overall
the Encounter was something that truly is the first step
toward changing or improving yourself for the better. It
is with a full heart that I am proud to have gone on the
senior encounter and encourage more people to do so.”
Lastly, Jade Rivera ‘20 wanted to share a reflection
from her experience. She wrote, “Honestly, I didn’t want
to go. Why? Because it meant I would be going to my last
AMHS Encounter ever. Eventually the weekend came, I
sat on the bus watching the last episode of High School
Musical the Musical the Series and my anticipation grew.
Yes, it was my last Encounter, but Esopus
is home. How could I not be excited? My
excitement grew until I couldn’t stop beaming.
Stress melted away, my worry and sadness
about the weekend fell with it and all we did
was drive into the campus. That weekend I
lived in the moment, cried until my boogers
leaked, laughed so hard my stomach hurt, and
let the Esopus magic pump through my veins.
I was home, where it all started. Where I met
my best friends, where I learned to open up,
where I unlocked a piece of myself. Write a
reflection about my senior Encounter. That’s
what I was asked to do. The only reflection I
can give is the reflection I saw when I looked
at myself that Sunday morning. I was a tired
mess, but I saw a flame behind my eyes I had
never seen before. I remembered the me who
was passionate about living life. Although
this was the end of my Esopus journey it
was the beginning of so many other things.
The beginning of leading a life of love and living a life I
would never regret.”
Well there you have it. If these reflections haven’t
convinced you yet, just wait until your fellow peers go
on their Encounter and tell you about their experiences
and encourage you to go on yours. It’s a beautiful
intimate moment that will be a highlight of your Molloy
career. For my fellow seniors who have yet to sign up
for the April Encounter, I highly encourage you to go!
It’s a once in a lifetime experience that you will regret
not going on in the future. You will feel and experience
things that you probably have never felt before. You will
learn more about others and most importantly, yourself.
Head to room 334 and take a permission slip from Mr.
Germano. So with all that said, go on your Encounter!
You won’t regret it.

Alumna Shares Peace Corp Experience
by Sadie Lozano-Mieles ‘20, Editor-In-Chief

On Wednesday, January 29th, Molloy’s GERLL Club
invited Molloy alum Karla Hernandez ‘12 to host a
presentation centered around her experience as a Peace
Corps volunteer stationed in a small country in Africa
called Lesotho.
According to Mrs. Safrey, the club’s moderator, even
throughout her time in high school, Karla demonstrated
a distinct regard for assisting others. “Remarkable
service was accomplished by a Molloy student who came
through the same formative high school environment
all our Molloy students experience,” Mrs. Safrey says,
“proving that extraordinary heroism is within our
grasp.” At graduation, Molloy recognized this devout
generosity by presenting her with the prestigious Louis
Willett Award.
Karla applied to the Peace Corps right out of college,
but was rejected. Not missing a beat, she filled that
year with professional work experience and reapplied
at the end of the year. After finally being accepted into
the Peace Corps, Karla declined to choose a specific
location, opting to be placed wherever she was needed.
Karla volunteered over a twenty-seven month period
in Lesotho as a health volunteer and life skills educator
for young mothers. Although twenty-seven months in
a brand new environment would raise anxiety in most
people, Karla’s courage and willingness to help others
never wavered.
To give her audience a flavor of the way of life she

participated in during her stay in Lesotho, Karla brought
along her favorite memorable souvenirs. This included a
hand-woven blanket that featured a pattern that gave rise
to the traditional patterns in the popular Black Panther
movie.
During her presentation, Karla explained that one in
four people in Lesotho are HIV positive, contributing to
the wide-scale HIV epidemic on the continent. “Unlike
what most people envision parts of Africa to be like,”
Karla clarified, “Lesotho actually experiences all four
seasons.”
Her message to all Molloy students, especially seniors
as they are about to embark on a new chapter in their
lives: don’t be afraid to venture out into new experiences
and find your passion. Though your passion in life may
not consist of the same twenty-seven month journey, it’s
important to take away from her story a persistence to
explore all the world has to offer you in order to discover
what you can someday bring to the world.
Mrs. Safrey hopes that Karla’s story will not only teach
current students more about the Peace Corps, but also
bring them to an understanding of how the skills and
values gained in high school and college will equip them
to make decisions and adapt easily. “I want our students
to trust that they have a wealth of valuable talents to
share with the world,” Mrs. Safrey says, “whether they
apply their efforts in their own neighborhoods, within
their own countries, or globally through work with

international organizations. I hoped that Karla’s devotion
to task, her compassion, confidence, and enthusiasm
would be an inspiration to others.”

Photos by Mr. Sommo ‘03.
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by Sadie Lozano-Mieles ‘20, Editor-In-Chief

by Olga Mavridis ‘20, Editor-In-Chief
Vanessa Angela Chiu
is a vibrant, friendly, and
driven Stanner. During her
time at Molloy, she has been
committed to many clubs:
the Baking Club and Italian
Club since her freshman year,
the beneficial Peer Tutoring
Program since her sophomore
year, the Biology Club since her
junior year, and she recently
became the Vice President of the Health and Fitness Club
during her senior year. She especially enjoys the Baking
Club because “the competitions are so exciting and being
able to eat all of the delicious foods is just great.”
Besides Vanessa’s consistent involvement in extracurricular
activities, she enjoys her pop literature class, also known as
“Pop-Lit”, with Mr. Kelly. “The class I enjoyed the most was
Pop-Lit with Mr. Kelly. It was the most interesting class I’ve
taken at Molloy because of everything it taught me about life
and our current society.”
Apart from embodying the characteristics of an involved
and well-rounded Stanner, Vanessa will miss being able to
see her friends every day once she graduates from Molloy.
However, before she graduates, she hopes to see a Stanner
Players show for the first time with her close friends.
Vanessa’s favorite high school memory is experiencing the
spirited yet intense senior faculty basketball games.
After graduating, Vanessa hopes to pursue a pre-med path
during her undergraduate years, attend medical school, and
at the end of it all, “wear a white coat.” Her years at Molloy
have gone by quickly, and she encourages all Stanners to
take advantage of all of the opportunities that come their
way. “High school is four years and it goes by so fast. If
there’s something you’re skeptical about doing, just do it.
You may not get the opportunity to do it again.”

Eleanor Langowski is the type of person whose smile alone can brighten up your
day after endless hours of calculus quizzes and genetics assignments. You may know
her from an array of activities such as the lacrosse team, Lantern meetings, or Campus
Ministry. Gracefully kind and insanely talented, Eleanor’s favorite activities outside
Molloy consist of playing guitar, ukulele, and writing songs. This year has already
proved to be quite a year for her musically, as she recently released her first song,
written and sung by herself, on Spotify.
Choosing her favorite part of Molloy served a difficult task for her; “My favorite part
of Molloy is the tight-knit and supportive community that we have. I also love all the
opportunities we have to go to Esopus to meet new people and have new experiences.”
Popular Literature (“Pop Lit”) with Mr. Kelly stands as the class that she enjoys the
most. The engaging atmosphere that the class provides in addition to her passion for reading, make the course
memorable. Eleanor shares that Mr. Kelly does “an amazing job with the class and always gives his little ‘soapbox
moments’ that make the lessons special.” Some of her favorite memories of her time here are Friday nights
at Freshmen Camp. “It’s so full of happiness, spending the week at Esopus and making new friends, but also
everyone’s sad because they don’t want to go home. Being able to see all of the freshmen from the perspective of
a counselor was so special because you see how much the week meant to them and that they feel like they’re part
of the Molloy family.”
After graduation, Eleanor ambitiously plans to pursue a double major in elementary and special education at St.
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. When asked what will be the hardest thing about leaving Molloy,
Eleanor says “Definitely my friends and teachers. I’ll miss being able to have classes with my friends, seeing
them in the hallways everyday, and having classes with my favorite teachers.”
by Nikita Persaud ‘21
Erin Mardenborough is one of the most talented, kind, outgoing and welcoming
Stanners at Molloy. From being a member of the National Honor Society, to being a
Peer Group Leader for Br. James Norton, her favorite part of her Molloy career has
been the Stanner Players, especially playing Anne Frank in The Diary of Anne Frank
(2017). This April, she will be playing the lead role, Nikki Harris, in the upcoming
Stanner Players musical production Curtains. Erin loves being a Stanner Player
because of the family-like aura that rehearsals bring and “Being able to express
myself through acting is something I am truly grateful for. Performing in The Diary
of Anne Frank is my favorite high school memory because it was a real and serious
story that I had the chance to portray.”
After Erin graduates she will miss theater and all her friends she’s made over the
last four years. Currently she is deciding between schools, but she wants to double major in Psychology and
Adolescent Education with a focus on English, and she hopes to teach at a high school in New York. The two
teachers that have inspired Erin the most are Mr. Niklaus and Ms. Winters. “I admire Ms. Winters because she
is dedicated to everything she is involved in and sacrifices so much to be there for all her students in class and in
extracurriculars. The class that I enjoyed the most was definitely Psychology with Mr. Niklaus because I learned
about the real illnesses people have to deal with and his teaching style made the class interesting every day.”
Looking back on Erin’s past four years, she is immensely proud of being in six Stanner Player productions
(she was a lead in two plays and one musical) and she is also proud of her sister Kristen Mardenborough, who
graduated in 2018. Before Erin graduates, her advice to younger and incoming Stanners is to “Enjoy whatever
time you have here because soon enough it hits you that you’re leaving. Join whatever clubs you want and don’t
be afraid to branch out.”

The Stanner Players:
From Fall to Spring

Open Mic Offers
Creative Showcase

The Archbishop Molloy Stanner Players
worked extremely hard on their fall production
of Little Women. What I can sincerely say is that
their dedication and determination throughout
their many rehearsals was astoundingly evident
when I first saw the play. The cast has, as far as
I am told, a very “family-esque” aura about it;
everyone that was part of the production seemed
to have gotten along astonishingly well, and they
have created longlasting friendships
with one another.
Not only that,
but their acting
abilities have also
merged together
well; the way they
all portrayed their
given characters
was
extremely
memorable, and it
was very interesting to watch them interact on
stage. This particular cast made the story of Little
Women astonishingly vivid and fun to witness,
creating an absolutely fantastic production that
was an honor to be able to see.
Speaking of which, the Stanner Players are
producing a musical for this upcoming spring!
This comedic murder mystery, which is about a
terrible leading lady starring in an unsuccessful

Archbishop Molloy’s first
open mic of the school year
was held in December 2019.
The Open Mic event is an
amazing
opportunity
for
talented Stanners to take a
shot at performing on stage
and share their creative talents
with classmates and friends.
There are many possible acts to
perform in the Open Mic shows
including original songs, covers
and even stand up comedy. You
may also choose to perform as
a soloist, duet or group.
We interviewed three-time
Open Mic performer Joe Bruno
‘22 to see what he had to say
about performing. When asked
as to whether or not he gets
nervous before a performance,
Joe stated, “Yes, but I feel
better when I practice a lot and
prepare for the performance.”
Joe is an avid believer that
performing is “therapeutic”
and a great way for students to
express themselves creatively.
Andie Ratilla ‘20 was the

by Abigail Mallia ’23. Photo by Ryan Plut ‘22.
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musical meeting her demise on its opening night,
is titled Curtains, which will run for four straight
days in April: April 2 at 2:30pm for school
students and teachers only, April 3 at 7:00pm,
April 4 at 7:00pm, and April 5 at 2:00pm. I am
undeniably glad to be a part of such a welcoming
cast as well; rehearsals, though very, very frequent,
are always so much fun, and everybody is so
unbelievably talented. I now truly know how hard
everyone works,
and it is paying
off brilliantly! Ms.
Winters puts an
enormous amount
of effort into these
productions, and
I can speak for
just about anyone
when I say that
I am extremely
grateful for that.
Without her help, the Stanner Players would not
be “the Stanner Players.”
“Aside from singing and dancing, which is
always a crowd-pleaser, the show itself is a murder
mystery,” Ms. Winters says, “I think people would
want to come see it to find out who the murderer
is!” Talk to Ms. Winters or any Stanner Players
for more information about Curtains the Musical!

by Maggie Kelly ’22 and Petros Georgious ’22
emcee for the recent February
11th Open Mic. It was her sixth
time as an emcee for the event.
When we asked her whether
or not she had any advice for
hesitant performers, she replied
“Open Mic is a moment for
you to shine and really show
the true potential and talent
you have. It’s nerve-wracking
sometimes, but in the end it all
turns out well.”
One of the most special
things about Molloy’s Open
Mics is the dynamic between
the audience and the performer.
Every audience member is
uplifting to each performer
that takes the stage. Mr.
Gambino ‘74, the director of
Open Mic, has stated “We have
a very supportive audience so
newcomers feel welcome.”
If any of you are interested
in performing, but are
hesitating because of fear, give
it a shot. You will never know
how great of an experience it
could be if you don’t try.

Doctor’s Orders: No Social Could ASL Be A
New Elective?
Media For One Week
by Elizabeth
Sullivan ‘20

Principal v. Student, challenge accepted. Dr. Penikas
recently prescribed a Social Media Cleanse to phone
addict, yours truly, Elizabeth Sullivan ‘20. Let’s set the
scene: it’s an 8am economics class and Dr. Penikas
is droning on about a boring business project when
he overhears me complaining about my lack of sleep
due to time wasted on social media, Tik Tok goes the
clock of my youth. He poses a question: How many
hours do you spend on social media daily? My subtle
response: “Tik Tok has taken over my life.” He was
alarmed at that response, as boomers usually are. He
decided to bet me that I couldn’t stay away from all
social media for one week. I accepted the challenge
after a long time of bargaining. I tried to get an extra
point on my average, but he would only let me go on Elizabeth Sullivan ‘20 & Dr. Penikas.
the announcements with him (stay tuned) and write Photo by Mr. Sommo ‘03.
this article. So, I accepted, hoping it would somehow
end up boosting my average, which it did not.
The terms were quite lengthy: I had to delete Response (addendum) from
Instagram, SnapChat, and Tik Tok, and I had to Dr. Darius Penikas:
journal every night about my day. So I began my weekWhile I take issue with the description of our
long cleanse and I hate to admit it, but I thoroughly
business
project as “boring” (Liz’s group did a very
enjoyed it. I surprisingly learned a lot of important
nice
job
by the way) and being characterized as a
lessons. I thought that I would have major FOMO
“Boomer”
in the era of “Ok Boomer” I was pleased
because I would not know what all of my friends
were doing at all times. Turns out I actually enjoyed at the results of this challenge. Simply put, social
not caring about what other people were doing and media is a tool that can add to or take away from the
focusing on myself. I also learned that my homework overall enjoyment of one’s life. Programmers have
gets done exponentially faster when social media is out intentionally created platforms that are highly addictive
of the picture. I would senselessly scroll through social and attempt to constantly take your attention. Like all
media for hours to avoid doing work. I realized that diversions, engaging in social media can be enjoyable
I was so much more productive and I actually spent and interesting. It can also contribute to lack of
more time with my family. I also learned that social intention about how you spend your time. My hope is
media comes with a lot of pressure. I think that it is that the young people of today gain a higher level of
important to use social media for the positive parts mindfulness about how they spend their time. Study
of it, and try to avoid the effects of social media that after study has shown that connecting with others is
make you compare yourself to others and feel like you essential to happiness and wellbeing. Social media can
have to be active on it. Overall, I’m glad Dr. Penikas become a huge distraction from this important aspect
challenged me because it has made me put my phone of life and I thank Liz for bringing attention to this
reality.
down more often and focus on what’s important.

by Maggie Kelly ‘22

At Molloy there are countless opportunities to learn
about so many interesting topics. From psychology and
forensics to college level biology and popular literature,
there’s something for everyone. As a senior at Molloy, you
will be able to select special elective classes.
A growing question has surfaced recently about a
possible new elective. Could ASL be a course for seniors?
If you don’t know what ASL is, it stands for American
Sign Language. Last year, an ASL Club was formed here at
Molloy, but students want to dive deeper into the language
and learn more about it in a classroom environment. I
spoke to Mr. Vellucci about whether this could be possible.
Mr. Vellucci informed me that the idea of ASL as a class
has been brought up to the Molloy administration in the
past, but it was rejected as a course. Although an after
school non-credit program was offered for a few years,
it eventually died out most likely because of the lack of a
qualified instructor. Attempting to create an ASL course
at Molloy would be a challenge. There are many issues to
ponder. For example, would the class be one semester or
two? It would also be difficult to find a teacher for the
class. Since it would most likely not be possible to build
a full teacher schedule around it, the teacher would have
to also be able to teach other courses. Then again, ASL
is a skill that can be extremely useful in several different
careers and life paths.
What do you think? Should there be an ASL elective?
Would you apply for it?

Club Spotlight: The Stanner Newspaper
by Esther Kim ‘20 & Noordeep Kaur ‘20

Established decades ago, the Stanner Newspaper be written individually or with a partner. If a student
has continued to be a source of entertainment and thinks of another topic that is not written on the list,
information to Molloy students. Through passion and with Mr. Sommo or Ms. Angotta’s approval, he/she is
hard work, members of The Stanner dedicate their time able to claim that topic. When students finish writing
and efforts to write articles that raise awareness on a their first drafts, the moderators and the Editors-invariety of issues that are present both inside and outside Chief edit each article and correct students’ grammar,
of school. The Stanner
reporters are able to share
their opinions about topics
happening
around
the
school or in the world, while
simultaneously building their
writing and communication
skills. In addition, students
are able to think about and
discuss events that they
previously have had no
interest in or those that have
not crossed their minds
before.
Have you ever wondered
what the process of the club
is like? First, a brainstorming
Pictured: Reporters and moderators of The Stanner (2019-20).
meeting is held before the
release of each seasonal
newspaper, in which students discuss a number of spelling, and overall tone. When the final drafts are
topics that are specific to that season. This can be about completed, it is now the duty of the Production Staff
anything ranging from concerts and plays to sports and to design the format of the newspaper. The staff then
newly released movies. Next, a post is published on designs the layout of the newspaper. The students who
Edmodo stating all the topics that were brainstormed work on designing the layout learn how to use a design
in the meeting. The members then comment on the program called Adobe InDesign. This program is used
topic that they’d like to write an article about, which can by professionals in many industries and is a beneficial

skill to learn. So, by designing the newspaper not only do
the students strengthen the aesthetics of the newspaper,
but they also learn skills that may prove to be useful
in the future. When the final touches are finished, the
newspaper is printed and sent out to every homeroom.
The Stanner Newspaper has been able to flourish
because of the vast amount of support that it has
received by both members and non-members of the
club as well as faculty members. Thank you!
If any of you are interested in joining the Stanner
Newspaper and contributing, it is not too late! Visit the
Stanner’s office, located next to the Chemistry Lab, and
announce to either Mr. Sommo or Ms. Angotta that
you’d like to be a part of the club. All are welcome!
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Chorus: An Integral Part of Molloy’s Community
by Kongit Amaha ’20 & Justin Batista ’20. Photos by Tatiana Egas ‘22 & Photography Club.

“What makes Molloy so special?” Is it the phenomenal
sense of community; the academic rigor; the
understanding teachers? Delving deeper, it’s the little
things that make Molloy such an exceptional atmosphere.
The Junior-Senior Chorus is one of the minor, but
important things that make up Molloy. Even though it
isn’t that big, you can’t miss the Chorus and its integral
part of Molloy’s community. You hear them at all of the
Masses, singing in the cafeteria around Christmas time,
and at their own Winter and Spring Concerts. You’ve
probably passed by room 305 and heard them belting out
“Hey Jude” which made you stop for a second to listen to
the melodious harmonies blend together uniquely. A lot
of practice and skill goes into what the students hear at
the Masses and concerts.
Led by the phenomenal Mr. Sheehan, the JuniorSenior Chorus is a family where you can express your
vocal ability in a class setting. Depending on your
vocal range, you can sing as either a soprano, alto, or a
baritone. Mr. Sheehan works with these three divisions
both individually and altogether as a group, making sure
that each section knows their specific melodies and
lines. It is a full-year course and meets 3 times a week,
counting as a half credit course. Singing numbers from
“I’ll Be Home For Christmas” to “Eleanor Rigby” Chorus
allows students to learn iconic hits throughout history.
In addition, the students also learn music theory and
many of the components that go into making a song.
In terms of how Chorus is graded, there is one quiz
every marking period that tests your knowledge of

music theory, and attending class and being present for
performances make up the rest of your grade. While
effort must be put into learning and understanding parts
of the songs being sung, Chorus is a low-stress class and
certainly isn’t overly-demanding, so students shouldn’t
be worried about it being too difficult or hard to handle.
Also, since Junior-Senior Chorus counts as an honors
class, students can enjoy a 1.05 curve to their final grade,
ensuring that your Chorus grade is almost always going
to be relatively high (as long as you put in the effort).
Many students currently in the Junior-Senior
Chorus had to work Chorus into their class schedules,
exemplifying the unwavering interest in the class that
many students have. One of this story’s writers, Justin
Batista, was persuaded by his friends last year to join
the chorus, not expecting to get much out of it. “When
my best friend first came up to me telling me I should
join Chorus, I told her I wasn’t really interested. I didn’t
know anything about Chorus or singing in general, and
I thought I would be really out of place there. But she
kept asking me every chance she could, guaranteeing
me that Chorus was the best part of her day and that
it would be so much fun. She told me it didn’t matter
if I didn’t know anything about music and if I didn’t
have the best singing voice; as long as I made an effort,
I would be fine. So she somehow convinced me to
join, and at the last minute we went to Mr. Vellucci’s
office to add Chorus to my schedule, even though I still
didn’t think I would enjoy it that much. Once the class
actually started, though, I knew I had made the right

choice. Despite the fact that I’d never been in a chorus
before, it wasn’t daunting or intimidating. Everyone is
willing to help you out if there’s a part of the song you
don’t understand or just have a question in general. Mr.
Sheehan never made me feel rushed or out of place and
always makes sure everyone feels confident with what
we’re singing before we move on. There is also a great
sense of community in Chorus, and whenever we have
a concert or performance it feels like we’re all connected
and there for each other. Even though I only joined this
year, I’ve already made some great memories in Chorus
and am going to miss it in college. I would recommend
Chorus to anyone looking for a fun and rewarding class,
especially those like me who are hesitant to join.”
Sadie Lozano-Mieles considers the class one of
her favorites. “Two years ago, I made one of my best
decisions in choosing to join Junior/Senior Chorus. The
best memories I have from my time at Molloy are the
performances and trips with Chorus. The community is
unbeliveably passionate and the director is extraordinary.
During a performance trip to New Jersey, we made a
spontaneous stop at the beach. All of us ran around
singing, laughing, and crying about how this would be
our last year together. After a long day of cramming for
tests and practicing formulas, I know I can always count
on Chorus to make my day brighter.”
It may not be a varsity sport, but the Junior-Senior
Chorus is unforgettable and Molloy wouldn’t be the
same without it. If you are interested, don’t hesitate to
join the Chorus next year. If you would like some more
information, stop by Mr. Sheehan’s room (305)!

The Mystery of Shadow Falls Part II: Detectives… Sort of
Stanner Fiction by Abigail Mallia ‘23, Leilani Portilla ‘23 & Magdalen Saffian ‘23 (See Part I in our fall 2019 issue!)
Percy, Evelyn, and Briar were trying
and failing to be junior detectives.
Percy laid her head on the table in
defeat. “We’re getting nowhere.”
“Not true,” Evelyn protested. “We’ve
got a decent suspect list! Briar, read it
out!”
Briar picked up the sheet. “Mr. Wright,”
she read, her voice as dead as a doornail.
Evelyn raised her eyebrows. “That’s all
you got?”
“Where’ve you been, Eve? We’ve been
trying to get another person for an hour,
but we can’t think of anything,” Briar
said.
Percy began banging her head on the
desk. “It’s got to be Mr. Wright. I mean,
who else could it have been? We don’t
really know of anyone else.”
Briar nodded in agreement. “Exactly,
Evelyn. There’s no one else it could
possibly be.”
Evelyn didn’t give up, though. “Maybe
we could go over the details of the
kidnapping? That might help.”
“I guess? But what do we even know
about-” Percy began, but Evelyn cut her
off.
“It was right after school, January 19th.
Briar was in detention. Again. I was in
the library. Again. And Percy was…”
Evelyn stopped, her gaze falling over
the frustrated girl that abruptly stopped
slamming her cranium against the wooden
desk. The room became oddly silent for a
minute or two.
“Percy, where were you?”
Said girl froze yet again.
“Uh, I… I don’t know what you mean,”

Percy stammered.
“Dude, we know you’re, you know,
Percy, but you’re certainly not an idiot.
Tell us where you were,” Briar demanded.
But, of course, nobody could rival the
stubbornness of the girl in question.
“Look- I don’t want to talk about it.
Who cares where I was, anyway? I’m the
one in charge here.”
“Well, that’s debatable,” Evelyn
muttered, narrowing her eyes.
Percy shot her a withering look as she
sat up straight. “Oh, shut up!” She went
on, “Listen. The only thing we know
about this kidnapping is that this junior,
Evan Hartfield, went missing after he was
on his way to physics extra help. There
isn’t any camera footage; he went missing
when he stopped in room 312. He-”
Evelyn cut her off. “312? Briar, didn’t
you say that was the detention room?”
“Yeah. 312,” Briar confirmed.
“Who was in detention with you?
Did you see him walk in? Who was the
moderator?” Evelyn questioned her.
Briar hesitated for a second. “I was in
detention alone-”
“Really?” Percy interrupted. “Somehow
I find that hard to believe. We’re in high
school.”
“Yeah, I know.”
“So you were alone, Briar?” Evelyn
asked.
“Yeah, and I swear I didn’t see Evan
at all. I have no idea who did it. I just
remember Danny sat in front of me, and
he kept making me laugh. Mr. Wright
kept getting mad at me. Besides, I was
too busy doodling in my notebook. You

know, because detention sucks.”
Evelyn sighed. “Gosh, Briar. You’re
being very difficult right now. Were there
any other kids?”
“No.”
“But you mentioned that guy Danny-”
“Oh, that was a different detention.
Sorry, no. No one was in this detention
with me other than Evan,” Briar
corrected, with a laugh.
“Who was the moderator?”
Briar thought for a moment. “Hang on.
Let me remember… That was way too
many detentions ago.”
Percy huffed, never having been more
frustrated than in that very moment; the
girl glared daggers into the side of Briar’s
head.
Evelyn decided to help Briar. “It wasn’t
Mr. Paulson or Mr. Wright. They were
hosting biology club that day. I was there.”
Percy sat up. “How was Mr. Wright
acting?”
“He seemed sort of tense, and kept
checking the time. I remember him being
kind of… off. I assumed he was stressing
about the bio tournament that was in a
week, but… that seems kind of strange,
don’t you think? I’ve never seen him act
like that… so tense and jumpy...” Evelyn
trailed off, lost in thought.
“Wait a minute, I remember!” Briar
jumped up with glee, feeling incredibly
proud of herself, “It was Mrs. Barren,
that weird computer teacher! I remember
people kept making fun of her because
she kept falling asleep during class.”
“So she wouldn’t have noticed if
Evan got taken somewhere?” Evelyn

questioned, looking a bit defeated.
“Well, that depends,” Percy stated, “I
guess it’s really based on how loud he
and our culprit were being if he was,
supposedly, taken during that time. If
both of them were stealthy enough, it
wouldn’t take much just to sneak out of
detention if she was ‘monitoring.’”
“Wait, I do remember something else,”
Briar kept her head down, not willing to
look at her friends. “On the loudspeaker,
I think I heard someone call Evan’s name.
I think it was to the office.”
“High time to remember that,” Percy
grunted, slightly annoyed.
Briar rolled her eyes, just as equally
annoyed. “He could have been kidnapped
there.”
Percy sat up, her eyes flashing. “Hang
on. It couldn’t possibly have been Mr.
Wright…”
“Why?” Briar asked hesitantly.
Percy stood up and began pacing,
eyebrows furrowed and eyes locked
on her shoes. “Because he was at the
biology lab the entire time.” She stopped
and sharply inhaled through her nose.
“He would have needed something- no,
someone to help him.”
She turned, her mind going into
overdrive, as realization dawned over her.
“Someone else is in on this.”
The other two girls shot up from their
seats, fear dancing in their eyes.
“The question is...” Briar muttered,
tapping her foot, as anxious as ever.
“Who?”

To Be Continued....

Star Wars Episode IX: The Rise Of Skywalker - Review
by Tessa Cooke ‘21

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker opens its text crawl
with “THE DEAD SPEAK!”, seemingly meant to create
a sense of mysticism around who “the dead” refers too.
This mysticism is immediately shattered by the reveal if you could even call it one - that Emperor Palpatine
is back! It is quite indicative of this movie, and of the
new trilogy as a whole, that the main villain is introduced
in the second line of the introduction text crawl of the
final movie. The Rise of Skywalker is a rushed, messy,
thrown - together finale that is the culmination of a
constant revolving door of writers and directors and
corporate mismanagement throughout the trilogy. It is
the unsatisfying conclusion to a saga that should have
ended in 1983, but due to Disney’s corporate greed for
another billion dollar franchise it has been resurrected
and left as a soulless husk of a trilogy.
I’ll start with what I enjoyed about this film. As
always, John Williams delivers a great score and also as
always the CGI is top-notch. Along with the prior two
movies, Adam Driver delivers a great performance and
the chemistry between Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, and
Oscar Isaac is undeniable and their scenes together are
much more personable than most other scenes in the
trilogy. In addition, J.J. Abrams does his best as a director
/ writer with what he’s given, which isn’t much.
Now onto every other part of this movie! Starting
off, the first 30 minutes of this film feel like it was
accidentally left on fast-forward and the writers only
realized it when it was too late. We jump from planet to
planet, so quickly that we don’t even have time to learn
their names. Every scene and every frame introduces
something new, and it’s gone before we even have time
to process it. As Rick McCallum, the producer of the
prequels once said, “It’s so dense; every single image has
so many things going on”. Most of the movie follows
the same repeated cycle of needing to find an item to

find a planet to then find another item. This race from
planet to planet and scene to scene is obviously done to
make up for the lack of momentum in The Last Jedi, as
we spend half that movie on the same casino-themed
planet. This is something this movie spends most of
its time and energy on, retconning anything The Last
Jedi did that was unsatisfactory in the eyes of Kathleen
Kennedy and the rest of the Disney executives. In fact,
the big bad enemy of the previous movie, Snoke, was
nothing more than a clone grown in a test-tube created
by Palpatine. You get a sense that having Palpatine be
the villain of this movie was a last minute decision made
by the writers, because they had no other options. They
also (most likely) had no idea what to do about Rey’s
parents and her lineage, so with Palpatine in mind the
writers did what the modern Star Wars movies do best
- reuse old plot elements and rely on nostalgia in order
to convince the viewer that what they’re watching is
a good movie because it relies on all of the elements
they love about the originals. Having Palpatine be Rey’s
grandfather, thus making her bloodline evil, is the most
interesting thing they could have done but yet it still
feels so unsatisfying and out of left field. I think this
feeds into the greater problem of the new trilogy - and
you could argue Disney as a whole. Disney wants Star
Wars to appeal to as many people as possible, and tries
to satisfy everyone in the process. In reality, trying to
appease a fragmented audience of millions of people in
2 hours and 22 minutes is impossible, and mostly just
looks like Disney pandering to their audience.
There are many elements of the movie that I could
not cover in this review - whether it be the misuse of
the new force powers, the lack of tension that eliminates
any incentive to care about the characters, or the final
Rey and Kylo Ren scene that divided many fans - but I
think my overall view of The Rise of Skywalker is that

it is a frustrating, blatant mishandling of a movie and a
franchise that has been ongoing for years. Any potential
that these movies had was inevitably squashed by Disney.
In the end, The Rise of Skywalker is a perfectly good
movie if you turn your brain off and ignore everything
about it.

The UN, Democracy, and Human Rights
Op-Ed

by Alexander Gellos ‘20

“The United Nations is the most concentrated
assault on moral reality in the history of free
institutions.” - William F. Buckley Jr.
Is the United Nations still relevant or important?
In some ways, the answer to this question might be
yes. In other ways, the answer is a resounding no. The
concept of the United Nations should work well in
theory, however, it is in desperate need of reform in
order to resolve the many issues it faces. The fact is that
the United Nations has had a long suffering record on
democracy and human rights.
In just the last ﬁve years, Russia, communist China,
Cuba, Egypt, Malaysia, and Saudi Arabia sat on the
United Nations Human Rights Council. The UNHRC
was created to succeed the Human Rights Commission
in 2006, after that commission had elected Muammar
Qaddaﬁ as its president in 2003. Let the absurdity of
that sink in - electing a brutal and repressive tyrant as
president of a body whose goal is to oppose these evils.
The facts are unmistakable. The United Nations has
faltered in its support of democracy and human rights
through its singular and continual focus on Israel; and

because the U.N. was, and is, more than willing to give
Russia, communist China, or North Korea a pass for
their crimes against humanity.
Freedom House, the Washington D.C.- based think tank
that advocates for democracy, political freedom, and
human rights, found in its 2019 Freedom in the World
report that out of the 195 countries in the world (all
of them U.N. members) 128 of them are partly free or
not free at all. That’s 65% of our planet. Two out of
every three people are deprived of their right to speak
freely, worship how they want, or have any economic
opportunity. These human beings are not free.
If the UN truly values freedom and human rights, why
do they consider dictators in Moscow and Beijing equals
to the United States and other democratic nations?
There is no moral equivalence between the free world
and the totalitarian regimes that enslave and oppress
their own people.
Since 2015 six repressive dictatorships have been
seated on the human rights council. For the dignity of
all people who are or wish to be free, this is unacceptable.
Vladimir Putin is happy about this. So are Xi Jinping
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and Kim Jong Un. Put the mullahs in Iran and the Saudi
royals on this list as well.
To try and solve this problem, we need to rejoin the
Human Rights Council. We the people of the free world
need to make absolutely clear that the United Nations
recognize its hypocrisy and inaction. This must change.
I hope that one day, it will. But for now, on the
protection of freedom and human rights, the current
status of the United Nations is a dictator’s dream.

Molloy’s Model UN Club visiting the UN Building
in 2019. Photo courtesy of Ms. Kobinski.

Strike Two: Thoughts on Impeachment Trial
Op-Ed

by Sebastian Germosen ‘20

Weeks ago the world awaited the fate of Donald Trump
and his presidency. The impeachment trial began because
Democrats had accused President Trump of seeking
help from Ukraine’s government to help himself get
re-elected this November and “obstructing Congress.”
These accusations were met with support and criticism,
as Democrats advocated for the impeachment of Trump
and the President rebuked these accusations by expressing
his anger toward Democrats in his tweets. In the days
following the beginning of the president’s impeachment
trial, not much was uncovered regarding the situation
between Trump and Ukraine. On the first day, ferocious
debate unfolded as Republicans rejected the Democrats
attempt to bring in new witnesses and documents that
would potentially quicken the process of impeaching
President Trump. In an attempt to prevent Democrats
gaining ground in the process, numerous amendments
were rejected, including subpoenas for documents from
the White House, a subpoena for Mick Mulvaney, acting
chief of staff, etc. In the following days, new evidence

was presented to build the case against President Trump,
but Republicans continued to refute everything that the
Democrats said or presented to Congress. Adam Schiff,
a key player in the effort to impeach President Trump,
was the most criticized person in the whole process,
as he was comedically ridiculed. Many, especially
Republicans, have continuously exposed Schiff ’s “lying”
and his “outrageous” claims and President Trump’s
rapid tweeting throughout the process was seen as his
defense of himself.
It is over! The impeachment trial of President Trump
ended after months of investigations, angry rants, etc.
The president was found not guilty on the charges of
“abuse of power” and “obstruction of Congress.”
Though Trump was impeached, he was not convicted of
these charges, which wasn’t that much of a surprise. The
Democrats once again suffered defeat in their attempts
to remove President Trump from office, as they failed to
find a connection between Russia and the 2016 election
in the Mueller investigation, and now, the impeachment

trial. They have become so frustrated with the thought of
President Trump remaining in office, that Nancy Pelosi
demonstrated this frustration by ripping up Trump’s
State of the Union speech. Democrats are trying so
hard to find any way to remove President Trump right
now, because they possibly know that his re-election is
inevitable. At least that is what many believe.
No matter how much criticism or loathing he receives,
Trump’s re-election feels like it can’t be stopped.
Perhaps, the Democrats don’t believe in their candidates
that hope to topple Trump? The likeliest of heroes
for the Democrats, former Vice President Joe Biden,
doesn’t look like that hero after the results of the New
Hampshire Democratic primary were recently revealed.
Maybe Bernie Sanders or Mayor Pete are the Democrats
“savior.”
With the impeachment trial over and President Trump
still in office, the people continue to watch and wait to
see what is going to happen next.
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Stanner Sports

AMHS Basketball Teams It’s Cold Outside:
Indoor Track Season!
Enjoying Solid Seasons
Story by Juliette Leveau ‘21
Photos by Kathryn Maio ‘21 & Marina Tsimisiris ‘21

by Juliette Leveau ‘21

Molloy’s Basketball teams have had great
seasons so far, accumulating plenty of wins
between Boys Varsity and Varsity “B”, as
well as Girls Varsity and Junior Varsity. The
competition this year has been extremely
fierce, however Molloy’s hard work has
been prominent. Boys Varsity has done a
remarkable job surpassing some of Molloy’s
biggest rival schools such as Mount Saint
Michael, Bishop Loughlin, and Iona Prep.
They began the season with 10 wins and only 4
losses! They’ve attended several tournaments,
including one in New Jersey where they won
against Montclair and Tottenville at Marist
High School. They’ve done some amazing
work this season and it hasn’t gone unnoticed.
Mick Browne ’20 won the Catholic High
School Athletic Association’s (CHSAA) player
of the week in January!
All of the players on Boys Varsity are
confident that they’ll continue having a great
season as Justin Barfield ’21 said, “We’re
optimistic about finishing out the season
strong in league games against some of our
BQ rivals and we anticipate finishing with a
high seeding entering playoffs.” Varsity B as

well has done some outstanding work. This
season they beat Stepinac High school 5041. They are the number 2 seeded team. That
game saw Joe Russo ’20 become Varsity B’s
2nd all-time leading scorer. Congratulations,
Joe! Varsity B also enjoyed their senior night
against Xaverian! Their hard work has really
paid off.
The Girls Varsity and Junior Varsity
teams have also done an incredible job this
season. Jessica Kelly ’21 was recently named
Scholar Athlete while and Sportsmanship
award to Sophie Fernandez ’20 received the
Sportsmanship award. The MVP was awarded
to Maya Cwalina ’21, a huge accomplishment!
They also won a big game against McClancy on
January 30th, 2020 with a 20 point advantage.
Their season has been really successful. JV
was remained undefeated for a part of the
season while competing against some of the
most talented schools in the district. They
have really stood out this season with their
impeccable strategy and work. The basketball
coaches have also done a great job preparing
them for these games and I’m positive in the
future they’ll gain more wins with hard work!

Laps of Victory
by Maggie Kelly ‘22. Photos courtesy of Coach Heather Green-Wresch.

Pictured left to right: Marina Tsimisiris ‘21, Cher Mei ‘22 & Alex
Filipkowski ‘22.
Congratulations
to
the
Archbishop Molloy Track Team
who attended the Brooklyn Queens
Championship the weekend of
January 26th where they achieved
amazing scores. The sprinters, high
and long jumpers, hurdlers and long
distance runners all did a fantastic
job competing against St. Francis
Prep, Holy Cross and many other
schools. Amber Walters, Sophia
Fernandez ‘20, Laurah Perrin ‘20
and Grace Murphy ‘23 all offered
amazing skills by winning first place
in the 1600 meter relay. They each
did an amazing job and it required a
lot of hard work and determination.
This is according to Amber Walters
who said, “Yes it was really hard
because I ran the 1000 meter relay
right before competing in the 1600,
but it was good having everyone
cheering and winning against the
other team.” Many runners have to
run 2 meets in one day like Amber
did, but she still placed 3rd in the

1000 meter relay. Grace Murphy
also had to run another relay, she
ran the 1500 and won first place.
They both did an exceptional job.
Michael Hubert ‘12, a long
distance runner, competed in
the 1000 relay as well and won
1st place. The Molloy track team
accomplished many wins at the
Brooklyn Queens Championship
and did an outstanding job in every
race and they will hopefully continue
to at Nationals! Grace Murphy
has been given the opportunity to
compete at Nationals against many
opposing schools. Grace achieved
this with her impressive running
skills, so it was well deserved. This
is also thanks to the coaches Mr.
Gambino, Mr. Powers and Mr.
Chowske, who have done a great
job training the team including
Grace. The track team has brought
in amazing wins at every meet this
year so far and we hope that will
continue for the rest of the season!

Winter Results
The Molloy girls swimming team has ended
their regular season with another Brooklyn
Queens Championship. It is the 18th year
in a row they have earned this title. Why,
you might ask, is the team so continuously
successful? When we asked the coach, Ms.
Heather Green-Wresch, this question she
stated, “The girls varsity team has stayed good
for so long because of the girls. You have to
be really dedicated to swim everyday for 2
hours.” The team was undefeated for most of
their regular season, only losing in an intense
meet with Notre Dame. Isabella Falcao ‘20
and Madison Capria ‘21 were both extremely
crucial towards the team’s win against St.
Joseph Hill. Winning that particular meet has
not been accomplished in several years.
Ashley Lancer ‘22 has been swimming for
eight years. She encourages Molloy students to
join swimming, stating “It is a great way to

get exercise and make new amazing friends.”
The incredible team dynamic is a large part of
their success. When asked what her favorite
part about swimming for Molloy is, Ashley
told us “My favorite thing is how supportive
and caring my teammates and coaches are.”
Mrs. Heather Green-Wresch agreed with
her, stating, “...they truly become a family
and work together to get the wins. They care
about each other and are always up cheering
each other on.” Charlie Caminiti ‘20, Claire
Rooney ‘21 and Emma Wresch ‘20 described
how they believe the best part of swimming
is the family vibe and the people on the team,
students and coaches alike.
Even though their city championship meet
on February 1st and 2nd resulted in a 2nd
place win, the entire swimming team should
be proud of yet another extremely successful
season.

CONGRATULATIONS!
MS. HEATHER GREEN-WRESCH
CHSAA COACH OF THE YEAR
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Photos by Yearbook Staff & Angelina Warren ‘22.
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Boys Varsity “B” Basketball: 10-9
Boys Varsity Basketball: 12-9
Results are as of
Boys JV Basketball: 12-7
press time.
Boys Freshman Basketball: 15-3
Girls Varsity Basketball: 9-9
Girls JV Basketball: 16-1
Girls Varsity Swimming: B/Q Champs & 2nd in the City
Boys Varsity Swimming: 1st in Division, 5th in League
JV Bowling: 2nd in the City
Varsity Bowling: 3rd in the City

