5th grade student, Nicholas Damato, served as
Santa’s helper by turning the pages of the book as
Santa read to the group.

Dr. Ann Walters

December 20, 2018
Academics
With the graduation of the first class in 2009,
it was apparent the students were ready for the
challenges of college. College counselors were
hired to guide students in applying for college,
and over the last ten years, students have been
accepted to and attended colleges well known
for their academics. The 120 members of the
Class of 2018 boasted a graduation rate of 99%
and more than $10M in scholarship offers (click
here for UA school profile).

Final segment in “UA History” series.
More Growth
If you thought the first 10 years of UA
was all about growth, the next 8 years
proved to be more of the same. As families
in and around Union County heard great
things about UA, the applications and waiting list increased.
In 2013, the middle school gym, football
locker rooms, and five additional classrooms were built to accommodate the
growth. Initially, the classrooms were used
for high school science until 2017 when the
new high school wing was built and outfitted with state of the art science labs.
The high school addition in 2017 also
tripled the size of the Multi-Purpose Room
and added math, foreign language, and art
classrooms. This allowed the high school to
departmentalize and work together effectively. It also gave students and staff more
room for lunch and a larger meeting space.
The largest construction phase in UA’s
history was finished in 2018 with the completion of the K-4 building and the Auxiliary
Gym and Performing Arts building which
finally made the dream of housing K-12 all
on one campus a reality. Staff and parents
moved into the new K-4 building in July
(months ahead of schedule) just before the
start of school.
With the new building also came an additional parking lot and second entrance to
the school. Traffic lights were installed at
both entrances to allow easier and safer
access to the school.

Athletics
Athletic teams continued to improve and
compete from their initial start in 2007. Ten
years later in 2017, freshman Nick Smith won
UA’s first state championship as an individual in
golf. Then in 2018, sophomore Derek Young
won an individual state championship for the
triple jump, and the Women’s Soccer Team
won the first team state championship. Also in
2018, Coach Vic Johnson was selected as
the United Soccer National Girls’ Coach of the
Year. Over the years, teams have won numerous conference championships and regularly
qualify for the state playoffs.
Future
Next year will be our 20th year of operation
and the Class of 2020 will graduate. I am committed to honoring the legacy of the previous
founders, headmasters, parents, students, and
staff who came before me by continuing our
mission of Challenge, Character, and Community. I hope the roots I am planting are as fruitful
and withstanding as theirs have been.
What are you doing to fertilize our roots?
Are you watering the grass to keep it green?

All School News

Any student (K-12) who is not picked up by the end of carpool will be
taken to After School. Please be in the carpool line by 3:30.
The charge for After School is $1 per minute.
1st Grade Book Wish List

All donations to Union Academy
are tax deductible.

2nd Grade Book Wish List
3rd Grade Book Wish List
4th Grade Book/Supply Wish List...
5th Grade Book/Supply Wish List...
8th Grade Book/Supply Wish List...
K-4 Art Supply Wish List
K-8 STEM Wish List

Reminder: Please do not park in any
marked parking spots. These spots belong to
student drivers or parents who purchased a
“Fast Pass” through the Ultimate Auction. Volunteer spots are available in the South Lot and
5 min spots are available for midday pick-ups
directly in front of the school in the North Lot.
You may also park in any unnumbered spots in
the South Lot near the retention pond. Thank
you for modeling the UA Way.

Phil Hargett was a UA grandparent who humbly
served the community. A fund established in his
name is available to UA families for financial
assistance for lunches, sports fees, and field
trips. If you need assistance, please visit the
website.
https://weareua.org/hargett-fund/

Remember to pre-pay for the remainder of the year
for dress down days for your students! It’s simple,
just click this link, https://weareua.org/giving/dressdown/, select the number of students you’re paying
for, then submit your payment information. This will
save you time on Fridays starting in January from
having to dig around in your car for spare change!
If you have any questions, please contact the
Foundation Office at 704-238-9879.

Not sure where or how to
find a topic on the website?

If you would like to paint one of the
rocks for your child’s birthday, please
RESERVE the date with Mrs.
Houchins by emailing her
(shouchins@unionacademy.org). Mrs.
Houchins will let you know if the rock
is available and which rock you are
assigned.

Click here to learn how.

Palmetto-Cotton, a local company, will
donate 20% of sales of their Cardinal
Christmas ornament back to UA. If interested, use the link below to place
your order.
Palmetto-Cotton Cardinal Ornament

January 25

June 17- June 21

 Activities will be in the K-2
rooms

At Camp Invention®, campers are
given the opportunity to learn from
Nobel Prize-winning National Inventors Hall of Fame® Inductees turned
action-packed SUPERHEROES!
Learn from the best in a fun, handson environment this summer at Camp
Invention. UA will once again host
Camp Invention this summer.

 Students wear PJs
 This is NOT a dropin...follow the rotation
schedule on the ticket you
receive at check-in
 Volunteer sign-ups coming
soon
 More info coming after the
break

Click here to learn more.

K-4 PE Semester in Review
We have had wet days, warm days, cold days and many ADAPTABLE days! Students have worked
hard this semester. We got the body moving learning how to pace, do intervals, breathe, and listen
to our bodies while in motion on the track. We have learned the proper track start and ways to motivate our teammates to persevere and finish! Add a pool noodle to tag and it becomes a whole new
exciting activity emphasizing the importance of self-control and awareness while the body is in motion. Mat ball or kick ball? Proper form, good effort, and believing in oneself have been key components of warming up and stretching. Jumping jacks, squats, stationary lunges, pendulum swings, sit
ups/crunches, push-ups, running in place, high knees, and so much more. All of that to say, Keep
Your Body Moving Together as a Family over the Christmas/Holiday Break!! -Mrs. Love

If you have a child who will be
in 6-8 grades next year and is
interested in playing football,
please complete the survey
below.

If you are interested in having your child
participate in a Spanish Enrichment
Program, please complete the form below.
(Enrichment fees TBD.)

K-5 Spanish Enrichment Survey

UAA Football Survey

Volunteer News
New Way to Enter Volunteer Hours
ALL HOURS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE LAST DAY OF JUNE EACH YEAR!
New for the 2018-19 school year, UA will be using MobileServe, a web-based application that allows
families, students and staff to log volunteer hours.
MobileServe is available as a mobile app in the App store and Google Play and can be used on most
smartphones and tablets. If you’d rather not use the mobile app, you can create and manage your
MobileServe account from your home computer or any internet-connected device.
Not only is it easier for you to log your hours with MobileServe, but it will also provide UA with more
accurate reporting, quick stats and searchable reports.
Families, high school students and UA staff can now log hours for the 2018-19 school year.
Click here to find out more, including a photo of the app and instructions on

We love our VOLUNTEERS!
Zulmira Kobera

Tammy Millward

Kevin and Angela Acoveno

Ramon and Monica Dominguez

Kari Carpenter

LaShiva Washington

Camille Keziah

Scott and Tiffany Severino

Jeremy and Maria Tarlton

Nickolas and Heather Camereon

Matthew and Michelle Lockard

Alex and Natasha Hailey

Joseph and Stacy Williams

Michael and Krystle Dean

Stephen and Emily Dodge

Robert and Alicia Broughton

Patrick and Lisa Collins

Tomas and Kate Simon

Tony and Angelia James

Ian and Kelly Komorek

Sumitha Joby Thomas

Nataliya Schaff

Michael and Melanie Stewart

Student Volunteer Spotlight
Ruth Hill is a sophomore devoted to helping others. She volunteers her time working at
the Women's Pregnancy Center in Monroe.
Here, she sorts clothes, has the ability to talk
to mothers, and lift them up during a sometimes difficult time. “It’s a lot of fun to interact,
get to know new people, and help out.”

Volunteer Spotlight
Dana Hasty has helped with many activities
around campus this year. She started the year
helping with the BIG move in. She was a game
girl for the ultimate auction. Dana also helps
with catered lunch and setting up our hospitality
activities each month. She’s always smiling and
we love seeing her on campus!

Thank you Ruth for focusing on others!

By Sarah Yumet (12)

Thank you for modeling the UA Way!

High School Service Learning
All 9th-11th hours are due by the last day of school EACH YEAR to be
counted. Senior hours are due in May (date TBD).
NEW for the 2018-19 school year, Union Academy is updating its service-learning program to ensure our
high school students are learning and developing as young adults, while making important community
connections. Students will now complete at least 10 service hours each year with either one or two
community organizations (minimum of five hours with each organization). The remainder of the required
hours may also be completed at a community organization OR in meaningful volunteer service.
Click here for more information on the changes to our service-learning requirements.

Pre-K News
We Offer TK!
UA Private Pre-K has a TK
program! The program is designed
for children who miss the Aug. 31
cutoff date and have had
experience in a 4-year-old
classroom.
It is great for children who would
benefit from an extra year of
growing socially, emotionally and/or
academically before entering
kindergarten.

Tours Available by Appointment
Please contact UA Pre-K director Dedee Ephraim at
dephraim@unionacademy.org if you are interested in scheduling a
tour of our pre-K facility! She is happy to find a time that works

If you are interested in taking a tour
and learning more about Union
Academy Private Prekindergarten
and our TK program, please email
Dedee Ephraim at
dephraim@unionacademy.org.

Don’t Take it From Us!
Want to know more about who we are and what we do at UA Pre-K? Click here to watch a video with
testimonials from parents and students!

K-2 News

Important Upcoming Dates


Order your YEARBOOK! www. jostens.com



Save the date! January 25th with be our K- 2 (only)… Literacy Night.



Waxhaw Museums for 2nd grades are this week, and they love going there to learn so much
History!



4th graders have been visiting Brookdale Assisted living and reading with them, and it will fill
your heart!



JANUARY 25th will be our K-2 Literacy night. Get ready to sign up right here in the Newsletter
soon!

3-5 News
Click here for the Reading Night Presentation.
Contact your child’s teacher if you need additional information.

Click here for important information from
Mrs. McGinnis regarding morning carpool.

6-8 News
Find all the information about Middle School
Athletics on our website.
Just click here.

Time to Order a Yearbook
Jostens.com

After reading the novel The Outsiders, the 8th graders enjoyed dressing up as
Greasers and Socs to watch the film.

9-12 High School News
Find all the information about High School Athletics on our website.
Just click here.

The high school teachers embraced the holiday spirit and added to the fun atmosphere on the
last day of school before the break!

