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Happy Holidays!!!

Calendar of Events

What a first semester it has been!! A few HUGE celebrations are worthy of
noting up front to showcase the hard work of our Community Liaison team
and our business partnerships we are working hard to grow:

20 Rainbow Fun Day
21 1:15 Dismissal
24 Winter break until 1/7
No School

1) We just WON a $20,000 grant from the Takai Transition Center Network
to build a Lokahi Lounge for our ELL families to access extra supports as
they transition.
2) Pearl City Shopping Center donated $1,000 to help support school
needs.
3) Roy Yamaguchi donated $1,000 to help fund a special celebration for our
deserving faculty and staff.
4) Alexander and Baldwin gave us $1,000 matching funds for a community
projects our students worked on.
5) American Savings Bank donated 250 blankets for Rainbow Fun Day as
well and over $500 for student projects.
6) Tony Group, Pearl Hawaii Federal Credit Union AND Hawaii Community
Foundation provided over $500 to the school this month to support learning.
7) Home Depot Pearl City donated all of the paint for our mural that will be
painted by all students in January.
8) Bricks 4 Kidz, Pearl Hawaii FCU and Scouts for America came to judge
our Shark Tank and provide monetary sponsorships for the kids!
We have been busy at school maintaining the rigor of our academic program
and supporting the social emotional learning through Choose Love and all
the while pushing ourselves to learn more, care more and BE more!
Recently, grades 1-6 have gone through the first round of Academies. This
opportunity was provided to introduce students to the Pearl City High School
Academies that are offered to support career or college options. We want to
support student INTEREST and VOICE and truly give them some options at
an early age. From the looks of it, every child had a blast! Kudos to all of our
staff who went above and beyond to plan and execute academies.
Finally, if you haven’t heard already, private donors gave us $29,000 this year
to host a statewide Choose Love conference and we are gearing up to host
over 300 educators from across the state. Teachers will be opening up their
rooms to showcase both student work and instructional materials as others
are coming to find out more about how to help students (and adults) learn to
deal with stress, setback and failure. What an honor to support schools from
across the state!
As you head off into this holiday season, continue to
BUCKET FILL and remember that you cannot do life
alone. WE>ME is not only the foundation of our school,
but the foundation of the Waipio Gentry Community.
Enjoy your break and see you next year!!!
Sincerely,
Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

December

January

8 Back to School
PTSA Mtg 2:30 Library
16 Rainbow Assembly
21 MLK Holiday - No School

Choose Love Everyday
By Leland Akau-Morgan

Christmas is a holiday most
people celebrate. Others might
celebrate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
Las Posadas, or other holidays
during this time of year but they
all have something in common.
They all honor culture and
tradition. The holiday season is a
big time of the year to show
gratitude. There are many ways
to show gratitude during this time
of year by giving things in return
or just saying a simple thank you.
We should not only show
gratitude for the presents we are
given, but especially for family,
food, shelter, and clothes to wear.
Some of us don’t realize that we
don’t show gratitude and it’s good
to make saying “thank you” a
habit. Show gratitude everyday!
“Feeling gratitude and not
expressing it is like wrapping a gift
and not giving it”
William Arthur Ward

News from the Office
Students of the Week
11/13 Seylah-Jane Humalon K/A105
Marlie Oshiro 5/C102
A BIG thank you goes out to several of our community partners who in one
way or another have gone above and beyond to make contributions to help
our school this year.

American Savings Bank
Barry Villamil
Buffy Whiteman
Century 21
Duane Kurisu
Hawaii Community Foundation
Home Depot Pearl City
Jason Otero - Bricks for Kids
Kamehameha Schools
Krystle Fujikawa
Kumon of Waipio
Matt Cho - iReady

McDonald’s Waipio
Pearl City Foundation
Pearl Hawaii Federal Credit Union
Richard Ogawa
Representative Ryan Yamane
Roy Yamaguchi - Roy’s
Senator Breene Harimoto
Senator Michelle Kidani
Sylvan Learning Center
Tiffany Uchida
Tony Group
Zoey Grace

Office Announcement
Asbestos Removal Management Plan
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act
(AHERA) requires our school to notify
the faculty, staff and parents of the
presence and status of asbestos
containing materials in our school
buildings. The laws further requires
management plan based upon the
findings of the initial inspection.
We have conducted the required six (6)
months surveillance during the month
of December and will complete the
next surveillance in May. The results of
the recently completed surveillance
indicated that there have been no
changes in the condition of the
asbestos containing materials in our
school buildings.
A copy of the inspection report and the
Asbestos Management Plan is
available for your review in our school
office or at the Safety Security Section
of the DOE.

11/19 Abbie Tadaki 3/P23
Malakai Bello 5/C101
11/26 Kai Ogata3/A108
Brandon Glazer 5/B107
12/3

Marvin Isla K/A102
Ava Dzekedze 6/C203

12/10 Zoe Valdez K/A102
Atlakamani Magana 4/P5
12/17 Mariah Krieger 3/P26
Jeffrery Figueroa 5/B106

COngratulations!

WINTER BREAK
Dec. 24 - Jan. 7
Classes will resume on
Jan. 8

Lost and Found
Please check the lost and
found at the oﬃce for any
missing items. There are
many jackets, water bottles,
etc. that have not been
claimed! All items not
claimed by Dec. 21 will be
donated.

Box Tops
for Education
Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops for Education. Our
school will receive 10 cents for each qualifying General Mills Box Tops
collected during the year. Turn in the qualifying box tops to your child’s
teacher. Thank you for your support!

Rainbow Star of the Month
Ms. Jane Kang
By Arah Lee

This month’s Rainbow Star is… Ms. Kang! She is a 5th grade teacher in
room C102, and also a teacher for Math Club! So, let’s get to know a little bit
about her and her background story. Ms. Kang was born and raised in
Mililani. She went to elementary and middle school in Mililani. Then for high
school, she moved to Hawaii Kai and graduated from Kaiser High School. For
college, she went to the University of Hawaii and earned a Bachelor’s Degree
in Education. This will be her 11th year of teaching! She has taught at
Makaha Elementary and is currently teaching at our school. In her spare
time, she likes to swim, ride her bike, go to the beach, and make arts and craft
projects. She especially likes to travel to Korea in the wintertime on breaks. A
cool fact about Ms. Kang is that she is bilingual. She is fluent in both English
and Korean. When we asked her why she wanted to become a teacher, she
told us that she had always wanted to become a teacher ever since she was a
child. Ms. Kang says as a child, she used to line up her stuffed animals, sit in
a chair, and read aloud to them as if they were her students. Another reason
she is a teacher today is because she wants to reach out to as many students
as she can and help them succeed. In her family, she has her mother, father,
and a sister who is 5 years younger than herself. So, now that you know all
about her, don’t forget to go by her classroom and say hi!

Student Spotlight
Dream, Create, Inspire
By Leland Akau-Morgan

The Dream, Create, Inspire Enrichment class is a group of students that created
a useful product using recyclable items, taught by Mrs. Shibuya and Mrs.
Kurasaki. They “Dream” about the product they want to make, “Create” or make
it, and “Inspire” sell and profit through the product, then donate their profits to a
non-profit organization. What makes this Enrichment class special, is they make
a product and then present it to community partners. Special
thanks to our Community Partners, Wendy Bond from Pearl
Hawaii Credit Union, Mr. Caleb from the Scouts of America
and Jason Otero form Bricks for Kids who came to see their
presentations! The community partners sponsored their
products to help the
students build more. The
next step is to sell their
product and any profits will
then go to a non-profit
organization of their choice.
The Dream, Create and
Inspire class prepares
students who may want to
start their own business in
the future!

Academies
Twice a year students in grades 1-6 are able to take a break from regular classroom subjects.
Instead they can choose from a variety of different classes. The academies are geared toward Pearl
City High School’s Pathways. Academies offer student voice and choice as kids select an interest
area and learn job skills. Here are a few that we offer.

Plants and Crafts

Escape Room

Do you know what they did
in the Stem Room for
Academies? They made
Plant Crafts. It is taught by
Mr. Ogawa and Ms. Apao
and offered to grades 1, 4, 5
and 6. There are two
different plants that the kids
could choose to from,
Kalanchoe and Syngonium. Once they chose one of
the two plants, they can begin to create a plant craft.
First we think of a pot design or theme. Then, we paint
the design on the pot . We then have to do research
about the plant we chose and create a haiku about how
to take care of the plant, for example, how much
sunlight and water it
needs. After all of that,
we decide who we
would like to give the
plant to. The reason
the teachers teach this
academy class is
because they enjoy
planting and sharing
their ideas with other
students and teachers.

There is a new academy on campus! Escape
Room is one of the academies students can join,
and I’m in it! Escape room is run by the amazing
Ms. An and Mrs. Major! What it is all about is
teamwork and problem solving. One of the
activities we had was to find a missing reindeer.
We had to look around the classroom to find clues
to break into a box with a Christmas themed lock.
In the box there was another clue to find the
missing reindeer! I had a lot of fun in Escape Room
because I got to work with an amazing group. We
worked amazingly as a team. Escape Room is the
best academy I have done so far!

By Kou Hirohata and Naomi Manmano

By Leland Akau-Morgan

Yum Yum Yum
By Arah Lee

In this year of Academies, many new classes have been
created! One of them is Yum Yum Yum, taught by the
fabulous Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Fuller. The purpose of this
academy is to teach kids to make snacks and simple
meals by themselves with no cooking
and baking. In my experience
joining this class, it has taught me
some very useful tips to use when
cooking my own snacks and meals,
as well as making cooking fun!
Some of the snacks we have made
are: Burritos, Spam Musubis, and NoBake Mini Pudding Pies. In addition, we are also creating a cookbook featuring the recipes
we have made! So, if you are interested in cooking and want to learn how to make simple
things with no cooking, be sure to join this academy next year!

Acting

By Rylee Jordan
Did you ever want to be an actor in the future? Well, one
academy you can join is acting! This class helps you
show more emotion and not to be shy in front of people.
The class has seventeen students taught by Mr. Joyce. I
am in acting. So far it is really fun and entertaining to do.
One activity we did was called “Hot Seat.” In Hot Seat,
three people are chosen to sit in the front of the class. Mr.
Joyce and sometimes peers choose a situation, and you
have to show an emotion of how you would react. The
audience votes for the best reaction, and the winner gets
to stay in the front. I love acting, if I had a choice to join
again I will.

Kanoelani Academies
Tag Games

By Micah Fernandez
Which academy
are you in, and
what is it
about? Well, Mr.
Joyce is in
charge of Tag
Games. Tag
Games is an
academy
offered to first
graders. They
get to learn and
play new games
such as, Man from Mars, Walking Tag, Sharks and
Minnows, and more. While learning and playing, the
kids are exercising at the same time! Hopefully the
kids will share the games with their friends and play
these games at home too. Mr. Joyce really likes
doing Tag Games. It sounds like a lot of fun!

Soccer

By Naomi Manmano
Soccer is one of the academy classes for 5th-6th
grade. For this academy there are two teachers.
One of the teachers Ms. Ishii. She teaches 5th
grade in B106. The other teacher is Ms. Kyla, Mrs.
Takazono’s daughter. She plays for the women’s
soccer team at Chaminade University! There are
about 19 kids who signed up for this class. One of
the reasons Ms. Ishii chose to teach soccer is
because she has been playing soccer since
kindergarten. She also finds soccer a very
enjoyable sport to play with other people. In this
academy class you will learn how to work together
as a group, but you will also learn basic soccer
skills. You will learn how to pass to one another,
and also play against each other. For example,
they split up into different teams and scrimmage
against each other. When Ms. Ishii was younger
she found a great passion for soccer. Now she
wants the kids in this class to discover that same
passion as her. Also, for this class Ms. Ishii wants
the kids to learn life lessons from soccer while
working
together and
having fun at
the same
time! I hope
this
encourages
you to sign
up for soccer
next time we
have
academies!

After School Fun
Science Night

By Arah Lee and Naomi Manmano
Earlier this month, the 3rd grade held their annual Science Night. The students made
terrariums out of 2 liter bottles and plant materials to present as their project. One
question many children ask for Science Nights is: Why do we have Science Night?
The purpose of Science Night is to get parents involved with their children’s science
curriculum, which involves making terrariums, and also letting kids present what they
have learned throughout this quarter and first few
months of school. All together, about 30 people came!
In addition to the Science Night success, Ms. Roxburgh
says, “It went really well and the day after the Science
Night, the students who came, got to help the students
who couldn’t make it to Science Night build terrariums.”
This looks like it was a learning lesson of science, a
lesson of leadership for helping other students build
their terrariums, and to show how fun science can be!

Pearl City Carnival

Basketball

On November 18, we
had a performance at
the Pearl City High
School Carnival
where Kanoelani
Dance, Glee, and
Choir performed. We
performed songs
from the movie “The
Greatest Showman.”
When asked how it
felt to perform in front
of a big audience, 5th
grader, Rylee said, “it
was nerve racking
and enjoyable
because everyone
was recording you
perform.” 6th grader,
Micah said, ”it was
fun and I was not scared at all!” After the
performance ended we went on rides and played
games. It was a great day!

Congratulations to the Kanoelani Rainbows Basketball
Teams! Both 5th and 6th grade teams played five
games and our 6th grade made it to the semi-finals!
Great job to all the players for playing their hearts out!
Thanks to our coaches Mr. Joyce, Mr. Ho, and Mr.
Arreola, and special
thanks to all those who
came out to cheer our
teams on! Go Rainbows!

By Micah Fernandez and Rylee Jordan

By Naomi Manmano

Noted: Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

Turn in when we come back to school, Tuesday, January 8, 2019!
Student name/Classroom___________________________________
Parent Signature__________________________________________

*Each activity should last for at least 15 minutes!
**Get an adult to initial each ornament and sign at
the bottom.

During the break read your favorite books!
Decorate each ornament once you’ve completed each task.
Complete ALL the activities to receive a small reward
and be entered in a drawing for a
special prize!

Winter Break Reading Challenge K-2
Winter

Noted: Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

Turn in when we come back to school, Tuesday, January 8, 2018!
Student name/Classroom___________________________________
Parent Signature__________________________________________

*Each activity should last for at least 30 minutes!
**Get an adult to initial each ornament and sign at the bottom.

During the break read your favorite books!
Decorate each ornament once you’ve completed each task.
Complete ALL the activities to receive a small reward
and be entered in a drawing for a special prize!

Winter Break Reading Challenge GR 3-6

