Welcome To

A Roman Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati

6531 Beechmont Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45230
Father Thomas King, Pastor
tel: 513.231.7440
gaparish.org

Dear New Members of the Guardian Angels Family,
Welcome!
It is my belief that God has sent you to this parish to be your spiritual
home. You are a gift from God. As God’s family, we will be a source of blessing for one another by “worshipping together, sharing our lives and faith,
supporting and caring for one another as we strive to live the gospel of Jesus
Christ,” as our parish prayer proclaims.
One of the main ways in which we share our lives and support one another is by our participation in Parish Service Organizations (PSOs).
Through the gift of your time and God-given talents, your spiritual life and
the life of our parish is enriched and made more fruitful. We have many
PSOs and you will find them listed with the contact person in your Guardian Angels Parish Guide Book and Directory.
We are very blessed to be neighbors of the Athenaeum of Ohio, Mt. St.
Mary’s Seminary of the West. Fr. David Sunberg, a Spiritual Director and
Director of the Permanent Diaconate program at the seminary, helps us on
weekends and at times during the week, along with a number of other
priests-faculty from the seminary. It is a magnificent campus and I
encourage you to take advantage of their public lectures and liturgical
celebrations.
I look forward to meeting you and being together each weekend at
our Saturday evening Mass or one of our Sunday Masses where we offer to
God our love, praise, and gratitude.
Again, welcome to our family.

God Bless,
Father Thomas King
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Parish Schedule
Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m. (Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday: 8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

ReconciliaƟon
2nd and 4th Mondays: 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ExposiƟon of the Blessed Sacrament
On the first Saturday of each month from the end of 8:00 a.m. Mass until 9:00 a.m., on Thursdays from
3:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., and on the first Friday of each month, usually from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Parish Prayer
Heavenly Father help us, the people of Guardian Angels Parish, to become truly Catholic Christians. May we do this through worshipping together, sharing our lives and faith, supporting and caring
for one another as we strive to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Give us joy as we celebrate your kingdom among us. Heal our wounds and divisions. Guide us
in prayer, especially in the liturgy and sacraments. Help us to grow intellectually, to develop spiritually,
to reach out in service to one another, to respond generously to the poor and needy, to listen to others, to
offer hospitality and friendship, and to responsibly steward our resources.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
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About Us
Guardian Angels Parish
Guardian Angels is a parish with a rich history in the Mount Washington area. This parish was created in
1892 after 45 families petitioned Archbishop William Henry Elder about the need in this community.
We, as Catholic Christians, use the following values in all of our work together toward bringing about
God’s Kingdom on earth.

A Community of Prayer
Guardian Angels continues its movement to make this first and foremost a community of prayer. The
Sunday Eucharist is the most important Prayer of this Parish.
Catholic IdenƟty
Guardian Angels builds a sense of a broader, universal Church into which our Parish fits. We take responsibility to know what it means to be Catholic, and to convey the Catholic message to all people.
ConƟnuously Learning Our Faith
Guardian Angels is a parish community where continuing faith education is desired and is available for
children, families and adults.
Realism and the Role of the Laity
The main focus and duty of the Catholic Laity is to give witness to Christ by our life and works in the
home, in small groups, and in professional circles.
Stewardship
Guardian Angels is a Parish that cares for the poor, supports missions in our own land and in other nations, and thinks of others before ourselves.
Spreading the Gospel
Guardian Angels is a community of believers who are eager to tell others about Jesus and who welcome
new members enthusiastically into the universal Catholic Church.

“A parish can be only as vital as its members make it by seeing Christ in one another and in all people,
by worshipping together, and by working and playing together.”
-Rev. James R. Haley
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Parish Contacts
Office Hours
Parish Office 8:30-5:00 Monday-Friday

School Office (school days):
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
School Office (Summer Hours):
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday (subject to change)
Religious Education Office:
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday – Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Friday
Phone Numbers
Parish Offices 231-7440
School 624-3141
Religious Education 624-2195
Music Office 624-3149
Bookkeeping 624-8960
Contacts:
Fr. Thomas M. King, Pastor
Deacon Richard Novick
Deacon Robert Fey
Deacon Paul Feie
Mrs. Kay Froehlich, Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Joan Schoenhoeft, Religious Education Office
Mrs. Susan Boettner, Business Manager
Mr. George Stegeman, Director of Music
Mr. Bradley Barnes, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr, Corey Stoops, School Principal
Ms. Katie Durstock, Assistant School Principal
Mrs. Tiffany Strah, Director of Marketing & Comm.
Mr. Bob Buck Technology Coordinator
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Email:
office@gaparish.org
bohica0101@yahoo.com

kfroehlich@gaparish.org
jschoenhoeft@gaparish.org
sboettner@gaparish.org
gstegeman@gaparish.org
bbarnes@gaparish.org
cstoops@gaschool.org
kdurstock@gaschool.org
tstrah@gaparish.org
rbuck@gaschool.org

Guardian Angels History
Seeing an increase in the number of Catholics in the Mt. Washington area, 45
families sent a petition to Archbishop Elder in 1892 asking that a parish be started in
the area. The Archbishop granted their request and later that year the parish was organized at Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary, just down the street from the present site of the
parish.
The first church, erected at our present location, was eventually replaced to
accommodate the ever increasing congregation. Fr. Haley gym served as the church
from 1948 until 1964. In 1964, the undercroft was used for Sunday Masses while our
church building was being completed. The existing church was finished in 1971.
From a small gathering of 45 families, Guardian Angels has grown into a parish of
over 2300 registered families. Guardian Angels is proud to be a thriving and resourceful parish that always strives hard to meet the spiritual needs of its members.
Archbishop William Henry Elder
Courtesy: Wikipedia

Other Key Dates in GA History:
1895: Guardian Angels School opened. It started with a one room building and then a small two story
building. The school now serves approximately 500 students from kindergarten through grade eight. Over
the years, it became necessary to begin a Catechetical Christian Doctrine (CCD) program, which now
enrolls another 270 students in grades one through eight.
1892: First Baptism ceremony was held at Guardian Angels Parish.
1893: First Marriage performed in the church.
1895: First class confirmed through Guardian Angels.
1896: First class to complete First Communion at Guardian Angels.
1904: Land acquired for Guardian Angels Cemetery.
1930s: Par ent Teacher Association (PTA) was for med.
The PTA provides support to the school through fundraising activities and programs that promote spiritual,
physical, emotional, educational, and social welfare of the children attending Guardian Angels School.
1948: Athletic Boosters organization was created.
The Boosters provide athletic opportunities for all children of the parish through a variety of programs.
1964: First Angel Follies performance.
This is a musical variety show for the parish each spring which raises money for church projects.
1966: Parish Pastoral Council was formed.
The PPC oversees all parish functions and sets the tone and direction of the parish.
2003: Guardian Angels School renovated its main office space and redesigned and landscaped the main entrance.
2005: The Sister Dolores Beringer Parish Center was dedicated.
2007: Guardian Angels School was named a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence by the U.S. Department
of Education as part of the No Child Left Behind program.
2013: The Father Thomas M. King Gathering Space leading into the church was dedicated.
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Former Pastors
Rev. John Brinkmeyer
Rev. J. Henry Schengber
Rev. Andrew Hemmersbach
Rt. Rev. John P. Downey
Rev. John Joseph Kelly
Rt. Rev. Louis J. Nau
Rt. Rev. Henry J. Buse
Rev. Bernard Luebberman
Rev. Henry J. Winner
Rev. Louis J. Nau
Rev. John B. Dickhaus
Rev. Herman H. Rechtin
Rev. James G. Falls
Rt. Rev. James Henry
Rt. Rev. George Gorry
Most Rev. George J. Rehring
Rev. John H. Lamott
Rev. James R. Haley
Rev. Msgr. Bernard H. Piening
Rev. J. Raymond Favret
Rev. Thomas Nolker
Rev. Thomas M. King

1892-1894
1894-1897
1897-1903
1903-1905
1905-1906
1906-1907
1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1910
1910-1911
1911-1913
1913-1918
1918-1921
1921
1921-1923
1923-1960
1960-1968
1968-1979
1979-1991
1991-2002
2002‐

Rev. John H. Lamott

Rev. Msgr. Bernard H. Piening
Rev. James R. Haley
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Sacraments
Baptism
Parents wishing to have their child baptized at Guardian Angels must be registered parishioners and attend
a Baptismal Preparation Program, if they have not done so within the last 4 years. Infant Baptisms are celebrated on the first Sunday of each month at varying Masses and on the second Sunday of each month at
1:30 p.m. The Baptismal Preparation Program takes place on the last Tuesday of every other month. Parents are encouraged to attend prior to the arrival of their baby. To register for the Baptismal Program or
schedule a baptism, please call the Parish Office at 231-7440.
Reconciliation (Confession)
First Penance is celebrated prior to First Communion in the second grade. At least one parent is expected
to attend a retreat for parents of second graders, if they have not done so in the past three years. The retreat is held in the fall of the year prior to their child receiving the sacrament for the first time.
The Church sees confession as such an important part of our faith that she requires every Catholic go at
least once a year. More frequent confessions are encouraged in order to grow closer to Jesus Christ and
the Church.
Holy Communion
First Communion is normally celebrated on the first Saturday in May of second grade. At least one parent
is expected to attend the fall retreat for the parents of second graders, if they have not done so in the past
three years. Those wishing to arrange for communion for homebound or sick parishioners should call the
Parish Office.
Confirmation
Confirmation takes place in autumn for eighth grade students. At least one parent must attend the informational sessions prior to the sacrament.
Catholic adults who have not received the sacrament, but are interested in doing so, should call the Parish
Office.
Marriage
Couples wishing to marry at Guardian Angels must contact our office at least six months in advance. A
marriage preparation program is required. Either the bride, the groom, or one of their parents must be a
registered, contributing member of the parish for at least six months prior to scheduling a wedding.
Anointing of the Sick
Our parish has an anointing of the sick at the weekend Masses once a year. Anyone wishing to receive the
anointing of the sick outside of these Masses must call the Parish Office and arrange a time. This sacrament is most appropriately given when someone discovers they are facing a serious illness.
Mass of Christian Burial
Funerals may be arranged through the Parish Office who will contact a Bereavement Team Member to
meet with the family.
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Guardian Angels Cemetery



In 1904, 11.43 acres were acquired for a parish cemetery.



The cemetery is located at Salem Road and Beechmont Avenue in Mt. Washington.



The cemetery is open to registered parishioners of Guardian Angels Parish.



Call the Parish Office if you are interested in more information about the Guardian Angels Cemetery.
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Parish Organizational Structure

The work of Guardian Angels Parish is guided by parish staff, school staff, and six boards: Worship, Ministry, Education/Faith Formation, Operations, Stewardship, and Buildings and Grounds. Each of these boards
contains representatives from parish service organizations and members-at-large. These boards manage
business related to each individual area. Each board chair sits on the Parish Pastoral Council to ensure communication among all groups.
Contacts for all of the groups below and details about each are listed in the parish directory.

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
PPC oversees all parish functions and sets the tone and direction of the parish. Each year, it assists the other
boards, and Parish Service Organizations (PSOs) under each board, in striving to accomplish their objectives.

Finance/Operations Board
The Finance/Operations Board oversees the budget process and all issues concerning the physical plant.

Education/Faith Formation Board
The Education/Faith Formation Board oversees activities regarding faith formation and education. Parish
organizations under the Education/Faith Formation Board include:
Adult Faith Formation
Fathers Team
Athletic Boosters
Marriage Preparation Team
Baptismal Preparation Team
Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
School Council
School Music Boosters
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) Catechists
Scouts
Youth Ministry

Ministry Board
The Ministry Board oversees all programs related to parish outreach and ministry. Parish organizations under the Ministry Board include:
Angels for Life
Legion of Mary
Angels on Call
Mission/Twinning Group
Arimatheans
Faith Community Nurses
Cookie Ministry
Peanut Butter Group
Ecumenism Ministry
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Fellowship Sunday
Stephen Ministry
Grief Support Ministry
Vocation Committee
Infertility Support Group
Women’s Faith Sharing
Knitting Ministry
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Worship Board
The Worship Board oversees all activities regarding worship including all functions related to Masses and
sacraments. Parish organizations under the Worship Board include:
Bereavement Team
Intercessory Prayer
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Team
Lectors
Choir & Music Ministry
Sacred Heart Society
Eucharistic Ministers
Servers
Greeters
Sunday Mass Coordinators
Ushers

Stewardship Board
The Stewardship Board oversees all activities regarding Catholic stewardship and parishioner gifts of time,
talent, and treasure. Parish organizations under the Stewardship Board include:
Angel Follies
New Parishioner Welcome
Fish Frys
Parish Festival
Hospitality

Buildings and Grounds Board
The Buildings and Grounds Board oversees the management of both critical and capital improvement projects related to the parish and school. Their goal is to ensure the safety and upkeep of the facilities.

“A church is so much more than a set of buildings, that when we speak of our hopes for the future
we think primarily of the Catholic community which constitutes the parish, and of its development
of the spiritual life and application of Christian principles in the social order as well as in the
spiritual growth of the individuals who constitute the parish.”
-Archbishop Karl J. Altar
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Youth Programs
Youth Ministry
The mission of youth ministry is to respond to the so-cial and spiritual needs unique to the Junior High
and High School youth in our community throughout their daily lives. To attain this, we provide a
nurturing envi-ronment, meet regularly to develop a network of Chris-tian relationships, and provide
opportunities to serve God through mission work and service projects in or-der to better understand our
role as disciples of Christ. Through worship and discussion, we explore our faith and equip the youth
with the tools and support needed to flourish in a Christian life so they can become better leaders of the
future.

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) Catechists ar e involved in the par ish’s extensive r eligious education program for children attending public school. Adults serve as teachers and volunteers in
the Wednesday evening parish school of religion program for grades K through 8, September to May.

Prayer Partners
Adult parishioners are connected with second graders to
help prepare children for First Communion. Prayer partners
assigned to Guardian Angels School students meet each other at a breakfast in the fall and attend the students grade level Mass together in the winter. Another breakfast is held in
May to celebrate First Communion. Prayer partners meet
again at the last grade level Mass so they may take communion together. Parishioners also work with children in the
CCD meeting. Those prayer partners typically meet on
Wednesday evenings. It is a wonderful program! If you are
interested in becoming a prayer partner, look for information
in the bulletin in the fall.

12

Church Events
AngelsFest
Guardian Angels hosts its summer
festival in June. Hundreds of people
come to our Mt. Washington campus
each summer to enjoy great food &
drinks, rides, live music, and games
for adults and children.

Lenten Fish Frys
Guardian Angels hosts a Fish Fry every Friday during Lent in the undercroft.
There is plenty of food for families to eat-in or carry-out. There is also a craft corner for children.

Angels Follies
Angels Follies is a parish service organization
whose function is to present an annual musical production. The mission of Angels Follies is to nurture
ecumenical unity and goodwill throughout the community and raise funds for appropriate parish needs.
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Guardian Angels School is a Roman Catholic parish school within the Archdiocese of Cincinnati,
educating children in preschool through eighth grade.
Mission
Guardian Angels School cultivates the overall development of the individual student through
innovative educational practices incorporated with traditional curricula and proven methods. We
provide an environment which prepares each student to be faithful disciples through service and
leadership by proclaiming values rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Belief Statements
We believe…
Christ is at the center of our community.
• All Guardian Angels staff will be models of Christ.
• Students will grow in their faith through participation in prayer, celebration of the sacraments, and
service to others.
• Parents are the primary educators of their children in the Catholic faith, and we are partners in the
faith formation of their children.
• In guiding and assisting each student to flourish spiritually, academically, and socially through the
recognition of their God given talents.
• In promoting a desire for life-long learning which empowers students to collaborate, create,
communicate, and think critically.
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