Middle School Matters
Friday, October 4th, 2019

Edwardsburg Public Schools Homecoming 2019
EMS Families Homecoming week is an exciting time for Edwardsburg Public Schools and the
community. The weather forecast for Friday night sounds perfect for fall
football, chilly but clear skies. Please make sure that your child is dressed for the
weather.
As is the tradition, we are expecting large attendance numbers for the game on
Friday night. In order to keep everyone safe and able to enjoy the evening, we are
asking for your cooperation. Please make sure that your child is seated with you
during the entire evening. Students are not allowed to play games (football, tag,
etc.) in the end zones or in any other area of the stadium, including the grassy
area behind the concession stand. Children may not be on the field, in the
sandpit, or on the track during the evening.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. We are looking forward to another
memorable Homecoming evening!

Just a gentle reminder that Friday, October 4th is the last day for students to wear
shorts to school

Parent – Teacher Conferences will be
Wednesday, October 23rd 6-9pm and Thursday, October 24th 1-5pm and 6-9pm.
Students will be bringing home conference information this Monday.
6th grade students will need to return their requested time form by
Monday, October 14th.

Sixth grade parents, mark your calendars: orders are due Monday, October 7 th. Pick up for items is
scheduled for November 18th and 19th at the Intermediate.

The 8th grade Volleyball team was victorious last week against South Haven. This week the Lady Eddies were
busy as they played both Monday and Tuesday night. The Eddies defeated their arch rivals from Three Rivers on
Monday. Then traveled to Niles for a quad, playing Niles, St. Joe, and Lakeshore. The Eddies tied Niles, and
defeated both St. Joe and Lakeshore, making the 8th grade team overall record 10-2-1. Next week the Eddies
travel to Paw Paw and Dowagiac to close out the season.

Championship Intramural Basketball 2019
6th Grade Boys and Girls
Day 1 - Monday, October 14th
5:00-8:00
Day 2 - Tuesday, October 15th
5:00-8:00
Day 3 – Wednesday, October 16th
5:00-8:00
Day 4 – Monday, October 21st
2:30-5:30
Day 5 – Tuesday, October 22nd
2:30-5:30
th
Day 6 - Monday, October 28
2:30-5:30
Day 7 – Tuesday, October 29th
2:30-5:30
Day 8 – Wednesday, October 30th
2:30-5:30 *Last Day
The championship intramural basketball program will focus on rules and fundamentals of the
game. Emphasis will be placed on skills and participation. Skills competitions will be held each
night. Any questions please contact: Coach Steve Wright or Coach Jeff Kozinski
*Note: If players can’t make it to every night, that’s okay. There may be some schedule conflicts with
other extracurricular activities. Players are just encouraged to make it to the nights they can.
Please also note: Players must be picked up promptly after practice.
Sign-up in one of the 6th grade teacher classrooms by Wednesday, October 9th.

Chromebook Replacement Cost Estimates
(While it is our intention to offer and maintain the lowest price possible, there may be circumstances
beyond the control of EPS. Due to this, be aware that costs may be subject to change without notice.)

Acer Model

Lenovo Model

Chromebook: $300.00
LCD display screen assembly: $90.00
Keyboard: $45.00
AC Charger: $20.00
Bottom lowercase of Chromebook: $20.00
Case: $20.00
Bezel: $20.00
LCD (Display Only): $45.00

Chromebook: $300.00
LCD display screen assembly: $185.00
Keyboard: $85.00
AC Charger: $30.00
Bottom lowercase of Chromebook: $30.00
Case: $20.00
Bezel: $20.00
LCD (Display Only): $50.00

In cases of intentional vandalism, damages will be subject to technician labor rate plus parts cost.
Insurance: An optional insurance policy will be offered to the students by the district. Information about
this can be found on the Edwardsburg Public Schools website under the Chromebook Help section.
(https://www.edwardsburgpublicschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=704481&type=d&pREC_ID
=1135809)
This policy will cover:








Accidental Damage - including drops/cracked screens/liquid spills
Fire/Flood Damage
Vandalism (only with accompanying police report)
Liquid Submersion; Natural Disasters
Theft (only with accompanying police report)
Power Surge Due to Lightning
Mechanical Breakdown

Not covered by insurance:







Wear and tear such as missing keys; abuse such as picking keys off keyboard, picking
corners of touchpad
Lost devices with no police report
Case or power charger
Chromebook power chargers and cases are not covered by the insurance fee and will be
subject to replacement cost if damaged, lost, or not returned at the end of the year
Lost devices cannot be claimed under the insurance policy without a police report
Multiple insurance claims or negligent use may be subject to future Chromebook
restrictions

If you choose to not purchase insurance, you will be liable for all costs related to damage, repairs, theft,
etc.

When teens lie (because they all do!)
Teenage lying is nearly universal — and developmentally appropriate. So how can you build a
trusting relationship with your adolescent child?
by: Hank Pellissier | January 22, 2019
“Nelly, where are you going?” asks her mother one Saturday night, as her 16-year-old daughter
scampers out the front door in a low-cut shirt and miniskirt.
“Shannon and I are going to a movie, I forget the name. Then we’re gonna eat at the new
whatchamacallit cafe and I’ll be back by 11 or 12. Don’t wait up!”
“Okay… but… but… but…”
Nelly’s mom frowns suspiciously as her daughter disappears into the night. She wonders: Was
my daughter’s last-minute outfit change related to the furious spasm of texts she just got? Did
she really break up with Dragon, the too-old and too-rude wrestler? Is my daughter being
honest with me?
Interrogating her, she realizes, is useless. Every time she tries, Nelly avoids her questions. Or
gets angry and yells, “Mom! It makes me so mad you don’t trust me!”
It’s the paradox of parenting teenagers: their job is to develop the decision-making skills they’ll
need to become responsible, autonomous adults. Our job is to give them enough freedom to
practice those skills — but not so much freedom that they get themselves into serious trouble.
We need to be able to trust them. But how reasonable is it to expect teens to be completely
honest with their parents?
Trustworthy teens
Teens are old enough to have a well-established sense of right and wrong. And they value
honesty — at least in the abstract. In the Josephson Institute of Ethics 2012 survey of more
than 23,000 high school students around the country, more than 95 percent of teens said they
believe “lying is morally wrong.” And 86 percent agreed with the statement, “It’s not worth it to
lie or cheat because it hurts your character.” Like most adults, teens find lying to be more
acceptable when the motive is to be polite or do good, less acceptable when the lies cause
harm or self-gain. So that’s the good news. But if you’ve ever grilled your teenager for coming
home after curfew, you’ve probably wondered if they’re telling you the whole truth.
Dr. Nancy Darling, professor and chair of the psychology department at Oberlin College, has
researched teens and honesty for 20 years, conducting studies in the U.S., Chile, the
Philippines, Italy, and Uganda. Her conclusion is that 98 percent of teenagers worldwide lie to
their parents.

“Is that all?” My 16-year-old friend, Jesse, scoffs when I tell him this stat. “I think 2 percent are
lying.”
Teens lie, Darling says, about how they spend their money, where they go with their friends,
what they’re doing, who they’re dating, and their alcohol and drug use.
If the topics teens lie about are fairly predictable, the reasons they do it are also pretty easy to
understand. According to Darling, the three reasons teens lie are, “they think they will get in
trouble, they think their parents will be disappointed in them, and they think their parents will
stop them from doing something they want to do in the future.”
My insightful friend Jesse offers a fourth reason teens may be reluctant to tell their parents
everything: “We lie because we have this craving for autonomy and independence. By bending
the truth, even in small, unimportant ways, we get to keep a morsel of information for
ourselves. Every lie we tell is something our parents don’t find out about our lives. We crave
that.”
My daughter Tallulah, also 16, agrees. “Kids lie,” she admits, “because they don’t want their
parents to know what they’re doing or even thinking. Plus, parents always ask questions that
kids don’t want to answer.”
There’s an argument to be made that this is a normal, healthy teen attitude. Dr. John Duffy,
clinical psychologist and author of the best-selling The Available Parent: Radical Optimism for
Raising Teens and Tweens, writes in an email, “Among the primary challenges of adolescence is
making your own decisions and establishing an identity separate and apart from one’s
parents…. More often than not, some degree of lying, or fibbing at the least, typically takes
place here. This is a part of the ‘rebellion’ that helps establish a personal point of view.”
Perhaps more worrisome than a teen who gently rebels, Duffy suggests, is one who doesn’t. “I
find that the teens that always ‘toe the line’ are a bit quashed developmentally and somewhat
overly dependent on their parents, sometimes well into adulthood. As a clinician, I find myself
relieved when teens push the envelope a bit, knowing that the present difficulty will likely
result in a future strength.”
Nosy parents, private teens
Darling’s knowledge of teenagers includes at-home experience: she’s the mother of two boys,
including an 18-year-old. She has advice for respecting teens’ natural desire for privacy and
autonomy.
“You don’t want to be intrusive,” she explains. “If you try to get into their personal business,
they’ll push back, they won’t want to tell you… they might lie. They’ll throw up barriers.”
I feel guilty. I am a nosy dad.
“How do I know,” I ask, “what is intrusive, and what’s not?”
“I need to know if my son’s homework is done, but I don’t need to read it and make sure it’s all
correct. I don’t need to over-control it,” she explains. “I need to know he went to school and
was in class, but I don’t need to know every person he talked to at lunch. I need to know he was
at his friend’s house, but I shouldn’t be asking about the content of his conversations.”
If you want more details, Darling suggests, try asking teens casual questions when they are
doing a chore like the dishes. “They might be happy to talk and talk because they are bored and
it is more relaxing then.”

Tough love when teens lie
Darling and Duffy agree that while it’s normal for teens to want to keep some details private,
that doesn’t mean you should expect your child to lie to you, nor should you ignore it if they do.
“If you think they are lying, you should raise your eyebrows and say, ‘it’s undermining my trust
in you, it’s undermining our relationship.’ When they do tell you the truth, you should thank
them. Don’t punish them, otherwise next time they won’t tell you. Tell them, ‘I’m really
disappointed that you lied, but now I really appreciate that you told me the truth’ and then
move on,” Darling says.
They also agree that an honest, trusting relationship with your teen is an attainable goal.
Teens are the frankest with their parents, Darling says, when parents utilize two semi-opposing
strategies. The first is to parent with warmth and acceptance, so your teen doesn’t feel they will
be harshly and unjustly punished if they tell you something you aren’t going to like.
The second is to set clear rules — and enforce them consistently. “Let them know that you
regard it as your job as a parent to set rules that are good for them in the legitimate domain of
parental authority — safety and school-related concerns,” says Darling. And trust them with the
decisions that are appropriate for their age and maturity level.
So, make it clear you expect total honesty from your teen when it comes to activities that put
their health, safety, and future at risk — including drugs, alcohol, sex, driving, ignoring
homework, ditching classes, and other thrill-seeking adventures. And respect their personal
business — we don’t need to know everything they’re thinking and doing or control their selfexpression and social life.
But what about the big, big gray zone, the area where clashes happen and lies are told? Do
behaviors like wearing clothing you consider inappropriate — getting a tattoo, spending
allowance money on items you think are foolish, going to parties where there will be
drinking (to name just a few) — fall under parental jurisdiction for health and safety reasons or
under teens’ personal business?
Only you and your teen can answer those questions for your family. Ideally, you’d decide
together. Calmly explain your position. Relate to your child why you believe that getting an
eyebrow piercing or extending their curfew until 2 am is a bad idea. Explain why you view it as
your business to intervene.
Darling’s research shows that rulemaking plus warmth equals teenagers who are more likely to
ask for your permission and more likely to confess if they have broken a rule. “They need to
respect you and believe you will be warm, accepting, and non-punitive,” she says.
The recipe for honesty turns out to be cultivating warm, strong relationships with teens so they
respect your rules and value your advice. And the best way to do that, says Duffy, is to
“establish a strong positive balance in the emotional bank account. This means spending a lot of
quality time together, just enjoying each other’s company, listening to your kid’s music,
laughing with them, asking them to show you how an app works. This lays the foundation for a
trusting relationship.” Research suggests that teens lie less when they have this kind of
relationship with their parents, in part because they don’t feel like they need to, and in part
because they don’t want to risk losing their parents’ trust.
Wonder what happened to Nelly, the wild and evasive teenager? I checked in with her on
Facebook. She’s now a 21-year-old business major at Northeastern University. She wants to be
a hedge fund manager, like her father.

“Nelly,” I ask. “Give me some advice. How can parents have an honest relationship with their
teens?”
“Be honest with them,” she replies. “Get as interested and involved with their life as you can.
That way, you’ll know what your kids are doing, even if you don’t agree with it.”

It appears that last week the three rules from Lou Holtz were missing due to an unforeseen
formatting error so here they are, and again I believe that these can be used by anyone to
become the best version of themselves as possible:
1. Do the right thing
2. Do the best you can
3. Always show people you care
In the continued spirit of Homecoming I am going to stick with the football coach inspirations
this week as well. I am a Notre Dame fan but I have great respect and admiration for the
tradition of Wolverine football. Bo Schembechler is one of the strongest leaders college
football has experienced.
“Not making a decision is the worst thing you can do. So long as you feel you made the right
decision based on the information you had at that time, there's no need to fret about it. If it
fails, you'll know what to do next time.”
― Bo Schembechler, Bo's Lasting Lessons: The Legendary Coach Teaches the Timeless
Fundamentals of Leadership
What a great lesson for our youth as they identify their own strengths and weaknesses. We do
not want our students to be afraid of failures. We want them to learn from them. They need
to take chances and work outside their comfort zone. That is where growth can be found, and
that is where greatness is found.
HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND EVERYONE!!

Rebecca Crocker

Andrew Jordan
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Middle School Assistant Principal

