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Western Center Student Could be Sent to Space
A senior at Western Center Academy is making quite
a name for herself in the science world. Last year,
Krystal Horton won a first place special award at the
International Science and Engineering Fair with
another fellow student. This year, her work around
nature reserves has been published and she is one of
25 student ambassadors for the Back to Space mission.
The Back to Space mission is a space module which is
being designed and built to hold eight crew members.
The website states, “Based on the goals of the project,
the crew will consist of multiple Apollo astronauts, the
host of the TV show (Danielle Roosa), and potentially
multiple student STEM competition winners.”

Jacinto College professor to determine how the
presence of humans affects the genome of other living
creatures. The two received permission to set up insect
traps in two locations, one in a heavily populated area
and one in a nature reserve. They found a common
insect in the two traps and were able to study the
genetic differences between the insects found in both
locations.

“No one tells you how hard the process is,” said
Krystal. She described that after submitting it for
peer-review, she has had to submit pages of revisions
based on the feedback she’s received. Although this
process can take years until it is finally complete, the
highlight for her was when a Harvard professor
In addition to the possibility of being sent to space,
reviewed her work and provided her with positive
Krystal and her fellow student ambassadors will help feedback saying that she was going in the right
with the Docu-ality (documentary/reality) TV series. direction, but that she may want to add in more
The series will focus on the original Apollo astronauts, statistics to verify the validity of her findings.
show the selection and training of those going to
space, the production of the space capsule, and
Congratulations Krystal on your accomplishments.
multiple Apollo 50 anniversary events.
We are excited about the possibilities ahead of you
and we know you will represent the Hemet
Krystal also had her work focused on insects found in community well in whichever career field you decide
nature reserves published recently. Since her
to pursue.
sophomore year, she has been working with a Mt. San
th

Space cont.

Krystal Horton in front of
Apollo 7

Krystal Horton with Charlie
Duke, Apollo Astronaut

HUSD Receives Two Models of Excellence
Awards
Hemet Unified School District is making great strides
in providing a learning environment in which all
students can succeed. Recently, the District received
recognition from Riverside County Office of
Education and was awarded two Models of Excellence
for its work in providing a Culture of Continuous
Improvement and Integrated Systems Framework
Development.
At the 16 Annual Riverside County Education
Summit, Hemet Unified staff led two workshops to
describe their progress in Continuous Improvement
and its Integrated Systems Framework. District and
County staff throughout Riverside County were able
to listen to the great things happening within Hemet
Unified and use their findings to implement best
practices within their District.
th

The first workshop, Culture of Continuous Improvement: Implementation of Academic Standards, School
Climate, Student Achievement, and Student
Engagement; was led by Superintendent Christi
Barrett and Assistant Superintendent of Educational
Services Tracy Chambers. The two described the
District’s need to create systems and processes to
refine the work of staff to improve the outcomes for
all students. They went into detail about new systems
which were put in place, such as the District Office
becoming a structure of support for staff instead of the
District Office telling sites how they should run.
Barrett and Chambers also described the work-around
action plans and how data show support staff’s
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decision for implementation and revisions.
Assistant Superintendent of Student Services, Dr.
Karen Valdes and Director of Student Support
Services, Dr. Tracy Piper led the Integrated Systems
Framework workshop. This workshop focused on the
District’s development to weave Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Response to
Intervention, and physical/mental health services, into
a tiered system. This system was designed to enhance
school climate, school-based services, community
collaboration, and meet the needs of all students
academically, behaviorally, and socio-emotionally.
The two described the work-around community
collaboration and its partnerships with various
organizations that can further support the needs of our
students and their families.
Hemet Unified School District will continue to work
on providing an environment in which all students and
staff can succeed. With the continued support of the
community, we know we will reach our goal of
becoming the Premier Choice School District.
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November Students of the Month
On November 16, 2018, students from Hemet Unified
and San Jacinto Unified were recognized as Students
of the Month at an awards breakfast held at the Sizzler
Restaurant in Hemet. Students were selected from
Hemet High School, West Valley High School,
Tahquitz High School, Hamilton High School, Helen
Hunt Jackson College Prep High School, Western
Center Academy, San Jacinto High School, and
Mountain View High School/Mountain Heights
Academy.

Jaqueline Moran was nominated by her teacher,
Juliana Hoy as Helen Hunt Jackson College Prep High
School’s (HHJCPHS) Student of the Month. Hoy
nominated Jacqueline for being a model Independent
Study student. She said Jacqueline is highly motivated
and has been a pleasure to work with. She transferred
to HHJCPHS with a 1.6 GPA and now has a 4.5 GPA.
She plans to attend Mt. San Jacinto College to
complete her general education and then transfer to a
University and become a veterinarian.

Sponsors of the Student of the Month Program
donated backpacks filled with gifts, gift certificates, a
plaque, and much more. The students had an
opportunity to thank their families and teachers who
have supported them and helped them plan their future
life goals.

Matthew Eskin was selected as Western Center
Academy’s Student of the Month by his math teacher
Bryndle Valadez. Matthew began attending Western
Center Academy when he was in sixth grade. Staff
chose to recognize Matthew for the growth he has
made since entering as a sixth grade student. Matthew
has Asperger’s and was uncomfortable speaking to his
Brenden Burns was nominated by Mrs. Foley, his
classmates or to his teachers unless it was one-on-one.
English teacher at Hemet High School, for his ability When he entered high school he pushed past his
to change his trajectory and find direction. Brenden is anxiety to become more social and involved with
currently a football player and maintains a 3.0 GPA.
students on campus. He plans on attending University
Brenden has been pre-accepted into the Navy’s
of California Riverside, California State University,
Engineering program and is excited to pursue this
San Marcos, or University of San Francisco to further
after high school.
his education.
Daniel Hernandez was chosen as West Valley High
Congratulations to the students, teachers, principals,
School’s Student of the Month by his AP History
and family members. It was an inspiring morning
teacher, Kevin Smith. Daniel was unanimously
celebrating these students and their bright futures.
selected by the social science department for his
resilient and empathetic nature. Daniel had dreams of
playing soccer, but after an injury he was forced to
find a new dream. Although his injury changed his
plans, it led him to new career opportunities. He plans
to attend college and become a physical therapist.
Kevin Talla was nominated by his teacher Stacey
Haar as Tahquitz High School’s Student of the Month.
Kevin was nominated for being a hard-worker and
being dedicated to his education. He has taken 11
Advanced Placement classes, a Dual Enrollment
Political Science class, is in the Marching Band, and
multiple clubs. He hopes to attend a University after
high school and major in psychology.
James Leaf was selected by his teacher Mary
Kleinvachter to represent Hamilton High School as
their Student of the Month. James was nominated for
his dedication to his education after not seeing the
value early in his high school career. James said he
didn’t attend school very often, but now comes to
school ready to learn. He plans to move to
Indianapolis to attend a community college and
become an electrician.
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HUSD Students Receive Seal of Multiliteracy
Forty-seven Hemet Unified students from Tahquitz
High School, Hemet High School, and West Valley
High School were recognized by Riverside County
Office of Education (RCOE) for receiving the Seal of
Multiliteracy.

Adriana Ayala
Esdras Cardenas
Nataly Castaneda
Daisy Cruz
Arlene Garcia
Elvira Hernandez
This prestigious award verifies that the student has a
Mario Lemus Morales
high level of proficiency in another language. The Seal Roberto Macias Jr.
will appear on college transcripts informing all of this Diana Mendoza
marketable skill. RCOE’s intent to celebrate this
Yailyph Ortiz Reyes
accomplishment is to encourage the learning of all
Maria Pena
languages, contribute to a better global understanding, Audrey Romero
and emphasize the value of knowing multiple
Beatriz Solano
languages.
West Valley:
Nuvia Alonso Chamu
Students had to submit an intent to apply form,
complete an application and a five-paragraph essay in Ashley Armenta Partida
English, and participate in an on-demand speaking and Nyleah Barreto
Kim Caceres
writing event in English and the target language
(Spanish for Hemet Unified) in order to apply for this Adan Chavez
Susana Cruz
recognition. Students were then selected by a team
Velveth De Leon
from the county office.
Bryant Efren Diaz Herrera
Roberto Gonzalez
Foreign language teachers at Hemet, Tahquitz, and
Wendy Gonzalez
West Valley helped prepare students for the ondemand event and develop their essays. Staff members Erik Gutierrez
Brisa Lastenia Gomez
were thrilled with the number of applicants this year,
Jorge Luis Leon Lorenzo
which is almost double the amount of last year!
Melissa Martinez
Ana Pacheco Penaloza
Congratulations to the forty-seven Tahquitz, Hemet
Lucia Pacheco Penaloza
High, and West Valley students for achieving and
receiving RCOE’s Seal of Multiliteracy, and the staff Yesenia Rodriguez
Julissa Rojas Camargo
members that helped them throughout the process!
universities!
Hemet High:
Maria Arredondo Sanchez
Eduardo Carbajal
Andrea Huerta
Kevin Lopez
Angel Montoya
Audel Origel
Geronimo Pena
Hector Reyes
Gustavo Rodriguez
Erick Torres
Samantha Torres
Cesar Vaca
Luis A. Velasco
DestaNace Walters
Tahquitz:
Lucia Arcineda
Neri Arellano
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West Valley Principal
Shannyn Cahoon is beginning her first year as the
West Valley High School Principal. Her predecessor,
Dr. Janice Jones, was promoted to Director of English
Learners and Categorical Programs.

Cahoon said she will use this first year to learn how
the school operates. She plans on working with staff to
provide a culture that is focused on critical thinking
and a growth-mindset. Cahoon said she has been
impressed with the staff’s student-centered focus and
is excited to provide additional support to ensure they
can reach the common goal of increased student
achievement.

Cahoon came to West Valley after serving in
Temecula Unified and Jurupa Unified. She said she is
thankful to be able to lead West Valley High School
as they work to become an International Baccalaureate
(IB) school. In her previous position, she helped
Congrats and welcome to the team, Principal Cahoon!
support the Advanced Placement (AP) and IB
We look forward to the great things that are sure to
programs and is excited to continue that work to
come from the students of West Valley High School!
support the students at West Valley.
Cahoon said students and staff can expect her to be a
very visible Principal. She enjoys being in classrooms
and working with staff to support the various needs of
students on campus. She said she likes to engage with
students during lunch and dismissal and hear
first-hand of their experience and ways in which staff
can make it better.

Security Corner
During the month of November, Hemet Unified
employees continued completing the online ALICE
active shooter training. We now have 533 employees
who are certified and another 536 employees in
progress. In addition to the online certification
courses, the Security Department conducted face-toface training for the entire SAFE after school program
staff. We are scheduled to conduct an ALICE
instructor course in February and if anyone is
interested should contact their site administrators.
We are in the process of upgrading several of the
LobbyGuard kiosks throughout the District. The new
Defender Models have been installed at Cottonwood
School, Diamond Valley Middle School, Acacia
Middle School, Jacob Wiens Elementary School, West
Valley High School, Hamilton High School, Hemet
High School and Dartmouth Middle School. The
newer kiosks have a much larger screen and are easier
to work with for the public. Kiosks will be replaced as
maintenance and repairs dictate.

Lyle Radford, Security Supervisor, has been working
closely with sites in conducting K-9 narcotic detection
searches. In the past month, the teams have had
multiple finds including Marijuana, prescription pills
and other contraband. Thank you to all the sites and
staff members for accommodating the K-9 searches.
These searches are a deterrent to anyone
contemplating bringing contraband onto campus.
As always, please feel free to reach out to the Security
Department with any questions or concerns you may
have.

Security cameras have continued to be installed at
various sites. All preliminary planning site visits are
completed and there is now a plan for every site
within HUSD to have cameras installed. Once new
installations are complete, existing sites will be
evaluated for replacements and updating camera
technology. Our target remains to have operation
camera systems on all HUSD sites by the summer of
2019.
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Faculty Focus Friday for November
Chief Ed Aguiar was selected as the
Faculty Focus Friday employee for
high schools. Chief Aguiar is the
JROTC instructor at West Valley
High School and was selected because he is a shining example of what
it means to be a Mustang. He is
dedicated beyond measure and his
dedication is evident in the time he
spends with his Cadets and the community. Chief
Aguiar demonstrates an excellent balance of being
able to relate to the students while setting an example
of discipline and leadership. He works hard to reach
all West Valley students and even harder to inspire
those that may not be college bound right out of high
school. Thank you, Chief Aguiar, for being a great
role model for students!

Elva Herrera has been chosen as the
Faculty Focus Friday employee for
middle schools. Elva has been an
instructional aide at Diamond Valley
Middle School for the past eight
years. She makes connections with
students across the campus and
throughout multiple grade levels by
providing academic and emotional support. Elva is a
team player, providing translation services when
needed, assisting with clerical work, and supporting
campus supervision, all with a positive attitude. Her
kindness and willingness to support all stakeholders
has been invaluable to teachers, students, and
administration. We are very thankful to have you on
our team!

Nyesha Williams was selected as the Faculty Focus
Mrs. Kathleen Clark was chosen as the Faculty Focus Friday employee for high schools. Nyesha is the
Friday employee for elementary schools. Mrs. Clark is Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction at
Hemet High School and she is doing an amazing job
a 1st grade teacher at Valle Vista Elementary School
bringing the team together. She is working hard to
and a great addition to the team. She is loved by her
1st grade students and is always ready to go the extra build a Guidance Department that supports the
school’s vision where every student will graduate
mile for everyone! Mrs. Clark provides support for
with the necessary skills and knowledge to attend
teachers and is always meeting students’ needs by
college, a technical/professional program, or other
providing specific interventions. Not a day goes by
where Mrs. Clark doesn't spread her cheer or positive post-secondary training in pursuit of their career of
choice. She is an exceptional dancer and has led our
support for those around her!
Kiki Challenge and Lip Sync Challenge, together
We are lucky to have such a
garnering more than 40,000 views. She has an
positive and supportive team
incredible spirit and extraordinary ability to build
player at Valle
relationships with students! Her mantra is Make
Vista. CHARGE ON, Mrs.
Today Amazing - and she lives by
Clark!
it daily! Thank you, Nyesha, for
your commitment to Bulldog
Kristine Krasovec is the Faculty Focus Friday
Country!
employee for elementary schools. Kristine is a fifth
grade teacher at Harmony Elementary and has taught
for HUSD for the past 31 years. During that time, she
has taught 4th, 5th, and 6th grades. Kristine’s love for Social Studies and Science is evident
as she inspires her students to transfer knowledge learned and to excel in all subject areas.
She is a dedicated, hard-working, selfless teacher who has devoted her life to her
profession. Harmony Elementary is proud to honor Kristine Krasovec as the Faculty Focus
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Faculty Focus Friday cont.
Heather Reynoso was chosen as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for middle schools. Heather serves
as the Dartmouth Middle School ASB Clerk and she
does an amazing job. From organizing the store, to
maintaining records, planning assemblies and
preparing field trips, Heather is on top of it! Students
love her happy demeanor and caring
attitude. She is a HUGE part of the
Dartmouth culture and Dartmouth is
so appreciative of all she does on a
daily basis! Way to go Heather!

Amber Bohac was selected as the Faculty Focus
Friday employee for high schools. Amber is the
BARR Coordinator at West Valley High School. Her
position requires that she wear many hats; however,
she goes above and beyond that expectation. In
addition to serving West Valley High School, Amber
shares her talents as a BARR Trainer at many other
schools allowing her to have a positive impact on
students beyond West Valley. What amazes everyone
as they look at the long list of bullet
items is that day-in and day-out,
Amber goes about her business
making a difference in so many
people's lives and does so with a
smile and compassion. Although
Amber is the type of person who
would never look for recognition for
a job well done, she deserves to
recognized.

Social Media (click on picture to access)
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Superintendent’s Message

Click on the video for a Measure X Update

Upcoming Calendar of events
(click on calendar)

Follow HUSD
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