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John Adams
(1735-1824)

John Adams was born in
Massachusetts in 1735. Educated
at Harvard, he is considered one
of the significant founders of the
United States. Respected for his
strong opinions, he was also
sometimes unpopular because of
them. This was never more
evident than when he defended
the British soldiers for firing at
the colonists at the Boston
Massacre. He did this because he
felt so strongly in the principle of
“innocent until proved guilty.” At
the same time, he still continued
to oppose British policies. He
was a delegate to both the First
and Second Continental
Congresses and was on the

committee to write the
Declaration of Independence. He
served as a diplomat to England
and Holland. Later he served as
the first Vice President under
Washington and the second
President of the U.S. While
President, he tried to remain
neutral in the conflict between the
French and the English even
though the French attempted a bribe
during the XYZ Affair. He is
criticized for signing the Alien and
Sedition Acts into law. The Alien

Act extended the time necessary
to become a naturalized citizen,
and the Sedition Act fined or
imprisoned anyone for making
critical statements against the
government.
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William
Blackstone
(1723-1780)

William Blackstone was born in
England in 1723 and educated at
Oxford where he studied law.
Developing a great interest in
common law, he began to lecture
on the topic at the university after
receiving his Doctorate of Civil
Law in 1753. As he began to
write, he incorporated JudeoChristian principles into his work.
At the heart of his work was a
strong belief in the Ten
Commandments and that God’s
law was to be man’s law. These
lectures became the first given on
English law delivered at the
university. His book,
Commentaries on the Laws of
England, was the best known

description of English law.
The text became the basis of a
legal education in England as
well as law schools in both prerevolutionary and postrevolutionary America.
Blackstone was later elected as
a member of Parliament. He
served as Solicitor General to
the Queen and a judge of the
Court of Common Pleas. Today
he and his work remain as
important parts of an American
lawyer’s education.

Government Bio Card-2

The LRE Times
Law Related Education

Baron Charles
de Montesquieu
(1689-1755)

Baron Charles de Montesquieu
was a famous French nobleman
who lived from 1689 to 1755. His
ideas about government and law
were recorded in several books.
The most influential of these was
The Spirit of the Laws written in
1748. In this work, he proposed
separating the powers of
government so that power would
not be concentrated in the hands
of one person or one group of
people. His ideas inspired James
Madison and were echoed in
Federalist 47 in which Madison
defended the division of power
detailed in Articles I, II, and III of
the U.S. Constitution. Madison
went on in Federalist 51 to

defend the checks and balances
system as a way to further define
the powers of the three branches.
Montesquieu is thought to be the
most quoted political philosopher
by the men at the Constitutional
Convention in 1787.
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Alexander
Hamilton
(1755-1804)

Alexander Hamilton was born in
the West Indies in 1755. He was
the Aide-De-Camp (personal
assistant) to George Washington
during the American Revolution.
He was a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention of
1787 from New York where he
was a proponent of a strong
central government. After the
convention, he, James Madison,
and John Jay authored The
Federalists Papers, which were
essays that promoted the
ratification of the Constitution.
Later, his ideas of a strong central
government, a loose interpretation
of the Constitution, and an
industrialized economy became

the basis of the Federalist Party.
Hamilton served as the First
Secretary of the Treasury under
President George Washington
where he worked to pay off the
war debts through his financial
plan. This plan included the
national government’s
assumption of state debts and the
creation of a national bank. In
1804 Hamilton was killed in a
duel with Aaron Burr. Burr
blamed Hamilton for costing him
the presidential election of 1800
when Hamilton supported Burr’s
opponent, Thomas Jefferson,
even though he had opposed
many of Jefferson’s ideas while
both were serving in
Washington’s cabinet.
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Andrew
Jackson
(1767-1845)

Andrew Jackson, nicknamed “Old
Hickory,” was born in South
Carolina in 1767. Serving in the
Revolutionary War and the War of
1812, Jackson attained fame by
defeating the British in 1815 at the
Battle of New Orleans. He later
served as Territorial Governor of
Florida and as a U.S. Senator from
Tennessee. In 1824, he lost the
Presidential election to John Quincy
Adams. Jackson blamed Henry Clay
for losing the election because Clay
threw his support to Adams. In 1828
Jackson defeated Adams. He
became a symbol of the common
man. His brand of “Jacksonian
Democracy” was characterized by a
strong, decisive executive; expansion
into Texas; removal of the Indians to
open up more land; and rejection of

the Bank of the U.S. Political
changes attributed to the Age of
Jackson included increasing
universal male suffrage; having
party nominating conventions to
select candidates rather than
having them selected by caucuses
of state legislators; conducting a
popular vote for the president to
determine the state’s electors;
electing positions previously
appointed; popular campaigning
for office; and rewarding
supporters with government jobs
nicknamed the “spoils system.”
Jackson retired after two terms as
President, but still played a role in
the Democratic Party until his
death in 1845.
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John Jay
(1745-1829)

John Jay was born in New York
in 1745. He is considered one of
the Founding Fathers. He was a
delegate to the Second
Continental Congress. Even
though he did not initially favor
separation from Great Britain, he
supported the cause once
independence was declared.
Along with Adams and Franklin,
Jay was sent to Paris to negotiate
a peace treaty with England after
the Revolution. Later he,
Alexander Hamilton and James
Madison wrote eighty-five
Federalist essays to explain the
Constitution and the need for its
ratification. Jay is credited for
authoring five of the eighty-five

essays. In 1788 President
Washington then appointed him
the first Chief Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court. During Adams’
administration, Jay’s diplomatic
skills were once again needed.
He negotiated a treaty with Great
Britain to resolve continuing
conflicts over trade in the U.S.
territories obtained by the Treaty
of Paris. While this treaty
probably averted another war
with England, some felt it was too
favorable to the British. When he
returned from the negotiations, he
resigned from the Supreme Court
and became the Governor of New
York for two terms. John Jay died
in 1829.
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Thomas
Jefferson
(1743-1826)

Thomas Jefferson was born in
Virginia in 1743. As a Virginia
planter, he was a delegate to the
House of Burgesses and to the
Continental Congress. He was
selected to draft the Declaration of
Independence and is considered the
principle author of that document.
He was strongly influenced by the
political philosophy of John Locke
when writing the Declaration of
Independence. Later, he served as a
U.S. Minister to France and
therefore wasn’t present at the
Constitutional Convention in 1787.
Jefferson was the first Secretary of
State under George Washington and
Vice-President under John Adams.
As the leader of the Democratic Republican Party, he became the
third President of the United States

in 1801. His political party
believed in states’ rights, a limited
central government, individual
rights as guaranteed in the Bill of
Rights, and a strict interpretation
of the Constitution. As President
he was responsible for the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and
the Embargo Act in 1807. The
latter was his attempt to avoid war
with England and France.
Jefferson died on July 4, 1826,
ironically on the same day as John
Adams, exactly and fifty years
after the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence.
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Abraham
Lincoln
(1809-1865)

Abraham Lincoln was born on
February 12, 1809 on a Kentucky
farm. He married Mary Todd and
they had four boys, but only one
lived to maturity. In 1858 Lincoln
ran against Stephen A. Douglas for
the U.S. Senate from Illinois. He lost
the election, but in debating Douglas
he gained a national reputation that
won him the Republican nomination
for President in 1860. As President
of the United States during the Civil
War, he issued the Emancipation
Proclamation that declared freedom
for slaves in the Confederate states.
He also delivered the famous
Gettysburg Address when he
dedicated the Soldier's National
Cemetery in Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. This speech is one of
the most quoted in America’s

history. In this speech Lincoln noted
the country’s dedication to its
founding principles of equality,
liberty, and rule by the people.
During his presidency, he exercised
broad powers which were criticized
by some as infringements on civil
rights. An example of this was his
suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus, and his plan to try civilians
in a military court. Lincoln said
this was necessary to protect the
union from rioting and to keep the
border state of Maryland from
joining the Confederacy. His action
was declared unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court. On April 14, 1865,
Lincoln was assassinated at Ford's
Theatre by an actor named John
Wilkes Booth.
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John Locke
(1632-1704)

John Locke lived from 1632 to
1704. He was an early English
philosopher who lived during the
time of the Glorious Revolution.
He was a natural rights
philosopher who believed in the
protection of individual rights that
included life, liberty and property.
Rejecting the divine right theory
of government, he was a social
contract theorist who believed
that if government was not
protecting people’s natural rights,
they had the right to dissolve and
change the government. His most
famous works were The First and
Second Treatises on Civil
Government. Locke’s work
inspired Thomas Jefferson as he

wrote the Declaration of
Independence, which
incorporated many of Locke’s
ideas. One of the most
significant ideas was a
justification for the colonies
revolting against the British
government because it had
failed to act in the people’s best
interests.
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James Madison
(1751-1836)

James Madison was born in
Virginia in 1751. A Virginia
planter, Madison was a delegate
in 1787 to the Philadelphia
Constitutional Convention. He is
widely considered the “Father of
the Constitution” for his many
contributions to the basic
structure of our government. He
used Montesquieu’s idea for
separation of powers but also
added a system of checks and
balances to assure no one branch
was too powerful. He proposed
the Virginia Plan which
advocated to have proportional
representation in the legislative
branch based on the states’
population. However, he was

willing to compromise and agree
to have a bicameral legislature.
In one house, membership was
based on population. In the other,
each state would be equally
represented by two senators. He
wrote over a third of the
Federalists Papers that promoted
the ratification of the
Constitution. He helped frame
the Bill of Rights, and was
Secretary of State under Thomas
Jefferson. In addition to having a
famous wife, Dolley Madison, he
was the fourth President of the
United States. During his
presidency, the United States
declared war on Great Britain in
the War of 1812. He died in
Virginia in 1836.
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John Marshall
(1755-1835)

Born in 1755, John Marshall was the
fourth Chief Justice of the U.S. He
was appointed by John Adams
in1801. He is widely credited with
establishing and defining the
authority of the highest court. Often
at odds with Thomas Jefferson, he
continued to reaffirm the authority of
the Court. As the judge in Aaron
Burr’s treason trial, he ruled that the
executive had not provided the two
witnesses required by the
Constitution, which further angered
Jefferson. As Chief Justice, he
handed down many significant
decisions. However, probably none
was more significant than Marbury v
Madison, which established the
court’s power of judicial review.
This power allows the Court to rule
an action or law of the other two

branches unconstitutional if the
Court feels it violates a part of the
Constitution. Other significant
Marshall Court decisions are
McMulloch v Maryland which
reaffirmed Congresses’ “implied
powers;” Dartmouth College v
Woodward, in which the Court
interpreted the contract clause of
Article I, Section 10 of the
Constitution; and Gibbons v
Ogden, in which the Court
established Congress’ power to
regulate interstate commerce.
Often called the principle author of
U.S. constitutional law, Marshall
served 34 years as Chief Justice
before dying in 1835.
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George Mason
(1725-1792)

George Mason was born in
Virginia in 1725. He was a
wealthy tobacco planter and
influential writer in helping form
the government of the United
States. His influence on fellow
Virginians George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, and James
Madison is clear. He first
attacked the strong central
government of the British when
he worked with George
Washington to draft a boycott of
British goods. After
independence was declared, he
drafted the Virginia Constitution
and the Virginia Bill of Rights
which served as a models for
other states and for James

Madison when he wrote the U.S.
Bill of Rights. Even though he
attended the Constitutional
Convention, he did not sign the
document because he feared the
strong central government it
created and because it did not
include a Bill of Rights. When
the Bill of Rights was added in
1791, he conceded that he could
finally accept the document. He
died on his plantation in 1792.
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Moses
(1200 B.C.E)

The importance of the “rule of
law” in U.S. government can be
traced back to the Judeo-Christian
code of Moses. In Biblical times
the Law of Moses or Mosaic Law
regulated all aspects of Jewish
life. Living approximately 1200
B.C. E., Moses is known for
leading the Hebrew people from
slavery by the Egyptians. In the
story in the Old Testament of the
Bible, Moses was given the first
of these laws, the Ten
Commandments, as the Hebrews
were trying to get to their
homeland. Other laws governing
morals, religious practice,
government, the army, criminal
justice, commerce, property

rights, and slavery followed the
Ten Commandments. Many of
these principles, as well as the
importance of a written law code,
were important in establishing the
legal system of the United States.
Moses has been used as a symbol
of strength and courage by others
in American history fighting an
oppressive government. Moses is
honored as one of the 18 great
lawgivers who adorn the frieze of
the U.S. Supreme Court building.
The marble relief portrait of Moses
sits directly across from the dais
where the Speaker of House sits,
thus honoring the significance of
his work in establishing the
principles of American law.
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Ronald
Reagan
(1911-2004)

Before he became the 40th
President of the United States,
had a notable career as an actor as
well as serving as Governor of
California. Born in 1911, he is
given credit for playing a critical
role in the fall of the Soviet
Union and ending of the Cold
War. He built the largest
peacetime military in U.S. history
which he defended as, “peace
through strength.” The Soviet
economy was pushed to the brink
trying to keep up. His
conservative fiscal policy, called
“Reaganomics” was based on
supply-side economics with dual
goals of rapid economic growth
and reduction of the federal

deficit. Two results of his
economic policy were the
lowering of inflation and an
increasing the national debt.
Known for his charisma and
communication skills, he
accomplished success for many
of his conservative policies.
Reagan died in 2004 of
complications from
Alzheimer’s disease.
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Franklin D.
Roosevelt
(1882-1945)

Franklin D. Roosevelt was born in
1882 to a privileged family. In
1921, he contracted polio, and was
crippled for the rest of his life.
Roosevelt was elected President in
1932. At this time, the country was
in the grips of the Great Depression
with over 13 million unemployed.
FDR proposed a sweeping economic
reform package known as the New
Deal to combat the Great
Depression. Elements of this
program included Social Security,
heavier taxes on the wealthy, new
controls over banks and public
utilities, and an enormous work
relief program for the unemployed.
Opposition to his growing executive
authority resulted in the U.S.
Supreme Court overruling several

laws which FDR had proposed.
Roosevelt responded by trying to
increase the number of justices on
the Court. This “Court Packing”
plan was rejected. Reelected to a
second and a third term, his
attention was drawn to the growing
international threat. With the
attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S.
entered World War II in 1941.
Fearing a change in leadership
during the war, Roosevelt was
elected to a fourth term in 1944.
However, the war had taken a huge
toll on his health, and he died of a
cerebral hemorrhage in 1945. He
was succeeded by his Vice
President, Harry Truman.

Government Bio Card-9

The LRE Times
Law Related Education

Theodore
Roosevelt
(1858-1919)

Theodore Roosevelt was born in
New York City. Educated at
Harvard, he was an historian and
a naturalist. He first gained
national attention when he
commanded the volunteer cavalry
unit known as the “Rough
Riders” in the Spanish-American
War at the Battle of San Juan.
Next he was elected Governor of
New York. At 42, he became the
youngest President of the U.S.
when President McKinley was
assassinated. As president, he
took whatever action he felt
necessary for the public good
unless it violated the Constitution.
An example of this was his “trustbusting” efforts with regards to

the railroads as well as other large
trusts. In foreign affairs, he
moved to make the United States
an influential player. This
resulted in his sponsorship of the
building of the Panama Canal as
well as a Nobel Peace Prize for
helping to mediate the RussoJapanese War. His most notable
domestic achievement lay in the
field of conservation. Due to his
efforts, he added significantly to
the national forests and parks for
public use. After leaving the
Presidency in 1909 and going on
an African safari, he
unsuccessfully tried again to run
for president in 1912 on the Bull
Moose ticket.
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Roger Sherman
(1721-1793)

Roger Sherman was born in
Massachusetts in 1721 and died
in 1793. He is one of the
Founding Fathers of the United
States. He signed the Declaration
of Independence and helped draft
the Articles of Confederation.
However, he is most known for
the Connecticut Compromise at
the Constitutional Convention
which also became known as the
“Great Compromise.” The
decision as to how the states
would be represented in the
legislative branch was a huge
stumbling block between the
large and small states. The large
states wanted representation
determined by population while

the small states wanted equal
representation. Sherman
proposed a bicameral legislature.
Membership in the House of
Representatives would be
determined by population, while
membership in the Senate would
be equal with each state being
guaranteed two Senators.
Sherman later served in the
House and the Senate for a short
time after the ratification of the
new U.S. Constitution.

Government Bio Card-10

The LRE Times
Law Related Education

George
Washington
(1732-1799)

George Washington was born in
Virginia in 1732. He was a
Virginia planter and a delegate to
the House of Burgesses.
Washington fought during the
French and Indian War and later
was a delegate to the Continental
Congress. He was selected as
Commander of the Continental
Army during the American
Revolution. In 1787 he was the
President of the Philadelphia
Constitutional Convention and in
1789 became the First President
of the United States. During his
presidency, he tried to remain
neutral with regards to foreign
policy. He also warned the
country against European

entanglement and political
parties in his Farewell Address.
George Washington is referred
to as the “Father of our
Country” because of his
leadership during the American
Revolution and the
establishment of the country
under the U.S. Constitution.
Washington died at his home at
Mt. Vernon in 1799.

Government Bio Card-10

The LRE Times
Law Related Education

James Wilson
(1742-1798)

James Wilson was born in
Scotland in 1742 and immigrated
to the colonies in 1765. After
studying law under John
Dickinson, he became involved in
the controversy over British
control. He served on the
Committees of Correspondence
and as a delegate to the
Continental Congress, and he
later signed the Declaration of
Independence. He also helped
draft the U.S. Constitution at
Philadelphia. He is considered
by many to be second only to
James Madison in importance for
his contributions to the U.S.
Constitution. Those contributions
included defining the role of the

president, supporting separation
of powers, and stressing the
importance of popular
sovereignty. He later served as a
member of the first U.S. Supreme
Court from 1789 to 1798.
Troubled with financial
difficulties, Wilson died later the
same year he left the Court.
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