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The excitement was running high in Mrs. Eliaser's physics
classes this week as the ﬁ eenth annual bridge building
compe on kicked oﬀ! Thirteen teams of juniors and seniors
vied for mechanical eﬃciency (load supported per mass of the
bridge) and this year's new category, cost eﬃciency, as studied
by the Engineering Physics sec on. Budding engineers William
Perelman and Bea Treister swapped their intricate strozzapre
design for a stabler, more streamlined model of plain beams.
Ellior Horowitz and Romi Moller's compact li le double-

Wednesday, September 20
No School - Erev Yom Tov

intersec on Warren truss supported almost 40 mes its own
weight, while Brian Silverstein's Warren truss with ver cals
checked in at 31, and class champion Eden Kahn's sturdy
model supported 44 mes its own weight.

Thursday, September 21
No School - Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 22
No School - Rosh Hashanah

Quick Links
RZJHS.org
Calendars
Lunch Menu
Canvas
Give Now

Save The Date
September 17-19
Junior Class Trip (New York)
September 20-22
No School - Rosh Hashanah
September 29
No School - Erev Yom Kippur
October 4
1:15 Dismissal

The cost eﬃciency layer challenged students to get more bang
for their buck. Most cost-eﬀec ve model was designed by
Claire Weingarten and Daphne Budin, who supported a
whopping 5.46 kilograms for every dollar they spent on
supplies. And the engineering physics students swept the
school championships, with Taylor Fingerhut and Maya
Lifchitz's bridge suppor ng a full 57 mes its own weight, with
Lucy Braverman and Joey Zilber's spaghe -and-tape
masterpiece in a ﬁne second place with a respectable eﬃciency
of 47. Stop by the bridge museum in Room 314 to view this
year's twelve incredible models!

2018 Musical Announced!

October 5-6
No School - Sukkot
October 11
PSAT
1:15 Dismissal
October 12-13
No School - Shemini Atzeret

College Visits

And now, the moment you've all been wai ng for... this

Rochelle Zell is pleased to
welcome admission
representa ves from over
forty colleges and Israel
programs this autumn!

year's spring musical is going to be... Pippin! This
surreal Broadway classic breaks the fourth wall as a
play within a play unfolds. The rock ballads follow a
Leading Player in a theater troupe's quest to enact the
adventures of Charlemagne's son while highligh ng the
uncertain es of life and the human rela onships
among the cast. Stay tuned for audi on dates!

VIEW FULL SCHEDULE >>

Freshman Shabbaton

"Sha-Sha-Shabbat Shalom! Sha-Sha-Shabbat Shalom!"
Following beau ful Shabbat singing, freshmen and seniors broke into a raucous jumping fes vity,
passing wishes of Shabbat Shalom across the room. The spirit on Friday night echoed the overall
tone of the weekend, one of joy, celebra on of our school community, and yiddishkeit. Twentytwo seniors joined the freshmen, helping them to get to know each other and the seniors
themselves. The seniors remember fondly their own freshman Shabbaton and wanted to pay the
experience forward to this group. Thank you to the seniors who helped to foster our school
community and to our fantas c faculty, Mr. Jacobs, Rabbi Silver, Mr. Burda, Mr. Binyamin Cohen,
Mr. Ma Cohen, Mrs. Dauber, Cantor Szenes-Strauss, and Mrs. Steinberg.

September 11

Rochelle Zell Remembers
Morning services were conducted in a hush and the mood was somber as Rochelle Zell gathered
to remember the events of 9/11. Our own Rabbi Allan Kensky stood up to tell the story of that
fateful morning--his own view from the upper west side where JTS tried to study Torah as the
news trickled in, of the moun ng horror of a catastrophe too great to be borne, students and
rabbis sca ering to ﬁnd their families in the citywide panic, loved ones holding loved ones and
complete strangers opening their homes to oﬀer comfort and shelter to their frightened and
grieving fellow ci zens. From the heart of a community in ﬂames, Rabbi Kensky maintains, the

story of that clear September morning, like the book of Eichah, is more than a tale of human
suﬀering, but of the resilience of our people to rise above their a ackers and endure. It is a story
not only of those who perished and those who survived, but of the ability of a people to come
together in the face of suﬀering, seeking and ﬁnding meaning to ensure their story con nues.

Special Guest Darshan
Mazal tov to junior Meira Groth and her en re family on the birth and naming of new baby Jeﬀrey
Groth, the newest member of the family! The li lest member of our community made a special
appearance in teﬁllah this morning as part of his eldest sister's teﬁllah kavannah of the meaning
of covenant and community in the Jewish faith.

Lishma 5777-5778
Faculty Torah Study Program

Dr. Rebecca Schorsch, chair of the Lishma program, writes "Throughout the Jewish holidays we will
have sessions focusing on themes of the holy days of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot.
During the year we will be broadening the focus and having sessions taught by members of the
faculty inspired by Parker Palmer's idea of schools as communi es of truth, where teachers and
staﬀ bring “iden ty and integrity” to the sacred work of educa on. We will learn from one another
what mo vates and inspires our work and who we are in our RZ sacred educa onal endeavor."

Teachers kicked of their study program yesterday with a
session taught by Rabbi Judy Greenberg, Adam in the
Rabbinic Imagina on: A Model For Our Own Renewal at
Rosh Hashanah.
Rabbi Greenberg used midrashim that imagine the ﬁrst
person ever created discovering the world in which he lives
to explore how we can see the world anew. Adam is
terriﬁed as the sun goes down the ﬁrst evening he is alive. But he rejoices at dawn, as he discovers
that the world renews itself. He believes that he is des ned to be on God's bad side forever un l
his son Cain, as the midrash imagines, tells Adam that by confessing his inadequacies and
repen ng, he (Cain) had his sentence mi gated. In what ways has the world become "old" to us?
What wonders and possibili es are we unable to see? How can the ﬁrst human being help us
begin the new year with fresh eyes?

This Week in Sports
Soccer, Cross Country, and Tennis

The boys varsity soccer team played four games this week, most notably against Roycemore on
Thursday with a 9-0 win! The team played great possession and had lots of shots. Goals were
scored by Sammy Korol (2), Noah Brody (2), Isaac Levitan (2), Eli Ecanow, David Levin, and Niv
Ostroﬀ (1). The team earned its ﬁrst clean sheet of the season--where a team doesn’t allow the
opposing team to score! Great job to goalkeepers Niv Ostroﬀ and Ari Rosen. Catch the Tigers in
their next game on Monday against Walther Chris an at 4:45 p.m. on the L & L Goodman ﬁeld!
The JV soccer team went up against an outstanding St. Viator team this week. "We learned that
we have a lot of work to do!" Coach Shannon summarizes with a smile! The one bright spot was
Jonah Hammel's performance in goal, only giving up a single goal in the second half. The later
match on Wednesday a ernoon versus Niles North came with be er news and a 1-1 e. "With
Jonah Hammel in goal," Coach Shannon con nues, "Evan Dayan was amazing--he seemed to be
everywhere we needed him, all at the same me! Two other players that really stood out were
Daniel Taitz and Gabe Gruenberg, who were a huge part of our success in this match! Our one
goal, a sweet PK, this week was scored by Jonah Hammel, who was playing goal, at the me! A
perfect shot! Thanks for a great eﬀort this week. We have come a long way, guys!"
Tuesday, the RZJHS Cross Country team par cipated in the Mather Invita onal. The team ran well,
with the girls ﬁnishing third in a seven-team ﬁeld. The girls came home with a trove of medals,
awarded to the top 10 ﬁnishers in each grade. Rachel Cope, Talia Brody, Lila Steinbach, Elitsa
Sklar, Romi Molller, Ann Kushnir, Gaby Ecanow, and Lucy Braverman. The boys team ran a great
race also, ﬁnishing fourth in a 12-team ﬁeld. Medal winners were Sean Dreifuss, Ma Weiss, Liam
Lynch, and Sol Treister. Go team!

Girls tennis is on a roll! Our tennis team won on every court this week at Elgin Academy. Coach
Finfer proudly reports from the sunset post, "They were a very good team-- we were just be er!
Carly Winick and Bella LaVarre came up big against two solid net players. Carly was ﬁerce at the
net, while Bella was ﬁring those le y shots from the baseline. Emma Ma and Cydney Jasenof lost
the ﬁrst set, but came up ﬁring in the second, and fought hard to win a third set e-breaker, 10-8.
A long trip, but we couldn't ask for a be er outcome. Great job, ladies!"

Alumni Trivia
Which highly successful four-year tennis doubles pair of CJHS past is now doubling up in blue and
gold at the University of Michigan? Hint: one of them is in informa on science and one is in
educa on!

Submit to The Prints!

The RZJHS literary magazine is expanding to ﬁlmography! Click here for their latest romp!

Calling All East Coast Alumni

Sponsored Breakfast
Happy birthday to Dena Romanoﬀ. Many thanks to her family for
sponsoring breakfast. To treat the school to fresh bagels in honor of
your favorite Tiger, contact Diane Zidman in the main oﬃce.

Alumni Trivia
It's Wimbledon wonder women Avery Wein (CJHS '14) and
Carly Silverstein (CJHS '14)! Avery has just returned to the
University of Michigan a er studying abroad in Florence, Italy
last semester. Avery writes, "I'm currently a senior in the School
of Informa on studying User Experience and Design. We study
the social and technical aspects of the digital world and
examine major issues at the intersec on of people, informa on,
and technology. There are three paths you can take: data
analy cs, user experience and social media, but we get a pre y
well-rounded background in all three!" Avery adds, "Each week
I volunteer as a one-on-one tutor for a middle schooler at a
local Ann Arbor community center serving children, families,
and individuals aﬀected by social and economic problems. The
Michigan CJ crew s ll gets together all the me!"

A er a year in Jerusalem on Kivunim, Carly Silverstein is currently a junior in the School of
Educa on, studying to be an elementary school teacher. Carly has just started student teaching in
a second grade classroom at a local elementary school twice a week. Good luck, Carly!

A Taste of Torah: Nitzavim-Vayelech
Spending every day with teenagers, I learn a lot about myself. In so many ways, my students act as
mirrors and allow me to reﬂect on my teaching, my speech, what I want to be, my spiritual
development, and balancing personal and professional responsibili es. The text we are learning in
sophomore Talmud discusses the logis cs of the communal davening (prayer) experience - how,
when and where to pray and read Jewish texts in shul (synagogue). Speciﬁcally, we're learning
about the choreography of someone while s/he is reading from the Torah in shul versus from a
megillah (a scroll), which is read on certain holidays like the Scroll of Esther on Purim.
The Mishna rules that the reader is allowed to either sit or stand when reading the megillah. The
Talmud asks a follow-up ques on: how do we know (read: infer) that the reader is required to
stand for Torah reading? Rabbi Abahu answers that we learn that one needs to stand while reading
Torah because of a verse which teaches, "And you stand here with me". (Deut. 5:28) In class, my
students asked how does this verse in Deuteronomy prove that the Torah reader MUST stand. In
its original biblical context, this verse describes a dialogue between God and Moses. As Moses
describes the Revela on at Sinai, Moses recounts that God called him to ascend the mountain and
"stand here with me (God)". In the context of our sec on in the Talmud, Rabbi Abahu is clearly
taking the verse out of its context and crea vely interpre ng it, to teach that just as Moses was
summoned to "stand" with God, so too the Torah reader in shul is supposed to sense that s/he is
"standing with God" while reading Torah and thus cannot sit while reading for the community.
How could Rabbi Abahu take that verse out of context like that? That verse in Deuteronomy is
totally unrelated to laws of reading Torah! A er all, in biblical mes, the concept of a shul didn't
even exist. While Rabbi Abahu's interpreta on may seem outlandish to the careful reader of the
text, I think it's also amazingly clever and inspiring.
Imagine what it would be like if we felt like we were "standing before God" every me someone
read from the Torah in shul, or at home, in class or really anywhere. Wow!
The ﬁrst of this week's Torah por ons is Parshat Nitzavim. In it, the Israelites are gathered, men
and women, young and old, to renew their covenantal vows and commit themselves once again to
the (biblical) project of keeping God's commandments. Oddly enough, the text uses language that
is very similar to the verse cited in the sec on of the Talmud we're learning at school.
The Torah says in this week's parsha:

 אִ ישׁ, כּ ֹל, זִקְ נֵיכֶם ו ְשׁ ֹטְ ֵריכֶם, ָראשֵׁ יכֶם שִׁ בְטֵ יכֶם: לִפְ נֵי י ְהו ָה אֱ הֵ יכֶם,ט אַ תֶּ ם נִ ָצּבִים הַ יּוֹם ֻכּ ְלּכֶם
י ִשְׂ ָראֵ ל.
You are standing this day all of you before the LORD your God: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, and your oﬃcers, even all the men of Israel,
 כּ ֵֹרת עִ מְּ הַ יּוֹם,  אֲ שֶׁ ר ה' אֱ הֶ י:וּבְאָלָתוֹ--  הֶ י- ֱ ִבּב ְִרית ה' א, יא לְעָ ב ְְר.

that you should enter into the covenant of the LORD your God--and into God's oath-which the LORD your God makes with you today;
 לְאַב ְָרהָ ם ְליִצְחָ ק וּ ְלי ַעֲ ק ֹב,  וְכַאֲ שֶׁ ר נִשְׁ בַּע לַאֲ ב ֹתֶ י.... ,א ֹתְ הַ יּוֹם לוֹ לְעָ ם-יב לְמַ עַ ן הָ קִ ים.
that God may establish you this day as a people ... and as He swore unto thy fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
 הַ זּ ֹאת,הָ אָלָה- ו ְאֶ ת,הַ בּ ְִרית הַ זּ ֹאת- כּ ֵֹרת אֶ ת,אָנֹכִי-- ְלבַדְּ כֶם,יג ו ְ א אִ תְּ כֶם.
Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath;
 עִ מָּ נוּ הַ יּוֹם, ה' אֱ הֵ ינוּ; ו ְאֵ ת אֲ שֶׁ ר אֵ ינֶנּוּ פּ ֹה, לִפְ נֵי, עִ מָּ נוּ ע ֹמֵ ד הַ יּוֹם,אֲ שֶׁ ר י ֶשְׁ נוֹ פּ ֹה-יד כִּי אֶ ת.
but with him/her that stands here with us today before the LORD our God, and also
with him/her that is not here with us today
With Rosh Hashanah around the corner and the cycle of Torah reading coming to an end, I hope
the words of Parshat Nitzavim and Rabbi Abahu will enable us to reﬂect. Am I behaving in a way
that demonstrates my commitment to the 'mission statement/s' of the Jewish People? If yes, how
can I ensure that I will con nue on such a path? If not, how can I redirect my energies and adjust
my behavior so that I may achieve the aims of this mission?
May we be blessed to feel and behave as if we are standing before the divine. Shabbat Shalom!
G'mar Cha ma Tova - May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life!
Ms. Tamara Frankel

Community News and Events
JUF Annual Meeting
Monday, September 18 | Hya Regency Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Dr.
The Jewish Federa on’s Annual Mee ng will take place on Monday, September 18, 2017 at the
Hya Regency Chicago. The 10 a.m. business mee ng will feature the elec on of Directors,
awards to outgoing Board members, and presenta on of the annual Samuel A. Goldsmith Award
and the Davis, Gidwitz & Glasser Young Leadership Award. This year our “Inclusion in the Jewish
Community” project will be highlighted as well. The noon Luncheon mee ng will include the
report of the president, RZJHS parent Dr. Steven B. Nasa r; guest speaker Dr. Daniel Gordis, Senior
Vice President and the Koret Dis nguished Fellow at Shalem College in Jerusalem; the
presenta on of the Julius Rosenwald Memorial Award to Theodore F. Perlman; and special
reports. For more informa on, please contact 312.444.2095 or annualmee ng@juf.org. Click
here to register.

Gertrude Lederman Adult Education Classes
Fall Oﬀerings at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El
Take the me for Limmud/Jewish Study this year at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El in Highland
Park! Melton Ethics of Jewish Living, Hebrew Literacy, The Melding of Mussar and Mindfulness

with Dr Lena Kushnir, "Girls in Trouble," Melton's "BeMidBar: Leadership Deﬁed and Defended"
with Rabbi Michael Schwab, Shalom Hartman Ins tute Beit Midrash with Rabbi Vernon Kurtz on
Jewish Values and the Israeli-Pales nian Conﬂict, Advanced Hebrew, and more. Non-members
warmly welcomed!! Contact Ali Drumm, Dir of Informal Educa on at NSSBE, with any ques ons at
adrumm@nssbethel.org or 847.432.8126. Check out the Gertrude Lederman Family Adult
Educa on classes this fall at North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park here.

School Pictures Still Available
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