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Welcome to MEC
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A Word from the Principal:
Dear MEC Students,
Welcome to McDowell Early College!
As we embark on our journey for a new school year at McDowell Early College it is with
great excitement and anticipation. Each of you, whether you know it or not, are pioneers in
the quest for change in America’s high school educational system. Today’s high schools
must equip students for the global, knowledge-based economy of today.
Our focus is to graduate all students ready for college, careers and life. We expect our
students to meet the goals which have been set, to carry on tradition, and to make MEC a
better place. Our school motto is “Soaring toward opportunities, we help each other
succeed.” Faculty and students at MEC have a responsibility to each other to strive for
academic excellence as a community of learners. We respect each other’s differences and
celebrate each other’s successes.
On behalf of the faculty, we would like to welcome you to MEC. We look forward to
supporting all students in fulfilling their educational goals.
Sincerely,
Lisa M. Robinson

What Makes MEC Different?
NC Early College
•
•
•
•
•

A network of over 100 early colleges, school-within-a-school academies, and
redesigned high school throughout the state.
Created in 2003 by NC Governor and Education Cabinet with support from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and other businesses.
Encourages and supports innovation in high schools.
Strives to increase graduation rate.
Works to make skills Ready for College, Ready for Career, and Ready for Life.

Things are a little different here:

1. Students take college and high school classes at the same time to earn both a high
school diploma and associate’s degree.
2. All high school classes are taught at honors level.
3. Teachers get to know you and will approach you about academic, behavioral, and
personal issues. There is no disappearing here.
4. The school calendar is different. We start and end earlier than the traditional schools.
5. The daily schedule is different, with some year-long classes, some semester-long classes,
and a schedule for clubs, fitness, and other activities on Fridays.
6. We do things as a team. You are not just here to go to class and turn in assignments.
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7. You have Seminar classes in your schedule each year that are designed to help you be
more successful and to help you plan for college and career.

Design Principles (what guides our school)
1. Purposeful Design: Schools are designed and organized to achieve the goals of NC
New Schools. All programs and activities at the school reflect these goals and
extensive consideration and planning.
2. Powerful Teaching and Learning: Common standards and practices for teachers.
Rigorous lessons are designed to develop critical thinking, problem solving, and
communication skills.
3. Personalization: Students are well-known by staff members. Schedules and instruction
are adapted to help each student achieve his/her goals.
4. Ready for College: All students are offered classes that will qualify them for admission
to college. Students are taught skills that will help ensure success in college classes.
Students are supported in planning for college.
5. Redefined Professionalism: Teachers undergo extensive professional development and
training. Teachers take responsibility for the success of each student and constantly
strive to improve their instruction.
6. Leadership: Staff participates in the design of the school. Teachers take on
responsibility for carrying school programs and events.

Our Goals
In addition to our Mission and Vision statements (on the cover of this handbook) and
Core Academic Knowledge, we have several other goals, called competencies, for what
we hope you’re able to do when you leave us.
Competency 1: Care for and contribute to your community with collaboration,
leadership, and respect.
Competency 2: Take responsibility for your own learning, plan for your future college
and career, advocate for yourself, and persevere.
Competency 3: Ask good questions, solve complex problems, and think
critically/creatively.
Competency 4: Interpret and analyze text.
Competency 5: Understand and use numbers, data, mathematical formulas, and
finances.
Competency 6: Communicate clearly, elegantly, and creatively in a variety of
formats.
Competency 7: Use technology ethically and skillfully.

Teaching and Learning
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Instructional Strategies:
All early colleges are expected to use innovative and interactive strategies that help
students build critical thinking skills. Every student should read, write, think, and talk
everyday.
1. Questioning: Teachers use good questions to open conversation. Questions create
opportunities for student investigation and encourage students to analyze, create,
and evaluate. Students are expected to think beyond basic recall.
2. Scaffolding: Teachers help students connect prior knowledge to understand new
information. Teachers also give students a framework to understand text that they
read.
3. Literacy Groups: Students are given a structure to work together to understand and
discuss what they read. Students are given a role to play and a defined purpose within
the group.
4. Collaborative Group Work: Students are placed together in small groups with a
common purpose. Students may be grouped with students of different abilities or with
students on a similar level. Students are expected to contribute to the group and be
aware of the entire group’s work. Students build team-working skills to achieve a
common goal.
5. Classroom Talk: Students are allowed and encourage to voice their thoughts,
opinions, and questions. Talk may occur in pairs, small groups, or whole class. Over
time students’ comfort level increases and discussions can be pushed to a higher level.
6. Writing to Learn: Students use writing to develop their ideas, critical thinking, and
reasoning. Students are asked to predict, respond, express opinions, and propose
solutions. Over time, students also develop writing skills, such as grammar and
punctuation.

Instructional Tools:
Teachers use several methods to help build the strategies into classes.
1. Protocols: Specific structures for carrying out the strategies above (i.e. Jigsaw, ThinkPair-Share, Chalk Talk, Wagon Wheel, Exit Ticket).
2. Projects: Students are given a task or scenario for which they create a product that
includes subject-area content as well as other skills, such as communication or
technology. Examples include video creation, multimedia presentations, posters and
brochures, etc.
3. Laptops: Used for research, assignment completion, communication, and creation of
presentations.
4. Teacher Websites: Used to give instructions, provide information and resources, and
give expectations.
6. School GMail: Used to communicate directly with a particular student or to send
important information to an entire class or grade level. Students are expected to
check this at least once daily. Students should also check MTCC email or have it
forwarded to the student Gmail.
7. Google Classroom: a Learner Management System (LMS) that allows teachers to post
and collect class assignments, as well as provide feedback to students. Students are
expected to use Classroom to turn in assignments that are posted there and to
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examine returned assignments and feedback.

Levels of Thought (a.k.a. Bloom’s Taxonomy):

Notice the following list is in descending order. Lessons, activities, and assignments are
designed to encourage students to think at the higher levels as much as possible.
6. Creating: designing, producing, planning, filming, publishing, making
5. Evaluating: critiquing, experimenting, hypothesizing, judging, testing, checking
4. Analyzing: comparing, organizing, breaking apart, explaining reasons
3. Applying: carrying out, using, operating, implementing
2. Understanding: summarizing, inferring, interpreting, categorizing, classifying, explaining,
journaling, paraphrasing
1. Remembering: listing, describing, locating, identifying, defining, retrieving

What Instruction DOES NOT Look Like

1. Desks in rows
2. Students reading or working quietly
3. Only individual assignments
4. Reading a textbook and answering questions at the end of the chapter
5. Teacher lecturing and students taking notes most of the time
6. Test and quizzes as the only form of assessment
7. Book reports (the old-timey kind)
8. A “right” answer for everything
9. Only memorizing facts, dates, etc.
10. “Drill and Kill:” Repetitive problems or questions

High School Academics
All high school classes are taught at an honors level. This means you will do a high level
of rigorous work. You will have homework. You will do projects and presentations. If you
don’t do well on something the first time, you will continue to work on mastery.

High School Requirements:

All MEC students take the following classes for their high school diploma:
English I, II, III, & IV (college classes may fulfill some of these)
Math I, II, & III, and a 4th Math class (MAT 143 or above)
American History I & II (college classes may fulfill), World History (college class may
fulfill), and Civics and Economics
Earth/Environmental Science, Physical Science (or college Chemistry), & Biology
Seminar (all years)

Testing:
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Students take the following tests throughout their high school career:
• NC End-of-Course (EOC) tests in Math I, English II, and Biology
o For students who took Math I in 8th grade, the Math III NCFE will count as an EOC
• NC Final Exams in English I & IV; World History, and Civics and Economics;
Earth/Environmental Science and Physical Science; Math II & III
• PSAT—preliminary to the SAT offered to 10th and 11th graders (free to 11th graders)
• PreACT—preliminary to the ACT offered for free to all 10th graders
• ACT—test that can be used for college entrance, required by NC for all 11th graders
• CRC—career readiness test offered to all graduating seniors and super-seniors
• SAT—test that can be used for college entrance;
• ASVAB – Option test offered to students in 11th grade
• MAP – Given two to three times per year and used by teachers to remedy gaps in
learning

Honors Level
•
•
•
•

•

High school classes (with the exception of Foundations of Math I, Yearbook 1 and 2,
and all Seminars) are honors courses.
Teachers push students to do rigorous work and think critically.
Grades in Honors classes are weighted on GPAs
College courses earn 1 additional point
Grade

Unweighted

A
B
C
D
F

4
3
2
1
0

Weighted
(2014-2015 and
earlier)
5
4
3
2
0

Expectations for Honors classes
o Do homework
o Study
o Be a contributing group member
o Research

Weighted (after
2014-2015)
4.5
3.5
2.5
1.5
0

o Write papers
o Give presentations
o Do quality work and turn it in on time

• Beginning in the 2015/2016 school year, students repeating a course that was previously
failed will receive GPA points based on the new course grade. Courses that were
repeated, but were not failing grades, will reflect the GPA for both times the course was
taken.
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Transcripts
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Official record of your coursework
Shows all classes taken and grades earned
Sent to colleges when you apply
Earn 2: MEC and MTCC
o To request an MEC transcript use the link on the students tab of the school web site
o To request an MTCC transcript you will need to pick up and complete a form in the
business office. The cost for the MTCC transcript is $3.
College classes will be on both, so low grades can be doubly harmful.
Submitted with your college applications, so your final year won’t be on them yet.
Don’t wait until your final year to try to pull up your GPA!!!
To request a transcript for yourself or to send to a college or scholarship, turn in the form
available on the website to Mrs. Ingle. Form is under the STUDENTS tab.

Changing Schedules
•

•
•

Schedule changes can only occur during the MTCC DROP/ADD period. When the
drop/add period is over, there can be no more schedule changes for high school or
college classes.
Only for legitimate academic reasons, not for social reasons or preferences
Make request in writing and place in pocket on Mrs. Ingle’s door

Driver Eligibility
• Students must be passing 3 out of 4 classes to get their driver’s permit.
• See Mrs. Laughridge or Mrs. Frye for Driver Eligibility Certificate
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College Classes
Students begin taking college classes their 9th grade year. This requires maturity and selfdiscipline. Students must follow MTCC rules and regulations.

College Fees:

Students are expected to pay the fees for the college classes. These are determined by the
number of credit hours the student is taking. These fees must be paid before classes begin.
College fees must be paid to MTCC, MEC cannot take payments for college fees. College
fees must be paid in the MTCC business office. All checks must be make out to MTCC.

Dual Credit Classes:
Many college classes count for high school credit, also. Some will take the place of required
courses. Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, students can take the following to replace
high school core academics:
• ENG 231 or 232 for high school ENG III
II
• ENG 241 or 242 for high school ENG IV
• HIS 131 for high school American History
• HIS 132 for high school American History
• MAT 143, MAT 152, MAT 171, and 172 for fourth high school math
• Others will count as electives for high school.
Students’ eligibility to do the classes above will be determined during advising and
registration.
The college classes you take are determined by the requirements of your degree program.
Degrees are listed below.

Degrees:

Students can choose from any of the following associate’s degrees available at MTCC:
Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.)—these prepare students for jobs, NOT transfer to 4year schools
• Accounting
~$1500 kit)
• Advertising and Graphic Design
• Early Childhood Education
• Automotive Systems Technology
• Electrical Systems Technology
• Business Administration
• Health Information Technology
(concentrations available in
• Industrial Systems Technology
Marketing and Retailing or
• Office Administration
Operations Management)
• Photographic Technology (student
• Computer Information Technology
must purchase ~$800 camera)
• Computer Integrated Machining
• School-Age Education
• Cosmetology (student must purchase
• Web Technologies
Associate in Arts Degree (A.A.)
• For students transferring to Liberal Arts program at a 4-year college
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Associate in Science Degree (A.S.)
• For students transferring to science program at a 4-year college
Associate in Engineering (A.E)
• For students transferring to engineering program at a 4-year college

Advising and Registration
Declaring MTCC major: done at end of 9th grade year in Seminar
1. Student and one parent attend the Declaration of Major meeting
2. Complete Declaration of Major Form from Dr. Cline
3. Student and parent must sign
Changing MTCC major:
1. Complete new Data Change Form from Dr. Cline
2. Get parent signature
3. Inform Mrs. Ingle and Dr. Cline by giving them a copy of the form
• A change of major will affect a student’s credits and may change his/her graduation
date and/or ability to complete the chosen degree.
Registering
1. Mrs. Ingle and/or Dr. Cline come to Seminar classes before registration each semester
2. Students complete Registration Data Sheet based on the requirements for their major
3. Mrs. Ingle and Dr. Cline officially register students in MTCC system
4. SUMMER REGISTRATION – Students may take summer classes if they are required by the
program of study or the following conditions are met:
o GPA that reflects that all grades are a C or higher in all college classes
o Student is in 10th grade
o Special permission required to take more than 1 summer class
o Any codes or textbooks (not currently owned by MEC) must be purchased by
the student/their family.
Course Registration Information
• High school course scheduling takes priority over college course scheduling due to high
school diploma requirements.
• Students are only allowed to register for evening college courses if they are sixteen
years or older. Students should not register for courses that begin before 8:30 or
continue past 2:30 unless they have guaranteed transportation.
• Students should not register for college courses on Fridays. The only exceptions are
graduates who will need the course to complete their degree and students who are in
sequenced programs that only offer one section of a required course.
• Students are encouraged to register for only one online course per semester. Students
who choose to enroll in additional online courses will be required to attend academic
support (regardless of their grade level) for each online course beyond one.
• Strength in scheduling is encouraged for all students. Colleges and universities expect
to see that students continue to challenge themselves as they get closer to
graduation. Using electives to correlate with areas of interest after graduation is
beneficial.
• Students must have all library fees paid and books returned before they can register.
• If a student chooses to drop a course, they are expected to reimburse MEC for the cost
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of the textbook and/or access code.
• In order to withdraw from a college course, students must first complete a request to
drop form (outside of Mrs. Ingle’s office) and be approved. Students are not allowed
to request a drop directly from the instructor without prior approval from the high
school. Students will receive notification of the status of their request via email.
• Registration for all courses is subject to the discretion of the principal, college liaison and
school counselor based on the student’s observed needs and past performance in
courses.

College Textbooks
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provided by MEC for classes within your major
If you take any additional classes, you will need to buy the book
Checked out through MEC library
Should be checked out during dates and times posted
Books that are turned in after the due date will be assessed a fine of $0.05 per day with
a maximum fine of $5.
Students who take courses at community colleges other than MTCC will be responsible
for purchasing textbooks.
Students will be expected to reimburse the school for lost books.
If a book is damaged to the point of no longer being usable, the student will reimburse
the school for the book.
If a student drops or fails a class for which a new book or class code (e.g. My
MathLab) has been purchased, the student will be expected to reimburse the school
for book.

Failing College Classes

If your MTCC GPA is lower than 2.0, you will be unable to complete the Associate’s Degree.
We will then recommend that you go to McDowell High School to complete your high school
diploma.
Early Alerts
• Students will receive Early Alerts from instructors if they are in danger of failing or if they
are having attendance issues.
• Seen by Mrs. Robinson and Dr. Cline
• Schedule changes may be made to help students be more successful. Early Alerts
can also be used to make decisions about registration for future classes.
• Given to Seminar teachers and/or support class teachers to discuss with students and
alert parents
Dropping College Class
1. All students at MEC are required to always keep a minimum of 4 classes.
2. Complete the Request to Drop form outside Mrs. Ingle’s office
3. Include all info about course, reason for dropping, and contact email
4. Parents will receive call informing them of request
5. Mrs. Ingle, Dr. Cline, and Mrs. Robinson must sign
6. If a textbook was purchased that semester for that class, the student will reimburse the
school. Payment will be made to the Mrs. Frye.
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Student Supports
Academic Support
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Supervised time to work on assignments
Assistance from trained support staff
9th and 10th graders attend any period they are not scheduled in an academic high
school or college class.
9th and 10th should go directly to Academic Support if a college class is cancelled or
dismissed early.
11th-13th graders in online classes: assigned one period of Academic Support for each
online course beyond one (3 online courses=2 Academic Support periods). These
periods should be used specifically to work on online courses.
11th and 12th (non-graduating) grades: assigned Academic Support based on
unweighted high school GPAs:
11th grade:
12th grade:
o 3.8 or higher = 0 periods
o 3.3 or higher = 0 period
o 3.6-3.79 = 1 period
o 3.0-3.29 = 1 period
o 3.4-3.59 = 2 periods
o 2.8-2.99 = 2 periods
o 3.2-3.39 = 3 periods
o 2.79 or lower = 3 periods
Graduating Seniors: assigned subject-specific college support if their college GPA is
below 3.0.

Academic Probation
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Designed to offer additional support and incentive to students who are not performing
well making a D or F) in high school and/or college classes.
Assigned for the semester after a low or failing grade.
Students lose campus privileges (café, library, etc.) and are not able to drive to school.
Any time not in a scheduled class is spent in Academic Support, where students are
expected to work on assignments, especially in the classes they are struggling in.
If a student receives an Early Alert from a college class, indicating academic or
attendance problems before the end of the semester, he/she may be assigned one
period of Academic Support without loss of other privileges.
If a student drops a college class due to attendance or failing grades, he/she will be
assigned Academic Support. Academic Probation will occur the following semester.
All students who have a GPA below 3.0 will be assigned 2 class periods of Academic
Support per week.
Academic probation lasts a minimum of 6 weeks from the first day of the semester.
Students will be placed back on Academic Probation if they receive another Early
Alert during the semester.

Turning Work In On Time & Lunch Detention
•
•

Quality work must be turned in on time
Students who do not turn in work when it is due may be required to call parents and/or
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•
•

•
•

stay after school to complete work.
Students who do not turn in work by the next class period or who turn in work late
twice in the same week will be assigned lunch detention.
LUNCH DETENTION: Students assigned to lunch detention must arrive within the first 10
minutes of their lunch period. Failure to report within the first 10 minutes will result in an
additional day of lunch detention.
Parents of students who repeatedly fail to do work on time will be called in for a
conference with teacher, principal, and student.
Students can be placed on contract for failure to do work.

Saturday Academy
•
•
•
•
•
•

9am-12 on most Saturdays in the MEC building, room 4-26/27
Students need to enter the building using the glass doors across from the main office.
These will be the ONLY doors unlocked.
Students should bring computer and assignments.
For attendance make-up AND for students who are behind in their classes.
Students and parents will receive notification by Friday if they need to attend Saturday
Academy. They must attend that Saturday or the following Saturday.
Failure to attend Saturday Academy when assigned for attendance make-up will
result in assignment to BOOST.

Tutoring
•
•
•

Many teachers have particular days for after-school tutoring
By appointment after school and during planning periods
Subject specific tutoring labs will be available to students who need extra help.
Students can be assigned to attend these labs.

ARC Lab
•
•
•

ARC=Academic Resource Center: College Instructors have scheduled times they are
available to help students
Practice programs to prepare for tests
Can be used as computer lab to work on assignments
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Supportive Grading
Belief Statement:
We believe students should be encouraged and supported while pursuing mastery of
academic content and 21st Century Skills. Traditional grading sometimes punishes a student
if they are not initially successful. Students should be allowed to continue to work to master
content and skills so those skills can be built upon in future lessons. Allowing a student to
accept a low grade and move on can continue to cause academic shortfalls in the future.
We believe a student should be rewarded for continuing to work and master content.

What It Looks Like:
1. Teachers write “objectives” based on what NC requires them to teach in their subject.
2. Assignments and activities are designed to help students learn the skills and content in
those objectives.
3. Students’ work and understanding are assessed by the teacher to determine how well
they have “mastered” the content/skills.
4. Students receive feedback on their mastery level, along with comments and questions
to help them improve.
5. Students can revise and resubmit work and/or complete alternative assignments to
“prove mastery” if they don’t do so the first time.

Accomplishment Levels and What They Mean
•
•
•
•

Accomplished=”A-level” work
Proficient=”B-level” work
Not yet proficient=”C-level” work
A legitimate attempt=”D-level” work

•
•

Grades on Report Cards
•
•
•
•

•

Turned in but not a legitimate attempt
(“Junk work”)=”F-level work”
Work that is not turned in will receive a 0.

Indicate the average level of mastery of all the objectives covered up to that point.
DO NOT average together at the end--what matters is where students are at the end
of the year.
Year-end grades go on transcripts.
In 2015-16, students in 10th-13th grades will be graded on the traditional 7-point
grading scale:
o A=93-100
o D=70-76
o B=85-92
o F=0-69
o C=78-84
Students entering 9th grade in the 2015-16 school year will be graded on the 10-point
scale:
o A=90-100
o D=60-69
o B=80-89
o F=0-59
o C=70-79
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Student Expectations
1. Students should turn in assignments during class on the due date and do their best
work the first time.
2. Students should complete missing assignments as soon as possible. Failure to do so will
result in assignment to lunch detention or Saturday Academy.
3. Students should continue to work to become proficient at objectives that they have
not mastered yet. This can be done repeatedly but should not be put off until the last
minute or the week before reports cards.
4. Students who are absent have three school days to make up assignments. (Example: If
a student is out on Tuesday, the work is due on Friday.)
5. Students should monitor PowerSchool regularly to know what they are missing and/or
what their progress is. They should communicate this information with their parents.
6. Students should contact their teachers face-to-face or by school email with questions
or concerns about a class.
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Academic Integrity
Being honest about your schoolwork is of utmost importance. You should ALWAYS do your
own work. Cheating and plagiarizing are stealing someone else’s ideas. If you don’t do
your own work, you are also not learning the content and skills you will need in future classes
and/or in your career. Would you want to go to a surgeon who cheated in his anatomy
class?

Plagiarism
Definition
To plagiarize is defined as:
• to steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one's own
• to use another's production without crediting the source
• to commit literary theft
• to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source
All of the following are considered plagiarism

o turning in someone else's work as your own (e.g. copying homework)
o copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit (e.g. copying and
pasting from the Internet)
o failing to put a quotation in quotation marks
o giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation
o changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit
(e.g. using synonyms for some words in the sentence)
o copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your
work, whether you give credit or not
o allowing someone to copy your work or hand in your work as their own.
(Source: “Plagiarism 101,” plagiarism.org)

Consequences for Plagiarism and Cheating

At many colleges, any form of plagiarism is grounds for at least failing the course. It can also
mean having to appear in Honor Court and possibly being asked to leave the school. It is
serious business! At MEC, we hope to train you how to avoid accidental plagiarism by
teaching you about how and when to paraphrase, quote, and cite. But, you should never
knowingly copy information from a book or the Internet or from your classmates.
1st offense: Up to the teacher and parent will be contacted
2nd offense: BOOST
Repeated offenses can be grounds for not returning to MEC.
Paying someone to do your assignments OR receiving payment for doing someone else’s work
will result in automatic assignment to out of school suspension and can be grounds for not
returning to MEC.
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Seminar
Seminar is a required yearly class designed to help students understand early college, build
success in MTCC classes, prepare for college after MEC, and build career skills. It was
instituted to support students in the transition to college classes and to prepare them for
better success after graduating from MEC. Here are some sample activities:
• Learning a college campus
(PSAT, PLAN, ACT, SAT, CRC)
• Understanding a syllabus
• Writing résumés and cover letters
• College vocabulary
• Interview skills
• Understanding transcripts and GPA
• ePortfolio prep
• Choosing a MTCC major
• Healthy living
• Advising and registration
• Financial literacy
• Time and stress management
• Senior Year:
• Goal Setting
o College Applications
• Note-taking and study skills
o Personal Statements
• College exploration
o Scholarships
• Career exploration
o FAFSA (Financial Aid)
• Examining 21st century skills
o Job Shadowing
• Preparation and follow-up for tests
****Seminar is important part of the early college curriculum. It is valuable to help students
be successful at MEC and MTCC, as well as in their future colleges and careers. Students
should treat their class activities and assignments as important and not as “extra work” or
time to work on other classes.
**** Beginning the 2015-16 school year, Seminar will be a graded course.

e-Portfolios
MEC has several overall goals for what we hope students will be able to do when they
graduate. Students use a website to gather evidence from their schoolwork that they can
meet these goals, as well as to collect information about themselves and what they have
learned and accomplished in school. The process of collecting artifacts and writing about
them also helps students understand what they are learning and why they are learning it
and encourages students to reflect on their performance and strive for improvement. The
portfolio builds from year to year, so students can track their progress and growth. It is a
chance for students to show off and prove they can do what they say they can do!
7 Competencies, based on the academic and skill goals of the school and NC New Schools:
1. Care for and contribute to your community with collaboration, leadership, & respect.
2. Take responsibility for your own learning, plan for your future college and career,
advocate for yourself, and persevere.
3. Ask good questions, solve complex problems, and think critically and creatively.
4. Interpret and analyze text and use textual evidence.
5. Understand and use numbers, data, mathematical formulas, and finances.
6. Communicate clearly, elegantly, and creatively in a variety of formats.
7. Use technology ethically and skillfully.
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Beginning in school year 2017-2018, students will be documenting four academic
components from various areas of study. The areas of study are Humanities and Languages
(English & Literature, Writing, Public Speaking, Spanish and other languages), Social Sciences
(History, Civics & Economics, Psychology, and Sociology), Natural & Mathematical Sciences
(Biology, Physical Science, Chemistry, Math, and Statistics), and Action, Service, College &
Career Planning, Technology (Seminar, Community Service, Club Activities, others as
approved by Seminar Teachers). Students will be writing up these components using the
KNOW, THINK, ACT, GO protocol which will be taught to them in their Seminar Classes.
Also includes:
• personal biography
• yearly goals
• academic record

•
•

résumé of activities and accomplishments
community service log

Graduating Year Expectations:
• update personal biography, academic record, community service log
• goals and plans for graduating year and life after MEC
• upload formal résumé document
• upload personal statements and any other college essays
• job shadowing reflection
• list of colleges applied to and scholarships applied for with results
• SAT/ACT/CRC scores
Other possible uses: college, scholarship, and job applications and interviews.
Procedures:
• 4 checkpoints through the year: fall conference, end of 1st semester, spring
conference, end of year.
• Use the guidelines document and website and example ePortfolio to guide set-up and
writing of competencies, artifacts, and other pages.
• 9th graders should use Google Sites. Older students may use other platforms (e.g. Prezi,
S’more, Bulb, Wix, etc.) but should provide a link from the original ePortfolio and
update ongoing pages (e.g. Academic Record, Résumé) on the original.

Student-Led Conferences
•
•
•
•
•

Not like traditional Parent-Teacher Conferences.
Puts the student in charge. He/she explains what he/she has been doing in school.
Increases student ownership of learning, responsibility for preparation, and
communication and presentation skills.
Mandatory, not optional. Fulfills objectives in Seminar. Students will receive an
incomplete until conference is completed.
Procedure:
o 1 week mid-semester in fall and 1 week mid-semester in spring
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•
•

o Students sign up for a time through Seminar
o Conducted with MEC teachers, not necessarily your classroom teachers
o Present highlights from ePortfolio
o Discuss goals and progress on them.
o Discuss progress in college classes, grades ,and any plans for improvement
Students will complete a planning document in Seminar
Students should bring the following to the conference:
o Computer with ePortfolio already pulled up
o Any assignments or other artifacts you are going to talk about

Attendance
You cannot afford to get behind in either your high school or college classes. Therefore, at
MEC we have a stricter attendance policy than the rest of the county.
• If you are absent more than 4 class periods in a semester, you will make up that time
hour for hour in Saturday Academy in order to receive credit for that course.
• If you are absent more than 8 times in a course, you will have a meeting to determine
if you can receive credit for the course.
• If you miss more than 2 Fridays in a semester, you will make up that time in Saturday
Academy.
• We do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences.

Tardies
•
•

•

•

Starting with the 2nd tardy, students will stay for 30 minutes after school with that
teacher on that day.
Student can make up tardies with up to 2 teachers per day. (Example: Joe is tardy in
both history and math. He stays with the history teacher from 2:30-3:00 and math
teacher from 3:00-3:30.)
Older students who leave school earlier than 2:30 will stay with Mrs. Laughridge, who
will document the time. The teacher may elect to have the student stay in his/her
room.
Students must stay the entire 30 minutes and must work on something academic or
read.

Signing In
•
•
•

11th through 13th graders must sign in and out at the front office every day.
This is how we know where you are and that you’re keeping up with your classes.
This is an important record for us to have.
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Planning for College & Career
A big part of our goal at MEC is to help you be better prepared for life after you leave us.
This can be a hard decision for teens to make. Not everyone will be 100% sure, but we want
you to begin thinking about these decisions early, exploring your options, and making sure
you understand any requirements of your chosen colleges and careers.

College Visits

• Approximately 2 per year by grade level
• Required, even if you don’t think you want to go to that school. Participation will be
part of your Seminar grade.
• If you are absent, you will need to arrange your own visit or go with another grade level
and turn in a written summary to your Seminar teacher.
• Opportunity for an overnight trip to visit school further away
• To understand what college academics and student life are like
• To learn about the application process
• To help determine what you’re looking for in a college
• You should visit any campus you are considering attending!!

Senior Year
•
•
•
•
•

Can be very busy and stressful
Seminar will be very important
College applications
Writing (and rewriting) your personal statement and college application essays
Searching for and applying for scholarships

FAFSA
•
•
•
•
•
•

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
ALL students applying to college should complete
Qualifies you for federal aid programs and various types of grants and loans
Also used by colleges to determine eligibility for school-based financial aid & scholarships
Requires tax and income information from your family
FAFSA Day held by MTCC

Job Shadowing
Why we provide this opportunity:
We believe that every student needs to have the opportunity to job shadow a professional in
the career of his or her choice prior to graduation from MEC. Because students graduate
and are able to transfer directly into their chosen major, it is vital that students have an understanding of the careers they want to pursue, as well as requirements to get into that field.
Job shadowing is a great opportunity for students to get a taste of that real world experience.
How to get connected:
• Listen for announcements in seminar that will prompt you to make an appointment
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You should anticipate being placed during your 12th grade year (if you are on the 5
year plan) or during your 11th grade year (if you are on the 4 year plan)
• A Google Doc will be shared with you that allows you to make an appointment with
her to discuss your career goals and interests as well as your availability. The earliest
you should anticipate meeting with her is mid-September.
• An appropriate job shadowing experience for your area of interest. Continue to
check your email for details from me about your job shadowing date, where to go,
what to wear, etc.
• Job shadowing will not be arranged for you without you first meeting with the College
and Career Coach.
• Important Note: Due to laws regulating health professions, it is extremely difficult to
place students in job shadowing opportunities in this field (this also includes mental
health professions). Therefore, if healthcare is your true area of interest, then you are
encouraged to participate in the summer VolunTeen program run through McDowell
Hospital. Applications are always available during April, and are due in early May.
Otherwise, you will need to choose a career field that you are able to shadow.
Expectations of MEC Students in Job-Shadowing:
• This is a one-day opportunity. Plan to stay the entire work day, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Show up on time and dressed appropriately for your profession.
• Be prepared to buy your lunch or take lunch with you.
• Be an active learner. You are there to learn more about the profession- and this
requires a sense of openness from you. So, show up with your best self, ready to learn,
observe and help where you can.
• Ask the person you are job shadowing for a business card, and bring it back to the
College and Career Coach. This acts as proof of your attendance, and it also helps
arrange future placements.
• If something should happen to prevent you from attending the job shadowing on the
day arranged (like illness or another emergency), please contact Mrs. Hood ASAP.
• When you arrive, let the person you are job shadowing know that you have questions
you are required to ask them.
• Ask the person you are job shadowing the questions provided for you (about 10).
• Complete a reflection on your job shadowing experience when you return.
• Write a thank you note to the person you job shadowed when you return to MEC.
•
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MEC Family
MEC isn’t just about classes. We also want to build relationships between students and staff
and among students. So each student is assigned to a Family.
• Meet every Friday
• Usually stay in the same Family for all years at MEC
• Participate in team-building and reflection activities
• Sometimes have friendly competition among Families
• Can be a place to address concerns or bring up ideas
• Work together on special events, like Family Night and Summer Bridge
• Sometimes join with another Family in an “Extended Family” for some activities
• Schedule and complete Student-Led Conferences

Trips
MEC believes that sometimes students learn best outside of the classroom and that travel
can expose students to new ideas and experiences that can open their eyes or ignite a
passion that can affect what they want to do with the rest of their lives.

Summer Bridge
Every student is required to attend
1 night during the first two weeks of school
Fun activities and team-building at an outdoor camp or retreat center
Builds relationships within Families and as a school
To get to know new students
Has a theme around which activities are planned, possibly including skits, music,
competitions, and low and high ropes courses.
• Students are expected to pay half of the cost. The school pays the remainder.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overnight Trips
• 1 overnight trip (2-3 nights) for each grade level:
o 9th—Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont near Townsend, TN
o 10th—Washington, D.C.
o 11th—NC Universities and Beaches
o 12th & 13th—Senior Trip (optional)
• Students who do not participate in their grade’s trip will meet with Mrs. Robinson and will
not be allowed to go on optional overnight trips. This does not apply to the 12th & 13th
grade fun trip.

Other Trips
Optional:
• Plays and musical performances
• Skiing and other recreation

• Carowinds and/or Dollywood
• Other overnight destination
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Not optional:
• Club or class-related field trips

Fundraising
•

•
•

Multiple opportunities throughout the year
o Variety Show
o Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
o Raffle Baskets
o Pies, candy, etc.
Students should work to help pay for trips and other expenses, such as yearbook & prom.
***Student scholarships are sometimes available for overnight trips. Students who
receive scholarships must participate in fundraising.
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Community Service
At MEC, we believe it is important to give back to the community that has supported us.
What is Community Service? Work completed for the benefit of others. This is not paid work
and is done to benefit a non-profit organization. This is your opportunity to give back to your
community.

Why we do it:
•
•
•
•
•

Help improve our school and community
Learn about and help address needs
Learn about and engage with agencies and organizations in our community
Learn more about ourselves by giving
Possibly find something you’re passionate about and want to do as a career

Requirements:
• 150 hours to graduate: 30 per year if on 5-year plan; 38 per year if on 4-year plan

Procedures:

1. Choose an organization you would like to work with, come up with a project to
address a need in your community, or sign up to participate in a school-organized
project. Projects should benefit school or community. You should not receive any
compensation. If in doubt about whether a project qualifies, check with your seminar
teacher or Mrs Robinson.
2. Contact the organization or the people you want to help.
3. Set up a schedule, learn any guidelines or procedures, attend any training necessary.
4. Take a Community Service Form (available outside Mrs. Ingle’s office) with you.
5. Do your community service.
6. Get the signature of your supervisor or the people you are helping.
7. Turn in the form.
8. Log your hours on a spreadsheet in Google Drive.

Other info:
•
•

Colleges like community service, but they like to see that you have invested in projects
and stuck with them rather than doing a bunch of random hours here and there.
If you get paid, it isn’t community service.

Some Examples of Acceptable Community
Service:
McDowell Hospital
Hospice
Animal Rescues (Brother Wolf, Rusty’s Legacy, McDowell County Animal Shelter (18+),
Healing Hearts Small Animal Rescue, Mercy Fund Animal Rescue)
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Friendship Home for Women and Children
Fabulous Finds Consignment Shop
McDowell Mission Ministries
Local Churches (not including regular worship, classes, events or performing religious duties)
McDowell Trails Association
Relay for Life
Goodwill
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
American Red Cross (contributing to a blood drive counts as 2 hours)
Corpening Memorial YMCA
McDowell Senior Center
Charles George VA Medical Center
Foothills Community Theatre
Volunteer Fire Department / EMS (must be from active service such as
cleaning/maintenance of vehicles/equipment or responding to calls)
All opportunities advertised to students from MEC staff via email

Membership/regular meeting attendance for organizations such as scouts or youth groups
do not count toward community service, however service performed through and/or
organized by these groups may count toward community service upon approval through
MEC.
Students may only volunteer at local schools with permission of the MEC principal and the
receiving principal. Arrangements to volunteer at a school must be made well in advance.
Students may receive a maximum of 8 service hours per day.
Students participating in the Ecuador trip with either receive Spanish course credit or
community service hours, not both.
No more than 75 hours may be completed (for credit) with a single organization/group.

Community Service is not helping at a business. Even if you are working for free, this is not
considered community service. For example, helping at a friend’s landscaping business by
raking leaves for free, is not community service. However, raking leaves for an elderly person
in the community does count as community service. Volunteering at a free clinic does
count as community service, but volunteering at a private physician’s office does not. If the
organization or individual will benefit financially from your assistance, it is not community
service.
Babysitting is not community service, unless it is for an organization such as the Friendship
Home or a local school that is offering the service as part of an activity for the community.
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Pet-sitting and house-sitting are not community service.
Community service is not work performed for family and/or friends.
All community service must be documented. Until it is documented, it does not count.
Beginning with the 18-19 school year, documentation must be turned in during the semester
in which the service was completed.
MEC requires all students to complete a minimum of 150 hours of community service.
Students who have not completed their community service requirement by prior to
graduation will have their diploma and transcript held until documentation showing
completion is provided.
If you are in doubt, apply for approval!
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Community Service Approval Request

Student Name __________________________________
Today’s Date __________________________________
Seminar Teacher _______________________________
Please fill in all the information below regarding the requested community service opportunity:
Organization/Group _______________________________________________
Location ________________________________________________________
Supervisor name _________________________________________________
Work to be completed _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

This request

is

is not

approved.

___________________________________

_____________________

Principal/Seminar Instructor

Date
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Staying Informed
MEC is a busy place!! Things are always happening! We try to plan things in advance and
communicate that to students and parents. Please keep up with what’s going on, so you
can be a fully involved member of the school. Also, sometimes things change or have to be
adapted quickly. That’s when extra important to know how to get information.

Communication in classes
• Seminar—frequent info about dates, trips, upcoming stages in the registration and
planning process.
• Family—updates on and planning for school-wide events, scheduling conferences

School Gmail
• Username: first name and last 4 digits of your student ID (lunch number)
• Password: eagles and 4 randomly generated digits
• Check at the beginning of 1st period everyday after the pledge. Students will also be
required to check email in Academic Support
• Also used frequently by teachers to communicate with classes and/or grade levels
• May be used to communicate about classes and assignments.
• Should also check MTCC email regularly or have it forwarded to school Gmail.

Google Classroom
Teacher post assignments and other class info
Provides a record of students’ work and teacher feedback
Check daily in each class that uses it
Use to turn in posted assignments
• Review returned assignments and feedback
• Use to revise and resubmit work as expected by teachers
•
•
•
•

PowerSchool

Used to post assignment grades
Also computes and posts term and final grades
• Check daily
• Read any teacher comments revise and resubmit work as instructed by teachers
•
•

School Website
•
•
•
•
•

Official school calendar of all school days, half days, work days, and holidays
Calendars for traditional schools, as well
Important announcements for parents and students about upcoming events
Inclement weather
Lots of important links on the left side
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• Links to teacher websites

Facebook groups
• Parent and student groups
• Posts and reminders about upcoming events, deadlines, opportunities, etc.
• Can be used to ask questions and post ideas. ***Before you ask a question, check
other sources of information (i.e. school calendar) first.
• Should NEVER be used to post negative information about individuals.
• If you have a complaint or individual issue, it is best to address it in person or via email
with a teacher, the counselor, or the principal.

ParentLink
•
•
•
•

Phone alert system
Calls from the county (e.g. inclement weather)
Calls from the school with important information about events
PLEASE keep your phone number updated.

Updating Your Contact Info
If your contact info changes, please give all the new information to Ms. Laughridge ASAP.
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Computers
McDowell County Schools provides laptops for every student. This is a privilege, not a right.
Students should use the computers as instructed and for school-related purposes.

Fee
Computer Fee
The Chromebook premium is a ONE-TIME PAYMENT that covers the life of a student’s
Chromebook during his/her career at McDowell Early College. The fee for students entering
MEC during the 2018-2019 school year is $55.
**One-time Chromebook is non-refundable. Chromebooks are considered one of the primary
educational resources at McDowell Early College. All students are required to have a
computer. Students may bring their own computer, but they accept the risk of damages,
theft, etc. For a list of what is covered and not covered by Chromebook fee, see the full
insurance document in Appendix C.

Fees

Insurance Claims Deductibles per school year (paid by user upon incident)
Type of Damage
Deductible per Incident
1 broken screen
$10
2 or more broken screens
$20 per occurrence (up to 3 total)
Chromebook Loss and Intentional Damage $349
Replacement Charger
$40
st

nd

Inappropriate Use
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Using social networking sites or YouTube while at school
Playing games during class
Using the computer to threaten or bully another person, student or otherwise
Using the computer to cheat on assignments
Using the computer to conduct personal business
Using the computer to communicate false or misleading information
Taking or sharing inappropriate photos and/or video
Using the computer on the bus
*** See Appendix C for additional guidelines on acceptable use

Monitoring and Consequences
The computers and everything on them are school property. The school reserves the right to
monitor their use at any time.
1st offense: Student becomes a day user for 2 weeks
2nd offense: Student becomes a day user for 1 month
3rd offense: Student becomes a day user for the rest of the year
****Abandoning your laptop (leaving it unattended) will result in the same consequences.
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Fridays
Fridays at MEC have a completely different schedule. Fridays will consist of Family meetings,
an All School Meeting, and four hour-long sessions for clubs, movement, and student-interestbased classes. All School Meetings will be used to discuss announcements, upcoming
events, and celebrations.
Friday classes will meet for the entire year, and all students are expected to participate in
their assigned classes. As a result, students should bring appropriate materials, including their
laptops, to school on Fridays. Students should also bring a change of clothes for their
movement classes.
All 9th - 11th grade students will be expected to participate in all four Friday class sessions.
These students will also be required to participate in one movement class. In addition to
taking a movement class, all 9th grade students will be required to complete an Empowered
Citizens course.
12th and 13th graders will be required to participate in a minimum of two Friday sessions in
addition to Family and All School Meeting. Seniors and Super-Seniors who are currently on
Academic Probation will be required to attend four Friday classes, Family, and All School
Meeting. Thus, they will be expected to be at school for the entire day from 8:30 am-2:30 pm.
Typical Friday Schedule:
8:30 - 9:15
1st Block (Club)
9:15 - 10:00
2nd Block (Club)
10:00 - 10:30 All School Meeting
11:00 - 11:45 Family
11:45 - 12:30 Lunch
12:30 - 1:30
3rd Block
1:30 - 2:30
4th Block
Students may choose to sign up for the clubs, interest-based classes, and movement classes
listed below. Some sessions tend to fill up quickly, so students may not be assigned to their
first or second choice class.

Clubs
Key Club (leadership and service, associated with Kiwanis)
Interact Club (leadership and service, associated with Rotary)
• Fellowship of Christian Students (FCS)
• National Honor Society (NHS)
•
•

Interest-Based Classes (subject to change)
Arts & Crafts
Broadcasting
Chimes
• Choir
• Cooking

Creative Writing
Drama
Drawing
• Empowered Citizens
• Fiber Arts & Knitting

•
•
•

•
•
•
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Forensic Science
International Studies
• Journalism

Mentoring 101
Sketching & Water Color
• Strategy Games

•
•

•
•

Movement
All students participate in a movement activity.
• Basketball
• Walking
• Cheerleading
• Wii Fitness & Aerobics
• Dance
• YMCA
• Team Sports
All 9th - 11th grade students must participate in at least one movement activity.
****Students may suggest classes/clubs for future consideration. However, classes must meet
a minimum number of participants to make.
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Student Expectations
Classroom Behavior
•
•
•
•
•

Be on time
Come prepared (with laptop, materials, and assignments)
Respect the teacher and other students
Follow directions
Have a positive attitude

Lunch & Leaving Campus
•
•
•
•

11th-13th graders have the privilege of eating lunch in the college café.
This does NOT include leaving campus for lunch.
Older students should also not get lunch for younger students.
You should only leave campus if you have a 3-hour or longer break in your schedule.

Dress Code

***Additional information in Appendix D.
Girls:
• Shorts should be no more than 4 inches above the knee
• No racer back tanks
• No spaghetti straps
• Straps must be 2 inches (approximately 3 fingers) wide
• No see-through tops
• No low cut tops
• Clothes should not be too tight
Boys:
• Underwear should be covered
• No tank-tops
• Hats are up to individual teachers in the classroom
All: No clothing with inappropriate message (e.g. tobacco, alcohol, drugs, sex, racial slurs)
Consequences:
• Students will be asked to change and/or cover up
• Record of the incident in the office
• Multiple offenses will result in assignment to C-Stop. Continued offense will result in
recommendation not to continue at MEC.

Public Display of Affection (PDA)

Students should not engage in any public display of affection while on campus. This
includes:
• Kissing
• Touching under the table
• Hugging
• Rubbing arms, legs, or back
• Leaning against each other
32

Consequences:
• Students will be asked to stop
• Record of the incident in the office
• Multiple offenses will result in assignment to C-Stop. Continued offense will result in
recommendation not to continue at MEC.

Cell Phones
Cell phones may be used during lunch and during class changes only. The office phone is
always available for students that need to call home during class. Students MAY NOT use
their cell phones (which include text messaging) when going to the restroom during a class.
Cell phones SHOULD NOT be taken to the restroom during class. Cell phones should be put in
the classroom container when entering the classroom. Ringers should be turned off before
putting them in the container. It is a violation of the policy for a cell phone to ring or vibrate
during class.
The cell phone policy also applies during the All School Meeting, Family time, and all
performances and presentations. Some school field trips will require that cell phones are
collected before performances or activities and returned to the students after completion of
the performance or activity.
McDowell Early College cell phone policy applies to all McDowell Technical Community
College classes as well. If a MTCC instructor informs MEC staff that a students is using their
cell phone (including text messaging) in class the student will not be allowed to bring their
cell phone to school. There is also the possibility of being dropped form the college class for
violation of the cell phone policy. MTCC cell phone policy prohibits the use of cell phones in
all classes.
Consequences for violations:
1st offense: Cell phone will be taken and kept in the office where it may be picked up after
school by the parent.
2nd offense: Cell phone will be taken and kept in the office where it may be picked up after
school by the parent.
3rd offense: Student will not be allowed to have a cell phone as school for the remainder of
the school year. No exceptions!
4th offense: Student will be recommended to Alternative School for the remainder of the
school year for continued insubordination.

Transportation and Drop-off

Car Riders:
• Should be dropped off and picked up in front of Building 19 (William H. Smith).
• Proceed outside to the courtyard. Do not enter any other buildings.
• Do not drop off behind Building 4 unless you have a medical necessity.
• Students not picked up by 3:00 should return to Building 4 to wait for parents’ arrival.
Bus Riders:
• Buses will drop off and pick up below the childcare loop between buildings 4 & 17.
• If buses arrive prior to 8:20, proceed outside to the courtyard or cafeteria.
• If buses arrive after 8:20 or if it is raining, enter Building 4 using the doors closest to
Academic Support (4-9).
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•

Do not use the childcare doors.

Limited Transportation
• Dates are listed on the school website and on the school calendar.
• Buses follow limited routes to designated pick-up/drop-off points around the county.
• On some half days, buses will follow regular routes in the morning and limited routes in
the afternoon. These are designated on the calendar by “Limited Transportation PM.”

MTCC Campus Privileges and Use

11th-13th graders
• Those in good academic standing are allowed to use all facilities (e.g. café, library,
ARC lab) on the MTCC campus. You may arrive late and leave early according to
you schedule, but you should not come and go between classes.
• Students lose the privileges if they are placed on Academic Probation or for
behavioral violations.
9th-10th graders
• Should go straight to and from college classes.
• Should go straight to Academic Support if a college class gets out early.
• Not allowed in the café at any time other than during lunch.
• Not allowed to use any vending machines other than in Building 4.
• May go to the library with teacher permission to obtain books or materials for class or
personal use. Should return immediately to class.
• May use the ARC Lab as required for college classes with MEC teacher permission.
Should return immediately to class.

Bullying
Definition
“Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school-aged children that involves a real
or perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be
repeated, over time. Both kids who are bullied and who bully others may have serious,
lasting problems.” (Source: “Bullying Definition,” stopbullying.gov)

4 Types
1. Verbal: Saying or writing mean things.
• Teasing
• Name-calling
• Inappropriate sexual comments
• Taunting
• Threatening to cause harm
2. Social: Hurting someone’s relationships or reputation.
• Leaving someone out on purpose
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• Telling others not to be friends with someone
• Spreading rumors about someone
• Embarrassing someone in public
3. Physical: Hurting someone’s body or possessions.
• Hitting, kicking, or pinching
• Spitting
• Tripping or pushing
• Taking or breaking someone’s things (includes knocking things to the ground)
• Making mean or rude hand gestures
4. Cyberbullying: Social or verbal bullying that takes place using electronic technology.
• Mean text messages or emails
• Rumors sent by email or posted on social networks
• Embarrassing pictures, videos, websites or fake profiles
Source: “Bullying Definition” & “Cyberbullying”, stopbullying.gov

Where and When It Happens
•
•
•
•

During school hours AND after school hours.
In school building, on playground, on athletic fields and court, in bathrooms, on the
bus.
Online!!!!
Even if specific bullying events don’t happen at school, the school can intervene
because it is affecting the recipient’s well being and all parties’ ability to be successful
at school.

What To Do If You’re Being Bullied
•
•

Seek help from a parent, teacher, counselor, principal, minister…ANY RELIABLE ADULT.
If you are uncomfortable, you can report it anonymously.

What To Do If You Witness Bullying
•
•
•
•
•

Step in and say something immediately.
Be kind to the victim.
Try to help the victim avoid situations where bullying occurs.
Recruit others to be kind and be around.
Report the problem to a parent, school staff, or other reliable adult.

Consequences
1st Offense: Discipline referral with warning and counseling. (Extreme cases can result in
immediate assignment to BOOST.)
2nd Offense: BOOST
3rd and after: Recommendation not to continue at MEC
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Leaving MEC
We know that MEC is not the right fit for everyone. We hope that you like it here and are
successful, but we’ve learned that keeping someone here who is unhappy or unsuccessful
makes life harder for everyone: the student, parents, teachers, the counselor, and the
principal.
• If you want to leave, we ask that you do so at the end of an academic year. This will
work better for your credits at McDowell High School or MAI.
• Each year, students sign a letter of intent that declares whether they intend to return to
MEC the next year or want to go to MHS or MAI.
• If a student is a consistent behavior or attendance problem, he/she will be
recommended to the traditional high school.
• If a student makes a D or F in 3 college classes, he/she will be unable to finish the
associate’s degree and will be encouraged to complete his/her high school diploma
at MHS.

Contracts
•
•
•
•
•

For failure to meet academic requirements. Students are informed of areas they need
to improve.
Students set individual goals related to those areas and keep documentation of work
on those goals.
Students meet with designated teachers for weekly progress reviews.
May be required to attend Saturday or after-school tutoring.
Contracts are reviewed by the staff at the end of the semester. Based on how well
the student has address his/her areas for improvement and goals, the student may:
o Be taken off contract.
o Have his/her contract continued for another semester.
o Be transferred to McDowell High School.
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Appendix A: Forms
MEC/MTCC Academic Plan
Registration Guidelines
MTCC Registration Data Sheet
Declaration of MTCC Major
Request to Drop a Course
Early Alert
Field Trip Permission
Community Service Form
Technology Support Request
Job Shadowing Questions
Transcript Request
Letter of Intent
Commitment Letters
Career/College Promise
NC Virtual Public High School
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29
30
32
33
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
54
55

MEC/MTCC Academic Plan
MEC Student Semester Schedule
Student: _____________________________
Program of Study:______________________________
College Courses:

High school courses

Yr1 Fall 20

Spring 20

Credits

Summer 20
Yr2 Fall 20

Spring 20

Credits

Summer 20
Yr3 Fall 20

Spring 20

Credits

Summer 20
Yr4 Fall 20

Spring 20

Credits

Summer 20
Yr5 Fall 20

Spring 20

Credits

Summer 20
Revision Dates:

Total Credits Earned:
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Guidelines for Registration at MEC
In order to take college courses, students must first meet the required standards on the Compass college
placement test. (Reading, Writing and Math) Students who are in the 11th grade are expected to
independently make appointments for the math test. Delaying testing can prevent students from being able
to complete their college degree, due to enrollment in developmental courses.
High school course scheduling takes priority over college course scheduling due to high school diploma
requirements.
All students in 9th and 10th grades are expected to be in academic support when they are not in a high school
or college course. This includes early dismissal from college classes.
Students are only allowed to register for evening college courses if they are sixteen years or older.
Students should not register for courses that begin before 8:30 or continue past 2:30 unless they have
guaranteed transportation.
Rising tenth grade students should only register for one college course in the fall with the possibility of two
courses in the spring. (Exceptions are made only if students have a minimum GPA of 3.5 or higher.)
Students cannot register for college courses on Fridays. The only exceptions are students who are graduating
and must have the course to complete their degree and students who are in sequenced programs that only
offer one section of a required course.
All students should only register for one online course per semester. Two courses may be permitted if
students maintain a minimum unweighted GPA of 3.5 or higher or if a student’s curriculum includes courses
that are only offered online. Students who choose to enroll in additional online courses will be required to
attend academic support (regardless of their grade level) for each online course beyond one.
College courses may be used as dual credit for the following required high school credits: ENG 231 or 232 for
English III, ENG 241 or 242 for English IV, BIO 111 and 112 for Biology, HIS 111 and 112 for World History, MAT
171 and 172 for AFM.
Remember increasing strength in scheduling college courses. Colleges and universities want to see that
students are continuing to challenge themselves as they get closer to graduation. Using electives to correlate
with areas of interest after graduation is helpful.
Students must have all library feed paid and books returned before they can be registered.
If a student chooses to drop a course, they are expected to reimburse MEC for the cost of the textbook and/or
the access code.
In order to withdraw from a college course, students must first complete a request to drop form (outside of
Mrs. Ingle’s office) and be approved. Students are not allowed to request the drop directly from the instructor
without prior approval from the high school. Students will receive notification of the status of their request
via email.
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Registration for all courses is subject to the discretion of the principal, college liaison and school counselor
based on the students observed needs and past performance in courses.
Clarification of college course section codes:
01, 02, 03, 20 – Day courses
06, 07 – Night courses
95, 96 – Online courses
40 – Hybrid day course (one day in class, one day online)
41 – Hybrid night course (one night in class, one day online)
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McDowell Early College
Declaration of Major
Student Name _______________________________
MTCC College Major ______________________________________
McDowell Early College students are eligible to declare their college major at the
end of their freshmen year. (Please see a complete list of degrees on the back of
form). After selecting their major, students will begin taking courses to complete
their course of study, as well as continue to complete their high school diploma
requirements. If a student wants to change their major, they will need to follow
these steps: complete a new Data Change Form in Mrs. Padgett’s office, get a
parent signature, and inform Mrs. Padgett and Mrs. Ingle by providing them with
a copy of the form. A change of major will affect a student’s credits and may
change the student’s graduation date.
If you do not see a major you are interested in declaring through the early
college, please see Mrs. Padgett for further discussion.

Student Signature _____________________________ Date ______________
Parent Signature ______________________________ Date ______________
Rev. 2/14

***RETURN THIS FORM TO THE FOLDER ON THE FRONT OF MRS.
PADGETT’S OFFICE, ROOM 4-18. ALL FORMS ARE DUE BY FRIDAY,
April 11, 2014.
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McDowell Technical Community College Degrees

Associate in Applied Science Degree (A.A.S.)

•

• Accounting
• Advertising and Graphic Design
• Automotive Systems Technology
Business Administration-Concentrations Available in:
Marketing and Retailing
Operations Management
• Computer Information Technology
• Computer Integrated Machining
• Cosmetology
• Early Childhood Education
• Electrical Systems Technology
• Health Information Technology
• Industrial Systems Technology
• Office Administration
• Photographic Technology
• School-Age Education
• Web Technologies

Associate in Arts Degree (A.A.)
College Transfer - Liberal Arts Program

Associate in Science Degree (A.S.)
College Transfer - Science Program
For descriptions of each program, please refer to the
2013-2014 Catalog and Student Handbook available online at:
http://www.mcdowelltech.edu/pdf/MTCC_Catalog.pdf
*Please note: The first set of A.A.S. degrees are specific to McDowell
Tech and will not transfer to four-year institutions. If a student wishes
to transfer to a four-year institution, they must choose from either the
A.A. degree or the A.S. degree.
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Student Request to Drop a Course
Students – Please complete all applicable sections of this form and place it in the box on Mrs. Ingle’s
door.
Student Name: ________________________________
Course to be dropped: __________________________
Reason for request: _______________________________________________
What have you done to avoid dropping this course? Check all that apply.
____ Met with instructor

___ Study Group

____ Tutoring in the ARC

____Other (specify) ______________________________________________
Student email: ________________________________
Continue to attend the course until you have been notified by email that a drop was/was not
approved.
Additional college courses you are taking this semester: __________________
_______________________________________________________________
Parent Name and Contact Phone Number: ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________
If the drop is approved, I understand that I will be expected to reimburse the school for the cost of the
book and/or course code. I also understand that my parents will be contacted regarding this drop. It
may or may not affect my ability to graduate on time.
_____________________________________
Student Signature

___________________
Date

For staff use only

Textbook/Code Fee (if applicable): ___________________
Impact on student’s plan and/or graduation: ____________________________
________________________________________________________________
Parent Contact: __________________________________________________
Other Notes: ____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Staff Signatures: _________________________________________________
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McDowell Technical Community College
“Early Alert Form”
For All High School Students: Huskins, Dual/Concurrent, Early College

Student Name: ___________________________________
MTCC Class: ____________________________________
Date of Alert: ____________________________________
Please indicate the reason(s) for the alert below. There is also additional space if you need to
explain further. One copy each will go to the College Liaison, High School Counselor/Principal, &
MTCC Instructor. To initiate the process, MTCC instructor sends completed form to College
Liaison, who will distribute copies to additional parties.

Student is not attending class.
Student is making poor grades (below a C average).
Student is a disruption in class (texting, talking, etc.)
Student is missing assignments.
Student is doing poorly on exams.
Other, please explain below.
Additional comments from MTCC instructor regarding alert:

Improvements from MTCC Instructor/Liaison:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

MTCC Instructor: ______________________________________ Date:_________________
College Liaison: _______________________________________ Date:_________________
High School Principal/Counselor: _________________________ Date: _________________
Parent: ______________________________________________Date: _________________
Student: _____________________________________________Date: _________________
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3511

McDowell County Schools

FIELD TRIP PERMISSION FORM
School: McDowell Early College

Date:

___________________________

I give my permission for ________________________________________________ to take a
field trip with ______________________________ to: _________________________________
from _____________ to _______________.
The class will leave at

and return around

.

Method of travel shall be by _____________________________________________________ .
It is my understanding that the trip is approved by the principal and is planned so that maximum
safety and educational value will be attained. I understand that my child will be covered by
school insurance.
Any Allergies to Drugs: __________________________________________________________
In the event of any injury or illness to my child, who was born on ________________, I hereby
authorize the adult chaperones and teachers of the McDowell County Schools of Marion, North
Carolina to secure whatever treatment is deemed necessary for my child’s best interest, including
the administration of an anesthetic and surgery if such is appropriate. I understand that every
effort will be made to contact me before any major treatment is provided to my child and that
this consent is to prevent a dangerous delay in case an emergency does occur and I cannot be
reached.
Name of parent or legal guardian (please print): _______________________________________
Signature of parent or legal guardian: ________________________________________________
Date Signed: _____________________________________________________________________
Telephone Numbers:

Work ___________________________________________________
Home ___________________________________________________
Cell _____________________________________________________

Emergency Contact (if parent cannot be reached): ________________________________________
Telephone Numbers:

Work ___________________________________________________
Home ___________________________________________________
Cell _____________________________________________________
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McDowell Early College
Community Service Documentation Form
(To be completed upon each visit to an organization)
Student Name:
Date:
Time:
Number of Hours Completed:
Name of Organization:
Name of Supervisor:
Phone number and email
address for Supervisor:
Brief description of
Community
Service:

Signature of Supervisor
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Job Shadowing Questions
Your Name:
Person you are Job Shadowing:
a. What is your exact job title?
b. How long have you had this position? How long have you worked
in related professions?
c. What kind of characteristics or personal attributes are important for
a person to be successful in this career field? For example, what
kinds of things do you need to enjoy/be good at in order for it to be
a good fit for you? (ex: talking to people? thinking on your feet?
doing a lot of work at home to get ready for your job each day?)
d. What kind of education did you have to have in order to get this job,
and where did you go to college? Do you know of any colleges I
should look at specifically if I’m interested in this career? (that have
good programs in this field)
e. Were there any additional things you had to do? (like get a
licensure, certification, etc.) If yes, what was that process like?
f. What are your responsibilities in your job?
g. Why did you choose to go into this career?
h. Are you passionate about this career field? Why or why not?
i. What about your job has been surprising? Or, what do you wish
that you had known about this job before you took it that you could
not have anticipated?
j. Do you have any advice for someone looking to enter this career
field?
k. Do you think it is an easy field to enter, or do you think it would be
challenging to find a job?
!
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McDowell Early College
Lisa Robinson, Principal
54 College Drive
Marion, NC 28752
828.659.0411 Fx 828.659.0469

Official High School Transcript Request
Student Name:

_

Address:

_

Phone:

_

Email Address:

_

Method of Delivery: Check One
Mail

_ _ PickUp

Fax

If mail, list the name and address of the college/university:

Authorization for Release of Transcript

Signature

Date

Please return this form to Mrs. Ingle in the counseling office.

Soaring toward opportunities, we help each other succeed.
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McDowell Early College
Student Letter of Intent
2019 - 2020
Student Name _____________________________________
Grade ___________
Seminar Teacher ___________________________________
Please indicate your intentions for next school year. This form must be
returned by Wednesday, March 20, 2019.
I plan to return to McDowell Early College for 2019-2020 school year.
I plan to enroll at McDowell High School for the 2019-2020 school
year.
I plan to apply to the new McDowell Academy of Innovation for the
2019-2020 school year. I understand I must complete an application
and be accepted in order to transfer to this school.

_______________________________
Student Signature

_______________________________
Parent Signature
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MCDOWELL EARLY COLLEGE
COMMITMENT LETTER
FRESHMAN
2018-2019
STUDENT NAME: __________________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
It is a privilege for students to attend McDowell Early College. You have been chosen and have agreed to fill a slot at this school. There are many responsibilities
that come along with accepting this great educational opportunity valued at more than $40,000. Students must be motivated and seek out all opportunities for
tutoring and enrichment. Students at McDowell Early College will be asked to engage in classroom work that may be different from the classrooms to which they
have been accustomed. All students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and group activities. Students will be assessed on their participation in
class. Students are expected to act responsibly in high school classes and college classes. There will be adult learners in your college classes that have paid tuition.
Therefore, their learning should not be disrupted by immature behavior. You must be willing to take the challenge of college classes. You are expected to
participate and complete all class work necessary for your success in high school and college classes.

As a freshman student of McDowell Early College, I understand and agree to abide by the following regulations:
●
●
●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

I understand that McDowell Early College is non-traditional program that some students complete in 4 years and
others complete in 5 years.
I understand that I am committing to earn my high school diploma, as well as an associates degree from McDowell
Technical Community College.
I understand that regular attendance to school is a must for academic success, as well as success in the workforce. I
(the student) understand that it is my responsibility to contact college instructors when I am going to be absent and
it is my responsibility to get all make-up work the day I return to school. I understand that I will makeup hour for hour
any absences over 4 per semester. This includes college classes.
I understand that I MUST be willing to attend after-school and Saturday tutoring in order to receive individual help.
(Busing will NOT be available).
I understand that I MUST participate in ALL components of the Early College curriculum including, but not limited to,
overnight trips. As a 9th grader I will be expected to participate in the Tremont Trip. I may choose to participate in
other overnight trips. All McDowell Early College students are expected to participate in the Summer Bridge Trip.
(Students will be given ample opportunity to earn funds to pay for these trips through fundraising or they may apply
for scholarships from McDowell Early College).
I understand that I am expected to turn in quality work on time.
I understand that I will be assessed on my mastery of learning objectives, and I will be expected to continue to revise,
retest, and redo assignments until I have mastered those objectives.
I understand that I must complete an e-Portfolio each year and participate in two mandatory Student-Led Conferences
each year.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell County Schools as well as all
rules, regulations, and policies established by McDowell Early College.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell Technical Community College.
I understand that if I fail to follow the rules and regulations for all students of both McDowell County Schools and
McDowell Technical Community College, and my failure results in a disruption of the educational process for myself
and/or other students, I will lose my slot at MEC.
I understand that I must maintain an unweighted 2.5 GPA or higher in my college and high school courses. Students
who receive a D or F in a high school or college class will be placed on academic probation. Academic probation will be
in effect the following semester. If I drop a college class due to attendance or failing grades I will immediately be
placed on Academic Probation and must pay for any books or codes purchased by MEC.
I understand that I must earn credit for English I , Math 1 or 2, Seminar, Earth and Environmental Science or Physical
Science, Public Speaking, SPA 111 for Spanish Speakers and HEA 110 before the first day of my sophomore year. I
must earn 8 credits during my freshman year.
I understand that I will be placed on a contract if I fail to meet the academic criteria set forth by MEC. Non-compliance
to the contract will result in losing your slot at MEC.
I understand that I must complete 150 hours of community service in order to receive my high school diploma.
I understand that I must complete 30 community service hours during my freshman year.

Student Signature
________________________________________________
Date __________________________________________
I have read the above commitments for entrance to McDowell Early College. I agree to support and encourage my child and
participate in all student led conferences. Furthermore, I will support the MEC staff in holding my child accountable in abiding by all
regulations.
Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________________________________
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Date ___________________________________________

MCDOWELL EARLY COLLEGE
RECOMMITMENT LETTER
SOPHOMORE/JUNIOR
2018-2019

STUDENT NAME:
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:
It is a privilege for students to attend McDowell Early College. You have been chosen and have agreed to fill a slot at this school. There are many responsibilities that
come along with accepting this great educational opportunity valued at more than $40,000. Students must be motivated and seek out all opportunities for tutoring and
enrichment. Students at McDowell Early College will be asked to engage in classroom work that may be different than the classrooms to which they have been
accustomed. All students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and group activities. Students will be assessed on their participation in class. Students
are expected to act responsibly in high school classes and college classes. There will be adult learners in your college classes that have paid tuition; therefore, their
learning should not be disrupted by immature behavior. You must be willing to take the challenge of college classes. You are expected to participate and complete all
class work necessary for your success in high school and college classes.

As a returning student of McDowell Early College, I understand and agree to abide by the following regulations:
•

•
•
•

I understand that regular attendance to school is a must for academic success, as well as success in the workforce and in my
future job endeavors. I (the student) understand that it is my responsibility to contact college instructors when I am going to
be absent and it is my responsibility to get all make-up work the day I return to school. I understand that I will make up
hour for hour any absences over 4 per semester. This includes college classes.
I understand that SEMINAR CLASS and 150 hours of COMMUNITY SERVICE are a graduation requirement at
McDowell Early College.
I understand that I MUST be willing to attend after-school and Saturday tutoring in order to receive individual
help. (Busing will NOT be available).
I understand that I MUST participate in ALL components of the Early College curriculum including, but not limited to,
overnight trips. 10 graders will be expected to participate in the D.C. Trip, and 11 graders will be expected to participate
in the NC Universities & Beach Trip. I may choose to participate in other overnight trips. All McDowell Early College
students are expected to participate in the Summer Bridge Trip. (Students will be given ample opportunity to earn funds to
pay for these trips through fundraising or they may apply for scholarships from McDowell Early College).
th

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

th

I understand that I am expected to turn in quality work on time.
I understand that I will be assessed on my mastery of course content and skills, and I will be expected to continue to revise,
retest, and redo assignments until I have mastered those objectives.
I understand that I must complete an e-Portfolio each year and participate in two Student-Led Conferences each year.
I understand that I must participate fully in all Friday classes and activities.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell County Schools as well as all rules,
regulations and policies established by McDowell Early College.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell Technical Community College.
I understand that if I fail to follow the rules and regulations for all students of both McDowell County Schools and
McDowell Technical Community College, and my failure results in a disruption of the educational process for myself and/or
other students, I will forfeit my placement at McDowell Early College.
I understand that I must maintain an UNWEIGHTED 2.5 GPA or higher in my college and high school courses. Students
who receive a D or F in a high school or college class will be placed on Academic Probation. Academic Probation will be in
effect the following semester. If I drop a college class due to attendance or failing grades I will immediately be placed on
Academic Probation.
I understand that I will be placed on a contract if I fail to meet the academic criteria set forth by MEC. Non-fulfillment of
the contract will result in transferring to a different high school in McDowell County.

Student Signature _______________________________________________

Date: __________________

I have read the above recommitments for returning to McDowell Early College. I agree to support and encourage my child and to
participate in student-led conferences. Furthermore, I will support the MEC staff in holding my child accountable for abiding by all
regulations.
Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________
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Date: __________________

MCDOWELL EARLY COLLEGE
RECOMMITMENT LETTER
SENIOR/SUPER SENIOR
2018-2019

STUDENT NAME:
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:
It is a privilege for students to attend McDowell Early College. You have been chosen and have agreed to fill a slot at this school. There are many responsibilities that
come along with accepting this great educational opportunity valued at more than $40,000. Students must be motivated and seek out all opportunities for tutoring and
enrichment. Students at McDowell Early College will be asked to engage in classroom work that may be different than the classrooms to which they have been
accustomed. All students are expected to participate in classroom discussions and group activities. Students will be assessed on their participation in class. Students
are expected to act responsibly in high school classes and college classes. There will be adult learners in your college classes that have paid tuition; therefore, their
learning should not be disrupted by immature behavior. You must be willing to take the challenge of college classes. You are expected to participate and complete all
class work necessary for your success in high school and college classes.

As a returning student of McDowell Early College, I understand and agree to abide by the following regulations:
•

•
•

I understand that regular attendance to school is a must for academic success, as well as success in the workforce and in my
future job endeavors. I (the student) understand that it is my responsibility to contact college instructors when I am going to
be absent and it is my responsibility to get all make-up work the day I return to school. I understand that I will make up
hour for hour any absences over 4 per semester. This includes college classes.
I understand that SEMINAR CLASS and 150 hours of COMMUNITY SERVICE are a graduation requirement at
McDowell Early College.
I understand that I MUST be willing to attend after-school and Saturday tutoring in order to receive individual
help. (Busing will NOT be available).

•

I understand that I MUST participate in ALL components of the Early College curriculum including, but not limited to,
overnight trips. All McDowell Early College students are expected to participate in the Summer Bridge Trip. (Students
will be given ample opportunity to earn funds to pay for these trips through fundraising or they may apply for scholarships
from McDowell Early College).

•
•

I understand that I am expected to turn in quality work on time.
I understand that I will be assessed on my mastery of course content and skills, and I will be expected to continue to revise,
retest, and redo assignments until I have mastered those objectives.
I understand that I must complete an ePortfolio of my accomplishments each year and participate in two Student-Led
Conferences each year.
I understand that I must participate fully in Friday classes and activities, as well as Family and All-School Assembly.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell County Schools as well as all rules,
regulations and policies established by McDowell Early College.
I understand that I am subject to all rules and regulations for all students of McDowell Technical Community College.
I understand that if I fail to follow the rules and regulations for all students of both McDowell County Schools and
McDowell Technical Community College, and my failure results in a disruption of the educational process for myself and/or
other students, I will forfeit my placement at McDowell Early College.
I understand that I must maintain an UNWEIGHTED 2.5 GPA or higher in my college and high school courses. Students
who receive a D or F in a high school or college class will be placed on academic probation. Academic probation will be in
effect the following semester. If I drop a college class due to attendance or failing grades I will immediately be placed on
Academic Probation.
I understand that I will be placed on a contract if I fail to meet the academic criteria set forth by MEC. Non-fulfillment of
the contract will result in transferring to McDowell High School.

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Student Signature _______________________________________________

Date: _______________________________

I have read the above recommitments for returning to McDowell Early College. I agree to support and encourage my child and to
participate in student-led conferences. Furthermore, I will support the MEC staff in holding my child accountable for abiding by all
regulations.
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________
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Date: ________________________________

Career and College Promise Courses
Courses are offered to high school students through the Career and College Promise (CCP) program
outside of MTCC. Students may enroll in courses that are not available at MTCC. These courses
may be offered online or face to face. To be eligible to enroll in these courses, students should be in
good academic standing at MEC (unweighted GPA of 3.5+) and meet all eligible testing requirements
for CCP. Students are only allowed to take courses if their schedule allows. High school
requirements and MTCC college degree requirements are priority when creating student schedules.
Students who choose to enroll in CCP courses are responsible for securing their own textbooks and if
applicable must provide their own transportation. MEC students must be in the 12th or 13th grade to
be eligible to travel for CCP courses. Courses taken at other community colleges may not provide
early alerts or course updates to MEC staff or parents. Online CCP courses count toward online
courses in terms of academic support requirements.
Student Name _________________________________________
Course Requested ______________________________________
Current Schedule _______________________________________
______________________________________________________
I have read and understand the requirements listed above. I agree to follow them if I am approved to
enroll in a CCP course.
______________________________________

_______________________

Student Signature

Date

As the parent/guardian of the student listed above, I understand and agree to the requirements and
give permission for my student to enroll in the course listed.
______________________________________

_______________________

Parent Signature

Date
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NC Virtual Public School Enrollment Agreement
Student Name _________________________________
Course Enrollment ______________________________
Semester/Year _________________________________
Current GPA ___________________________________

By enrolling in a NCVPS course, I acknowledge the following:
•

NCVPS courses only offer high school credit. If I am enrolling in a foreign language course, I
understand that I will still be required to take foreign language courses if I enroll in a
college/university.

•

NCVPS courses cost our district $349. Our county budget is limited and I understand that
enrolling in this course means I am committing to do my best in this course.

•

I understand that I can not drop this course. I must remain enrolled and finish the entire
course.

•

NCVPS courses do not follow the same schedule as MEC. I realize that my NCVPS course
will start later than the MEC semester and continue past the end of our school semester.
Holidays and teacher workdays may vary from our school schedule and means I may have to
work on this course during MEC workdays/holidays.

•

Enrolling in a NCVPS course requires me to be assigned to academic support daily. These
courses require me to log in and work daily, 5 days per week. I understand that direct
assistance is not provided through MEC, only online through NCVPS.

_____________________________
Student Signature

____________________
Date

As the parent/guardian of _____________________________ I understand enrollment in a NCVPS
course requires students to work independently, be driven and committed to completion of this course
in addition to the points noted above. I agree for my student to enroll in the course listed.
______________________________

___________________

Parent Signature

Date
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Appendix B:
More Information On Four-Year
Colleges/Universities
Parent’s Guide to Transitioning
From an Early College to a FourYear College/University
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How is College Different from
High School

60
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Parent’s Guide to Transitioning from an Early
College to a Four-Year College/University
McDowell Early College (MEC) has many things that make us different from a traditional high school.
For parents who are new to Early College, it can be difficult to understand all of those differences.
This guide is an attempt to help clarify questions, concerns, etc. that parents may have regarding
their child’s education at MEC as well as how to begin early working to make the transition to a four
year college or university easier for everyone involved.
What does a successful college applicant look like?
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding High School Coursework
1 – What courses do MEC students have to complete to receive a high school diploma.
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/curriculum/home/graduationrequirements.pdf
2 – What courses do MEC students have to complete for an associate’s degree? All MEC students
decide on their college major and begin working toward it during their freshman year. A plan that
outlines each year is begun and follows them during their entire high school career. College transfer
students (those that are planning to continue their education at a four year college/university) are
encouraged to complete the required core classes first and save elective courses until closer to
graduation. This allows them to tailor electives to meet the major they are interested in pursuing for
their four-year degree.
3 – What is a transcript? A transcript is a record of all the courses a student takes while in high
school along with their final grades. MEC transcripts include high school courses as well as college
courses since they are considered dual credit courses. Dual credit courses fulfill high school and
college requirements. For example, MEC does not offer traditional high school electives. These
elective requirements are fulfilled through college courses. All students at MEC are creating two
transcripts simultaneously, one at the high school level and one at the college level.
4 – What is a GPA? Grade Point Average (GPA) is the average of all of a student’s final grades. It
is recalculated at the end of each school semester (for college courses) and at the end of the school
year (for high school courses). For each final grade in each course, student’s earn points toward their
GPA. The higher the grade earned, the more points earned. Students have a weighted and
unweighted GPA.
5 – What is the difference between a weighted and unweighted GPA? An unweighted GPA allows all
students to earn a set number of points for each final grade. A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0.
However, most of the courses (both high school and college) a student at MEC completes are
considered honors level. An honors course carries an additional point toward a student’s weighted
GPA. A = 5, B = 4, C = 3, D = 2, F = 0
6 – Which GPA do colleges expect students to report? Colleges vary in how they use both numbers.
They will see both GPA’s on the student’s transcript. A weighted GPA reflects the rigor of a student’s
courses.
5 – What does class rank mean? All student’s in a class are ranked in order based on GPA from
highest to lowest. Class rank on an MEC transcript only reflects those students who are in their
grade level, not necessarily their graduating class. For example, a student who is graduating in four
years will not be listed in the class rank with students who are graduating in five years.
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7 – Is a foreign language credit required? It is not required for a high school diploma, however two
courses are required to attend a four year/college. Students are encouraged to wait until closer to the
end of their high school career to complete these courses.
8 – What are the Compass and Accuplacer tests? These are college placements tests that are
required for students to be able to continue to enroll in college courses. Students must meet a
minimum score on reading/writing and math. If they are unable to meet those requirements, they will
be enrolled in developmental courses. These developmental courses do not count toward a student’s
degree. When students take developmental courses, they no longer have to take the placement tests.
9 – What other tests do students take in preparation for enrollment at a four-year college/university?
All MEC students take the PSAT in 10th and 11th grades. This helps prepare them for taking the SAT.
All students in NC take the PLAN assessment in the 10th grade. This test helps prepare them for
taking the ACT. Colleges and universities require students to have either an SAT or ACT test score
as part of their application before enrollment. Average test scores on either test are available on
college websites.
http://services.vsac.org/60Render?library=resources&name=SAT_vs_ACT_Which_Is_Right_For_You
.pdf
10 – How is my student’s progress reported? Students receive progress reports midway through
each 9 weeks. If a student is not doing well in a college course, they receive an Early Alert. These
alerts are from college instructors and give information regarding any concerns about a student’s
progress in class. A parent contact is made when a student receives an Early Alert. Upperclassmen
who receive Early Alerts are assigned to academic support to spend time on the course. All MEC
students maintain an ePortfolio, which is used to demonstrate student progress during student led
conferences twice per year. This is an excellent place for students to maintain a list of awards and
activities to use for college applications.
11 – How can my student get help with their school work? Students can always access assistance in
academic support, whether or not they are assigned to it as part of their schedule. Teachers are
available for before and/or after school tutoring. Students must make contact with their teachers to
schedule tutoring. For assistance with college courses, McDowell Tech offers assistance through
their Academic Resource Center (ARC) for students at a variety of times during the day. Students
can also complete a written request through the Student Enrichment Center for tutoring in a specific
course. This provides students with a specific student who will tutor them based on a schedule
created between both students. Students can also receive additional help on Saturdays during
Saturday Academy between 9 and 12. This is held in the Early College building. The most important
thing for students to remember in regard to getting help, is simply to ask. Students who are not
performing well in college courses receive Early Alerts. Students are then assigned to a section of
academic support until they can provide documentation that their grade in that course has improved.
12 – Why is the attendance policy at MEC different from traditional schools in the county?
Attendance is a vital part of success in both high school and college courses. Courses at both the
high school and college level meet two times per week, which makes it more difficult to catch up
missed work. Students who develop good attendance habits are much more likely to complete not
only their high school diploma, but also their associate’s degree and go on to successfully complete a
bachelor’s degree. Students who miss more than 20% of a college course are automatically
withdrawn from that course and are required to repeat the entire course regardless of their grades. In
order to instill good attendance habits in our students when they are on a four-year campus, we strive
to hold them to a high standard while they are with us. Students who miss more than four days per
semester will be required to make up any missed time, hour per hour on Saturdays.
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Resources
College Planning
http://www.nacacnet.org/studentinfo/Pages/Default.aspx
Career Exploration
http://www.careeronestop.org/studentsandcareeradvisors/studentsandcareeradvisors.aspx
Testing
PSAT – http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
PLAN - http://www.act.org/products/k-12-act-plan/
ACT - http://www.act.org
SAT - http://sat.collegeboard.org/home?navid=gh-sat
ACT/SAT preparation – www.cfnc.org (Orange Plan for College Tab)
SAT Subject Tests - http://www.compassprep.com/admissions_req_subjects.aspx
Vocabulary Practice - http://freerice.com
Read, read, read!
Financial Aid
http://www.finaid.org
http://www.netpricecalculator.com/index
http://collegeapps.about.com/od/grantsandscholarships/tp/scholarship-scams.htm
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How Is College Different From High School?
Following The Rules In High School
High school is mandatory and usually free.
Your time is structured by others.
You need permission to participate in
extracurricular activities.
You can count on parents and teachers to
remind you of your responsibilities and to
guide you in setting priorities.

Choosing Responsibly In College
College is voluntary and expensive.
You manage your own time.
You must decide whether to participate
in co-curricular activities.
You must balance your responsibilities
and set priorities. You will face moral
and ethical decisions you have never
faced before.
Each day you proceed from one class directly You often have hours between classes;
to another, spending 6 hours each day – 30
class times vary through out the day
hours a week – in class.
and evening and you spend only 12 to
16 hours each week in class.
Most of your classes are arranged for you.
You arrange your own schedule in
consultation with your advisor.
Schedules tend to look lighter than they
really are.
You are not responsible for knowing what it
Graduation requirements are complex
takes to graduate.
and differ from year to year. You are
expected to know those that apply to
you.
Guiding principle: You will usually be told
Guiding principle: You are expected to
what to do and corrected if your behavior is
take responsibility for what you do and
out of line.
don’t do, as well as for the
consequences of your decisions.
Going To High School Classes
The school year is 36 weeks long; some
classes extend over both semesters and
some don’t.
Classes generally have no more than 35
students. (MEC = 20)
You may study outside class as little as 0 to
2 hours per class and this may include lastminute test preparation.
You may seldom need to read anything more
than once, and sometimes listening in class
is enough.
You are expected to read short assignments
that are than discussed, and often re-taught,
in class.
Guiding principle: You will usually be told in
class what you need to learn from assigned
readings.
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Succeeding In College Classes
The academic year is divided into two
separate 15 week semesters, plus a
week after each semester for exams.
Classes may number 100 students or
more.
You need to study at least 2 to 3 hours
outside of class for each hour in class.
You need to review class notes and
text material regularly.
You are assigned substantial amounts
of reading and writing which may not
be directly addressed in class.
Guiding principle: It’s up to you to read
and understand the assigned material;
lectures and assignments proceed from
the assumption that you’ve already
done so.

High School Teachers
Teachers check your completed
homework.
Teachers remind you of your
incomplete work.
Teachers approach you if they believe
you need assistance.
Teachers are often available for
conversation before, during or after
class.
Teachers have been trained in
teaching methods to assist in imparting
knowledge to students.
Teachers provide you with information
you missed when you were absent.
Teachers present material to help you
understand the material in the
textbook.

Teachers often write information on the
board to be copied in your notes.

Teachers impart knowledge and facts,
sometimes drawing direct connections
and leading you through the thinking
process.
Teachers often take time to remind you
of assignments and due dates.

Teachers carefully monitor class
attendance.
Guiding principle: High school is a
teaching environment in which you
acquire facts and skills.

College Professors
Professors may not always check
completed homework, but they will
assume you can perform the same
tasks on tests.
Professors may not remind you of
incomplete work.
Professors are usually open and
helpful, but most expect you to initiate
contact if you need assistance.
Professors expect and want you to
attend their scheduled office hours.
Professors have been trained as
experts in their particular areas of
research.
Professors expect you to get from
classmates any notes from classes you
missed.
Professors may not follow the textbook.
Instead, to amplify the text, they may
give illustrations, provide background
information, or discuss research about
the topic you are studying. Or they
may expect you to relate the classes to
the textbook readings.
Professors may lecture nonstop,
expecting you to identify the important
points in your notes. When professors
write on the board, it may be to amplify
the lecture, not to summarize it. Good
notes are a must
Professors expect you to think about
and synthesize seemingly unrelated
topics.
Professors expect you to read, save
and consult the course syllabus
(outline); the syllabus spells out exactly
what is expected of you, when it is due
and how you will be graded.
Professors may not formally take roll,
but they are still likely to know whether
or not you attended.
Guiding principle: College is a learning
environment in which you take
responsibility for thinking through and
applying what you have learned.
61

Tests In High School
Testing is frequent and covers small
amounts of material.

Makeup tests are often available.
Teachers frequently rearrange test
dates to avoid conflict with school
events.
Teachers frequently conduct review
sessions, pointing out the most
important concepts.
Guiding principle: Mastery is usually
seen as the ability to reproduce what
you were taught in the form in which it
was presented to you, or to solve the
kinds of problems you were shown how
to solve.
Grades In High School
Grades are given for most assigned
work.
Consistently good homework grades
may raise your overall grade when test
grades are low.
Extra credit projects may be available
to help you raise your grade.

Tests In College
Testing is usually infrequent and may
be cumulative, covering large amounts
of material. You, not the professor,
need to organize the material to
prepare for the test. A particular
course may have only 2 or 3 tests in a
semester.
Makeup tests are seldom an option; if
they are, you need to request them.
Professors in different course usually
schedule tests without regard to the
demands of other courses or outside
activities.
Professors rarely offer review sessions,
and when they do, they expect you to
be an active participant, one who
comes prepared with questions.
Guiding principle: Mastery is often
seen as the ability to apply what you’ve
learned to new situation or to solve
new kinds of problems.

Grades In College
Grades may not be provided for all
assigned work.
Grades on tests and major papers
usually provide most of the course
grade.
Extra credit projects cannot, generally
speaking, be used to raise a grade in a
college course.
Initial test grades, especially when they Watch out for your first tests. These
are low, may not have an adverse
are usually “wake-up calls” to let you
effect on your final grade.
know what is expected – but they also
may account for a substantial part of
your course grade. You may be
shocked when you get your grades.
You may graduate as long as you have You may graduate only if your average
passed all required courses with a
in classes meets the departmental
grade of D or higher.
standard – typically a 2.0 or C.
Guiding principle: Effort counts.
Guiding principle: Results count.
Courses are usually structured to
Though “good-faith effort” is important
reward a “good-faith effort.”
in regard to the professor’s willingness
to help you achieve good results it will
not substitute for results in the grading
process.
http://learning.ucmerced.edu/succeeding-college/how-college-different-high-school
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McDowell Early College ONE-TO-ONE RULES FOR STUDENT LAPTOP USE 2018-2019
While on campus at McDowell Early College, students are expected to adhere to the following rules regarding the use of
laptops. Failure to follow these rules may result in the loss of laptop privileges.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

All students must come prepared every day with a charged computer. The computer can be a Chromebook issued by
McDowell County schools or their own personal computer. Students who bring their personal computer assume all risks
to their computers.
Headphones will be used on campus at ALL times unless directed by a teacher.
Students may NOT play music in the halls, lunchroom, or other public areas through their laptop speakers.
Students may not use ANY TYPE of chatting software such as Skype or instant messaging during class time, except for
instructional purposes as directed by a teacher.
The use of laptops in the cafeteria is prohibited until AFTER lunch has been finished. If people are still eating, laptops may
only be used at tables where there is no food or drink.
Walking around the room or down the hall with an open laptop is an invitation for trouble. Students may not carry
laptops unless they are closed.
Students must carry their laptops in a school approved bag.
Inappropriate downloading and use of copyrighted materials is illegal. Doing so may result in disciplinary and/or legal
action.
Saving music, pictures, etc., takes up a great deal of memory and slows down the laptops. In cases where this is deemed a
problem by the administration, these files will be removed from student computers. Student laptops are the property of
McDowell County Schools and fall under the jurisdiction of the school administration.
It is the expectation that ALL students bring a fully charged laptop to school each day.
Students may use chargers at school in designated classroom areas as directed by a teacher. Students should be sure their
name is on their charger.
Students may not allow other students to use their laptops. The student to whom the computer is issued is
responsible for any infractions and/or breakage committed by the person borrowing the computer.
Ultimately students and parents are responsible for the care of their assigned laptop and computer resources just like a
textbook.
Student laptops may be used to connect to the internet at home via your Internet Service Provider. Laptops will be
filtered (all content will be monitored) 24/7 through McDowell County Schools filtering system.
Computers should only be open during class at the teacher’s direction. Students who fail to follow teacher requests are
subject to disciplinary action.
Swapping computers at home or at school is forbidden. The student to whom the laptop is issued is responsible for
damages and other inappropriate use.
Downloading music and videos except for classroom use is prohibited due to bandwidth and storage space limitations.
Files may be deleted by the administration. Sharing files takes up bandwidth. Only share files that are related to your
course work.
The camera is on the computer for educational use. Inappropriate use of the camera/video camera will result in
disciplinary action.
Use of social networking sites such as FACEBOOK, TWITTER, and TUMBLR are not permitted during the school day, which
is 8:30- 2:30. Some students may have a class before school or after school.

Misuse of laptops, including failure to properly care for the laptops and/or inappropriate website visits is addressed in the
McDowell County Schools Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use Policy. Students who cannot abide by the rules may
lose the privilege of having a laptop for a period of time deemed appropriate by the administration.
Abandoned Laptop:
First Offense – Laptop will be taken to the office and the student’s name recorded. Parents will be
required to pick up the laptop.
Second Offense – Day user only, for 2 weeks.
Third Offense – Day user for remainder of year.
Charging Policy:
Computers must be charged each night.
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TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTABLE USE

Policy Code:
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Technological resources, including computers and other electronic devices, networks and the
Internet, provide a unique opportunity to enhance instructional methods, appeal to different learning
styles and meet the educational goals of the board. Through the school system’s technological
resources, users can observe events as they occur around the world, interact with others on a variety
of subjects and acquire access to current and in-depth information.
Use of technological resources should be integrated into the educational program. Technological
resources should be used in teaching the North Carolina Standard Course of Study and in meeting
the educational goals of the board. The curriculum committee should provide suggestions for using
technological resources in the curriculum guides as provided in policy 3115, Curriculum and
Instructional Guides. The board expects that the staff will integrate technology skills throughout the
curriculum, supervise and instruct student use, and model the appropriate and ethical use of
technological resources.
The superintendent shall ensure that school system computers with Internet access comply with
federal requirements regarding filtering software, Internet monitoring and Internet safety policies.
The superintendent shall develop any regulations and submit any certifications necessary to meet
such requirements.
A.

REQUIREMENTS FOR USE OF TECHNOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Before a student may use school system technological resources, the student and parent must
sign the Student User Agreement and Parent Permission Form. While the board believes that
access to technological resources is a fundamental part of every student’s education and that
the benefits to students far exceed the disadvantages, the board supports and respects a
parent’s right to deny the use of technological resources by his or her student by submitting
an “opt-out” form. Each student, after he or she has submitted the signed Student User
Agreement and Parent Permission Form, may be given access to a personal or class
electronic mail account, a school web portal account, the Internet and a network/computer
login unless the student’s parent completes the Parental Request to Deny Access to
Electronic Resources Form. This form, which is available online and at each school, may be
completed and returned to the student’s principal at any time. Employees must sign the Staff
User Agreement Form each year as a condition of employment.
The use of school system technological resources is a privilege, not a right. The board may
limit possession, use and/or access to all technological resources on school campuses.
Anyone who uses school system computers or electronic devices or who accesses the school
network or the Internet at an educational site must comply with the requirements listed
below. All students and employees shall receive a copy of this policy annually. Failure to
adhere to these requirements shall result in disciplinary action, including revocation of user
privileges. Willful misuses shall result in disciplinary action and/or criminal prosecution
under applicable state and federal law.
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1.

School system technological resources are provided mainly for school administrative
and instructional purposes. Limited personal use, such as reading news feeds or
sending personal e-mail, is permitted so long as it does not disrupt or displace
instructional activities, academic research or administrative tasks. School system
technological resources may not be used for commercial or campaign purposes.

2.

Students and employees must comply with all board policies, administrative
regulations and school standards and rules in using technological resources. All
applicable laws, including those relating to copyrights and trademarks, confidential
information and public records, apply to technological resource use. Any use that
violates state or federal laws is strictly prohibited.

3.

No user of technological resources, including a person sending or receiving
electronic communications, may engage in creating, intentionally accessing,
downloading, storing, printing or transmitting images, graphics (including still or
moving pictures), sound files, text files, documents, messages or other material that
is obscene, defamatory, profane, pornographic, harassing or considered to be harmful
to minors. “Cyberbullying” (i.e., bullying by posting slanderous comments on, or by
uploading harassing photographs or videos to, the Internet) is strictly prohibited.
School system technological resources shall not be used to harm other people or their
work.

4.

Users of technological resources may not send electronic communications
fraudulently (i.e., by misrepresenting the identity of the sender).

5.

Users may not violate the privacy of any student or employee. When using e-mail,
chat rooms or other forms of electronic communication, students must not reveal
personally identifiable, private or confidential information, such as the home address
or telephone number, of themselves or fellow students. In addition, school
employees shall not disclose on the Internet or on school system websites or web
pages any personally identifiable information concerning students (including names,
addresses or pictures) without the permission of a parent or guardian or an eligible
student, except as otherwise permitted by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA) or policy 4700, Student Records. Users also may not forward or post
personal communications without the author’s prior consent.

6.

Users shall not use technological resources to cheat or plagiarize, for unauthorized
surveillance or to avoid performing assignments.

7.

Users shall not waste limited resources such as bandwidth, disk space or printing
capacity.

8.

Users shall not intentionally or negligently damage computers, computer systems,
electronic devices, software or computer networks. Users may not knowingly or
negligently transmit computer viruses or self-replicating messages or deliberately try
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to degrade or disrupt system performance. Users must scan any downloaded files for
viruses.

B.

9.

Users may not create or introduce games, network communications programs or any
foreign program onto any school system computer, electronic device or network
without the express permission of the technology director or designee.

10.

Users are prohibited from engaging in unauthorized or unlawful activities such as
“hacking” or using the computer network to gain or attempt to gain unauthorized or
unlawful access to other computers, computer systems or accounts.

11.

Users are prohibited from using another individual’s computer account. Users may
not read, alter, change, execute or delete files belonging to another user without the
owner’s express prior permission. In order preserve the security of accounts, users
shall not share or display their passwords and shall log off of computers, networks
and on-line applications when not in use.

12.

If a user identifies a security problem on a technological resource, he or she must
immediately notify a system administrator. Users shall not demonstrate the problem
to other users. Any user identified as a security risk shall be denied access.

13.

Teachers shall make reasonable efforts to supervise a student’s use of the Internet
during instructional time.

14.

Views may be expressed as representing the view of the school system or part of the
school system only with prior approval by the superintendent or designee.

INTERNET ACCESS
The use of the Internet is an integral part of learning and teaching. Through the Internet,
students, teachers and staff are able to access current information from news media,
businesses, libraries, educational and research institutions, government agencies and a
variety of other sources. In addition, students, teachers and staff may benefit from engaging
in communications with individuals and groups around the world via blogs, wikis, chats,
podcasts, rss feeds, webinars, videoconferencing and electronic mail, as well as from
participating in projects with other schools. It is important that students know where and
how to find content relative to their needs and that they gain skills for collaboratively
constructing, using and communicating knowledge safely and effectively.
The board believes that the educational opportunities provided through access to the Internet
far outweigh the possibility that users may encounter inappropriate material. However, users
(and parents of users, if the user is under 18 years old) must be aware that some material
accessible via the Internet may not be related to the educational program or may contain
items that are inappropriate, inaccurate, defamatory, illegal or offensive. The school system
does not condone the use of such materials and will take reasonable precautions to prevent
students from having access to inappropriate materials, such as violence, nudity, obscenity or
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graphic language that does not serve a legitimate pedagogical purpose. The school system
will install or will ensure that its Internet service provider installs a technology protection
measure that blocks or filters Internet access to audio or visual depictions that are obscene,
that are considered child pornography or that are harmful to minors. School officials may
disable such filters for an adult who uses a school-owned computer for bona fide research or
other lawful educational purpose. The school system will not seek to limit access to the
Internet for the purpose of restricting access to political ideas or social perspectives if the
limitation is due to a school system official’s disapproval of the ideas involved.
The board denies responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through
its Internet access services.
C.

WEB PORTAL
The web-based school/school system content/learning management system fosters improved
communication between parents, students and staff and allows access to system, school,
course and personal resources including electronic lockers, calendars, announcements,
message boards, quizzes and chats. A user account is required in order to utilize the
advanced features of the system. The school system makes no warranties of any kind,
whether express or implied, for this service.

D.

PERSONAL WEBSITES
The superintendent may use any means available to request the removal of personal websites
that substantially disrupt the school environment or that utilize school system or individual
school names, logos or trademarks without permission.
1.

Students
Though the school system generally does not monitor students’ Internet activity
conducted on non-school system computers during non-school hours, when the
student’s online behavior has a direct and immediate effect on school safety or
maintaining order and discipline in the schools, the student may be disciplined in
accordance with board policy (see the Student Behavior Policies in the 4300s).

2.

Employees
All employees must use the school system network when communicating with
students about any school-related matters. Having a public personal website or
online networking profile or allowing access to a private website or private online
networking profile is considered a form of communication with students.
Employees are to maintain an appropriate relationship with students at all times.
Employees are encouraged to block students from viewing any material or profiles
that are not age appropriate. If an employee creates and/or posts inappropriate
content on a website or profile and it has a negative impact on the employee’s ability
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to perform his or her job as it relates to working with students, the employee shall be
subject to discipline up to and including dismissal. This section applies to all
employees, volunteers and student teachers working in the school system.
E.

PRIVACY
No right of privacy exists in the use of technological resources. The Gaggle™ e-mail
accounts assigned to students incorporate electronic content filtering (text and images) and
human monitoring. Individuals designated by the superintendent have access to electronic
mail systems. School system administrators or individuals designated by the superintendent
may review files, monitor all communication and intercept e-mail messages to maintain
system integrity and to ensure compliance with board policy and applicable laws and
regulations. Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities may be reported to
authorities. The school system will monitor on-line activities of minors who access the
Internet via a school-owned computer.

F.

DISCLAIMER
The board makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the electronic
services it provides. The board will not be responsible for any damages or loss resulting
from delays, non-deliveries, misdeliveries, service interruptions, errors or omissions,
negligence, or inaccurate or misrepresented information. The user accepts personal
responsibility for any unauthorized costs incurred while using online services and for any
information obtained or delivered by the networks. This includes the sharing of personal
information.

G.

OTHER RULES
The technology director may also develop and adopt, upon approval by the superintendent,
procedures, regulations, standards and guidelines to be followed by all employees and
students regarding access to, and use of, any technology related services and/or equipment
that is not specifically addressed here. Areas covered by these internal procedures,
regulations, standards and guidelines may include hardware and software deployment,
equipment maintenance and repair, disaster recovery of data and hardware, website
management and password guidelines. These policies, regulations, standards and guidelines
shall be published, after approval by the superintendent, on the school system website in the
technology department section.
School system policies, procedures and guidelines are available on the school system website
and at each school.

Legal References: U.S. Const. amend. I; Children’s Internet Protection Act, 47 U.S.C. 254(h)(5);
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2522; Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g; 17 U.S.C. 101 et seq.; 20 U.S.C. 6777; G.S. 115C-325(e), -391
Cross References:

Curriculum and Instructional Guides (policy 3115), Technology in the
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Educational Program (policy 3220), Copyright Compliance (policy 3230/7330), Web Page
Development (3227/7322), Student Behavior Policies (all policies in the 4300 series), Student
Records (policy 4700), Public Records – Retention, Release and Disposition (policy 5070/7350),
Use of Equipment, Materials and Supplies (policy 6520), Network Security (policy 6524), Staff
Responsibilities (policy 7300)
Adopted: October 20, 2008
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McDowell Early College Chromebook Policy
Technology Fee for 2018-2019**
The technology fee is a ONE-TIME PAYMENT that includes four year accidental damage protection and access
to additional digital resources.
**One-time fee is non-refundable. Chromebooks are one of the primary educational resources at McDowell
Early College. All students are required to have a computer. Students may bring their own computer, but
they accept the risk of damages, theft, etc.
**Accidental damage protection is provided by Trinity3 Technology
What does the Accidental Damage Protection cover?
•
•
•
•

Accidental damage resulting in a broken screen ($20 incident fee assessed), cracked/broken case,
missing keys, etc.
Accidental liquid damage
Manufacturer defects including power supply issues, internal components, and/or total operating
system failures
Theft with police report filed and provided to school within 48 hours

What is NOT COVERED by the Annual Insurance?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Damaged or lost charger ($40).
Damage due to negligence and/or damage due to intentional misuse, abuse, or altering the Chrome OS
Power surges
Fire, flood, and/or other natural occurrences (*)
Vandalism or lost device
Battery/charging issues resulting from failure to charge the Chromebook fully on a regular basis.
If a student or parent/guardian is guilty of intentionally damaging the Chromebook and/or accessories,
McDowell County Schools may file vandalism charges with local law enforcement.
Excessive claims per individual user may result in disciplinary action and/or full damage costs being
assessed

(*) While theft, fire flood, lightning, and/or other natural occurrences resulting in Chromebook damages are not covered by this Chromebook Insurance policy, these
damages may be covered under your homeowner/rental/auto insurance. Check with your homeowner/rental/auto insurance provider for more information.

Damage Fee Assessment Schedule per school year (paid by user upon incident)
Type of Damage
Deductible per Incident
1 broken screen
$10
2 or more broken screens
$20 per occurrence (up to 3 total)
Chromebook Loss and Intentional Damage $349
Replacement Charger
$40
st

nd

All students who use a Chromebook provided by McDowell County Schools are REQUIRED to pay the technology fee. Students
attending MEC can add the fee to their student account and use fund raising monies to pay the fee.
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STUDENT BEHAVIOR POLICIES

4300

Policy Code:

All decisions related to student behavior are guided by the board’s educational objective to teach
responsibility and respect for cultural and ideological differences and by the board’s commitment
to creating safe, orderly and inviting schools. Student behavior policies are provided in order to
establish (1) expected standards of student behavior; (2) principles to be followed in managing
student behavior; (3) consequences for prohibited behavior or drug/alcohol policy violations; and
(4) required procedures for addressing misbehavior.
A.

PRINCIPLES
The reasons for managing student behavior are to (1) create an orderly environment in
which students can learn; (2) teach expected standards of behavior; (3) help students
learn to accept the consequences of their behavior; and (4) provide students with the
opportunity to develop self-control. The following principles apply in managing student
behavior.

B.

1.

Student behavior management strategies will complement other efforts to create a
safe, orderly and inviting environment.

2.

Positive behavioral interventions will be employed as appropriate to improve
student behavior.

3.

Responsibility, integrity, civility and other standards of behavior will be
integrated into the curriculum.

4.

Disruptive behavior in the classroom will not be tolerated.

5.

Consequences for unacceptable behavior will be designed to help a student learn
to comply with rules, to be respectful, to accept responsibility for his or her
behavior and to develop self-control.

6.

Strategies and consequences will be age and developmentally appropriate.

COMMUNICATION OF POLICIES
Board policies related to student behavior are codified mainly in the 4300 series. The
superintendent shall incorporate information from such policies into a Code of Student
Conduct that notifies students of the behavior expected of them, conduct that may subject
them to discipline and the range of disciplinary measures that may be used by school
officials. At the discretion of the superintendent, the Code of Student Conduct may
include additional rules needed to implement the board’s student behavior policies. Each
school shall create a student behavior management plan that will elaborate further on
processes for addressing student misbehavior and the use of intervention strategies and
consequences (see policy 4302, School Plan for Management of Student Behavior). The
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Code of Student Conduct must incorporate by reference any additional student behavior
standards, prohibited conduct or disciplinary measures identified in individual school
behavior plans developed in accordance with policy 4302, provided such measures are
consistent with law and board policy. The Code of Student Conduct must not impose
mandatory long-term suspension or expulsion for specific violations unless otherwise
provided in state or federal law.
At the beginning of each school year, principals shall make available to each student and
parent all of the following: (1) the Code of Student Conduct; (2) any board policies
related to behavior that are not part of the Code of Conduct; (3) any related
administrative procedures; (4) any additional discipline-related information from the
school’s student behavior management plan, including behavior standards, prohibited
conduct or disciplinary measures; and (5) any other school rules. This information must
be available at other times upon request and must be made available to students enrolling
during the school year and their parents.
For the purpose of board policies related to student behavior, all references to “parent”
include a parent, a legal guardian, a legal custodian or another caregiver adult authorized
to enroll a student under policy 4120, Domicile or Residence Requirements.
C.

APPLICABILITY
Students must comply with the Code of Student Conduct in the following circumstances:

D.

1.

while in any school building or on any school premises before, during or after
school hours;

2.

while on any bus or other vehicle as part of any school activity;

3.

while waiting at any school bus stop;

4.

during any school-sponsored activity or extracurricular activity;

5.

when subject to the authority of school employees; and

6.

at any place or time when the student’s behavior has or is reasonably expected to
have a direct and immediate impact on the orderly and efficient operation of the
schools or the safety of individuals in the school environment.

CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATIONS
Violations of the Code of Student Conduct must be dealt with in accordance with the
guidelines established in the school’s behavior management plan (see policy 4302,
School Plan for Management of Student Behavior).
1.

Minor Violations
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Minor violations of the Code of Student Conduct are those less severe infractions
involving a lower degree of dangerousness and harm. Examples of minor
violations include the use of inappropriate or disrespectful language,
noncompliance with a staff directive, dress code violations and minor physical
altercations that do not involve a weapon or an injury.
Aggravating
circumstances, however, may justify treating an otherwise minor violation as a
serious violation.
Minor violations of the Code of Student Conduct may result in disciplinary
measures or responses up to and including short-term suspension. Further
information regarding the procedures for short-term suspensions is provided in
policy 4351, Short-Term Suspension. Other disciplinary measures or responses
may include, but are not limited to, the following:
a.

parental involvement, such as conferences;

b.

isolation or time-out for short periods of time;

c.

behavior improvement agreements;

d.

instruction in conflict resolution and anger management;

e.

peer mediation;

f.

individual or small group sessions with the school counselor;

g.

academic intervention;

h.

in-school suspension;

i.

detention before and/or after school or on Saturday;

j.

community service;

k.

exclusion from graduation ceremonies;

l.

exclusion from extracurricular activities;

m.

suspension from bus privileges; and

n.

placement in an alternative school.

The parent or guardian is responsible for transportation that may be required to
carry out a consequence. With the exception of suspension from bus privileges, if
a parent or guardian is unable to provide transportation, another consequence will

MCDOWELL COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY MANUAL
75

Page 3 of 4

Policy Code:

4300

be substituted.
2.

Serious Violations
Serious violations of the Code of Student Conduct may result in any of the
consequences that may be imposed for minor violations. In addition, serious
violations that threaten to substantially disrupt the educational environment may
result in long-term suspension, and serious violations that threaten the safety of
students, school employees or school visitors may result in long-term suspension
or expulsion. Certain violations involving firearms or explosive devices may
result in a 365-day suspension. Further information regarding the standards and
procedures for long-term suspensions, 365-day suspensions and expulsions is
provided in policies 4351, Short-Term Suspension, and 4353, Long-Term
Suspension, 365-Day Suspension, Expulsion. (See also policy 4333, Weapons,
Bomb Threats, Terrorist Threats and Clear Threats to Safety, for information
regarding 365-day suspensions for certain violations involving firearms or
explosive devices.)

E.

ENFORCEMENT
The superintendent is responsible for supervising the enforcement of the Code of Student
Conduct to ensure that school disciplinary policies are uniformly and fairly applied
throughout the school system.

Legal References: G.S. 115C-47, -276(r), -288, -307, -390.1, -390.2
Cross References: Goals and Objectives of the Educational Program (policy 3000), Counseling
Program (policy 3610), Domicile or Residence Requirements (policy 4120), Student Behavior
policies (4300 series)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: August 15, 2011
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The board will not tolerate assaults, threats or harassment from any student. Any student
engaging in such behavior will be removed from the classroom or school environment for as
long as is necessary to provide a safe and orderly environment for learning.
A.

PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR
1.

Assault
Students are prohibited from assaulting, physically injuring, attempting to injure
or intentionally behaving in such a way as could reasonably cause injury to any
other person. Assault includes engaging in a fight.

2.

Threatening Acts
Students are prohibited from directing toward any other person any language that
threatens force, violence or disruption, or any sign or act that constitutes a threat
of force, violence or disruption.
Bomb and terrorist threats are also addressed in policy 4333, Weapons, Bomb
Threats, Terrorist Threats and Clear Threats to Safety.

3.

Harassment
Students are prohibited from engaging in or encouraging any form of harassment,
including bullying of students, employees or other individuals on school grounds
or at school-related functions. Harassment is unwanted, unwelcome and
uninvited behavior that demeans, threatens or offends the victim and results in a
hostile environment for the victim. The hostile environment may be created
through pervasive or persistent misbehavior or a single incident if sufficiently
severe.
Harassment and bullying are further defined in policy 1710/4021/7230,
Prohibition Against Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying. Complaints of
harassment will be investigated pursuant to policy 1720/4015/7225,
Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying Complaint Procedure. For incidents of
misbehavior that do not rise to the level of harassment, see policy 4310, Integrity
and Civility, which establishes the expectation that students will demonstrate
civility and integrity in their interactions with others.

B.

CONSEQUENCES
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with
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Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies. The superintendent or designee
shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be
imposed on a student for violations of this policy.
A student who is long-term suspended or reassigned to alternative education services as a
result of assaulting or injuring a teacher shall not return to that teacher’s classroom
without the teacher’s consent.
Legal References: G.S. 14-33, -34 through -34.2; 115C-47, -276(r), -288, -307, -390.2, -390.7
Cross References: Prohibition Against Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying (policy
1710/4021/7230), Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying Complaint Procedure (policy
1720/4015/7225), Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Integrity and Civility (policy 4310),
Weapons, Bomb Threats, Terrorist Threats and Clear Threats to Safety (policy 4333)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: May 17, 2010; August 15, 2011
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An orderly school environment is necessary for teachers to be able to teach and for students to be
able to learn. Students are encouraged to participate in efforts to create a safe, orderly and
inviting school environment. Students also are entitled to exercise their constitutional rights to
free speech as a part of stimulating, inviting educational environment. A student’s right to free
speech will not be infringed upon; however, school officials may place reasonable, constitutional
restrictions on time, place and manner in order to preserve a safe, orderly environment.
Principals and teachers have full authority as provided by law to establish and enforce standards
and rules as necessary to create orderly schools and classrooms.
A.

PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR
Students are prohibited from disrupting teaching, the orderly conduct of school activities,
or any other lawful function of the school or school system. The following conduct is
illustrative of disruptive behavior and is prohibited:

B.

1.

intentional verbal or physical acts that result or have the potential to result in
blocking access to school functions or facilities or preventing the convening or
continuation of school-related functions;

2.

appearance or clothing that (1) violates a reasonable dress code adopted and
publicized by the school; (2) is substantially disruptive; (3) is provocative or
obscene; or (4) endangers the health or safety of the student or others (see policy
4316, Student Dress Code);

3.

possessing or distributing literature or illustrations that significantly disrupt the
educational process or that are obscene or unlawful;

4.

engaging in behavior that is immoral, indecent, lewd, disreputable or of an overly
sexual nature in the school setting;

5.

failing to observe established safety rules, standards and regulations, including on
buses and in hallways; and

6.

interfering with the operation of school buses, including delaying the bus
schedule, getting off at an unauthorized stop, and willfully trespassing upon a
school bus.

CONSEQUENCES
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with
Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies. The superintendent or designee
shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be
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imposed on a student for violations of this policy.
Legal References: U.S. Const. amend. I; N.C. Const. art. I, § 14; G.S. 14-132, -132.2, -288.2, 288.4; 115C-47, -288, -307, -390.2
Cross References: Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Student Dress Code (policy 4316)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: June 13, 2011; August 15, 2011
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The board believes that the dress and personal appearance of students greatly affect their
academic performance and their interaction with other students. The board requests that parents
outfit their children in clothing that is conducive to learning. Generally, dress and grooming
standards as determined by the student and his or her parents will be deemed acceptable.
However, the board prohibits any appearance or clothing that does the following: (1) violates the
guidelines in this policy; (2) is substantially disruptive; (3) is provocative or obscene; or (4)
endangers the health or safety of the student or others.
All students must observe the following guidelines:
1.

For safety reasons, pants must be worn at or above the hip line and should not extend
below the bottom of the shoes.

2.

Shirts, blouses and dresses shall cover the abdomen, back and both shoulders. Seethrough clothing is prohibited. Shirts and tops must meet the waistband of pants, shorts
or skirts at all times with no midriff, cleavage or underwear visible at any time.

3.

Footwear is required and must be safe and appropriate for classroom activities. With the
exception of medically prescribed footwear, soles and heels are not to exceed a total
height of three inches.

4.

Any clothing, jewelry, accessories or book bags that depict, advertise or promote gangs
or illegal drug, alcohol or tobacco use or that convey sexually explicit or vulgar language
or images are prohibited. Each principal shall, in consultation with the local police
department, compile a list of current gang symbols. The items on this list shall be
considered to depict gang affiliation and shall be prohibited. This list shall be updated
frequently and publicized to the students whenever changes are made.

5.

Trench coats are prohibited.

6.

Skirts, dresses and shorts must fall at least as low as four inches above the top of the
knee.

7.

Jewelry and accessories that could be used as weapons are prohibited.

8.

No head covering of any sort shall be worn in the classroom unless required for religious
reasons.

The principal may allow exceptions to this dress code only on special occasions, such as
holidays, pep rallies and special performances. The principal may further prescribe additional
dress requirements appropriate to certain classes, such as physical education, career and technical
education (vocational) and science classes.
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Before being punished, a student who is not in compliance with this policy or a school dress code
will be given a reasonable period of time to make adjustments so that he or she will be in
compliance. Disciplinary consequences for a student who fails to comply after being offered this
opportunity shall be consistent with Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies. The
superintendent or designee shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of
consequences that may be imposed on a student for violation of the dress code.
Legal References: G.S. 115C-47, -390.2
Cross References: Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), School Plan for Management of
Student Behavior (policy 4302), Disruptive Behavior (policy 4315)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: August 15, 2011
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Unauthorized or illegal drugs and alcohol are a threat to safe and orderly schools and will not be
tolerated. The superintendent is responsible for ensuring that this policy is consistently applied
throughout the school system.
A.

PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR
Students are prohibited from possessing, using, transmitting, selling or being under the
influence of any of the following substances:
1.

narcotic drugs;

2.

hallucinogenic drugs;

3.

amphetamines;

4.

barbiturates;

5.

marijuana or any other controlled substance;

6.

synthetic stimulants, such as MDPV and mephedrone (e.g., “bath salts”), and
synthetic cannabinoids (e.g., “Spice,” “K2”);

7.

any alcoholic beverage, malt beverage, fortified or unfortified wine or other
intoxicating liquor; or

8.

any chemicals, substances or products procured or used with the intention of
bringing about a state of exhilaration or euphoria or of otherwise altering the
student’s mood or behavior.

Students also are prohibited from possessing, using, transmitting or selling drug
paraphernalia or counterfeit (fake) drugs. Students may not participate in any way in the
selling or transmitting of prohibited substances, regardless of whether the sale or
transmission ultimately occurs on school property.
Possession or use of prescription and over-the-counter drugs is not in violation of this
policy if such drugs are possessed and used in accordance with policy 6125,
Administering Medicines to Students. The principal may authorize other lawful uses of
substances that are otherwise prohibited by this policy, such as for approved school
projects.
B.

CONSEQUENCES
As required by policy 4335, Criminal Behavior, the principal must report to the
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appropriate law enforcement agency any student who has used or possessed prohibited
substances in violation of this policy.
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with
Section D of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies. The superintendent or designee
shall list in the Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be
imposed on a student for violations of this policy.
Legal References: G.S. 18B-301; 20-11(n1); ch. 90 art. 5; 115C-47, -276, -288, -307, -390.2
Cross References: Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Criminal Behavior (policy 4335),
Administering Medicines to Students (policy 6125)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: June 13, 2011; August 15, 2011
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The board is committed to creating safe, orderly, clean and inviting schools for all students and staff.
To this end, the board supports state laws that prohibit the sale or distribution of tobacco products to
minors and that prohibit the use of tobacco products by minors. The board also supports state and
federal laws that prohibit the use of tobacco products in school buildings, on school campuses, and in
or on any other school property owned or operated by the school board. For the purposes of this
policy, the term “tobacco product” means any product that contains or that is made or derived from
tobacco and is intended for human consumption, including electronic cigarettes and all lighted and
smokeless tobacco products.
A.

PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR
In support of the board’s commitments and state and federal law, students are prohibited
from using or possessing any tobacco product (1) in any school building, on any school
campus, and in or on any other school property owned or operated by the school board,
including school vehicles; (2) at any school-related activity, including athletic events; or (3)
at any time when the student is subject to the supervision of school personnel, including
during school trips.
Nothing in this policy prohibits the use or possession of tobacco products for an instructional
or research activity conducted in a school building, provided that the activity is conducted or
supervised by a faculty member and that the activity does not include smoking, chewing or
otherwise ingesting tobacco.

B.

CONSEQUENCES
The disciplinary consequences for violations of this policy shall be consistent with Section D
of policy 4300, Student Behavior Policies. The superintendent or designee shall list in the
Code of Student Conduct the specific range of consequences that may be imposed on a
student for violations of this policy.
In determining appropriate consequences for violations of this policy, school officials are
encouraged to identify programs or opportunities that will provide students with a greater
understanding of the health hazards of tobacco use, the hazards of secondhand smoke, and
the impact of tobacco use on efforts to provide a safe, orderly, clean and inviting school
environment.

C.

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS
The administration shall consult with the county health department and other appropriate
organizations to provide students with information and access to support systems and
programs to encourage students to abstain from the use of tobacco products. The school
system may, from time to time, provide free non-smoking programs and services to its
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students.
D.

NOTICE
Students will be provided with notice of the information in this policy through the Code of
Student Conduct, student handbooks or other means identified by the principal. In addition,
the principal shall post signs in a manner and at locations that adequately notify students,
school personnel, and visitors about prohibitions against the use of tobacco products in all
school facilities, on all school grounds, and at all school-sponsored events.

Legal References: Pro-Children Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. 6081 et seq.; G.S. 14-313; 115C-47, -288, 307, -390.2, -407
Cross References: Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Smoking and Tobacco Products (policy
5026/7250)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: August 15, 2011
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The board recognizes that cellular phones and other wireless communication devices have
become an important tool through which parents communicate with their children. Therefore,
students are permitted to possess such devices on school property so long as the devices are not
activated, used, displayed or visible during the instructional day or as otherwise directed by
school rules or school personnel. Wireless communication devices include, but are not limited
to, cellular phones, electronic devices with internet capability, paging devices, two-way radios
and similar devices.
A.

AUTHORIZED USE
Administrators may authorize individual students to use wireless communication devices
for personal purposes when there is a reasonable need for such communication. Teachers
and administrators may authorize individual students to use the devices for instructional
purposes, provided that they supervise the students during such use.
Although use generally is permitted before and after school, use of cellular phones and
other wireless communication devices may be prohibited on school buses when noise
from such devices interferes with the safe operation of the buses. In addition, elementary
and middle school students who participate in after-school programs are prohibited from
using wireless communication devices during such programs.

B.

CONSEQUENCES FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE
School employees may immediately confiscate any wireless communication devices that
are on, used, displayed or visible in violation of this policy. Absent compelling and
unusual circumstances, confiscated wireless communication devices will be returned only
to the student’s parent or guardian.
Violations of this policy will result in consequences as provided in the school’s student
behavior management plan (see policy 4302, School Plan for Management of Student
Behavior). Aggravating factors may subject a student to more stringent disciplinary
consequences, up to and including suspension. Such aggravating factors include, but are
not limited to, using wireless communication devices (1) to reproduce images of tests,
obtain unauthorized access to school information or assist students in any aspect of their
instructional program in a manner that violates any school board policy, administrative
regulation or school rule; (2) to bully or harass other students; (3) to send illicit text
messages; and (4) to take and/or send illicit photographs.

C.

SEARCH OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICES
In accordance with policy 4342, Student Searches, a student’s wireless communication
device and its contents, including, but not limited to, text messages and digital photos,
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may be searched whenever a school official has reason to believe the search will provide
evidence that the student has violated or is violating a law or a school rule. The scope of
such searches must be reasonably related to the objectives of the search and not
excessively intrusive in light of the nature of the suspected infraction.
D.

LIABILITY
Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless
communication devices. The school system is not responsible for the theft, loss or
damage of a cellular phone or other personal wireless communication devices.

Legal References: G.S. 115C-36, -391
Cross References: School Plan for Management of Student Behavior (policy 4302), Disruptive
Behavior (policy 4315), Student Searches (policy 4342)
Adopted: February 16, 2009
Revised: June 13, 2011
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Appendix E:
Graduation and Honor Policies
Graduation Honors

91

Club Honors

92

90

Graduation Honors
Junior Marshals honors are bestowed upon the top 10% of the junior class each year based
on weighted GPA.
Valedictorians and Salutatorians are selected each year for the 13th and 12th grades. These
students are ranked number 1 and 2 in their respective class based on their weighted GPA.
Honor graduates are designated as being in the top 10% of their grade level based on
weighted GPA.

91

Key Club Honor Medallion Requirements:
Each school year, members must do the following to maintain membership in the club:
• Dues paid on time.
• Participation in a committee.
• 10 hours minimum of participation in club events, service projects, or fundraisers
outside of regular meeting time (DCON=5; Fall Rally=3; supply contributions TBD).
• 80% meeting attendance each year.
• Participate in the Variety Show and/or County Talent Show.
• New members must attend Initiation or have absence approved by sponsor ahead of
time.
*Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, members must also have a minimum of two years of
membership, meeting the requirements listed above, in order to earn the graduation
medallion

Student Council Honor Cords:
Minimum two years of membership, including active membership during student’s final year.
Active attendance at two meetings per month.

Interact Honor Cords:
I.
Service Hours
There is a minimum of five (5) service hours required from each member. Two (2) of these come from
service during school hours, such as working on a poster during Academic Support. The remaining
three (3) hours come from service outside of the school day, such as decorating for the Christmas
Dance.
II.
Dues
Each Interact Member must pay $20 in dues every year. This may be paid in full or split into two
payments of $10 per semester. If unpaid, that member will not be allowed to join Interact the
following year.
III.
Graduating Senior Requirements (Cord)
To earn these acknowledgements to wear at graduation, membership of two (2) consecutive years,
including senior year is required. In addition, the completion of all member requirements during those
years, such as service hours and paid dues, is mandatory.
IV.
Absences
No more than three (3) unexcused absences are allowed for each member to remain in the club. If
there is an issue regarding attendance, it must be reported to the club Secretary.
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Journalism Honor Cords:
Students are admitted to MEC’s Journalism Honor Society by the following
criteria:
•
•

Completing two full school years of work on either the staff of the MEC Yearbook or
The Green Screech
And completing two years of either service on either publication staff with no major
incidents.

International Club
3 or more consecutive years with active participation in all aspects of the club. Including
paying of club dues(which is new...probably 10$) regular attendance to club meetings,
commitment to service projects we engage in and contributing to fundraising efforts.
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