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MASSES:
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: 7:00 am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays: 4:00-5:00 pm
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months advance notice – call Church Office
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass
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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends in Christ,
In both the first reading today from Jeremiah and the
Gospel of Mark, different sorts of journeys are taking
place. In Jeremiah, the people who have long been in
captivity are now on a journey of renewal to their
homeland. They are being drawn by a God who
embraces all who answer His call to new life in Him.
In the Gospel, Jesus is leaving Jericho and during that
journey He encounters the blind man, Bartimaeus,
who also is on a journey from darkness to light. As
Christians, we too are on a journey, every day gives us
new opportunities to either follow the Lord’s call or
not. It’s a free choice, but the choice is always there
for us to heed God’s call, or to decide on another
direction. God is always looking out for us, but God is
also waiting for our initiative. In the case of
Bartimaeus, he kept calling out to Jesus. Maybe, with
all the commotion, he heard that Jesus was passing by.
This was his opportunity for a miracle! He hoped to
be healed, to get a new life, and to once again be
accepted by the people, rather than ostracized for his
disability.
Bartimaeus is a great example for all of us in hopeless
situations never to give up on God’s healing presence
in our lives, to always seek Him, even in the most
unexpected areas of our lives. We all experience
negative people in our journey through life, they often
become major obstacles in our quest for the Lord,
sometimes distracting and confusing us and leading us
in wrong directions. The exact same could have
happened with Bartimaeus in today’s Gospel.
Remember, Jesus’ disciples “rebuked him,'' saw him
as a menace, a nobody, a sinner- -unclean,
untouchable. But he never relented nor retreated, but
kept calling out aloud, ''Jesus, son of David, have pity
on me.'' (Mark 10:47)
Of course Jesus heard that cry of sadness, even in the
midst of the darkness of His own disciples and the
crowds. The call of Jesus is profound. He calls us all
on a daily basis to follow Him, to encounter Him, to
love Him, and to be at peace with Him. This is exactly
what happened to Bartimaeus when he called out to
Jesus, and Jesus in return called him. The result--a
holy encounter of faith resulting in a powerful miracle
of healing the physical blindness of a man who, in his
heart, knew who Jesus was: ''Son of David, have pity
on me.'' (Mark 10:48) It was Bartimaeus’ deep faith in

Jesus that healed him. Jesus recognized that straight
away. In our lives Jesus is seeking the same, searching
us all for that deep faith, even in the midst of our
many struggles, worries, and doubts. It is often in our
littleness that faith is present, often in the unknown of
our lives. Faith is like a little mustard seed waiting for
the right opportunity to germinate. Just as Bartimaeus
got that right opportunity when Jesus passed by, and
he had the courage to give it his all and cry out for
that miracle of new life, we can all do the same in our
lives. We must never give up, even if life seems to
have lost all possibilities, the God of Jesus Christ can
enter our lives in an unexpected moment. Do we have
the eyes to see Him and comprehend His call? Are we
ready and prepared to jump at the opportunity of new
life in our lives, if Jesus comes knocking at our door?
Jesus will ask the exact same thing that He asked
Bartimaeus: ''What do you want me to do for you.”
(Mark 10:51) If Jesus unexpectedly asked you that
question today what would your answer be? Think
about it and maybe reflect about it today. Amen.
On Monday afternoon I visited the Newman center at
CSULB and 7 college students welcomed me to their
club. We had adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for
one hour. I was so impressed by the members’ deep
faith, as we prayed in the midst of a campus of
approximately 34,000 students. Praise the Lord.
Very soon our parish trees will be pruned. Thanks to
all of you for being part of this team effort, we
reached our goal.
Next project in sight, painting the exterior of the
church. This will be a major task for our parish but I
am convinced if we all trust in Our Lady Of Refuge,
everything is possible! Let’s pray from our hearts.
Thank you all for attending Mass, the Lord welcomes
you in love.
In peace,
Fr. Gerard
“The company of the saints helps us to recognize
that God never abandons us, so that we can live
and bear witness to hope on this earth.” - Pope
Francis

October 28, 2018

Parish News
World Mission Sunday Thank You for your
generous response to the collection for the Propagation
of the Faith last weekend on World Mission Sunday.
Stay connected year round to the Pope’s missions,
continuing the commitment of World Mission Sunday,
by visiting missionla.org

All Saints - All Souls family celebration
TOMORROW Monday October 29, 2018 6:15 - 7:30
in the Parish Hall. Please bring a picture of your
deceased loved ones for our Altar.

November 1 is the great Feast of All Saints please
try and attend mass. October
31st at 5:30 pm.,
November 1st at 8:15 a.m. with our Parish School
children, and a new time at 7 p.m.

Attention Liturgical Ministers All ministers in the
parish must be Virtus trained and up to date with their
certificates. If you are not please call Fr. Gerard in the
rectory.

Rectory Volunteer The rectory is seeking front office

volunteers to answer telephone calls and welcome
people. We would love to hear from you. If you have
time to spare, cheerful, happy and hospitable, please call
Betty at the rectory. Thank you.

Mass intentions minimum is $10 as of this date. Also

from now on we will have 3 intentions per mass so we
can include every request. Thank you for your
understanding.

Boomers Luncheon on Nov. 10 from 12-2 p.m. in the

Parish cafeteria. Contact Penny Flint for more
information at pennyflint53@gmail.com.

Potluck Party to celebrate Fr. Gerard’s 60th
Birthday Celebration - Saturday 7pm, December 8,
2018. Thanks to all who attended our “Working
Committee” last Saturday. Anyone interested can still
join us at 2pm Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018. We may even
spare 15 min. to practice dancing afterwards. Fr. Gerard
has already booked an Irish Band with Irish dancers. He
promised to sing a few Irish songs to entertain us. He
requests donations to upgrade the sound system in our
church, NO Birthday gifts for him! Let’s show Fr.
Gerard that he has our support, and we will have lots of
fun together at his birthday party! Thanks everyone,
remember… “Progress is everyone moving toward the
same direction.” Looking forward to seeing you at our
working committee and at the Great Party!
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Mass Intentions - 10/28/18 to 11/3/18

Sunday
8:00 am Vera Gingerich (RIP)
9:30
Leonila Marcos Valdez (RIP)
11:30
Norma Margarita Davila (RIP)
5:30 pm Chuck Whittlinger (RIP)
Monday
8:00 am Emiliana Gavino (RIP)
Tuesday
8:00 am George Kelly Jr. (RIP)
Wednesday
8:00 am Tom Peterson (Int)
Jon Aboitiz (Int)
Thursday
8:00 am Kathleen Duwa (RIP)
Friday
8:00 am All Souls Novena
For Those Studying for the Priesthood/Diaconate
11:00 am Christopher Hogan (RIP)
Saturday
8:00 am All Souls Novena
5:30 pm Gene Krotz (RIP)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish who are sick and cannot be here with us
today, and their relatives.
Kathy Altmann
Lucy Anderson
Polyana Carneiro
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Roger Frost

Tim Garland
John King
Leo Park
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo

Daisy Ordoveza
Betty Perkins
Juliana Quickel
Terry Quintanilla
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Marco Solano

October 28 Thirtieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time: In this Sunday’s Gospel,
Jesus asks Bartimaeus: “What do you want
me to do for you?” And he answers,
“Master, I want to see.” Let us ask Jesus for
the grace to “see” our brothers and sisters who
are poor and lonely. When you see the homeless, don’t
turn away. God wants us to “see” and not ignore
them or judge them. Make a habit of silently praying
for them on the spot. Praying for them is powerful.
God hears us. He knows your heart. You will be
blessed.

Our vibrant OLR Small Church Communities

will host several different weekly meetings during
Advent beginning the week of Nov. 5th and continuing
for 6 consecutive weeks. Parishioners are invited to join
one of the groups that meet for 90 minutes at
parishioners’ homes. Enjoy discussing the hope, joy, and
peace of Advent along with the upcoming Sunday
readings and Gospel. Registration forms will be in the
Oct. 27/28 bulletin with sign-ups at all the Masses. This
fabulous 20-year ministry at OLR fosters the faith-filled
fellowship we all want and need. Please contact SCC
Coordinator Tony McKeon (949) 874-6097 for more
details.

OLR Principal's Corner
Dear Parish Community,
We have a lot to report this week! Last Monday, Mrs.
Kennedy (teacher), Mr. To (teacher), Mr. Arenas (parent)
and I took seven members of our Student Council to the 9th
Annual CyberCrime Symposium at the California
Endowment Center, In Los Angeles. The adults and
children attended different workshops and presentations on
the ever changing world of Cyber Space, including training
tips and ideas by representatives from the FBI, U.S.
Attorney’s Office, LAPD - Internet Crimes Again Children
Task Force (ICAC), LA City Attorney's Office, LA County
District Attorney’s Office, LA County Sheriff’s Department,
Anti-Defamation League, Peace Over Violence, Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center, Archdiocese of Los Angeles
and Inter-Agency Council on Child Abuse and Neglect. It is
an amazing coalition who puts on the symposium and they
provide us with the most relevant, up to date technological
information. Our Student Council will be working on ways
to share what they learned with the students in TK-Grade 8.
Congratulations to the Girls' Varsity Volleyball Team for
making it to the play-offs! The Varsity and JV Flag Football
teams are starting to wrap up their seasons, as well. Go
Bears! Lastly, on Friday 10/19/18, we welcomed Fr. Deus,
from Uganda to speak to the school children. Fr. Deus
showed pictures from his home country. He talked about the
poverty, the lack of clean water, and the hope and faith that
his countrymen have. It was eye-opening and inspiring for
the students to hear and see how people in third world
countries live. We are a very blessed! If you are interested
in your child joining the OLR School community, please
call (562) 597-0819. Blessings, Mrs. Holmquist

OLR Student Corner
Last Friday during our school wide assembly we had a
special visitor Fr. Deus, a priest from Uganda. Fr. Deus told
us all about life in his country and taught us how to say
thank you. This past week was Red Ribbon Week. Red
Ribbon Week is a special week where we are reminded to
say no to drugs! We celebrated by dressing to a different
theme everyday. On Monday, we "teamed up against drugs"
and wore a sports jersey. On Tuesday a film crew from the
Archdiocese came and filmed what Catholic School is like.
They filmed various classes and even in literary magazine!
It was cool seeing all their equipment. In sixth grade science
we have been learning about rocks and minerals. We got to
observe many different kinds of rocks and minerals. We
even got to smell sulfur, it didn't smell that great. Peace, Mia
& Sheridan, 6th Grade

Miscellaneous
St. Joseph High School Open House on

Sunday, November 4, 2018 from 12 p.m. to 3
p.m. Come visit SJHS and have all your
admissions questions answered! Tours and
information sessions beginning at 12:00 p.m.
at 5825 N. Woodruff Ave., Lakewood, CA
90713.
Day in the Life of a Jester on Friday, November 16 from 8
a.m.-12 p.m. Come spend the day at SJHS and see what it is
like to be a Jester! Visit our website to register today! ww.sjjester.org

Priest Schedule
10/28/18

11/4/18

11/11/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil Fr. Doran

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Raymond

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

Prepare for the Sacraments
Baptisms Thank you for baptizing your child. We have a
program of preparation. By appointment only. Please contact
the office.
Marriages Engaged couples: Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in the Holy Sacrament of
Matrimony. Six months of preparation is required by the
Catholic Church. Please call the office to schedule an
appointment 6 months prior to the proposed wedding date.

Our Lady of Refuge Church,
Long Beach, CA
Established 1948

Have you Remembered
Our Lady of Refuge Church or School
in your Will or Trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A
Corporation Sole, for the benefit of Our Lady of Refuge
Church (or School), Long Beach, California.

