January 30th, 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS
Wed 2/6

Hawk Walk

Thurs 2/7

Collaboration Day, 11:40am
dismissal

Wed-Fri
2/13-15

Minimum Day-Student/Parent
Conference

Mon
2/18

No School, President’s Day

Hawk Walka Continuing Tradition
The Hawk Walk is just next week. I
remember helping out for the first time a
few years ago. I was with other
kindergarten parents on the field tracking
the number of laps. To my surprise the kids
are running at full speed despite it being
called a walk. Their legs are pumping and
the cool morning air is blowing in their
faces. Parents are cheering, teachers are
completing laps right alongside, and
classmates are encouraging each other.
The kids showed just how a mix of
exhilaration and determination can get
them around another lap. They are so
proud of how they gave their personal best.
Matilda- Hawk Talk Editor

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…
Dear Highland Oaks Families,
February is upon us. Hawk Walk – our biggest and last
fundraiser for the school year - is on. We need your help!
100% of money raised goes directly back to our school.
Hawk Walk fundraiser is the most critical funding source for
the student field trips. It has funded in the past trips to the
Regan Library, Riley’s Farm, to name just a few. We hope to
get sufficient funding so that the school can plan these trips
with confidence. We have done it in the past. Let’s do it
again this year!
Highland Oaks 家长们，请让我们一起努力捐款把我们一年
一度的《全校健步走》筹款做成功，为孩子们field trip等活
动提供强劲的经济后盾。
The pledge envelopes are due next Monday (February 4).
Please reach out to your family members, relatives, and
friends this weekend and ask for their support. We are also
in need of volunteers to help on the day of the event. Please
use the following SignupGenius link if you are available.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d48a9a829a1fb62019
Finally, I would like to thank Steve, Nana, Matilda, Sharon,
Madhu and many of the students for running a good canned
food drive last week.
Hua Chen, HOPTSA President
h.chen5@gmail.com (626) 215-4694

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Hawk Walk- Wednesday 2/6, sign up to help

Last Year’s Hawk Walk

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d48a9a829a1f
b6-2019 to help or donate water
5th Grade Party- Interested parents can help plan
game booths, photography, food, etc. for this end of
year celebration. Contact Dawn Stone, Chairperson
dawnhortonstone@gmail.com
Hearing Screen- the Highland Oaks Health Office is
requesting 2 parents to assist on Monday 2/11 from
8:20 to 11:30. No experience needed. Contact Trisha
Dawkins, trisha_dawkins@aol.com

Coffee Talk with
Mrs. Hargrave,
3rd grade teacher
How did you decide to become a teacher?
I decided to become a teacher because I wanted to
work with kids. I had a grandmother that was a
teacher and a grandfather that was a principal. It
sounded like a great way to work with kids, to have
creativity in my life and work with other people that
shared similar passions as myself.
How long have you been teaching?
I have been a teacher for 25 years, 15 of those here
in AUSD at Highland Oaks Elementary.
Tell us something about your family?
My husband, Erik, and I live in Pasadena with our 2
kids. Katie is a freshman in high school and Drew is in
6th grade.
What are your hobbies?
I love to paint and read crime novels. I also am an
advocate for pet rescue and adoption.
What would you tell your elementary grade self if
you could speak to her?
I would tell her to not sweat the small stuff because
there's a time to relax and enjoy every day.
What would be a dream field trip regardless of
logistics or cost?
A field trip to the Grand Canyon would be amazing.
Not sure how I would tie that into the curriculum,
but it's such an amazing natural wonder that is
pretty close to us. I'm always surprised by how many
people don't find the opportunity to visit!
Describe the grants you recently received. How did
you decide to choose those areas of interest?
I have received a few grants over the years. Most
recently I was awarded 2 by AEF!!!! Thank you
parents for all your donations to make that happen! I
will receive a new set of individual student
whiteboards, which we use daily in my room. I
bought my current set over 15 years ago and they
have been well loved, and show it. I also will be
getting an iPad mini to use for student recordings
(lots of green screen ideas!), for student capture of
their work for the Alt Platform and for their Personal
Portfolios. The students and I are really excited
about these items.

Mrs. Hargrave and her class

Thanks for supporting the “Can you
Help” drive. Over 2000 items were donated.
Foothill Unity will distribute those items locally. For
SDC, TK-2nd grades- Mrs. Salvador’s class won. For
3rd-5th grades it was a tie with Ms. Issa and Mr.
Homan’s classes. Congrats! Theses 3 classes will
celebrate with ice cream. Thanks Steve Rhee for
chairing the event.

Hua Chen, PTSA President pulling boxes filled with
cans.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d48a9a829a1fb6-2019

