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224 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2019
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
We welcome you to the 2019-20 school year – our 11th year! This year we begin with an
enrollment of 91 students – our largest enrollment to date; our freshman and sophomore classes
are full with 25 each, with a junior class of 22 and a senior class of 19. We also welcome seven
new faculty and staff.

2019-20 School Calendar: Each month you will find an updated
School Calendar enclosed with this newsletter, which can also be
found on the home-page of our website at www.stpatsri.org. Please
note the following dates and times on your calendar at home:
•

Tuesday, September 24th: Donors’ Breakfast, 8:00 to 9:00am
The Development Office will host a breakfast for invited donors
to better acquaint them with our school and our students; several
selected students – members of our Ambassadors’ Club – will
join them.

•

Thursday, September 26th: Student Council’s Dress-Down Day
Each month, the Student Council will invite students to contribute towards a charitable
activity in order to “dress down” for the day.

•

Friday, September 27th: Professional Day for Faculty and Staff – No School
Sgt. Ken Vinacco, Providence Police Dept., will offer a presentation to all faculty and staff
on how to respond in the event of an “active shooter” scenario.

•

Wednesday, October 2nd: Flu Clinic, 8:00 to 9:30am
This flu clinic is open to all students, at no charge, whose parents register
them online or with the enclosed registration form, and to all faculty and staff
who register. Please call Mrs. Lixiu Lin, our School Nurse, if you have any
questions.

•

Friday, October 4th: Play Presentation - TOLTON, 10:00 to 11:30am
A play presentation for all students about the true story of a young black
slave who becomes a Catholic priest. This play will be presented to all our students and to
the 8th grade students from five neighboring Catholic elementary schools.

•

Friday, October 11th: Faculty & Staff Retreat – No School

•

Monday, October 14th: Columbus Day – No School
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4th Quarter Honor Roll
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0)
Isabel Arnaut, 11
Dulce Maria Flores, 11
Victoria Fuller, 11
Angelica James, 11
Moeisha Joseph, 11
Diego Cante, 10
Fernando Ibanez, 10
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Shakira DaGraca, 12
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 12
Dylan Kelly, 12
Amanda Solano, 12
Angel Benitez, 11
Sebastian Perez, 11
Jaylin Carty, 10
Sofia DelaCruz, 10
Ashley Diaz, 10
Salma Disla, 10
Alicia Martinez, 10
Martha Salvatierra, 10
Oscar Cabral, 9
Kevin Hernandez, 9
Edwin Hernandez-Zanella, 9
Nataly Larios, 9
Daniela Morales, 9
Elijah Nsoah, 9
Thomas Oliveira, 9
Chasterin Peralta, 9
Nayelie Rodriguez, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
Angel Cruz, 12
Angela Gonzalez, 12
Amy Hidalgo, 12
Nathalie Martinez, 12
Leah Terceira, 12
Brittney Lucero, 11
Cleia Monteiro, 11
Abisola Oladipo, 11
Luvince Tilus, 11
Daniel Cantera, 10
Ryan Joseph, 10
Jose Trujillo, 10
Tahj Aime, 9
Roysel Galvan, 9
Samantha Galvao, 9
Sofia Paiz, 9
Christelle Parfait, 9
Arianna Taveras, 9

New Faculty & Staff
We offer a warm welcome to Mrs. Kimberly Adam, our
new Guidance Director. Mrs. Adam earned a B.A. in
Psychology from Boston College and holds Masters’ degrees
in Psychology from the University of Alabama and School
Counseling from Assumption College. She has extensive
experience as a high school teacher and worked for several
years as a guidance counselor in two Massachusetts Catholic
high schools.
Mrs. Kelly Andreoni will be teaching English to students in
grades 10, 11 and 12. Mrs. Andreoni holds a B.A. in
English/Composition from the University of Massachusetts –
Lowell and a Master of Arts in Teaching from Boston
University. She taught English at Revere (MA) High School
for twelve years before she and her family moved to Rhode
Island.
Miss Emily Cuellar is our new Director of Campus
Ministry and will be teaching Religion in grade 9. Miss
Cuellar is a recent graduate of Salve Regina University with
a B.A. in Philosophy, Music, and Psychology. A parishioner
of St. Patrick Parish, she has worked for two years as the
Director of Youth Ministry at St. Thomas More Parish,
Narraganset.
Also joining the St. Patrick Academy faculty is Mrs. Julia
Lewis, our new Religion teacher for grades 10 & 11. She
received her B.A. in Philosophy from Marquette University.
Mrs. Lewis taught ELA and Social Studies for many years in
New Bedford, MA, and Providence public schools, and also
taught Religion at St. Matthew School and St. Pius V School
in Providence, as well as Confirmation classes at Holy Ghost
Parish in Tiverton.
Ms. Tyler Lewis, our new Donor Relations Officer, has
raised funds for and awareness of Rhode Island-based
educational, social services, and grass-roots organizations.
Her experience includes development for an urban
Providence charter high school, where she found grants and
funding opportunities for underserved students.
Mrs. Lixiu Lin is our new School Nurse. Mrs. Lin earned
her B.S. degree in Nursing from Rhode Island College. She
worked as a nurse for Health Concepts, Ltd., has served as a
school nurse in the Narragansett and North Scituate public
schools, and continues to work part-time as the school nurse
for Global Education working with foreign exchange
students.
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Mr. William Sand is our new Physics teacher. Mr. Sand earned his B.S. degree in Physics from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, worked as a design engineer, and taught other drafters and
engineers for many years until his recent retirement. He received his R.I. teaching certificate for
high school Physics in 2018.

FACTS-SIS/RenWeb: At the beginning of the school year, we provided new students and
parents with instructions on how to access student grades and assigned work online through
RenWeb. We hope and expect that parents and students will find this program to be easy and
simple to use, but if you have any problems, please contact our IT Coordinator, Mr. Mark
Luzzi, at 401-421-9300 or by email at mluzzi@stpatrickacademyri.org.

Dress Code / Donnelly’s: If you still have not yet purchased school uniform
items, you must contact our uniform supplier, Donnelly’s Clothing Store as soon
as possible (50 Sharpe Dr., Cranston; 401-942-5202). There are consequences
as set forth in the Parent-Student Handbook for students who are not in dress
code. However, we will work with you if there are legitimate issues.

Campus Ministry
On Friday, September 10th, the 9th grade went on their Class Retreat at
Mother of Hope Camp in Chepachet, RI. This retreat is designed to help
build class community by partaking in a “Ropes” course, which helps build
trust among the students.
•

•

St. Patrick’s will be hosting a live theatrical performance of the play
Tolton: From Slave to Priest on Friday, October 4th, from 10:00 to
11:30am in the gym. All students will attend this performance and we will
be inviting the 8th grade students at five area Catholic elementary schools
to join us - St. Pius V School, Blessed Sacrament School, St. Paul School,
Bishop McVinney School and Sacred Heart School.
Tolton: From Slave to Priest is a powerful new production based on the
life of Fr. Augustus Tolton, the first African American priest. This
compelling true story of courage, forgiveness, and reconciliation resonates
deeply with modern American audiences. Fr. Tolton was born a slave on a
Missouri farm in 1854. His mother risked everything to reach freedom in Illinois with her
three small children.
After settling in the town of Quincy, Illinois, the family continued to experience hardships
and prejudice. In spite of this, he persevered in his deep desire to become a Catholic priest.
When every seminary in the United States rejected him, Augustus did not give up, and he
was finally ordained in Rome. Upon his return to Illinois, Fr. Tolton worked tirelessly to
serve people of all races, especially the former slaves who settled in Chicago, until he died of
exhaustion at the age of 43 in 1897. Fr. Tolton saw the Catholic Church as the antidote to the
discrimination and rejection that he experienced in his own life. “It was the priests of the
Church who taught me to pray and to forgive my persecutors,” he said. “We should welcome
all people into the Church, not send them away.”
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Breakfast & Lunch Program
We have begun the process of notifying families as to the results of their
applications for free or reduced-price meals. We are still waiting for the
return of some applications. Even if you do not want your child to receive
school meals, we ask you to complete the application and return it to the
school. You may send it in with your child, drop it off in person, or mail it to
us.
As you know, we must raise nearly 90% of the costs for educating the
students at St. Patrick Academy from outside sources. There are several
programs and grants that we apply for that require accurate information about how many of our
students qualify for free or reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Program. So,
by completing the application, you are helping the Academy continue to serve you, your child
and all our students. In addition, by completing this form for us you are assured that if your
child does want a school meal, there will be little or no cost to you.
Families of students who eat school meals and have not completed a lunch application must be
charged the full price regardless of their eligibility for free or reduced-price meals.

Guidance Office
Our new Guidance director, Mrs. Kimberly Adam, has more
than 10 years of experience in guidance counseling with an
emphasis on college and career planning. Mrs. Adam has
begun meeting with each of our seniors to establish a college
plan. Many have signed up to take the SAT this fall and are
now researching college options. She will be assisting all our
seniors in completing their college applications, including
acquiring recommendations and writing essays, and will also
be working with seniors and their families as they complete
FAFSA and CSS profiles to apply for financial aid.
Many of our seniors have created their Common Application and College Board Accounts and
are in the process of choosing which Common Application essay they will write. Each senior has
been given a folder to use to keep all the college admissions information that they will be
receiving.
Mrs. Adam has also begun meeting the underclassmen in order to build relationships with them.
Her plan is to increase awareness of students’ post-secondary options throughout grades 9-12.
Important College News & Events:
Monday, September 23
The 10th Annual College Fair at McCoy Stadium, 1 Columbus Ave., Pawtucket, will be held
from 6:00 to 8:00pm. Over one hundred colleges are expected to be there to talk about their
academic, extracurricular and financial aid programs and to answer questions you have about
their schools. You don't want to miss out! Attendance is free. Go to https://www.risla.com/enus/college-planning-center to register.
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Monday, October 7
College Financial Aid Workshop, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, Cranston High School West, 80 Metropolitan
Ave., Cranston, presented by U.S. Senator Jack Reed.
Wednesday, October 16
All sophomores and juniors will take the PSAT/NMSQT at St. Patrick Academy from 8:00am12:00pm. Students will then continue with their regular class schedule. This is a full day of
school and all students should come in regular school uniform.
Sunday, October 20
43rd Annual Regional College Fair, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Johnson & Wales University, Wildcat
Center, 320 Harborside Blvd., Providence.
Thursday, December 5
All freshmen will take the PSAT 8/9 at St. Patrick Academy from 8:00 am -12:00pm. Students
will then continue with their regular class schedule. This is a full day of school and all students
must come in regular school uniform.
Parents are always welcome to reach out with any questions/concerns by calling Mrs. Adam at
404-421-9300, ext. 23, or emailing her at kadam@stpatrickacademyri.org.

Athletics News
St. Patrick Padres’ athletic season has gotten off to a great start with the second year of our fall
Soccer club program. Coach Aaron Auslander has returned to lead the co-ed team this season.
We are scheduling scrimmages with RIIL schools as the team continues to practice at the field at
Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Parish just two blocks from St. Patrick’s. Schedules will be
provided to the team members and the school community as the scrimmages are organized.
This fall’s team includes: Freshmen – Gabriel
Aofolajuwonlo, Andy Barros, Daniel Larios, William
Santamaria, Sergio Espinoza and Cristerfer Pena;
Sophomores – Sofia Paiz, Leanne Gomes, Kevin
Hernandez, Elijah Nsoah and Edwin HernandezZanella; Juniors – Emanuel Aguilar Vargas, Michael
Aofolajuwonlo and Daniel Cantera; Seniors – Angel
Benitez.
We hope to see you at our scrimmages. Thank you for
all your support this fall season. GO PADRES!

Library News
The library will soon be starting a Book Club and a Research Club. The Book Club will begin
Monday, September 30th and will have regular meetings on Mondays and Wednesdays during
lunch in the library. The Research Club will hold its first meeting on Tuesday, October 1st, and
will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays during lunch in the library. Students who are interested are
asked to report to the librarian to sign up for these clubs.
The library has created a Book Review Blog website for our students. Students are encouraged to
read and write a summary and a review of the book for our site. Students can write a summary
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and reflection of their favorite book to submit it on the library page called Book Reviews. The
librarian will post your submission to the Book Review Blog site. Here is the link to our site.
https://spa2020.blogspot.com/ Have fun! Please contact Mrs. Mazhar if you have any questions.

Nurse’s Office
Flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza
viruses that infect the nose, throat, and sometimes the lungs. It
can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death.
The U.S. Center for Disease Control recommends a yearly flu
vaccine as the first and most important step in protecting against influenza and its potentially
serious complications.
The Wellness Company, in partnership with the Rhode Island Department of Health and school
departments throughout Rhode Island offer flu vaccinations. A free flu vaccination clinic will be
held at St. Patrick Academy on Wednesday, October 2nd for students, staff and faculty. There is
no out-of-pocket cost for this flu clinic. Insurance information will be collected if you are
insured, but no one will be turned away for lack of insurance.
Please fill out and sign the flu consent form enclosed, or, if you prefer, you can register online at
www.thewellcomp.com/chooseschool.aspx.
Also, some families will find an enclosed packet from Mrs. Lin, School Nurse, listing certain
medical requirements that have not yet been met, including a physical exam and/ or certain
vaccinations. If you have received this packet and your child needs vaccinations, the Wellness
Company will be holding a free Vaccination Clinic at St. Patrick Academy on Friday,
November 1st. If you would like to have your child receive this vaccination at this free clinic,
please complete the highlighted lines, sign the consent form and return it to us by Tuesday,
October 15th.

Student Council
The Student Council was busy this summer planning several special activities, school dances,
field trips, and a series of monthly dress-down days for charity for the 2019-20 school year.
The Council (photo, left) also elected officers for the
year, including: President – Moeisha Joseph; Vice
President – Angel Benitez; Secretary – Alicia Martinez;
and Treasurer – Daniel Cantera. These officers lead a
Council that also includes 12th grade representative
Giselle Martinez; 11th grade representative Ashley
Diaz; 10th grade representatives Chasterin Peralta,
Elijah Nsoah (missing from photo) and Oscar Cabral;
and 9th grade representatives Gbassah Doman, Sergio
Espinoza and William Santamaria.
The Student Council kicked off the school year with its first ever Mix-N-Meet in the gym on
Friday, August 30th. This special event was created to welcome all students to the St. Patrick
Academy school community and to facilitate the orientation of the freshman class and new
students.
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The year’s first Dress Down Day is planned for Thursday, September 26th. Students that wish
to participate are asked to bring in a donation of $2.00 that will be donated to Hurricane Dorian
Relief Efforts.
The Student Council will soon open the School Store at lunchtime on Mondays and
Wednesdays, selling a variety of snacks and treats, with income dedicated to future Student
Council events. A Car Wash fundraiser will be held in the large parking lot at St. Patrick’s on
Saturday, October 5th, from 9:00am to 12 noon.
This fall's Harvest Dance will be held on Friday, November 8th, from 6:00 to 10:00pm in the
gym. Be sure to mark your calendars! More information to follow.

Peer-Mentoring Program
The Peer Mentor Program is well under way with Mentors from the Junior and Senior class
pairing up with incoming students to help them adjust to life here at St. Patrick’s. Mentors have
lunch weekly with their mentees and check in with them frequently.

National Honor Society
The National Honor Society Executive Committee has met to prepare for the
group’s weekly meetings starting on Tuesday, September 17, 2019. Every Tuesday
at lunch all student members of the NHS will meet to work on projects like the
quarterly newsletter and other volunteer events.

Extracurricular Clubs & Activities
We are organizing several extracurricular clubs and activities to provide opportunities for our
students to follow their interests and increase the social interaction and skills. Among the clubs
that are available to our students this year are:
Ambassadors Club: In this club, moderated by Mr. Bruce Daigle, students serve as
representatives of the Academy at a variety of activities and events. They volunteer at our Open
House, guide visiting ‘shadow’ students, visit area schools to recruit 8th graders, and meet with
visiting donors and dignitaries. The club’s first meeting was Thursday, September 13th, and
more than 30 students signed up.
Art Club & National Art Honor Society: The Art Club and the St. Patrick Chapter of the
National Art Honor Society had its first meeting on Tuesday, September 10th with Mrs. Patricia
Hart as moderator. The NAHS met and nominated officers for the upcoming
school year.
Chess Club: Mr. Stephen Raymond, moderator, has announced that the
Chess Club will meet on Wednesday afternoons at 2:30pm in the library. All
interested students are invited to the club’s first meeting on Monday,
September 16th.
Club 3107: The Academy’s Club 3107 is our service club, moderated by Fr. James Ruggieri
and Miss Emily Cuellar, Campus Minister, which dedicates itself to helping those in our
neighborhood and around the world who live in poverty. The club meets on Thursdays after
school and had its first meeting of the new school year on September 12th.
St. Patrick Academy provides a Catholic, college-preparatory education to all students,
regardless of need, who aspire to spiritual, personal and academic excellence.

The library will also be establishing a Book Club and a Research Club, both of which will be
launched this month (see Library News, pg. 5). We are also working on continuing or
establishing other new clubs soon.

Social Media
St. Patrick Academy is now on Facebook! Like our page and follow us
at https://www.facebook.com/stpatrickacademy/ to get an inside look at
the Academy.
Also, our school now has an Instagram account that profiles what’s going
on here at school. If you use Instagram, please make sure to follow
@stpatrickacademyri.

Emergency Contact & Standing Order Forms: If you have not already completed and
returned the Emergency Contact Form and the Standing Order Form, we have sent one of each
home with your child for you to complete and return.
For students to be allowed to leave during the school day with a person who is not a parent or
legal guardian, we must have on file a completed and signed Emergency Contact Form, which
also lists the individuals who are authorized by the parent or guardian to pick up the student.
Students cannot be allowed to leave the school with any person who is not on this list.
A completed Standing Order Form gives the School Nurse permission to administer any of the
over-the-counter medications listed that a student may need to take during school hours.

Class Acts
Students in Mrs. Ashley Proulx’s U.S. History II Honors class have been
studying the Indian Wars of the late 19th century. As part of investigating
each event’s cause, course, and outcome, students were tasked with
creating a timeline that included each event’s date(s), leaders, and a
symbol that represented each event. Students were able to create the
timeline in any way they wanted. Pictured right is Fernando Ibanez’s
timeline of the Native American wars from 1800-1890.
The Math Department organized and held
a free nine-day Summer Math Camp at
St. Patrick’s in late July and August for
incoming freshmen and current students
(photo, left). The program was developed by Ms. Ellen Rogers,
Mr. Stephen Esau and Mrs. Jenifer LoVetere and was funded
through the federal Title IV Program.
Nine students participated in a curriculum designed to strengthen
the students’ basic math skills and prepare them for our 9th grade
Algebra I course. Skill development focused on basic numeracy,
fractions, measurement, comparing decimals and percentages,
basic Algebra concepts, and graphing.
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Alumni News
Amanda Solano, Class of 2019, was elected President of the
freshman Class of 2022 at the College of Mount St. Vincent in
Riverdale, NY.
Amanda was one of the top students in her high school class and
was the recipient of the NACEPF Leadership Award, one of the
top two senior awards presented at graduation. She is the daughter
of Ms. Aileen Malave and they reside in Cranston.
Congratulations, Amanda!

We are off to a great start this year and we look forward to a rich, rewarding school year with
you and our students. Please call us at 421-9300 if you any questions or concerns.
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Principal

Enclosures:

2019-20 School Year Calendar (updated) / September Lunch Menu
Free Dental Clinic flyer
Flu Clinic Registration Form
Medical Requirements Packet (physical exam/vaccinations); only certain students
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