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DUE: September 6, 2019

Ninth Grade Summer Reading

Optional for extra credit
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THE DATE
All book talks are due NO LATER
than September 6, 2019
regardless of when you are
scheduled to take Ninth Grade
Lit/Comp. TURN IN TO YOUR
ELA TEACHER LISTED ON YOUR
SCHEDULE.
THE METHOD
You may turn in your assignment in
two different ways:

1.

Join our Schoology group
ASAP using this code:
SPP7X-XFKQ8

2.

Record yourself doing the
book talk with novel and
visual aid and submit it
electronically, via Schoology.

3.

Do the book talk in person for
your ninth grade English
class.

Summer reading is a way
for students to prepare
for the next academic
year.
Studies show that
students lose information
they have learned the
previous school year if
they don’t keep their
minds engaged. This
assignment is a quick
and easy way to keep
your mind in good,
working order. By
participating in the
summer reading
program, you will not only
keep your mind sharp,
but you also will be more
prepared when you come
back in the fall.
The summer reading
assignment is simple.
Just read a book and tell
us about it. There are a
few minor details to work
through, but nothing you
can’t handle. Read on to
find out more.

What’s a Book Talk?
The summer reading
assignment has two main
parts. The first part is
reading a young adult
novel that you find
interesting. The second
part of the assignment is
a Book Talk.

A Book Talk is just what
it sounds like. It is an
upbeat endorsement of
the book you have read.
You are essentially
advertising your book to
the teacher. This means
you should only do a

book talk that you would
recommend to others.
In this packet, you will
find all the information
you will need to do the
perfect book talk.
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What to Read

Reading furnishes the
mind only with
materials of knowledge;
it is thinking that
makes what we read
ours.

There are several
contemporary young adult
novels you can choose.
Many of these can be
found at the Cass High
School or Cartersville
library. We also have
various online resources
that offer free e-books.

The following are some of
the genres you may
choose from:

You are free to choose
from any genre, but the
book must be of novellength and be considered
a young adult or adult
novel.

•

Science Fiction

•

Fantasty

•

Realistic

•

Historical Fiction

•

Dystopian Fiction

•

Novels-in-Verse

•

Fiction

•

Non-Fiction

Whatever book you
choose, before getting
too far into it, make a
decision on whether
or not you are going
to like it enough to
recommend to others.
If you think you aren’t,
you may want to
choose another novel.
If you like it, your book
talk will be more
entertaining and
convincing for your
audience.

- John Locke

Suggested Novel and Authors
Young Adult Authors

Young Adult Novels

•

Laurie Halse Anderson

•

Brown Girl Dreaming

•

Ann Brashares

•

Maus

•

James Dashner

•

Divergent

•

John Green

•

Little Women

•

JK Rowling

•

The Book Thief

•

Rick Riordan

•

Twisted

•

Cassandra Claire

•

Thirteen Reasons Why

•

Neil Gaiman

•

The Graveyard Book

•

Anthony Horowitz

•

The House on Mango Street

I’ve got my novel… now what?
As you read your novel,
you will need to make
sure you are gathering all
the important information.
Who are the main
characters? Where are
they? What happened?
These are some of the
questions you must ask

yourself before composing
your book talk.
You will also need to
make note of passages in
the story that have a great
impact on you as the
reader.
You will be adressing all
of this information in your

book talk.
Other questions you may
want to ask yourself while
reading are:
What is the main conflict?
What is the main theme?
What is the author’s
purpose?
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Let’s Talk About It
A Book Talk is very similar to a trailer
for a film, which shows you just enough
information to convince you that you
should watch the movie. The book talk
will cover some of the elements of the
novel, but you should focus much of
your time on plot, themes, and conflicts
in the novel.

•

Tell about the setting and time
period.

•

Introduce the main characters
and tell what kind of people
they are.

•

Give a brief overview of the
book.

NO SPOILERS!!! (Don’t give away
anything juicy.)

•

Read an excerpt from the book
(a paragraph or two) and
explain why this passage is
important to the story.

Your Book Talk must include the
following:
1. A three-minute speech
convincing the audience to read
your book.
2. A visual aid, such as an
illustration of the book, an original
cover, poster, or a power
point/prezi.
3. An index card with information
about the book.

Visual Aid
•

Must represent the novel as a
whole. Think about a book
cover or a movie poster.

•

Cover information listed above
for your speeach.

Index Card
•

In your speech, you will need to do the
following:
•

Start with an effective hook.
Catch the readers attention
(maybe with a quote from the
book).

•

State who the author is, the
genre, and show the book.

•

Explain why you chose the
book.

Jot it Down
Here is an example of
what your index card
should look like.

•

Top (one item per line)
o

Title

o

Author’s Name

o

City of Publication

o

ISBN Number

o

Total number of pages

Bottom
o

5-6 sentence summary

Reading is an act of
civilization; it's one of
the greatest acts of
civilization because it
takes the free raw
material of the mind and
builds castles of
possibilities.
- Ben Okri
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Get the Grade
Criteria

Excellent

Above Average

Average

Below Average

(20-16)

(15-11)

(10-7)

(6-0)

Introduction

Exceptionally creative
beginning with an excellent
quote.

Creative beginning with a
good quote.

Not a very creative or
interesting beginning
with a quote.

Not a very good
beginning with no quote.

Content

Covers story in depth with
details and examples;
subject knowledge is
excellent.

Includes essential
knowledge about the
topic. Subject knowledge
is good.

Includes essential
information; focus may
be unclear.

Content is minimal; focus
is unclear.

Originality

Product shows a large
amount or original thought
and critical thinking.

Product shows some
original thought and
critical thinking.

Uses other people’s
ideas (giving credit), but
there is little original
thought or critical
thinking.

Uses other people’s
ideas but does not give
them credit. Lacks
originality.

Presentation
Skills

Very enthusiastic; voice is
clear, words are
pronounced correctly and
tempo is good; maintains
eye contact.

Somewhat enthusiastic;
voice is mostly clear and
audible and tempo is
good; maintains eye
contact.

Shows average
enthusiasm; voice is
sometimes hard to
understand or hear; little
eye contact.

Not enthusiastic at all;
spoken word is too soft,
mumble, speaking too
fast or slow; no eye
contact.

Visual Aid

Visual aid is well done,
colorful, and very helpful to
the presentation.

Visual aid is colorful, and
helpful to the
presentation.

Visual aid is complete
and is somewhat helpful
to the presentation.

Visual aid is not done or
very poorly done with no
connection to the
presentation.

A Little Help
The Cass High Media Center
has subscriptions to eBooks
for student use. Visit them on
the school’s website under the
Media Center tab. Once you
are on the media center page,
click on READ TAB. From here
you can access books online
for free. Email Ms. Herring at
michelle.herring@bartow.k12.g
a.us for usernames and
passwords.

You may also call the CHS
media center to check on the
availablity of books and
suggestions. As stated before,
the media cernter has many
novels from which you can
choose. The school phone
number is 770-606-5845.
There are many other web
resources you may use to find
free titles. Just remember to

make sure the novel(s) you choose
fit the criteria.
Please email any questions and
completed projects (if recorded) to
ashley.hogsed@bartow.k12.ga.us,
derek.rader@bartow.k12.ga.us, or
kayla.white@bartow.k12.ga.us.
Amanda Ward-Wilbon,
ELA Department Chairamanda.wilbon@bartow.k12.ga.us

