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Pathways Phoenix
Intent to Re-Enroll for
the 2017-18 School
Year
An Intent to Re-Enroll
form went out to
families on March
15th. Families who
intend to re-enroll
next school year need
to complete and
return the form no
later than April 21st so
that we can hold
spaces on IST rosters

From Executive Director

as well as plan for

Robert Tavonatti

placing incoming

Spring is in the air. You can see it in the flowery hillsides. You can see it in the
budding trees. You can see it in the grapevines getting ready to explode with color.
Unfortunately for me, I can also feel it in my chest as the pollen count rises and my
allergies kick in. I guess that you have to take the bad with the good, and so I will
suffer quietly as I thank nature for providing us with such a beautiful climate and
landscape. Living in this wondrous area is, for me, heaven on earth.

receive your form by

students. If we do not
April 21st, we will
assume you do not
intend to re-enroll in
Pathways next year.
Please contact the

As spring rolls in to the North Bay, so begins our transition to winding down the
school year. Spring Break is upon us, followed by annual CAASPP testing, end of
year events, finals, and then graduation. This year’s graduation is going to be
bittersweet for me. In my 38 years in education, graduation day has always been
my favorite day of the year. Unfortunately for me, this will be the last graduation I
will preside over before my retirement in July. I know that I will return in years to
come as a spectator sitting in the audience, but it will not replace the joy and
satisfaction I have of working in a school and seeing the fruits of the labors of
students, teachers, and parents culminate to a glorious end on graduation day.
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main oﬃce in Rohnert
Park at 707-585-6510
or your Independent
Study Teacher if you
did not receive the
form or need to
request another copy.
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I will leave Pathways knowing that it will continue to
thrive and grow under the newly selected Executive
Director, Sara Jordan. Sara and I have worked very
closely over these past ten years. I have watched her
grow and mature into a very effective administrator.
She is one of the hardest workers and deepest
thinkers I have ever known. She is passionate about
Pathways. She will take Pathways to new levels of
achievement. She has the support of the Board of
Directors, the teachers and staff who work with her,
and the parents who put their children in her care.
Pathways is in good hands.

Graduation Reminders

Tickets – students who requested extra Sckets when they
RSVP’d have been placed on a waiSng list and a
lo_ery will be drawn on May 1st. Please contact
Jenny Feige at 707-585-6516 or
jenny.feige@pathwayscharter.org if you would like
to be added to the waiSng list.

Graduation is fast approaching! Below
are a few important reminders:
The ceremony will be held Friday June 9th at the Center for
Spiritual Living, 2075 Occidental Rd, Santa Rosa.

Slideshow – we open the ceremony with a slideshow of
all the graduates. Please submit three electronic
photos highlighSng your graduate’s interests and
acSviSes. All photos need to be solo shots without
family or friends. Please include one headshot or
grad photo for the ﬁnal slide. Please email photos
to Tammy Dier between May 15 – June 2 at
tammy.dier@pathwayscharter.org

Timeline for the day of graduaSon:
1:00 – 2:00 Professional Photos (opSonal)
2:00 – 2:30 Rehearsal
2:30 – 3:00 Doors open for guest seaSng
3:00 – 4:30 GraduaSon Ceremony
4:30 – 5:00 Refreshments served
Cap and Gown – if you have not yet ordered your cap and
gown, please do so ASAP at
www.northcoastgrad.com. Orders will be
distributed to graduates mid-May. Please contact
Allison VanRillaer at 707-585-6512 or
allison.vanrillaer@pathwayscharter.org if you
need assistance.

Diploma Name Spelling – the graduate’s full legal name
will appear on the diploma. If you wish to have
another name spelling appear on your diploma,
please email
allison.vanrillaer@pathwayscharter.org by May 1st.
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Sonoma County news!

Spring Events
‣ Yearbooks sales close
‣ Friday 21st
‣ Smarter Balanced Testing: all classes
canceled‣ April 24th-28th
‣ Performance Fair grades K-8:
‣ Thursday May 18th 12:30-2:00
‣ 8th grade graduation:
‣ Tuesday May 30th, time TBD
‣ Final classes:
‣ Last Thursday class: May 25th
‣ Last Tuesday class: Tues May 30th
‣ Last high school class: Wed May 31st

by Sara Jordan
As you have most likely heard through regional
eBulletins, I was recently offered the position
of Executive Director at Pathways beginning in
July of this year. After my fifteen year career at
Pathways, I am excited for the opportunity to
lead the school forward into a new era of
school choice. While I am of course excited
about the prospects of this new role, I will be
sad to leave my daily role at the Rohnert Park
Learning Center. I’ve come to cherish this little
community of dedicated staff, parents and
children. I will certainly still have a presence in
Rohnert Park, but Pathways is beginning the
search for a new Sonoma Area Coordinator.
We will advertise the position in April and
conduct interviews in May. We would love a
parent to participate on the committee, so if
you are interested, please let me know. We are

committed to finding a new Area Coordinator
that understands the model of our program
and will foster the same community values.
New School Accountability Model
Are you wondering what happened to API?
Remember that single score that each school

ENROLLMENT SEASON IS HERE

received and was used as a measure of the

Growing Sonoma County! Please help us reach our
goal of growing our Sonoma County population to
the healthiest size which will allow for the most
student service! You can do this by referring friends
and family members
that might be
searching for an
educational
alternative.

school’s success? Well- there is no more API!
With the advent of the Common Core, the
state has changed their accountability system.
The new system is more comprehensive in the
information it uses to rate schools. The factors
considered are:
‣ Graduation rate

Stop by the Sonoma

‣ Student academic performance on the

Region Learning

Smarter Balanced Assessments

Center to address a

‣ Absenteeism rate

postcard and pick up
a magnetic bumper sticker or keychain to help us

‣ English Language Learner Progress

spread the word about Pathways.

‣ Suspension rate
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‣ School Climate

represented by a colored-in pie diagram.

‣ Career and College Readiness

These colors have a key at the bottom of the

‣ Parent Engagement

page with blue being the highest and red the

‣ Implementation of the State Standards

lowest.
As you can see from these scores- Pathways did
quite well! Our graduation rate is excellent and we

Given the complex nature of creating a
measurement system for each of these

have almost no suspensions. In the academic

indicators, the state just released the first set of

realm, we scored average in English Language Arts

“scores” through a system now known as the

for grades 3-8 and above average for Math grades

“dashboard”. This information is now

3-8. Currently, Pathways is seeking input from

available to the public and can be accessed

parents and staff on how we can make

using this link: https://

improvement in these areas. These goals will be

www.caschooldashboard.org/#/Home

reflected in our new Local Control Accountability
Plan (LCAP). In particular we want to look
at the student subgroups which did not
perform as well as other groups. At
Pathways, this group is our low income
students. In both math and English
Language Arts, low income students
performed lower than our other students.
We will be designing ways to provide
these students more support in mastering
the Common Core.
Over the next few years, the state will
be adding scores to other indicators such
as Career and College Readiness and
School Climate, etc. We recognize that
this new system is complex and may be
difficult to understand. If you would like
more support in understanding what

When you search for Pathways Charter

these scores mean and how they impact our

School, you will see that we received scores in four

school or your child, please email or call

of the indicators ( see chart inserted below). You

me.

will also notice that these “scores” are
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Library News:

click on the next blue link to get to Destiny’s
Homepage) Start by looking under “Lib Guides”
for links directly to resource pages in Sonoma and
Solano Counties. For Marin and Lake, you’ll need
to go to the next grouping, “Public Libraries”, and
find their resources pages from there.

We all know that there are piles of “Fake News”
being thrown at us daily, but we’re not always so
aware of articles full of misinformation about many
topics that are part of any student’s education, as
well as about stuff that we’re all just plain
interested in knowing more about.

Broad search topics include Biographies, Arts and
Literature, and Health, Current Issues, and Gender
Equality, for example.
More specialized sections include Auto Repair
Reference Center, Points of View, Legal
Information Reference Center, and more.

I want to point you to local, reliable and verifiable
research resources available to us all…students,
teachers, and parents, that have done the work of
weeding out intentionally fake and unintentionally
false misinformation from articles and which
present us only with information from reliable and
verifiable sources on myriad subjects and issues.
We all need this in our lives, from parents
schooling their little ones about butterflies and
dinosaurs to young adults learning how to write
eloquently about subjects of their own choosing
or which have been assigned to them.

Say you want to do a paper on a scientist. Click on
the “Biography in Context” link and find links to
nearly 200 scientists. Choose “Oliver Sacks” and
you’ll find links to biographies, magazine articles,
news articles, academic journals, 10 audio links
and related topics. Maybe you don’t want to write
about a scientist… you’d rather write about a
fashion designer or a Notable Olympian or LGBT
figure or Musician. The drop-down menu for each
brings up hundreds of names of people. The
menu for Musicians brings up musicians from 50
Cent to Burt Bacharach to JC Bach to Count Basie
to Frank Zappa and about 200 more. Maybe you
want to write a paper about something having to
do with history. Click on the History link, and,
again, hundreds of topics will pop up: Abolitionist
movement, Dust Bowl, Zionism and hundreds
more.
Some search functions let you limit the date range
of the articles brought up…you can search for the
last 50 years or the last year. Search magazines,
articles, books, and encyclopedias. A search for
current issues brings up over 260 topics…for
starters! Articles can be translated into around 30
different languages.

These resources are offered to all of us through
our public libraries’ websites.
Our local county Public and College Libraries pay
good money to subscribe to collections of
credible material. Ebsco, InfoTrac and LexisNexis
are a few names of reliable databases that do the
work of filtering out fake news and misinformed
articles, grouping the results into broad subjects,
and presenting the results to us in an organized
manner, suggesting related aspects of the
subjects, as well. There are databases for all age
groups, from age 5 to Adult.
All you need to have is a Library Card* and a
computer with internet access.
I’ve placed some of the links to our local libraries’
databases on Destiny’s homepage. (Pathways’
Web Page>Academics> Educational
Resources>Library: Click on the blue link and then

The Resource Finder (also under Lib Guides) lets
you enter a word or phrase, and then it creates a
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“topic wheel”. Do a search for “Water Resources”
and the wheel will show 6 routes to study related
to your search topic AND will suggest numerous
other aspects of your topic that you probably
hadn’t ever thought about…like, water in China,
Pressure Zones, economic aspects of water supply,
water treatment, water filters, investing in water,
etc. From there you can access the database that
will provide you with accurate information on your
topic.
Again, these pages will provide the learner with
hundreds of accurate pieces of information in
varied forms. It’s free, available 24/7, and there
are no pop-up ads!
*If you don’t already have a Library Card, you CAN
get an ecard online which will allow you to do
online research for 120 days.

Physical checkouts of books, DVDs, etc., are only
available with an actual card obtained from the
Library. If you don’t have one and want one, see
your Regional Pathways Librarian for instructions.

Students in the Sonoma Regional Garden

GUIDANCE COORDINATOR ANNOUNCEMENTS:
New! Santa Rosa Junior College - Doyle Scholarship and Doyle Trustee Award Program to Re-Open on
April 3rd The 17-18 Doyle Scholarship and Doyle Trustee Award Program Online applications will re-open on
April 3, 2017. The application will close on June 8th. Additional support from the SRJC Scholarship Programs
department will be available upon request and staff availability. Please contact Melissa Peterson at
mpeterson@santarosa.edu or (707) 521-7870 if you would like to request additional Doyle Scholarship
presentations or workshops at your school.
Doyle Scholarship webpage: https://scholarships.santarosa.edu/doyle-scholarship
Flier: SRJC and Doyle Promise Rack Cards

WACAC college fair
The Sonoma State WACAC college fair is quickly approaching! Mark your calendars for: May 2, 2017.
Students will need to pre-register for the fair and bring their printed personalized code. Admission is free for
students and their families (and counselors).There will be around 150 college representatives attending.
Registration link: www.wacaccollegefair.com

6

ISSUE 4

APRIL 2017

Solano News:

Smarter Balance test preparation English and Math
materials for all participating students. Students

by Jill Escareno

have several resources to utilize for test preparation
including: online resources, practice tests, and
Triumph Learning Common Core Coach
workbooks. Grades 5, 8, and 10 will also complete
a California Science test using the same computer
interface as the SBAC.
Yearbook: Have you ordered your yearbook? Time
is running out! Yearbooks cost $35.00 and can be
purchased by contacting the yearbook coordinator

Spring Semester: Spring semester ends June 9th.

Sharon Payne. Please email her with questions

Please make sure to mark your calendar that site

regarding purchasing an ad, senior pages, and more.

classes are extended until May 26th due to site

sharon.payne@pathwayscharter.org

classes being canceled in January.

Survey: Please make sure to also complete the

History Fair: This spring we will be having our

LCAP survey that has gone out via eBulletin. It will

first history fair event. 6th-11th grade students will

only take five minutes and you give us valuable

complete a history project and present them at a

feedback as we plan for next year.

regional event. Students will choose a project topic,
engage with research and writing to analyze primary

Senior Graduation updates: The graduation letter

source documents and other reliable resources, draw

was sent out via snail mail in late February with

their conclusions, summarize their findings, and

details. The Graduation Ceremony will be held

create a display board. Students will continue to

Friday, June 9th at the Center for Spiritual

work on their projects weekly to stay on track with

Living in Santa Rosa. Please review the emails and

the suggested tasks and timeline. The Napa event

letters and respond accordingly.

will be held on May 25th and the Solano event will
be held on May 31st.

Onsite Attendance Reminder: We only have seven

Assessment update: As you know, 3-8th and 11th

weeks of class left. Daily attendance is very

grade students will participate in the CAASPP

important to student success. Also, students should

assessment during the week of April 24-28th.

only be arriving to class 10 minutes prior to the

During that week site classes will be canceled and

start of their first class. We thank you for your

students will attend multiple test sessions

support in this matter.

throughout the week. Teachers will be providing
7
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MARIN HAPPENINGS
On Saturday, April 1, Marin Area Coordinator, Michele Blaisdell, represented Pathways at this year’s
Bay Area Homeschool Fair. Hosted by the Marin Homeschoolers and co-sponsored by Pathways
vendor, Golden Gate Learning Center, this annual event brings together a number of local
organizations and providers to share information with families interested in alternative or homebased learning. We saw a few old friends and current students, and it was great talking with parents
who are excited about exploring an independent path for their children’s education.
April 24-28 and May 2, 4-5: After spring break, we will resume our regular class and meeting
schedule for a few weeks, and then it will be time for spring testing with the Smarter Balanced
Assessments for students in grades 3-8 and 11 (as well as pilot science testing for grade 10
students). Please see updates shared via the PCS Marin eBulletin.
May 22 and 24: During our last week of elementary and middle school classes, parents are welcome
to attend, observe, and participate. Class instructors will share information and reminders as we
approach the final week.
June 2: All families are invited to join us at our year-end Ice Cream Social and 8th Grade Graduation
in Marinwood Park. More details to come via the eBulletin.
Marin Student Spotlight

could support her while she pursued her
great passion, mountain bike racing. Please
read on for a window into Savilia’s world.

From time to time, we take the opportunity to
highlight the activities of one of our students.
This month, we share an essay written
by graduating senior, Savilia Barnet
Blunk. Savilia’s family has been involved
with Pathways for well over a decade,
and her older brothers, Jasper and
Silas, graduated from our program in
2011 and 2014, respectively. After 8th
grade, Savilia left Pathways to attend
San Domenico School in San Anselmo
and The Oxbow School in Napa.
However, Savilia returned to us during
her senior year because she knew that,
in Pathways, she had a school that
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Savilia’s Story

through February, and then races begin in early

Much of my childhood growing up in

March and continue through September.

Inverness was spent outdoors, sailing and picking

During the racing season I travel around the

up trash on Tomales Bay, hiking and biking in the

U.S. to compete in a series of National level races,

mountains, and exploring the beaches. My family

including National Championships. My successes

has always been active and we went on biking

have led me to be invited to race in Canada and

adventures ever since I can remember.

Europe with the U.S. National Team. Just last

From a young age, mountain biking has

spring, I was invited to a U.S. race camp, riding and

been a part of my life. When I was in middle school,

racing in France and Germany with the National

my older brother [Silas] started to race mountain

Team. Being invited to one of these camps in

bikes. His focus and determination to his training

Europe is a huge stepping stone for any athlete,

and racing inspired me to follow in his footsteps. I

and being selected was something I had been

didn’t start racing seriously until I was a freshman in

working towards and dreaming of ever since I

high school; however, I quickly developed a passion

started racing. The experience was unforgettable

for the sport, and I was inspired by my teammates

and I learned an incredible amount from racing

and the fellow racers around me. In the past four

against the world’s best on some of the most

years, I have continued my upward trajectory in the

challenging courses in the world. The experience

sport and, every year, have gained more

was also incredibly motivating, inspiring me to reach

experience. As a result, I have been invited to be a

higher goals in the sport. I am currently ranked 1st

member of the Bear Development junior and under

Junior Woman in the U.S. and 14th [now 6th] in the

23 racing team for the past two years.

world.

My sport, mountain biking, is often said to be

Since beginning bike racing in my

one of the most difficult sports. To compete at the

freshman year, I have developed an increasing

elite level, as I do, requires extraordinary physical

dedication to the sport and what it brings with it.

fitness, as well as incredible mental toughness to

Competitive mountain biking opens up an entire

withstand pushing my body to the absolute limit

community of friends, challenges, and victories. It is

during a 2+ hour racing event. The training

an extremely rigorous sport, full of constant growth

schedule for cycling forces me to pay attention to

and learning experiences. With every race, team

daily details of nutrition and rest and regular

trip, and training ride, I gain more experience and

mechanical maintenance of body and bike through

become a better athlete. Driven by my love for the

a precise training regime. Every aspect of the sport

sport, I have become more and more dedicated and

calls for an incredible amount of focus and

focused as an athlete the past four years. My

dedication. Unlike other sports, the mountain bike

passion, dedication, and focus, have led to my

season begins with full-time training from October

success in the sport.
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Student Wri>ngs:
Hawk

The Puritans (judging by their name) thought they were
very pure,

by Zoe Rocco

But in fact, you’ll see the men were quite bossy,
And the women were very demure.

I was alone from the moment my mother laid
eyes on me. The only friend I've ever had is Senna. I like
Senna. She is not like my mother who cries whenever

To start with the women, I’ll give you a description, which
you’ll probably think is fiction.

she enters the den, she is not like my father whose
forehead crinkles with disappointment, she is not like

Yes its that bad!
Typically, women wore dull clothes when they went out

the other dogs who lower their eyes in pity, she simply
smiles, I like it when she does that. I do not know what

to work.
This gave them a sort of dull and musty aura, which
would haunt and lurk.

my mother named me when I was born, I’m Hawk now,
Senna named me that.
One day I asked her, “ Why do you call me

Now to talk about the men, that’s another story!

Hawk if I am so weak?”

See the men were either strict and mean, or they were
almost lordly!
The men wore the same gray clothes as the women did

“Because you are not weak little hawk, you
were given this life because you are strong enough to
live it,” she replied and paused for a moment. “And

Going ‘till they were old, and starting as a kid!

because the moment I looked into your bright little

Well, you get the idea of the children because of the
adults,
But sometimes there were troublemakers

eyes, I knew that someday you would fly free as the

And the family’s door needed bolts!

the earth dog, who takes you into the ground when you

great bird that I named you after,” she said and smiled
her warm, kind smile. That night she told me stories of
are gone and cares for you in the afterlife.

Now to get to the
houses,
They were pretty much

I know the things that dogs say when they
think I’m not listening, I am not going to survive until
spring. “Will I ever see spring?” I rasped, followed by a

the same.
Here’s a picture just in

rack of coughing. Senna ran her tail over my back until I
was done.

case you don’t know
what it looks like,
But if you already

“It doesn't matter whether you live till spring,
enjoy what you have now, or it will be gone too fast,”
Senna said sternly. Live, The word was so lush yet so

know, I’m not to blame!

meaningless at the same time. I smiled before
So that’s the main plot of the Puritans, and thanks for
reading this rhyme.
I hope you had lots of laughs and giggles,

coughing again. Senna’s gase was etched with worry.
My coughing was so often in these past days that it
shook my whole body. Senna smiled again and told me

Basically, I hope you had a good time!

about the forest and all of its creatures, they sounded
scary but Senna went out there anyway.

Arianna Traub ;) <3
Grade 4

“Someday I will be as brave as you,” I said
proudly.
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“Little Hawk, you already are,” she replied.
The next morning I went outside to look in a

Student Photography:

puddle at myself. I was scrawny and small, my ribs stuck

Showcasing Summer Cole

out and my lame paw hung at my side so I wobbled
around like a wounded bird, and if you looked really
close one of my ears was slightly smaller than the other.
My head drooped, now I knew why my father always
looked so disappointed. Senna startled me when she
came up from behind, so I started coughing again.
“Are you okay?” she asked.
“I’m fine,” I said after the coughing stopped.
“Come let’s go inside,” she said and nudged
me into the warm den, her snowy pine scent tingling
my nose.
*~^>>//>>{(0)}<<\\<<~*
A few days later the pack gathered to watch
a tiny pup be buried. Tears slid down Senna’s face as
they laid the brown and white body into the hole. They
all dipped their heads and said their part in turn to
honor the pup. After the ceremony the dogs slowly left
until only Senna still stood in the tiny clearing. She
dipped her head down to the freshly turned dirt until
her muzzle nearly touched it. Then she said four words,
the only four that ever mattered in this moment, the
perfect words. “Fly free little Hawk.” She whispered so
low that not even the wind could hear her.
A great bird soared overhead, it's lame foot hanging at
its side. And if you looked really closely, one wing was
slightly smaller than the other.
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