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A message from Dr. Candice Carter-Oliver
As we continue a great 2018-19 school year, our Confluence
Academies family remains excited about another year of helping
our students to learn, grow and achieve more.
Our students and schools enjoyed significant performance
increases in the 2016-2017 school year (the last year for which
data is available), which follows a steady upward trend since
2014. These gains are no accident. They are the result of specific
improvements which are reflected in the current Confluence
strategic plan. They require dedicated teachers and staff, careful
planning and sufficient, sustained resources. Our strategic plan
identifies four main objectives that will enable us to achieve
immediate and long term goals in improving student
achievement. These objectives are 1) to maximize our network’s
financial resources and personnel; 2) deepen our community and family engagement; 3) recruit and retain talented
teachers; and 4) build a curriculum to meet current and future needs. With the tireless work of a great team, and
our families and students, we are making progress in each of these areas.
In addition, we have made improvements in our organizational structure, conducted technology and safety audits,
increased the number of advanced placement courses and community partnerships, and improved attendance
through efforts to drive parental involvement. All these things promote success in the classroom.
As important as performance numbers are, we know that success is measured in more than numbers. Confluence
Academies is a student and community focused network of schools. We know there is an important link between
the success of our students and the strength of our communities—we are deeply committed to both.
As a reminder we unveiled our new Confluence Academies brand earlier this year; we chose “Community.
Achievement.” as our network-wide tag line. This brief statement neatly reflects our promise to our kids and our
city. Everything we do is designed to help us all be stronger together.
Let’s all remain committed to our mission in weeks ahead.
Candice Carter-Oliver, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
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Safety drill conducted to plan for active shooter situations
Teachers and staff go over scenarios to keep kids safe in worst case scenarios
Friday, September 14 - Confluence
Academies conducted a full-scale active
shooter drill at all of our campuses. While
students were not present for the drill,
teachers and staff got a hands-on intensive
training. Our staff and security team prepared
for the drill in conjunction with law
enforcement and Tier One Tactical Solutions.
They worked through several scenarios and
received training on what are called the 4E
principles: Educate, Evade, Escape and
Engage. These principles provide options in
the event of an active shooter situation.

“Unfortunately this is a sad reality in this day and age,” said CPA Principal Mike Powers. “But we’re committed to plan
for every eventuality and assure our students can focus on their education when they are at school.”
Confluence Academies is a student and community focused network of schools. We know there is an important link
between the success of our students and the strength of our communities—we are deeply committed to both.
Building safer schools and communities is therefore a vital part of our mission.
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STUDENT ATHLETE PROFILES

Brandon Sosa #9
Confluence South City Soccer
Center Midfielder
First game stats: 4 assists

Keiaira Draper #14
Confluence Prep Academy
Volleyball
Middle Blocker

Confluence Prep Academy
Football
Malik Merriweather #52
Offensive Lineman/ Middle

Brandon has played soccer for

Stats: Leads team in aces

two years with St. Cecilia's CYC

Linebacker

Stats: L eads team in total

team alongside other CASC

Keiaira has played volleyball for

players. Brandon’s favorite

two years. She plans to continue

soccer team is the Guadalajara

to play recreationally in

Malik has been playing football

Chivas (Mexican Soccer

community college next year

since he was eight years old. He

League). His favorite soccer

when she begins her studies in

decided to play football because

player is Neymar because he

counseling.

his dad was a good football

has exceptional skills and is very
physical. Aside from being an
outstanding soccer player,
Brandon has advanced scores in
mathematics.

tackles

player and it made him happy
when he would watch Malik
play. Football is special to Malik
because he fell in love with the
game from the first time he
snapped the ball. He has been a

Brandon’s dream is to play

leader for the Titans for two

professional soccer.

years now. Malik plans to go to
college and be a scholar athlete.
He plans to earn a degree in
computer science.
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CPA Cheer Squad heading to the Citrus Bowl
Squad raising money for trip
The Confluence Preparatory Academy cheerleaders will be performing in the Citrus Bowl in Orlando,
Florida on January 1, 2019. Squad members will travel as a team to Orlando for a week of rehearsals
dedicated to preparing them for their Citrus Bowl pregame performance. The dancers and cheerleaders
will perform in front of 60,000 fans at this popular college football game in the Camping World Stadium in
Orlando, Florida.
The Citrus Bowl has been a college football tradition since 1947. The game gives cheerleaders and
dancers the opportunity to perform at the 7th oldest collegiate bowl in the country, as well as the
opportunity to visit Walt Disney World Resort.

For sponsorship or fundraising opportunities, please contact Coach LaVonda Felton at (618)974-3935 or
LaVonda.Felton@confluenceacademy.org. You may also contact the school at (314) 588-1088.
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Our students started the year off great and eager to learn!
See if you can spot your scholar’s happy smile below...

Community. Achievement.

7

You may have noticed our new look...
A new brand for who we are, and who we are becoming
Our students and schools
enjoyed significant performance
increases in the 2016-2017
school year, which follows a
steady upward trend since
2014. These gains are no
accident. Success in the
classroom is the result of
progress against the goals of
our strategic plan and they
would not be possible without
the tireless work of a great
team, and our families, students
and communities.
As important as performance
numbers are, we know that
success is measured in
more than numbers.
Confluence is a student and community focused network of schools. We know there is an important
link between the success of our students and the strength of our communities—we are deeply
committed to both.
This is why we unveiled a new Confluence Academies brand earlier this year, with the network-wide
tagline “Community. Achievement.” This brief statement neatly reflects our promise to our kids and
our city. Everything we do is designed to help us all be stronger together.
A brand itself is half realistic declaration (who we are now) and half a
 spirational p
 romise (who we are
becoming). The declaration is as follows:
● Character—who we are:
○ We are passionate, determined educators and civic leaders.
● Contribution—what we do:
○ We provide the highest quality education for our students.
● Market—for whom we do it:
○ St. Louis area students, grades Pre-K to 12, their families and communities.
● Distinction—what makes us different.
○ A diverse network of community-centric schools, focused on achievement in reading,
math, science.
The promise is that Confluence Academies strengthens communities, and provides students a
world-class public education, preparing them to achieve in college, career and life, technology & visual
arts and performing arts.
Confluence develops the whole child by providing experiences that require critical thinking, creativity, and
empathy to equip graduates to become leaders in a changing society.
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Designed to help us all be stronger
together.

Each school has a
unique color to
distinguish them
within the
Confluence
Academies family.
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Aspire teacher Ms. Vanetta Clark honored by
The St. Louis American as a Golden Apple teacher
One of our exceptional teachers was recognized at The St. Louis American Foundation’s Salute to
Excellence in Education Gala. The Golden Apple award is presented each year to two Newspaper In
Education (NIE) teachers that excel in the ways that they have integrated The St. Louis American
newspaper into their classroom lesson plans.

Ms. VaNetta Clark, a 5th grade teacher at Aspire Academy is also the author of F
 ifth Quarter: The Broken
Pieces Realized, available on Amazon and at Left Bank Books. Clark was nominated by multiple
Confluence administrators for the positive influence she has on her students while using The St. Louis
American in her class. She created a “Community of Compassion and Peace” display in the school
hallway using the newspaper to create posters filled with positive role models found throughout its
pages. “Ms. Clark has made T
 he St. Louis American come alive in her class community,” said Lisa Boxley,
principal at Aspire Academy. Clark added, “Do you know that the newspaper articles enhance student
learning and preparation for the MAP assessment? Well, they do!”
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Our Mission:
As a collaborative network of unique schools in an urban setting, Confluence develops the whole child by
providing experiences that require critical thinking, creativity, and empathy to equip graduates to become
leaders in a changing society. O
 ur vision is to be the pre-k12 school network of choice for students, staff,
and families, who want to develop innovative learners who invest in their community and future.

For a full calendar of school events visit:
confluenceacademy.org
Have you met your Parent Coordinator? Every school has a coordinator to help you help your child get the
most out of Confluence Academies. Find yours below.

Meet Your Parent Coordinator
Confluence Preparatory Academy
Joyce Southerland-Wade
joyce.southerlandwade@confluenceacademy.org
314-588-1088 ext. 5120
Elite Academy
Damika Day
damika.day@confluenceacademy.org
314-588-1088 ext. 5311
Confluence Academy-Old North
Beverly Wells
beverly.wells@confluenceacademy.org

Confluence Academy-South City
Jannelly Villegas
jannelly.villegas@confluenceacademy.org
314-481-4700 ext. 3002
Confluence Academy-Aspire
Alena Armstead
alena.armstead@aspireacademystl.org
314-383-8900 ext. 2206
Grand Center Arts Academy
Kalyn Zeller
kayln.zeller@grandcenterartsacademy.org
314-533-1791 ext. 6206

314-241-1110 ext. 1180
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Connect with Confluence!
Use the hashtag #ConfluenceConnections to tell us why you choose Confluence Academies!

/ConfluenceAcademies/

@confluenceacademies/
@Confluence_Acad
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