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School board votes to seek $48 million bond

August

O

13-16: Registration

September

4: School starts
7: Friday school day
7: Ice cream social at
Brooklyn Primary. Visit
classrooms and meet
teachers from 4:30 to 5
p.m. Ice cream social is
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

October

4: Bike/Walk to School
Day

Summer Lunch

The district's summer
lunch program runs to
August 23.
Meals are free to all
children age 18 and
younger.
Meal sites and times:
• North Baker School:
11:15 a.m.
• Geiser-Pollman Park:
Noon
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n July 26, the Baker School District
board of directors voted to seek a
$48 million bond measure in the Nov. 6
election.
This decision resulted from nearly two
years of work to study the needs and issues
facing the district's facilities.
The process began in early 2016 when
the Facilities Master Plan committee assessed buildings. They reported findings to
the board in November 2016.
A 24-member Long-Range Facilities
Planning Committee met from March 2017
to January 2018. After nearly a year of
study, the committee identified the top priorities facing the district, and presented this
list to the board on February 15, 2018.
The priorities included:
• Safety and security at all schools
• Aging buildings with high maintenance and energy costs. Average age is 79
years.
• Enrollment above capacity at elementary and middle schools. Custodial
closets, auditorium stages and even shower
rooms have been converted into space for
reading groups at the elementary level. At
the middle school, students eat lunch on a
balcony above the gym because there is no
cafeteria.
• Underutilization of Baker High
School. Enrollment is 418; capacity is 830.
The committee considered options that
cost more than $100 million to address
these needs. After several surveys, more
than 100 presentations to community
groups, and a public input meeting, the
board decided on a bond of $48 million.

Key components of the bond

• New elementary school
The bond includes plans for building a
new elementary school for grades 1-6 on
district-owned land north of Baker High
School. This would address space issues,
provide safe drop off and pick up areas,
and create a modern learning environment
with classrooms that have room for handson, collaborative learning.
• Capital improvements at Baker High

N

ineteen community members
shared their comments about a
school bond during a standing-roomonly meeting in June with the Baker
School Board. Nearly all speakers noted
the age of the district's buildings, which
average 79 years.
"I graduated in 1956. It's time," said
Hal Huntington.
Dr. Nathan Defrees' first 12 years of
school were in Baker City. "One of the
things I loved is the support the community gave to the schools," he said. "We
need to make something for the next
generation. Make it better."
Lindy Petrik spoke as a parent who
volunteers at Brooklyn Primary every
week. "Anyone who comes into the
school can see it's packed to the brim.
Let's say yes for our kids, yes to a little
more each month," she said.
Judge Greg Baxter told the board that
moving middle school students to the
high school has been proposed twice in
the past. He didn't approve of either of
those plans. This current plan, he said,
School to accommodate 7th and 8th
graders
The proposed plan calls for moving
7th and 8th graders to BHS, with separate spaces for 7th and 8th grades and 9th
through 12th grades. This would address
capacity issues at Baker Middle School and
better utilize space at the high school. Also,
middle school students would gain access to vocational programs and advanced
course work.
• Safety and Security at all schools
This includes secure entries and key card
systems to better control access.
• Energy efficiency improvements at all
schools
Includes upgrading the heating and
ventilation systems, installing double pane
windows and adding state-of-the-art controls on all energy systems.
If approved by voters, the bond would

"Anyone who comes into
the school can see it's
packed to the brim."
— Lindy Petrik, Brooklyn
Primary parent
provides proper separation of the two
age groups. "I can tell you, the separation I agree with," he said. "That protects the kids." Baxter did recommend
that students are educated about Measure 11 "so they stay on the right side of
the law."
District attorney Matt Shirtcliff also
voiced his approval of the plan to remodel BHS. He, along with Baxter, was
not in favor of past plans. "It's the right
thing to do. It's time," he said.
Aysha Vidales works with the English
as a Second Language program. "I'm the
first program to get shoved in a closet,"
she said. "Space limits us in such a big
way."
cost homeowners an estimated $1.97 per
$1,000 of assessed value. That's about $197
per year for a home assessed at $100,000.

What about other district schools?
Brooklyn Primary School would continue to house kindergarten students and
would also welcome early education
partners such as Head Start. Any partners
would be required to share in operating
costs by paying for rent and utilities.
The district would assess whether South
Baker Intermediate and Baker Middle
School could be used for other K-12 educational purposes. If not, the district would
work with community partners to determine the best use for these buildings. In
the meantime, the district will maintain the
structures and landscaping.
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Help was appreciated

E

normous thanks to Kadie, AnneMarie, Paul, and Dan's amazing
crew today! We have all 10 Summer
Academy rooms completely set up and
ready to go with furniture, Chromebooks, and some amazing printed signs!
My tracker says 10.5 miles on my feet
today - I'm betting we all did that! What
an amazing group of people to work
with! Thank you!
Angela Lattin
Dean of Students,
Brooklyn Primary School

Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!

We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a
job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a photograph if
available. Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Keeping up with
Marla's Mall

Kinder camp kudos

H

olly Miller is a fabulous first
contact for our in-coming kindergarten students. She has welcomed
the students with a positive, joyful and
nurturing manner that is sure to put the
students at ease when starting school in
September.
aitlyn Johnson and Justin Miller
are assets to the Kinder Camp

K

hout out to an amazing Summer
Academy 2018 Staff. Our teachers — Kelsey Lehman, Sharon Paine,
Lisa Ensworth, Aysha Vidales, Jon Baer,
Stephanie Hendriksen, Corrie Bogardus,
Allisyn Ferdig, Leah Pepera, and Sonny
Gulick — and our paraprofessional staff
— Kevin Lee, Carla Aichele, Sophia
Galyen, Dixie Sutton, Nicole Miller,
and Shandra Lee — were top notch this
year. This group of educators made the
program run smoothly and ensured that
all our students not only had fun but
made academic progress in reading,
writing, and math! Couldn't ask for a
better group of people to work with!
Angela Lattin

S

hout out to our high school assistants for Summer Academy
2018: James Hays, Anna Carter, Kaitlyn
Nelson, Marisa Fuzi, Natalie Nelson,
Josie Ash, Hannah Johnson, Naomi
Woodward, and Briley Gulick. Baker
High School, the Baker City community, and the families of these young men
and women should be proud of them!
What an asset to our Summer Academy
program!
Angela Lattin

I

would like to recognize Susan Myers for her ability to run a tight ship
at Marla's Mall. Because she is in the
basement at North Baker, I can't imagine that many people in the school district see her or how she runs that entity.
Susan told me recently that she has
received almost 500 donations this
month alone. I don't know how she does
it. That is a lot of clothes, books, etc.,
that she has to sort and categorize. She
also supervises a group of students that
help her with the laundry and recycling
from the classrooms.
I see her almost every day as I do
some cleaning in that area. I have never
seen her slow down or take a decent
break. She has a lot on her plate and in
my opinion, handles it like a professional.
John Owen, custodian, North Baker
Education Center
(Marla's Mall accepts donations of
good quality used clothing and other
items, which are offered free to the
community. It is located in North Baker
School, 2725 Seventh St. The entrance
is located on the south side of the building.)

S

Posted on the Baker Middle School Facebook page: "Oliver Palmer, a soon-tobe 8th Grader at BMS (and tremendous artist) has been working on a fun project this summer creating a little flare for the student section of our bleachers.
Come see the finished product this year at any of our school functions!"
program. They are responsible and
conscientious. They take initiative to do
things they see need to be done and are
loved by the kids.
ris Borgen is our rock for working with our Kinder Camp kids.
Her mastery of conscious discipline is a
joy to watch.
melia Wentz is truly an asset to
Kinder Camp. Her connection
with the students is inspiring and the
transition to school will be more successful because of her.
Melissa Garner

K

A

A wonderful group

I

would like to say what a wonderful
group of teachers, aids and volunteers you procured for us. They supplied
all the expertise we needed to allow the
students as much freedom as possible
to explore and yet keep them safe. They

were outstanding and it was a pleasure to have them with us. I think the
students learned a lot and will have a
memory of this that will last a lifetime.
Please thank them and tell them that I
look forward to working with them and
you next year!
Steve Schauer, Anthony Lakes
Mountain Resort

Summer Academy
accolades

S

hout out to Rob Ferdig for attending nearly every Community
Partner Experience during Summer
Academy. Rob made sure the students
he was with were able to participate and
benefit from the experiences positively.
Thank you!
Summer Academy Staff

E

normous shout out to our Summer Academy 2018 Community
Partners for the experiences, lessons,
activities and support this summer!
Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort, Baker
County Community Literacy Coalition, Baker County Library, BTI, Baker
Heritage Museum, Building Healthy
Families, Crossroads, National Historic
Oregon Trail Interpretive Center, New
Directions NW, OSU, Powder Basin
Watershed Council, Sumpter Valley
Dredge State Heritage Area, US Forest Service, Umpqua Bank, and Baker
County YMCA. These organizations
make a tremendous difference in the
lives of our students! Thank you!
Summer Academy Staff

S

hout out to Millie Lutz for all the
behind the scenes work in the
Summer Academy office!
Angela Lattin

S

hout out to Ron Bobo for bringing
his bee presentation to Summer
Academy. Ron will forever be known
as "The Bee Guy" to our students! What
an amazing young man!
Summer Academy Staff

Bulldog Pride

June 2018 • www.baker5j.org

3

A bit of learning, and a lot of fun

Elementary students get a taste of Baker Technical Institute during STEAM camp

A

lot of science disguised as fun was packed into two four-day camps during
June at Baker Technical Institute. The STEAM camp (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Math) was designed for elementary students. Participants
ranged in age from fourth grade to seventh grade.
The camp was designed to challenge the youth in creative projects such as cars
made from water bottles and balloons, and constructing ziplines with parachute
cord to safely transport a carriage and figure made from Legos.
Students learned about BTI programs as well, with demonstrations in welding
and taking turns on the CAT simulators in the heavy equipment lab. Jill Nelson led
the group in an art project, and Kristen Anderson, who heads up BTI culinary arts,
helped the students make berry pies. The week ended with making rockets.
Dr. Thomas Joseph lead the STEAM camp, along with Desiree Christensen and
Abby Hobbs and BTI staff.
"We wanted it to be a nice balance between fun and education," Joseph said..
"Cooperation and problem solving has been invaluable."

Jack Heriza, right, and Ethan
Fletcher test out their Lego
zipline.

Kristen Anderson, who heads up BTI Culinary Arts, helps students make berry pies.

Students line up to take turns driving the excavator simulator at BTI's
heavy equipment lab.
Ben Nudd builds a piece for a Lego zipline.

Learning about drones.
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Summer Academy
C

lose to 200 children spent six weeks of
their summer combating "summer slump"
by participating in a grant-funded program.
Summer Academy met for 18 sessions, plus
a grand finale trip to Pendleton Water Park for
those who missed three days or fewer. Students
were divided by grade, from first to sixth.
The program ran Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Days were
filled with YMCA science projects and movement, volunteer readers, and visits from the
Baker County Library Bookmobile. During one
week, OMSI brought a planetarium.
Each week included field trips with several
partners, including the Powder Basin Watershed
Council, Baker Heritage Museum, Sumpter
Valley Dredge, National Historic Oregon Trail
Interpretive Center, Anthony Lakes Mountain
Resort and Baker Technical Institute.

Ron Bobo brought his honeybees to
teach the students about hives, honey
and how bees help the world.

Amber Conley made slime with
a YMCA station specializing in
STEM activities.

Every day included reading in small groups or with staff and volunteers.

Bulldog Pride

August 2018 • www.baker5j.org

5

Mastering Math
Incoming 9th graders hone algebra skills during summer sessions

I

ntegers, fractions and order of operations don't sound like summer words.
Yet 11 future 9th graders spent summer
mornings honing their math skills in an algebra readiness class taught by Angie Johnson
and Don Everson. The curriculum was developed by Kristen Spaulding, who teaches
math at Baker Middle School with Angie.
"It was really important to me that they get
this," Angie said.
The program ran for 12 sessions, from
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., Monday through
Wednesday.
After she welcomed the class, Angie
reminded the students about the goal for this
summer session: to "make sense of math
instead of just focusing on correct answers."
"You guys are there — you just need a
little bump of support," she said.
Ten students signed up, although attendance varied from week to week due to
family obligations. Participants were eligible based on their test score that assessed
readiness for Algebra I.
The goal for the summer course was to
cover five main areas: factorization, integars, order of operations, fractions and
equations. By brushing up on these concepts, the students would be ready to enter
Algebra I this fall as freshmen.
For Promise Hughes, summer school
wasn't just about working on math.
"It gets me up and going," she said with a
smile.
But Promise, who wants to be either a
dancer or forensic pathologist, did see the
value with practicing math over the summer.
"I hope it does help," she said. "I want to
get into Algebra I."
For Iriana Rosales, the extra practice
helped boost her confidence in tackling math
problems.
"We know the answers but we're not confident enough because we don't want to get it
wrong," Iriana said.
With math, practice is the key.
"Math is completely based on effort and
practice," Angie said.

Promise Hughes, left, and Iriana Rosales
practice order of operations to solve a math
sentence. Angie Johnson, shown explaining a problem on the board, led the summer
Algebra Readiness course along with Don
Everson. The program was offered for incoming ninth graders at Baker High School.

That practice includes concepts that start
well before high school. For instance, her
Algebra Readiness students worked on addition and subtraction problems that directly
related to multiplication and division.
"Math is such a stair-step subject," Angie
said.
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Baker High, Brooklyn receive seismic updates
C

onstruction began in May and continued through
the summer at Baker High School and Brooklyn
Primary to ensure the buildings are safer in case of an
earthquake. Work has been done by Griffin Construction,
and was funded by grants of approximately $2.6 million.
The upgrades included new roofs and windows, increased energy efficiency and new finishes to the buildings. The tall, brick chimneys at both schools were also
removed.
At both schools, the work tied the roof and walls together to create a stronger structure. Upgrades at Baker
High were mainly focused on the area of the gymnasium, including stiffening trusses that have been in place
since 1968. At Brooklyn, the entire roof received attention with new sheer plywood that are placed in such a
way to restrict lateral movement.
Work was on schedule to be completed by the time
staff and students return for the school year.

T

Brooklyn Primary received a new roof as
part of the grant-funded seismic updates.

Kinder Camp eases transition to kindergarten

he school district's
youngest learners
received a jump start on
kindergarten this summer at
Kinder Camp.
For six weeks, an average
of 25 kids attended sessions
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.
The program is designed
to be light on academics;
instead, the main focus is
working on social and emotional skills.
"There are some who have
come a long way. Without
Kinder Camp, it would have
made going to school a lot
harder," said Melissa Garner,
one of two certified teachers for the program. The staff of six included two certified teachers, two teachers from Head Start, and two high school assistants.
The program ran from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., longer than a normal preschool day
but not quite as long as full day kindergarten. Garner said Kinder Camp students
practice behaviors and routines typical to kindergarten such as raising your hand,
following directions, taking turns and transitioning from one activity to another.
The six weeks included field trips to go bowling at Elkhorn Lanes, hiking at the
Powder River Recreation Area, making rockets at Summer Academy and visiting
Albertsons. Every Tuesday included nutrition with the OSU Extension's SNAPEd program, and Wednesdays featured storytime at the library and lunch at Geiser
Pollman Park.
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Parent information
Parent advisory meeting topics set
A

ssistant superintendent
Betty Palmer started Parent Advisory meetings to offer
the chance for more in-depth
discussions about certain topics.
This school year will be the
fourth that she has offered the
Parent Advisory, which usually
meets monthly.
Notifications about the meetings go out by text and email, as
well as on the District’s Facebook page.
Although not all dates are
finalized, below is the schedule
through December. All meetings
are at the District Office, 2090
Fourth St.

Brooklyn Primary, South Baker,
Baker Middle School and
Baker High School
• August 13: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., BHS
• August 14: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., BHS
Keating Elementary
• August 13: 8 a.m. - 11 a.m., BHS
• August 14: 8 a.m. - noon, Keating School
Haines Elementary
• August 13: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., BHS
• August 14: 8 a.m. - noon,
Haines

September 25, 6 p.m.

Topic: Oregon Savings Plan
Presented by John Valley.
This plan is a state-sponsored
529 college savings plan that
helps families pay for the cost of
higher education. It is available
to any citizen or tax payer. Anybody, including grandparents and
other family members, can make
a contribution.
Any Oregon College Savings
Plan earnings grow tax free.
Withdrawals for qualified higher
education expenses are tax-free
at both the federal and state level.
Funds can be used for more than
just tuition, including required
fees, certain room and board
costs, books, supplies, as well as
computers and related technology costs such as Internet access
fees and printers.

Registration
Information

October 16, 6 p.m.
Topic: School bond

Superintendent Mark Witty
will present information about
the $48 million bond the district
is seeking to fund construction
of a new elementary school and
remodeling Baker High School
to include grades 7 and 8.

November 14, 6 p.m.
Topic: Technology and
Children

Jane Chandler will present
this talk, which explores issues
related to how screen time affects
a child's cognitive, emotional,
physical and social behavior.

Learn to identify and respond to
the warning signs and behaviors
of dependency in children, along
with suggestions for how to create healthy and safe boundaries
for technology use.

December 11, 6 p.m.

Topic: Internet Safety and
Cyberbullying
Jane Chandler will offer an
overview of current guidelines
and tips for youth and adults
in safely using any online services/devices, including social
networking. She will include
information on how to recognize
cyberbully and what to do about
it.

Eagle Cap Innovative High
School
• August 13: 8-11 a.m. and noon
to 3 p.m., BHS
• August 14: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., BHS
Immunizations
Provided by the Baker County
Health Department. Please bring
your insurance card and immunization record.
• August 13: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m., BHS
• August 14: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., BHS
If you are unable to attend these
registration dates, register at
the schools during August.
For more information, call the
Baker School District office at
541-524-2260.
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Travels to Costa Rica

I

n June, 27 students from Baker High School traveled to Costa Rica with Education First. The trip, organized
by Chelsea Hurliman and Nicole Sullivan, included 13 adults as well. Their 10-day excursion included
visits to Arenal Volcano National Park, a coffee plantation tour, kayaking on Lake Arenal and visiting the La
Fortuna Waterfall. Other activities included Arenal hot springs, Santa Elena Cloud Forest,a butterfly sanctuary, Rainforest Adventure Park, Manuel Antonio National Park and an aerial tram ride above the canopies, The
group also planted a tree in the EF reserve, took a crocodile jungle safari boat cruise and toured the jungle at
night. For information about future trips, email chelsea.hurliman@bakersd.org. (Photos courtesy of Chelsea
Hurliman)
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