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We are just a month away from Forge On: Connected. This is our annual event for students
to exhibit their work and learning. Forge On is otherwise known as our annual Exhibition of
Learning. You will see a range of design work from prototypes to what we call beautiful work.
In the next section, Mr. Johansen lays out a great picture of the meaning behind these
practices at Village Tech. To that, I say ditto!
Construction for Phase 2 continues. Currently, the new parking lot is poured and curing
before we can drive on it. Additionally, drainage systems are being installed - those are the
massive black pipes you may have noticed as you dropped oﬀ or picked up your student.
After the two rainiest months in North Texas history (September/October), we are glad to see
this in the Phase 2 plans. In the coming weeks, the construction of the gym, senior studio,
and outdoor stage and lawn area will begin. This will bring changes to our drop oﬀ and pick
up procedures. Those will be communicated as we get closer to the transition. The work is
scheduled to finish in January 2020 and I, for one, cannot wait to see our students learning
and playing and performing in these spaces.
Financing for Phase 2 was provided by the Charter Impact Fund. This is a social impact
investment group funded by the Walton Family Foundation. In plain terms, it would be like
buying a house and the lender paying for your down payment and lowering the interest rate.
Their selection will save Village Tech over $2.5 million on the life of the loan! Since we receive
limited facilities funding and no local funding, this is a big win for Village Tech! The Charter
Impact Fund only selects schools that meet their standards of performance. Village Tech is
only the second school to be selected nation wide. We are honored and excited! Did I use
enough exclamation points to express my enthusiasm for this honor?
While launching Phase 2 is a big accomplishment, we still have work to do to finish our
campus with Phase 3 which will provide remaining classroom spaces. We are in an active
capital campaign. I'm excited to announce in the month of January, we have commitments
and gifts of over $22,000. Thank you to Jennifer Reynolds with Laura Elena Salon, Tammy
Easterling with Tastefully Simple, and Heather Stevens with Rise 360 for hosting a parents
night out at the salon. We had a great time and raised over $6500 that night. Thank you to all
of the parents who contributed. The first round of names for the Family Legacy Wall are
scheduled to be installed by March 2. This will be a beautiful display in our Great Room.
Thank you parents for making Village Tech a great school. It takes all of us!

David Williams
CEO and Superintendent of Village Tech Schools

“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work”

Welcome to another newsletter from Village Tech. In this publication I would like to give a brief
view of one of the four tenets of our practices. As a charter school, which is a public school but
with a lottery process, we must provide a diﬀerence to the instructional methods used in
education. The state requires charter schools to be innovative and creative in their educating
children. Our major innovations are Design Thinking, Mastery-based Grading, Forge, and Leader in
Me. I would like to focus on the Forge aspect of our school.
In reference to our Forge, a more common name that you would be familiar with is makerspace. A
makerspace is a collaborative work space inside a school, library, or separate public/private facility
for making, learning, exploring and sharing that uses high tech to no tech tools
(Makerspaces.com, 2019). Here at Village Tech we have a makerspace on steroids, so that name
does not accurately fit for what we do here in our school. The name Forge came about because of
the toughness of the word and the historical use of the word which gives the idea of aggressively
creating something. The definition by Merriam-Webster says that the forge is a furnace or a shop
where metal is heated and wrought (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2019). We have a saying here
that applies to finished projects made by students to describe the quality of their work – forge
tough. This means that through the stages of iterations the student’s work has the quality that will
stand the pressures of time and use. One example is the high school’s trebuchet or catapult
project. When completed, the wooden six foot plus structures catapult objects, mostly melons,
across our parking lot.
The Forge diﬀers from a makerspace not only in physical size but purpose. We could easily stick to
making trinkets, maps, or posters. Using research to lead our instructional practices, students
solve problems and present solutions incorporating all four tenets of practice as much as possible.
The tenets work so well together, and you should be able to see them in the projects that the
students create. The Design Thinking process provides a framework through which students can
formulate a relevant needs statement for a problem and a systematic way to provide answers for a
solution. Mastery-based Grading is a system of grading which communicates to the student their
skill strengths and weaknesses so that feedback is specific. The Forge is for students to produce
media and/or ‘build’ for their presentation. The Leader in Me training increases student personal
and interpersonal skills to keep the project moving forward to meet goals.
When you visit our Forge On: Connected March 2nd, our Saturday school day, the students will
demonstrate the processes mentioned above. The products used in their presentation were made
in the Forge. The products are a good visual aid to help the audience in their understanding of the
purpose and outcome of the student projects.
Have a Great February!
Robert Johansen
Assistant Superintendent
Merriam-Webster Dictionary. (2019). Definition of FORGE. Retrieved January 31, 2019, from https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/forge Makerspaces.com. (2019, January 29). #Makerspaces allow.... #FETCpic.twitter.com/4NSPXUoxQX [Tweet]. Retrieved January 31,
2019,
from https://twitter.com/Makerspaces_com/status/1090324712163631105

“Character first…then everything else”
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First Grade Finds Forge On
Inspiration
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Elementary Spotlight
Krisondra Barge, 3rd Grade

Amy Jameson
Forge Teacher

First grade students discovered an
abandoned garden on our Village Tech
Campus. After exploring the space and
investigating, the students quickly began
sharing thoughts and ideas on how to
improve and renovate the space, only to
learn the garden was scheduled to be
demolished to create a parking lot. These
squids did not walk away with their heads
held low. They walked away with hearts
full of passion and beautiful brains reeling
with ideas. What did the destruction of
this garden spark first grade to do?
Join the VT Family at Forge On to find out!

Eager to discover the lay of the land at VT's
new digs, Third Grade embarked on a
series of "wonder walks" at the beginning of
the school year. As students walked, they
recorded their observations and questions
in the form of I wonder statements. These
inquiries sparked an interest in renovating
the portion of campus previously know as
"El Bosque" to create a new place, "Spark
Park", complete with a rock-climbing
challenge wall, multi-purpose pirate ship,
interactive play area, and a stage where
budding stars can shine.
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VT Robotics Takes First
Your Viper Squids have taken First Place in TCEA Area 10
Robotics
The Village Tech Robotics team travelled to Richardson to
compete in the TCEA Area 10 Robotics competition. The teams
started designing and building their robots at the beginning of the
year as part of one of VT's xClasses. Only meeting regularly once
a week, the teams constructed their robots using a combination of
Lego bricks and electronic parts.
Class Sponsor and 8th Grade Science Teacher, Katherine
Wickersham says that the students worked hard for the
competition. "Each robot was given tasks that they were required
to perform" Wickersham said. "The hardest part for me today was
just driving the vehicles, everything else was all the students
today."
This is third year in a row to win for Wickersham's team, a tradition
started earlier in Village Tech's history by Campus Director Brandi
Olmstead.
The robotics team will travel to the State Competition in April,
which is expected to be near Austin, Texas. Wickersham says there should be near 40 of the best teams
competing.
"We're proud of what we've done, but there is still more work to do" Wickersham said. "We'll make sure to bring
our 'A Game'."

From the Mind of…

Tatiana Vincent, Fourth Grade

“Write about your favorite time of year”
New Year’s Eve is my favorite time of year. Last year me and my mom went to my great grandma’s house for
New Years. I was watching the Ball Tower of t.v. and my great grandma cooked chicken, gravy, rice and beans.
Most of the foods I didn’t like but my mom made me eat it. She told me to appreciate what you have. When I
was done eating my dad called me in the living room because the ball was getting closer to the ground. “Happy
New Years” we all shouted. I felt joyous in my heart. We were as loud as a football crowd. Afterwards we
played different card games like slapjack, I declare war, goldfish, spades, and spoons. That day was important
to me because no matter where you are or who you’re with family always comes first. It is very important that
you spend time with your family and know them well.
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February 4
8th Grade Field Trip - Tarleton State
University

February 12
Senior Field Trip - Texas A&M University
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Valentines Dances
Village Tech will host two dances in
February, both in our Great Room!

Parent Connect
February 12, starting at 6:30
In the Great Room

February 9 - Sweetheart Dance
Tickets can be bought in Building 15

Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

February 15 - Valentine Dance
Tickets can be bought from Mr. Arista

On this Month’s Agenda:
- Forge on Presentation of Learning
- VT Merchandise Launch
- Junior Parents: Senior Kickoﬀ

Forge On: Connected

March 2, 2019
402 West Danieldale Road, Duncanville

A complete athletic schedule can be found at Village Tech’s website under “Calendar”

As part of their Forge On Challenge, 6th Grade has created their own Newsletter entry

VILLAGE TECH

FEBRUARY 1, 2019

Newsletter
Forge On from a 6th Graders View!

6th Grade at a Glance
It all started with a book called Seedfolks…
As a 6th grade team, we brainstormed ways we could expand our
challenge. That’s when we came up with VT Folks. VT Folks is our version
of Seedfolks, which is about different people, with different backgrounds,
coming together as a community to plant a garden.

“I love creating
things!”

Growth of our Challenge
After we created our book, we decided to do something more.
So we split into groups that each had different jobs. One group
is building a ball pit, while another is creating a cookbook, but
despite these differences, we all come together through our
spark. Just like demonstrated in Seedfolks

Please join us on March 2,
2019, for our Forge On event!
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“My favorite part
of our challenge is
helping people!”

“Building the ball
pit is a great
experience!”
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VT + IXL = 19 in 19
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Lori DeMoss

Pk-5th Grade Instructional Coordinator

Did you know that Village Tech provides each student in grades K - 10 with an IXL username and
password?

Using their Village Tech Clever log-in, students can access English and Math IXL modules which
help increase reading levels, writing abilities, math computations, and problem-solving skills. At
school, we also use this program for its diagnostic tests to help track performance. Ask your child to
show you their results.
IXL is designed by grade level with modules that are TEKS aligned (Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills). In math, the modules are directly correlated to the belt tests as well as our mastery based
grading system. In English, the modules are designed to scaffold learning and pace it out so that
students can experience quick wins and mastery that builds on the previous concepts.
At home, we ask that you give your child 20-30 minutes to work independently. If they are still
struggling, notify your child’s teacher of the module so he or she can address the need. If your child
needs more challenge, there are more than enough IXL modules to peak their interest. Whether your
child is on grade level, a little behind, or craves enrichment, there is help and coaching available on
the IXL site.
Below are a couple of links that we hope you find helpful as you assist your child toward success in
math and reading.
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you have any further questions or concerns!

Parent Handout

School Break Strategies
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Financial Aid Myths and Facts
Myth:
My parents make too much money, so I won’t qualify for aid.
Fact:
There is no income cut-off to qualify for federal student aid. Many factors besides income—from the size of your
family to the age of your older parent—are taken into account. And remember: when you fill out the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you’re also automatically applying for funds from your state, and
from your school as well. In fact, some schools won’t even consider you for any of their scholarships (including
academic scholarships) until you’ve submitted a FAFSA. Don’t make assumptions about what you’ll get—
complete the application and find out.
Myth:
Only students with good grades get financial aid.
Fact:
While a high grade point average may help with academic scholarships and other merit-based aid, many student
aid programs do not take a student’s grades into consideration. Provided a student maintains satisfactory
academic progress in his or her program of study, federal student aid will help a student with an average
academic record complete his or her education.
Myth:
The form is too hard to fill out.
Fact:
The FAFSA is easier than ever, especially if you fill it out online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. If you need help, you can
access real-time, private online chat with a customer service representative. You can get help from a high school
counselor, from the financial aid office at the school you plan to attend, or from 1-800-4-FED-AID, that's
1-800-433-3243. And remember, the FAFSA and all these sources of advice are FREE.
Myth:
My parents have money saved for my college education, so I won’t get any aid.
Fact:
Student and family savings are not a factor when a school decides if a student qualifies for a federal unsubsidized
loan. And when it comes to other aid, the federal formula has protection allowances for a portion of savings and
assets. Under federal methodology for student aid eligibility, parents are not expected to sacrifice home equity or
retirement savings to help pay for their child's education.
Myth:
Schools don’t care how many other siblings I have or will have in college.
Fact:
Actually, having two or more people in college (excluding parents) significantly increases a family’s chance of
receiving aid. In fact, it could lower the expected family contribution (the estimate of the family’s ability to pay for
college) by 50 percent.
Myth:
My aid award is final.
Fact:
Not necessarily. School policies on reviewing aid awards vary wildly. All schools will review your award if
inaccurate information was used in the application process. Any discrepancies in your information should be
corrected on your application, but be sure to check with your college regarding their process. If your financial
situation or family circumstances have changed, you should contact your financial aid office to discuss the
changes and see if those circumstances can be used in re-determining your eligibility. Your college can advise on
what forms and documentation need to be submitted.
Adapted from www.icanaffordcollege.com

Lisa White
ASVAB Fact Sheet

[Spanish Version]

High School Academic Advisor
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Quick Stats
Non Completed
FAFSA Completion

Non Completed
Submitted An Application To A 4-Year University

Non Completed
College Acceptance

13%

15%

42%
58%
85%

87%

Upcoming Dates
2/6/19
3/6/19
3/7/19
3/12/19
3/26/19
3/27/19
3/28/19

ASVAB Career Preparatory Exam sign up here
SAT School Day - seniors
TSI Exam
Seniors college tour at A&M College Station
ASVAB Test Interpretation Session
SAT School Day - juniors
TSI Exam

Be Kind
It doesn’t cost much to be kind; just a bit of
thoughtfulness can impact another soul
beyond measure. Have you ever been the
recipient of kindness when you were
struggling? Pay it forward – offer a gesture of
kindness when someone around you is
struggling. Your good day can uplift another,
and similarly, your bad day can be turned
around because of the good feelings you get
from offering something nice to someone
else.

Kristina Quinn, PK-12 Director of
Culture + Character and Counseling
Credit: projecthappiness

What is the ASVAB? Click here
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Campus Counseling
Jill F. Alexander is the secondary school counselor for
Village Tech Schools. Ms. Alexander provides social and
emotional support, academic guidance, and career
information to students grades 6th through 12th. I have a
sincere desire to implement change throughout this
community. I love to assist individuals that are in need or
have experienced setbacks, trauma and diverse struggles.
My goal is to implement a young women’s program that
brings forth healing and wholeness to those who are in
need. It is because of my personal journey that my support
is effective and even infectious as I encourage and
motivate others to achieve their life goals, dreams and
vision. Counseling/Social Work is my passion and I
practice with a great compass towards individuals that
have or may be experiencing hardship with their lives.
My journey began in New Orleans, took me to the United
States Army where I trained and served. After becoming a
Reservist, I earned my Bachelor’s in Social Work from
Southern University at New Orleans, and later I earned my
Master’s in Arts in Mental Health Counseling from Dallas
Baptist University.

Victoria Taylor
PK-5th Grade Instructional Coordinator

Using Art To Calm
PreK has been working hard getting ready for the
upcoming Forge On experience. In class, they made calm
down bottles. Last week, I did a lesson in all the preschool
classes to explain to them how to use the bottles
appropriately. When the bottles get shaken up, the glitter
swirls everywhere. Similarly, when we experiencing strong
emotions, our body's inside may feel uneasy. We may
experience headaches, stomachaches, racing hearts,
tingly feelings, etc. After shaking the bottles, set it down,
watch the glitter start to settle, and take several deep
breaths. Imagine your insides settling just like the glitter is
settling in the bottle.
Here is a recipe to make your own Calm Down bottles:
1. Plastic bottle
2. Glitter glue
3. Glitter
4. Corn syrup
5. Warm water
Measurements are up to you! Corn syrup makes the glitter
settle slower.

8th Grade Rocket
2nd Grade Compassion Project

Holiday Decorations
JJ, the Bearded Dragon

Student Led Conference

Student Made Shelter

