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principal's message

Dear parents,
We have just nished our trimester of school this year. October was busy month for us as we
celebrated Kindness Week, National Bullying Awareness Month with school-wide awareness
announcements and activities. We also participated in the Great CA Shakeout Earthquake drill
and celebrated Red Ribbon Week, pledging to stay drug-free.
Thanks for your participation in the Harvest Parade. We hope you enjoyed the festivities. The
Grades of Green Environmental Program launched in October for 1st, 2nd & 3rd graders. Talk
to your children about it.
As we begin the second trimester and the seasons' change, please review our school uniform
policy by clicking https://bit.ly/2PzRHwT or see below.
Have a great Thanksgiving! Mr. Bhojani

november 2018 events

NOV. 2 End of 1st Trimester
NOV. 3 Teddy Bear Tea @ DB Center 10am-2pm
NOV. 6 Election Day
NOV. 7 School Site Council Meeting 3-4pm
NOV. 12 Veterans Day Holiday – NO SCHOOL
NOV. 16 Student of the Month Assembly 8:20 – 10am
NOV. 19-24 Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL
NOV. 26 CJMCC Meeting 9:20am
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10 Tips for Homework Success

As we head into November,

Reading with comprehension
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You can help your child
remember the attributes, by
using the same vocabulary at
home. You may be surprised to
hear even our TK and
Kindergarten students using
these words!
As previously mentioned, this is
an evaluation year for us and
we are winding up our selfstudy re ection as a school
community at C.J. Morris. Next
month I will be submitting
documents to the International
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feedback about the Primary
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bedtime routine.
But playing cop rarely works —
micromanaging and nagging
only make kids feel stupid or
frustrated. A better solution:
Think of yourself as a coach
and cheerleader. To help you
get there, we asked teachers
and parents to share their A+
strategies for solving the most
common headaches. Their
work-like-magic tips are
guaranteed to bring harmony
back into your homework
routine, whether your child is a
kindergartner or a fth-grader, a
whiner or a procrastinator!
1. Do It as Early as Possible:
Best for Everyone : On days
when there are no afternoon
activities, give your child a time
frame — say, between 3 p.m.
and 5 p.m. — to get down to
business. This gives her some
control over her schedule
(some kids need a longer break
after school, and others need to
start right away to keep the
momentum going). The only

First, make sure your child is
reading books appropriate for
their reading level. If a book is
too hard, all your child's energy
will be put into decoding and
reading word for word, with
less energy available to gure
out what the book means.
Books that your child can read
with 98-100% accuracy are
good choices for
comprehension building.
Reading comprehension skills
can be developed using a
before-during-after approach.
Below are a few suggestions
that will help build
comprehension skills.
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the IB program, please feel free
to email me at
khoward@wvusd.k12.ca.us.

transitional kindergarten

With our TK kids growing with every new day, we are learning more and MORE! We have gone
over letters A-F, and we are focusing more on the correct formation of letters and the
beginning sounds in words. During writing time, we are continuing to write simple “I
like________” and “I see_____” sentences. In math, we are continuing to practice counting with
one-to-one correspondence, make patterns and compare shape attributes. Our TK kids LOVE
to practice counting up and down, especially during our exercise time! For our IB unit, we will
continue to explore our 5 senses and describe how they help us to make sense of the world.
We have enjoyed our 5 senses science experiments! For the month of October, we learned
about Dia de Los Muertos and other Latin traditions, and we are ecstatic to begin our study of
Native Americans for the month of November!

kindergarten

In November, Kindergarteners will be continuing our Feelings and Literature unit. Students will
create a book jacket of their favorite book. They will depict what the story was about and how
it made them feel. We will then start our next IB unit: Where we are in place and time. It will be
a unit on Celebrations and Holidays. We will learn about different holidays and how different
cultures celebrate. We will also learn about our own family history and traditions. A special
event that takes place in kindergarten during this IB unit is our Thanksgiving potluck. Start
thinking now about what you want to bring to share. In language arts, students will be engaged
in a writer’s workshop where they will write a narrative about what they know. Personal
narratives for our kiddos are mainly having them write about an event they remember. They
will use transition words like rst, next, then, and last. In math, we will learn more about the
teen numbers. We will continue with shapes and story problems. November is an exciting and
busy month.

1st grade

Our rst graders are really enjoying our PYP Planner, How the World Works. They are
discovering how people make observations to understand how living things change. The
students started with a fun science activity by documenting with iPads, plants that grow in
remarkable places.
We have begun our Green Pets Program through The Beauty of Sharing Foundation. They have
provided us a wonderful curriculum to teach our kids. The lessons provide students with
hands-on, caring experiences and enhance their knowledge of nature. Together we hope the
interactive learning activities further inspire the students to develop love and respect for the
environment.

2nd grade

Our Second Graders became Botanists as they created biomes complete with plants and
animals that live and thrive in that biome. Then the entire second grade went on a Gallery Walk
amongst the three classrooms to learn about their fellow classmates biomes. We are going
to the Heritage Museum of Orange County on November 28. Our second graders will have the
opportunity to make butter, to try on old fashioned clothing, use a washboard to wash clothes,
play with toys from long ago and play a pump organ. Our Learner Pro le for November is being
Balanced by demonstrating the importance of balancing different aspects of our livesintellectual, physical, and emotional in order to achieve well-being for ourselves and others.
We will honor Veterans Day by remembering our veterans who served our nation and kept us
safe. In Math we are learning about geometry and measurement. We will celebrate
Thanksgiving with our loved ones and are thankful for our wonderful families.

3rd grade

We are excited to announce that our third graders are participating in the Beauty of Sharing
Foundation program and will experience hands-on learning focused on plastics and pollutions
this year. In math, we are working on Unit 3 and learning measurement, time, and graphing. The
unit lends itself to many hands-on activities in the classroom and multiple opportunities to

engage your child and focus on fun concepts at home. In Language Arts, our students will be
working on comparing points of view with an emphasis on ctional text and understanding
what makes people view the same experience in different ways. The IB planner of focus is
“How We Express Ourselves,” as the students inquire and learn that people, places, and things
play an important role in creating unity and pride in a nation. We wish you a terri c
Thanksgiving break with your family and friends.

4th grade

It is hard to believe that the rst trimester is already over! Time is ying by! The fourth grade is
busy with their “How the World Works” planner, learning how people study patterns and forces
to understand changes in the earth’s surface. We are becoming experts on rocks, plate
tectonics, and the effects of natural process such as volcanoes and earthquakes. In Math, we
are studying long division, and exploring the different ways we can solve division equations.
Common Core allows us to gure out problems in multiple ways! All of the 4th graders are
listening to different novels in class, one of their favorite times of day. Listening to stories is
always enjoyable, and helps us with our comprehension, and our writing skills! Real authors
are great examples for our Realistic Fiction Writers Workshop! We look forward to the second
trimester and more learning!

5th grade

5th Graders are looking forward to the holiday season. We are nishing up our How the World
Works IB planner as students investigate matter and chemical reactions. We will begin our
How We Share the Planet IB planner with a look into the colonization of early America. In
math we will learn multiplication with whole numbers and decimals. Fifth graders continue to
grow as narrative writers. They are learning to write so that their reader can feel and
experience the events they are writing about. Through our reading we are learning about
character relationships and the traits that we value in other people. We hope you have a terri c
Thanksgiving break with your family and friends.
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