Editor’s Note
Fellow Olympian staff and students,
On behalf of MCA Productions, I’d like to welcome you to our
newest edition of The Torch. Our seniors have worked incredibly hard to
bring you our 2019 Winter edition. Our senior photographers and writers
continue to amaze me. They are incredibly talented, and I believe it truly
shows through each editorial. Special thanks to Haeli Ross, our co-page
designer, Yadira Vazquez, our assistant copy editor, and Giselle Hulse, our
cover designer. Thank you for helping us make this possible. In our last
edition, we announced that we were taking the Torch digital. Our website
is no longer under construction and we finally have our digital platform,
www.mcaproductions.org. Thank you for being apart of this journey with
us. We sincerely hope you enjoy.
Sincerely,
Dahlia Sloan
2018-2019 CEO of MCA Productions
Editor of the Leuzinger Torch

Photo by Anthony Bibian
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Leuzinger Artists

lthough art on campus does not get all the recognition it deserves, our
school is made up of a diverse range of artists. We have sketch artists like
Tiahna Barmore and singers like Berenice Ruiz. They may all be different
forms of artists but are connected by an overarching outlet of self expression.
Each artist finds their own voice through their work and their journeys.
Inspiration plays a huge role in
what sparks these artists’ interest
and ambitions. Tiahna explains that
her inspiration to draw stemmed
from her hands. Tiahna is missing a
ligament in both hands. She
recounts that her “disfigured
hands” led to exclusion from her
peers and art was there for her. “...I
used drawing as a form of therapy.”
Tiahna took a rough patch and
turned it to her glory. Tiahna
explains, “I really love when
people come up to me and when
I'm finally finished they give me
the most shocked face ever.” She
hopes that she can further her
passion in character drawing.
Tiahna Barmore with a piece of her art

Bernice Ruiz with her ukulele

Singer/songwriter Berenice explains her
inspiration started with another artist,
Lewis Watson. “Listening to his music
makes me feel like Iʼm going through
whatever he is singing about,...his stories
have inspired me to write my own.”
Artists’ reasons for continuing this
passion all vary. Berenice explains how
music has been her therapeutic outlet, “Iʼll
write a song to make myself feel better...I
know I can turn to songwriting to remind
me of who I am and what I love to do.”
Although uncertain, Berenice knows she’d
never want to do anything other than
music.
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Written and photographed by Noelia Covarrubias &
Julianna Pelayo

We Are Here For You

You don’t need labels if you’re

“

not comfortable with them.”
Labels do not define who you are,
only you and your character
define you. There is a big group of
Leuzinger students in school that
are part of the LGBTQ+ community who are proud to be themselves, regardless of what the
world may think. They’re strong
independent leaders to the younger generation that struggle to come
out to their friends and family.
One teacher in particular shows
support for her students regardless of
their identity. Ms. Rapp is a full
supporter of the LGBTQ+ community and has family members that are
apart of the community who are open
about their sexuality. “My brother
and sister are both queer, my brother
is gay, and my sister is gender
non-conforming, and I have a lot of
queer friends.” Being a supporter of
the LGBTQ+, she gives advice to
students who have trouble coming
out. “They should only come out if
you feel safe and supported...don’t
do it because other people are

telling you to do it...only do it if
you feel if you need to do it.”
Students at Leuzinger that are
part of the community have more
than just grades to worry about,
they have to worry about how
people view them and some have
to deal with the stress of not being
able to come out to their parents
and friends. A pansexual (pansexual means to have a sexual/romantic
attraction to someone regardless of
gender) student explained their
experience of coming out to his
parents, “At first my mom wasn’t
that accepting...
She thought it was a phase but
then after the years passed, she
was like, “Oh it’s not a phase.” He
further explained about coming out
to his dad, “When I finally came
out to my dad, he was way more
accepting than my mom, which is
ironic.’’ There are students who are
struggling every moment to be
themselves in a society that
doesn’t accept them. It brightens
up their day to hear that there are
students who feel the same way as
them. You’re never alone.

American and Pride Flag
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Leuzinger in the 2028 Olympics
With Los Angeles set to be the location for the 2028 Olympics, students at

Leuzinger High School will be the proudest they’ve ever been to call themselves
Olympians. In 2028, Leuzinger has invited the Olympic Torch Relay to begin at
Leuzinger High School. It’s Olympians hosting Olympians! We are the only
school in the United States that is given legal authority to call themselves “The
Olympians” and the only school
allowed to use the trademarked
Olympic rings.
Many parts of our school represent our history as part of the 1932
Olympics. Many schools have their
own traditions; we follow ours by
lighting our torch during each
Olympic Committee with Leuzinger staff
football game. We’re allowed the
Mr.
Arambula, a Spanish teacher in
Olympic name and rings because
room G-201, began getting our school
years ago, Olympic athletes were
involved in this whole process. “We started
invited to use the campus and our
then facilities such as the pool and in the beginning of the year, as soon as I
heard that our mayor in Los Angeles
shooting range to train for the
announced that the Olympics are gonna be
games.
back in 2028,” Arambula informed. The
Whether it’s by lending our
reason he has decided to take this chance
campus for the 1932 Games or
was of our school’s legacy. He stated that
having students create flyers and
“We need to keep promoting this legacy of
logos, Leuzinger High School is
the first Olympic games that happened
one step ahead in being a part of
here in Los Angeles.”
this future historic event.
Currently, his team of students is
working on creating logos for each event.
“Some of my students from last year…
they were drawing the image of the 2028
Olympic games, which is an angel.” The
Olympic mascot is an angel competing in
various events to represent Los Angeles,
the City of Angels. “The idea is to create a
movie based on those drawings,” Arambula commented. If things go as planned, the
opening torch relay will begin at Leuzinger
High School. So take part in our legacy
and help us make our Olympian name true
to its nature.
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Drivers Licenses

There are milestones that everyone shares. There are first
birthdays, first day of school, voting at 18, and at 21 we can
legally drink. Of the many milestones we hit, 16 is the one
closest to high school students, but it seems as though not as
many of them are getting their licenses as expected. In previous
years, there seemed to be a lot more students who would show
up to school in their cars.
In our journey to interview students as to why they don’t have
their licences, many of their responses revolved around time
and procrastination. Angela Sanchez says, “... Driving wasn’t
really my focus, I had other responsibilities… no one wanted to
teach me.” Sara Echeverria affirmed, “... The reason I don’t
have my license is because I don’t have time…” If high schools
still offered Drivers Ed as a free course, there would be a better
chance that students would be willing to take the class since it
would be a part of their schedules and require less personal
time.
Other students that were interviewed mentioned how their
reason was money issues. Jayden Ware said, “... I can’t afford it
at the moment…” Haeli Ross stated, “ I’d rather wait until I’m
18, especially since the classes are expensive.” Before when
Drivers Ed classes were offered, the classes were paid by the
state of California. Now that it’s not offered, you have to pay to
take the classes. What happened to them? Liability, funds, and
college are all possibilities. Driving is a right of passage and
students will hit the road at their own pace.

Leu’s drivers license

Liam Cochran with his car
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Nostalgic Things From Our Childhood
Childhood memories leave a lasting

impression on us as we grow older. These
memories are very powerful and they evoke
emotions that we thought we would never
feel again. As we grow, things change and
we change with them, but we should never
forget the things that we once used to enjoy
as children. Songs, smells, and activities
take us back to those good memories as we
continue to live our lives.
We all have things that we miss from our
childhood that we could never go back to,
like waking up in the morning as a child to
Saturday morning shows with your siblings
such as Arthur, Cyberchase, Wizards of
Waverly Place, Hannah Montana, Ben 10,
and Tom and Jerry.
Some of our Leuzinger Olympians have
shared their most memorable childhood
moments that they miss. Freshman Amayah
Morrell said, “Something I really miss from
my childhood are all the old shows. You
know now shows are getting out of control
and are inappropriate.” Katherine Martinez,
a junior, said, “The thing that I miss are the
different types of consoles.” There have
been multiple changes in video games since
we were children, but we all enjoy the new
and embrace the old as well. In addition,
Jose Medina, agreed by saying, “I miss the

Classic Game Cube remote

Classic childhood cartoons

video games like Mario Kart on DC
and the little Gamecube, I miss that.”
We all share these feelings of
nostalgia. We can also relate to our
teachers and their lives as children,
except for the fact that technology
wasn't that much of a distraction back
then. As MCA students know, we have
so much technology that makes editing
our work a lot more efficient, but Mr.
Jennings used to do it the old-fashion
way, “...Waking up early before it got
too hot, me and the crew hitting up
every skate spot...editing our footage
using two VCR's.” The older generation lived in a world where technology
wasn't a barrier of social interaction,
unlike our world today where technology is our reality.
As young adults born in the same
decade, we all experience a sense of
nostalgia about how our life was
before. We all miss being young and
careless. We're still kids at heart and
we need to live in the moment so we
can actually enjoy our lives and live it
to the fullest.
Written by Marisol Cossio and Daniela Esparza
Photographed by Daniela Esparza and Vanessa Estrada

5

A

Campus Besties

best friend is someone you tell all your secrets to, someone who
makes you laugh, cry, and who you can trust over all. Some besties have
known each other since middle school, some as far as elementary, but
some find their best friend in high school.
We asked a couple Olympian besties some questions about their friendship. Gabriela Ortega and Zandalee Palacios have been friends since
kindergarten but best friends for 3 years. We asked them what made them
consider each other as best friends and they responded with, “What made
us consider each other as best friends was because we realized how goofy
we were together and that we have a lot in common.” These friendships
usually last because you feel comfortable with them and know each other
well.
Laura Mejia and Monica Goncalves been friends for 12 years and met in
elementary school. When Monica arrived to the school, she didn't know
how to speak English, so Laura decided to make friends with her because
she seemed shy. That's how their friendship started. We asked these senior
besties what is a good quality about their best friend. Monica expressed,
“How optimistic she is. There's never a day where I feel sad because she
won’t let me.” Laura responded with, “How strong she is, but at the same
time so kind. She doesn't know how strong she is, like obstacles come her
way and she just passes them like nothing.”
In some cases people
do not start off as best
friends, some of them
even start off by hating
each other. Regina
Campos and Derrick
Hawthorne stated that
they did not like each
other at first and that can
change in a day they tell
us. Meeting in just one
class in one year can
really just determine it. It
can be as simple as,
“Regina, I’m your best
Best Friends Gabriela Ortega and Zandalee Palacios
friend,” says Derrick.
All best friend relationships are different, they all have a very unique
way of bonding, how they met, and how they act towards each other.
Everyone deserves a best friend.
Written and photographed by Vanessa Estrada and Josue Contreas
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Community College

he traditional college story is pretty well known to people. We are told that
in order for us to be successful in life, to have the career we want, and to make a
living, we must attend and graduate from a four-year university. Why aren’t
community colleges held in the same respect as four-year institutions? We are
brought up to think a certain way about higher education, that attending four-year
universities is the straight path to success. In reality, starting at a community
college can offer the same level of education and classes as a four-year university. In some instances, a certification from a community college is all you need to
start on your career path.
I feel lucky that I go to a school where staff encourage students to enroll in
community college if they wish and don't look down on that decision. A benefit
of attending community college is that you have a second chance to redeem
yourself if you didn’t do well in high school. People shouldn’t have to feel
embarrassed or ashamed for wanting to go there. They should feel proud for
making the decision to continue their education.
Community colleges offer different types of certificates. These certificates
allow you to to quickly study for a specific subject or career. More common
certificates include cosmetology, office managment, and construction trades.
Also, if you don’t plan on transferring you can get an associates degree. There
are high paying jobs and careers out there that don't require a bachelor's degree in
order for you to be successful. Some options include dental hygienist, veterinary
technicians, and paralegals. Some of these careers can make up to $70,000 a year.
Mr. Smith is a teacher who openly supports the decision to attend community
college. He said, “I think that there are alot of community colleges out there
with good reputations and I think that they are a totally valuable option for
somebody who wants to get a college degree but who doesn't have a 100 grand to
spend.” Whether it’s at a four-year university or a community college, why does
it matter where you get your education or degree? Whether you jump straight to a
four-year or choose a two-year, at the end of the day it’s your life. You define your
own success.

El Camino College Banner

Mr. Perez helps students in the Career Center
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Part-time Job Benefit Students
Many high school students wonder whether they should get a part-time job. There
are both advantages and disadvantages to taking on this responsibility. Many claim that
the main task of high school is studying hard and focusing solely on schoolwork.
Once students start earning their own paychecks, they will realize how hard it is to
earn money. Students will start appreciating the things their parents do for them and
teaches the value of money and time. When students earn money, they will start
cherishing it for that same reason. Mauricio Neyra, a part time student worker said, “I
feel more mature because I know the value of a dollar more than any other high school
student.”
Having a part-time job myself, an argument I hear often is students won’t have
enough time to finish all their homework assignments. The outcome truly depends on
the student. Mr. Perez, our college and career counselor, affirmed this, “It depends and
I’ll tell you why… If students are doing well in school, there is a good chance they’ll
do well at work. There’s also a margin of error because a lot of students do well in
school, but once they get a job things go bad… It all depends.” Stephanie Bautista, a
student part-time worker said, “Now I know how to manage my things, my day, work
and school.”

Stephanie rings up a customer at Northgate Market

A student’s success in a part-time job really depends on their own work ethic. There
are also restrictions on who can have a part-time job. According to Mr. Perez, to obtain a
work permit you must have a 2.3 GPA or above and a signature from parents, the
employer, and Mr. Perez. These limitations give students an increased chance of success
in both school and work.
Having a part-time job is beneficial for a high school student in various aspects.
Instead of people worrying about the student’s grades dropping due to having a job, they
should look at it as a challenge for students who will face bigger obstacles. Having a
part-time job teaches high school students sharp skills which they will need all throughout the rest of their lives.
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Latino Culture at Leuzinger

Diversity. Students come from many different cultures and backgrounds.

Regardless of your culture, Olympians experience a melting pot of cultures
through events, food, and dance. In this respect, Latino culture is one of the most
visible on campus.
Latin culture is publicly celebrated by events such as Latin Fest, Dia
De Los Muertos, and Noche Latina.
Clubs like MECHA, Folklorico
club, Latino Association, and the
Bella club represent this culture by
sharing traditional food, dances,
and games.
Not only do these events create
Folklorico after a performace
awareness for our traditions, they
make students of the Latino background proud of their roots. Jayden
Ware, a non-Latino student says,
“When I go to my school’s Latin
Fest, I am flooded with amusement
and excitement as I am learning
different perspectives of a culture
that I never knew held so much
OMO club serving tamales
pride and love. It really shows how
hard and dedicated the Hispanic
The breathtaking dances that students
community at our school is to
perform are carefully choreographed to
showcase the culture they are proud leave the audience mesmerized. It takes
of.”
great effort from students who spend
hours after school practicing these
dances, yet they do it out of the passion
and love of their culture. “I learned to
appreciate my culture and I am glad I
was exposed to Folklorico because I can
not see my life without it,” says Justin
Torres who is an active member of FolkSugar Skull Painting on Dia De Los Muertos
Events require weeks (sometimes lorico club. “Latin to me is a reason I wake
even months) of preparation in order up in the morning, a reason to live my life
the way I want, and become proud of what
to perfect authentic food, fun and
my culture has done for me.”
well thought out activities and
perhaps most striking of all, beautiWritten and photographed by Isabel Ramirez
fully performed traditional dances.
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Our Month

hen you think Black History month, you think Martin Luther King JR,
Rosa Parks, Malcolm X and Frederick Douglass. All incredibly influential, but
there are others that have shaped Black History and deserve to be celebrated for
their contributions to American media, music, and television.
BET (Black Entertainment Television) would not be imaginable without many
African-Americans that have made history. From Ethel Waters being the first
African-American to star in her own television show back in 1939 to icons like
Hattie McDaniel, who is the first African-American to win an academy award for
her performance in “Gone With The Wind.” After “Roots” in 1977 was an 8 part
mini-series that showcased the truth for the first time of slavery, the black middle
class and political influence began to grow and helped push people to fight for
their lives in the Civil Rights Movement.
Diana Ross and Michael Jackson
impacted musicals and the acting standard
for their performances in “The Wiz” in
1979. When “The Proud Family”and
“That’s So Raven” were debuted and
centered around an all black family it
quickly became a success and brought
smiles to many black children who finally
got to see themselves on screen. Apart
from media icons,Vanessa Williams in
1983 became the first Miss Black
America. The color and life that
African-Americans bring to the screen are Diana Ross’ contributions transcend all generations.
breathtaking and full of pride.
Musical geniuses like TLC, New Edition, and even N.W.A left a mark on R&B
and Hip Hop culture that can be seen in many different genres of music and
impacted fashion. From hoop earrings, hammer pants, and even the way we wear
our hair today. Literature has become even more beautiful because of authors like
Toni Morrison for writing “The Bluest Eye” and Maya Angelou for “I Know Why
the Caged Bird Sings”. These pieces of work are even taught in college and are a
part of some English high school curriculums.
Our history isn’t just racism and the marches we have had just to prove that we
are human. It’s remarkable and impeccable how much African-American culture is
in almost everything and is a part of not only African-American lives but America
itself. Black History Month should be about our history and our future because
just like our smiles, the art we create, and the love we show towards others, it’s
bright. So cheers to this being our month.
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Safety Net

On campus, the safety officers are a vital part to our students’ lives.

They keep everyone safe and make sure everything is running smoothly
and secure. Beyond the badge, they provide a safety net to many students.
For some, they are a friendly smile offering a daily greeting at the gate.
For others, they are mentors or seen as family-like figures.
Officers Ms.Choice, Wilson, and Jay are among the most mentioned by
students. Each of them have their own personal impact on students here at
Leuzinger. Many students look up to them as parent figures and someone
they can truly trust and vent to. Ms. Choice says “ I realize that and I take
some pride in it and I’m very glad to be part of the staff here at Leuzinger
High School and able to help these students that are in need.” Mason
Davis, a senior on campus said, “Ms Choice, I’ve known her since I was
actually really little… Now that I see her and I’m actually in school, it’s
kind of fun being around her and talking to her… She reminds me of a
grandmother type figure.”
There are advantages to being considered a “cool” safety officer. Jay
said, “honestly I think people gravitate more towards me because they say
I’m cool, but I just try to keep cool, I don’t try to come here and be
anybody’s enemy and make sure everybody’s good.” Odera Onuh, another
senior Leuzinger student said, “he was always very welcoming and cool. I
didn’t really know him at first but he has a very special bond with every
student.”
Being a consistent and constant part of daily campus life, students trust
and confide in these officers. “I just try to give the kids the real advice on
how life is going to be and what to expect and that you only got one life to
live and you need to make the best of your high school years,” Wilson
said. Mason went on to say, “I don’t have anymore uncles, Wilson is like
my uncle.” Having the trust and ear of so many students on campus is a
responsibility these officers don’t take lightly. They wear it as a badge of
honor as they serve with spirit, pride, integrity, respect, inspiration, and
trust.

Ms. Choice sharing a moment with a student

Jay patrolling in his cart
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Goodbye Mr. Carver
A

s I returned from winter
break, unlocked the door, and
clicked on the lights, there was a
sense of emptiness in the LTV
Studio. The realization that Mr.
Carver was gone left me
wondering what it’ll be like
without him. After 30 years,
Carver retired in December,
forever leaving his mark on me
and the MCA.
Flashback five years when I
first walked into the studio,
Rock and Roll blaring, stage
lights glowing, there was a man
with flowing white hair and a
matching beard working
meticulously on the studio. I
introduced myself and shook his
hand. Uncertain of my presence,
I noticed he was wearing a patch
on his work shirt, that read
Leuzinger Television, ironed on
near his heart.
For everything I knew about
photography, I knew I didn’t
measure up to his experience
and mastery of television, audio
and video. My professional
credentials as a photojournalist
were just enough to help me
pretend I knew everything he
was talking about. My teaching
position was sort of a revolving
door, so his uncertainty and
reservations about me were
warranted. But I was determined
to prove myself. To learn
everything I could from him.

To include him every step of the way to build LTV to
what it is today.
As the years passed, we became friends. He helped
me out so many times. He’d set up LTV. I would walk
in and the set was built, the mics were hot, and all the
cameras were ready to roll.
He would work directly with the student crew to
teach them teleprompter and broadcasting tips. He’d
manage my crew at night performances in the theater,
allowing me to go home. He expected us to wrap
sound cables correctly, to tame them like wild snakes.
He showed us the in and outs of the theater. He set the
bar high. And most of all, he taught us to be
professionals. We will miss you Mr. Carver.
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