Special VBS Edition

W

e have had the most incredible week of VBS! Ministering to the
littlest hearts, with stories of our big God and how He is able to
RESCUE us when we are SHIPWRECKED.

Whether it’s in times of loneliness, worry, when we struggle or when
we do wrong, we learned that Jesus Rescues. We started and ended each night
in the chapel where our amazing team led children in songs and Bible memory
that help bring home the lesson of the day.
Bible Point :
When you’re lonely: Jesus rescues!
“The Lord will hold me close.” (Psalm 27:10)
Bible Point :
When you worry: Jesus rescues!
“The Lord comes to the rescue each time.” (Psalm 34:19)
Bible Point :
When you struggle: Jesus rescues!
“Be still, and know that I am God!” (Psalm 46:10)
Bible Point :
When you do wrong: Jesus rescues!
“Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.
But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
Bible Point :
When you’re powerless: Jesus rescues!
“This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead.” (Ephesians 1:19-20)
Blessings,
Tammy Ruano
Preschool Director/Children’s Ministry Director
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Poor Thomas! He made one remark and has been branded as “Doubting
Thomas” ever since. But if he doubted, he also believed. He made what
is certainly the most explicit statement of faith in the New Testament:
“My Lord and My God!” and, in so expressing his faith, gave Christian
a prayer that will be said till the end of time. He also occasioned
a compliment from Jesus to all later Christians: “Have you come to believe
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed” (John 20:29).
Thomas should be equally well-known for his courage. Perhaps what he said was
impetuous—since he ran, like the rest, at the showdown—but he can scarcely
have been insincere when he expressed his willingness to die with Jesus. The
occasion was when Jesus proposed to go to Bethany after Lazarus had died. Since
Bethany was near Jerusalem, this meant walking into the very midst of his
enemies and to almost certain death. Realizing this, Thomas said to the other
apostles, “Let us also go to die with him” (John 11:16b).
Thomas shares the lot of Peter the impetuous, James and John, the “sons of
thunder,” Philip and his foolish request to see the Father—indeed all the apostles
in their weakness and lack of understanding. We must not exaggerate these facts,
however, for Christ did not pick worthless men. But their human weakness again
points up the fact that holiness is a gift of God, not a human creation; it is given
to ordinary men and women with weaknesses; it is God who gradually transforms
the weaknesses into the image of Christ, the courageous, trusting, and loving one.
(continued on next page)
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He is informally called because he doubted Jesus’ resurrection
when first told (in the account only), followed later by his
confession of faith, “My Lord and my God,” on seeing Jesus’
wounded body.
Traditionally, he is said to have travelled outside to preach the
Gospel. According to tradition, Thomas reached modern-day
North Paravur and Kodungalloor in the state of, India in 50
AD and baptized several people, founding what today are
known as Mar Thoma Nazranis. After his death, the reputed
relics of Saint Thomas the Apostle were enshrined as far as in
the 3rd century, and later moved to various places. In 1258,
some of the relics were brought to Italy, where they have been
held in the Church of Saint Thomas the Apostle. He is often
regarded as the patron saint of India, and the name Thoma
remains quite popular among Saint Thomas Christians
of India.
Gospel of John
Thomas first speaks in John 11:16. Thomas says: Let us also go,
that we may die with him. He speaks again in John 14:5. There,
Jesus had just explained that he was going away to prepare a
heavenly home for his followers, and that one day they would
join him there. Thomas reacted by saying, Lord, we don’t know
where you are going, so how can we know the way? (NIV)
John 20:24-29 tells how was skeptical at first when he heard
that Jesus had risen from the dead and appeared to the other
apostles, saying, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails,
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I will not believe. (v. 25) But when Jesus appeared later and
invited Thomas to touch his wounds and behold him, Thomas
showed his belief by saying, My Lord and my God. (v. 28) Jesus
then said, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
[are] they that have not seen, and [yet] have believed. (v. 29)
Later History and traditions
The Passing of Mary, adjudged heretical in 494, was attributed
to Thomas. The other apostles were miraculously transported
to Jerusalem to witness her death. Thomas was left in India,
but after her first burial, he was transported to her tomb,
where he witnessed her bodily assumption.

According to Eusebius’ record, Thomas and Bartholomew
were assigned to Parthia and India. The dating from the end of
the 3rd century states, “India and all countries condering it,
even to the farthest seas... received the apostolic ordinances
from Judas Thomas, who was a guide and ruler in the church
which he built.” Moreover, there is a wealth of confirmatory
information in the Syriac writings, and calendars of the Church
of the East, not to mention the writings of the Fathers, the
calendars, the sacramentaries, and the martyrologies of the
Roman, Greek and Ethiopian churches.
An early 3rd-century Syriac work known as the Acts of
Thomas connects the apostle's Indian ministry with two kings,
one in the north and the other in the south. According to one
of the legends in the Acts, Thomas was at first reluctant to
accept this mission, but the Lord appeared to him in a night
vision and said, “Fear not, Thomas. Go away to India and
proclaim the Word, for my grace shall be with you.” But the
Apostle still demurred, so the Lord overruled the stubborn
disciple by ordering circumstances so compelling that he was
forced to accompany an ‘Indian’ merchant, Abbanes, as a slave
to his native place in northwest ‘India’, where he found himself
in the service of the Indo-Parthian king, Gondophares.
According to the Acts of Thomas, the apostle’s ministry
resulted in many conversions throughout the kingdom,
including the king and his brother.
Remains of some of his buildings, influenced by Greek
architecture, indicate that he was a great builder. According to
the legend, Thomas was a skilled carpenter and was bidden to
build a palace for the king. However, the Apostle decided to
teach the king a lesson by devoting the royal grant to acts of
charity and thereby laying up treasure for the heavenly abode.
Although little is known of the immediate growth of the
church, Bar-Daisan (154–223) reports that in his time there
were Christian tribes in India which claimed to have been
converted by Thomas and to have books and relics to prove it.
But at least by the year of the establishment of the Second
Persian Empire (226), there were bishops of the Church of the
East in northwest India, Afghanistan and Baluchistan,
with laymen and clergy alike engaging in missionary activity.

India
Thomas is traditionally believed to have sailed to India in
AD 50 (but there is evidence of his being in India AD 43,
where he did not have success) to spread the Christian faith.
The port was destroyed in 1341 by a massive flood that
realigned the coasts. He is believed by tradition to have
established churches in Kerala. These churches are at
Kodungallur, Paravur.
It was to a land of dark people he was sent, to clothe them by
Baptism in white robes. His grateful dawn dispelled India’s
painful darkness. It was his mission to espouse India to the
One-Begotten. The merchant is blessed for having so great a
treasure. Thus became the blessed city by possessing the
greatest pearl India could yield. Thomas works miracles in
India, and at Edessa Thomas is destined to baptize peoples
perverse and steeped in darkness, and that in the land of India.
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It is most significant that, aside from a small remnant of the
Church of the East in Kurdistan, the only other church to
maintain a distinctive identity is the Saint Thomas Christian
congregations along the Kerala in southwest India.
According to the most ancient tradition of this church,
Thomas evangelized this area and then crossed to the
Coramandel Coast of southeast India, where, after carrying
out a second mission, he died at Chennai. Throughout the
period under review, the church in India was under the
jurisdiction of Edessa, Mesopotamia, which was then under
the Mesopotamian patriarchate at Seleucia-Ctesiphon and
later at Baghdad and Mosul. Historian Vincent A. Smith says,
“It must be admitted that a personal visit of the Apostle
Thomas to South India was easily feasible in the traditional
belief that he came by way of Socotra, where an ancient
Christian settlement undoubtedly existed. I am now satisfied
that the Christian church of South India is extremely
ancient...”
Thomas is believed to have left northwest India
when invasion threatened and traveled by vessel to the
Malabar Coast, possibly visiting southeast Arabia and
Socotra en route, and landing at the former flourishing port
of Muziris (modern-day North Paravur and Kodungalloor)
(c. 51–52 AD) in the company of a Jewish merchant
Abbanes (Hebban). From there he is said to have preached
the gospel throughout the Malabar Coast. The various
churches he founded were located mainly on the Periyar
River and its tributaries and along the coast, where there
were Jewish colonies. In accordance with apostolic custom,
Thomas ordained teachers and leaders or elders, who were
reported to be the earliest ministry of the Malabar Church.
According to Syrian Christian tradition, Saint Thomas was
allegedly killed at St.Thomas Mount, in Chennai, in 72 A.D.
and his body was interred in Mylapore. Ephrem the Syrian
states that the Apostle was martyred in India, and that his
relics were taken then to Edessa. This is the earliest known
record of his martyrdom.
The records of Duarte Barbosa from early 16th century
inform that the tomb was then maintained by a Muslim who
kept a lamp burning there. The San Thome Basilica
Mylapore, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India presently located at
the tomb was first built in the 16th century by the
Portuguese and rebuilt in the 19th century. St. Thomas
Mount has been a revered site by Hindus, Muslims, and
Christians since at least the 16th century.

August 10th
Angela Stuart
August 11th
Gary Jackson
August 19th
Les Duﬀer
August 19th
Betty Reichert
August 25th
Tara Lynn Hurd
August 26th
Andy Veek
August 31st
Gary Connell
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