Legacy High School
Course Expectations

2018-2019 Academic Year

Folklore and Mythology
Instructor: Dr. Robert Jones
LHS Room 804
Phone: (702) 799-1777 ext. _______
Email: Jonesrl2@nv.ccsd.net

Website: Google Classroom- SECTION NUMBER____________
Turnitin.com Section Number ________________
Access Code:____________
Course Scope:
This one-year course (Folklore and Mythology) provides instruction in the
English Language Arts strands identified by the Common Core State Standards
as reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language. This course requires
expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are based
on readings representing works of folklore and mythology. The course is also
structured around multicultural themes and perspectives. This course
represents an academic study of Norse myths, Roman Myths, and Greek
Myths. It will define myth and assess the study of those myths which we term
mythology. The course will enable the students to encounter and assess Native
American myths from various tribal traditions and will also explore the hero’s
journey, modern American myth (the comic book), and characters found within
literary, non-fiction, and expository texts within the study of mythology and
folklore. Urban myths will also be explored. This diversity of mythological
sources will be assessed for their similarities and differences in a cross cultural
context. The appropriate use of technology and digital media are integral parts
of this course. This course fulfills an elective requirement for high school
graduation.
Course Goals:
1.
2.
3.

4.

To make effective use of rhetoric in writing or speaking that includes controlling tone, establishing
and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and structure. [W.1112.1, 2, 4, 5; SL.11-12.1, 4, 6; L.11-12.1, 3, 5, 6]
To understand how to combine elements of different kinds of writing to produce complex and
nuanced writing. [W.11-12.1-4]
To explore a variety of American literary, non-fiction, and expository texts of exceptional craft and
thought whose range provides opportunities to identify and explain in writing or speaking a writer’s
use of rhetorical strategies and techniques.
[RL.11-12.1-7, 9, 10; RI.11-12.1-10; W.11-12.1, 2, 4, 9; SL.11-12.3]
To understand how various stylistic effects are achieved by writers’ or speakers’ linguistic and
rhetorical choices. [RL.11-12.5; RI.11-12.5, 6; W.11-12.1b, 2d; SL.11-12.3; L.11-12.5]
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5.
6.

7.
8.

To analyze and interpret a wide variety of primary sources such as documentary materials, works of
art, pictorial and graphic materials, and text that reflect an author’s historical, cultural, or social
perspective. [RL.11-12.6, 9; RI.11-12.6, 9; W.11-12.7-10; SL.11-12.3]
To engage regularly in research and inquiry not only to gain understanding of a subject, answer a
question, and broaden/narrow a topic; but also to draw upon collected evidence in support of written
analysis, reflection, and discussion, whether in writing or speaking.
[W.11-12.7-9; SL.11-12.4-6]
To develop a range of speaking and listening skills built around content that fosters critical listening
and informed expression of ideas. [SL.11-12.1, 3-6]
To demonstrate more mature control over the conventions of standard English as well as the ability
to choose words appropriate to audience, task, purpose, and discipline to communicate ideas in
writing or orally. [W.11-12.4-6; SL.11-12.6]

Textbooks
The following text(s) will be utilized in this course:
• Mythology Text: 1st / 2nd / 3rd / 4th Quarter
• An array of short stories- 2nd / 3rd Quarter
• Various Graphic Novels – 3rd / 4th Quarter
*Schedule is subject to change

The Legacy High School English department has a wide range of titles that are
used throughout the year that meet the standards set in place by the Common
Core and Nevada State Standards. Some of the titles have mature themes and
language. If you have an objection to a title taught in your son or daughters class,
the teacher will assign an alternative title on request. All books and short stories
will be approved by the school.
Course Structure:
Quarter One: What is a Myth? What is Folklore? What is Mythology? Why Do
We Study Myth? What are the underlying purposes of a myth? What are the
common touch points? How do they differ? Creation Myths. Norse Myths.
Quarter Two: Roman / Greek Myths – What is The Hero’s Journey? What is an
Anti-hero?
Quarter Three: American Myths- The Superhero/ Superheroine. Create your
own Superhero.
Quarter Four: Overarching Mythology: Star Trek and the Star Wars galaxy. How
do we tie it together?
* Schedule is subject to change.
Student Supplies
Students are expected to have and maintain the following supplies all year:
! Two pens, either black or blue ink (I will not accept work written in
another color.)
! Highlighters ( I recommend multiple colors for categorizing and
organization )
! 3 Ringer binder (2’’ or larger)
! 8x11” College-rule binder paper
! 5 Binder dividers with tabs ( You can make these if you wish)
! As an alternative to the binder, you may purchase a student
notebook with four sections.
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Tardy Policy
Tardiness to class is not acceptable. Students arriving to a class after the tardy bell has rung will receive
consequences aligned with the Legacy High School Tardy Policy. A student who is more than 30
minutes late to class will be counted as absent from that class. All Classrooms will be locked when the
tardy bell rings. I will issue a tardy in the grade book if a student is late to class. The Tardy will be
noted in Infinite Campus.
• First tardy: Warning
• Second tardy: Warning and phone call home
• Third tardy: Dean's referral
• Fourth Tardy: Mandatory Required Parent Teacher Conference.
• Fifth Tardy: Suspension.
*Random tardy lock-out sweeps will be conducted. Students out of class without a pass will be issued
an RPC.
Grading Policy
• Grading Scale: 90% - 100% A
80% - 89% B
70% - 79% C
60% - 69% D
Below 60% F
• Grades on the bubble (i.e.: 59%, 69%, 79%, and 89%) may be rounded up based
on student achievement and effort given throughout the quarter/semester.
•

Description of Grading Procedures:
o Grade Breakdown:
! Assessments: 40%
! Homework and Classwork: 30%
! Checks: 20%
! Participation (notebook and discussion): 10%
o Classroom participation impact on grade
• Binders- Students will keep a binder containing all of their
notes from class. There will be random binder quizzes to check
and make sure the students are keeping up with their notes.
These will be graded for participation points.
• Homework: Homework and discussion go hand-in-hand in my
class. If you do not do your homework, you cannot be
expected to participate in the classroom activities or
discussion. Therefore, choosing to not do your homework
results in a double-penalty in the gradebook.
• Semester Grades: 45% Quarter 1/3 Grade
45% Quarter 2/4 Grade
10% Semester Examination
• Standards of Preparation
o You are in an academic environment, so your work will be viewed as
such. Work will be assessed for content, but also for the following
grammar, structure and academic merit.
o Proper language is expected on all assignments throughout the year.
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Make-up Work, Late Work and Extra Credit
Make-up procedures• After an absence, it will be the student’s responsibility to
check for make-up work in the designated location within the
classroom.
• Students will receive one extra day for everyday they were
absent to complete and turn in make-up work before it is
considered late.
• Students are responsible for making up missed classwork.
This will be done in the next class meeting either in class or in
an adjoining class.
• Late Work• Homework must be turned into the homework bin at the
beginning of the class period or else it will be considered late.
• Late work will be accepted, however, every day the assignment
is late I will take off 10% from their overall score; up to 50%.
• Extra Credit• There will be at least FOUR extra credit assignments offered.
(one per quarter)
• The students must complete the entire assignment if they
wish to receive the extra credit points.
• These are not mandatory assignments.
• The extra credit will be added to their final grade at the end of
each semester.
• Students may also bring in school supplies for extra credit.
Hours of Availabilityo Daily: 1:30 – 2:00. Please make an appointment with me so I know to
expect you. There will be some days where I will not be available due to
after school meetings and conferences.
•

Assignments
• Binders- Students are expected to maintain an interactive binder with Cornell
Notes which will be evaluated periodically throughout the quarter.
•

Homework: Students may have homework on a daily basis. It is the student's
responsibility to write in his/her Legacy planner. In the event homework is not
formally assigned by the teacher, students are encouraged to review daily
notes, review graded assignments, and to continue reading on a daily basis.
Students are expected to work in class on assignments, when time is allowed.
Papers should be neat and legible in blue/black ink only with a proper
heading. Final drafts of any assignment must be typed in MLA format. All
homework is expected to be completed by the start of the next class period
unless otherwise specified in advance.

•

Spelling/Grammar/Neatness: Points will be deducted for spelling/grammar
errors and lack of neatness on all finished products and assignments. This
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does not include works in progress as we do many rough drafts of work. If I
cannot read it, I cannot grade it!
•

Paper Headings: NO NAME, NO CREDIT! Papers without a name will not be
graded. Unless otherwise notified, all assignments must have the following
MLA heading in the upper right-hand corner of the page:
First Name Last Name
Teacher
Class/Period
Date

Ex. Christian Bale
Dr. Jones
English 11/2
August 30, 2019

•

Research Paper: A research paper will be written as part of the course
requirements; students who choose not to complete the components of this
assignment may receive a failing grade for the quarter/semester.

•

Outside Projects: There will be mini projects and quarterly projects related to
the lessons and course materials being taught throughout the year. Students
will be given ample notice and time to complete their projects.

Hours of Availability- The teacher is available daily to assist students. A student will
need to notify the teacher when he/she needs assistance in the event that there is a
scheduled parent conference, faculty meeting, an activity meeting, or the teacher is
not available on a particular day the student is in need. Tests and quizzes may be
made up before or after school only during the available times, between 1:30 and
2:00 PM. Students may not schedule appointments during any other times.
Classroom Behavior Expectations
• A Classroom Behavioral Expectations
• Follow the Three Levels of Respect
o Respect the Teacher
o Respect the Classroom
o Respect each Other
• Violating the three rules will result in the following actions:
o First Offense: Warning
o Second Offence: Held after for a discussion with the teacher
o Third Offence: Removal from class with phone call home
o NOTE: Depending on the severity of the offence, you may skip over
previous steps
• As stated above, this is an academic environment and you are here to
learn. This is your role in the classroom, and you are expected to behave
in an appropriate manner.
• Materials needed daily: reading materials, notebook/ binder, paper,
pencils/ pen.
• Tardies: (1/2 hour tardy = one absence)
• Corridor/Restroom Passes: Corridor and restroom passes will only be
given in case of an emergency. Students may use one of their six
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•

•

bathroom passes issued at the start of the semester and will sign out,
and take the assigned bathroom pass for my room. Students are
expected to use the restroom during lunch and prior to arriving for class.
Students will not be given bathroom passes during lunch time so please
plan accordingly.
Plagiarism Definition and Consequences: Plagiarism is the copying of
any material from another person without giving that person credit for
the material. It is also using the idea of another person without giving
that person credit for the idea. Should any student copy the work of
another student or printed source, the student will receive zero points on
the assignment and a dean’s or counselor’s referral.
Cheating: If a student is caught cheating they will receive a zero on the
assignment or assessment without the opportunity to make it up. If a
student is caught helping another student cheat or is doing the work for
them, they will also receive a zero on their own assignment without the
opportunity to make it up. This is a zero tolerance policy.

• Electronic Devices: Cellphones WILL NOT be allowed in my class due to
the constant distraction that they cause. We may use cellphones on
occasion during a lesson, but this is rare. If you are caught with your
cellphone out I will give you a verbal warning to put it away. If I see your
cellphone a second time I will keep it until the end of class. If you decide
to take it out a third time it will be confiscated and sent to the office for
your guardian to pick up.
• Students who wish to earn extra credit points may surrender their
cel phone at the beginning of class and claim it at the end of class.
NOTE: Confiscated Electronic Devices will be delivered to the Dean’s office. Parents
may retrieve these confiscated items from the Dean’s office between 1:30 and 3:00
p.m. weekdays. Items will not be returned to the students.
Other Pertinent Information:
Assignments: A majority of assignments will not need to be typed. However, a
student may type up their assignments if they wish. Any typed assignments must
follow MLA formatting guidelines given for that assignment (this will be discussed in
class in further detail).
1. All hand written assignments must be:
a. In blue or black ink ONLY. Do not write in Sharpie,
marker, highlighter, or another color.
b. Written on only one side of a sheet of paper (if the
assignment fills up more than one side you need to
use additional sheets of paper).
c. All assignments must be legible.
2. If an assignment does not meet the above requirements the student
will be asked to re-do the assignment.
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3. Students must be prepared to work each day. If students are given
a work day in class, they must have their assignment with them to
work. For example, if they are given a day to work on a paper in class
but have started it at home on their computer, they must print it out
and bring it in order to continue to work on it in class.
4. All rough drafts must be double spaced.
Food/Drinks:
1. There is NO food or gum allowed in the classroom. If students come with food
they will be asked to finish eating it out in the hall or throw it in the trash can.
This keeps bugs from invading our room!
2. Drinks (ie: water) are allowed as long as they are in a closed container. Please
do not bring in milk cartons or soda cans since these cannot be closed and are
liable to spill.
3. Students may not misuse the bathroom pass privilege for the purpose of
obtaining food. Students who do so will have their bathroom pass privileges
suspended in accordance with CCSD and Legacy High School policy.

Legacy High School

Page: 7

Please complete this page, remove from packet and
return to school by ____________________.

Acknowledgement of Course Expectations
English 11
We have read and discussed the course description and expectations.
________________________________
Student’s name [last, first]

________________________________
Student’s Signature

________________________________
Parent Name

________________________________
Parent Signature

________________________________
Home phone

________________________________
Work/Cell phone

Email Address: __________________________________________________________
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