Comal ISD Advanced Placement Guidelines/Agreement 2018-2019
The College Board Advanced Placement (AP) Program offers high school students the opportunity to
engage in college level rigorous studies. Advanced Placement courses are taught using college level
materials, strategies, and practices that prepare students to take an Advanced Placement exam at the end
of the course. Students who successfully complete AP exams may receive college credit.
The mission of Advanced Academics is to work collaboratively with students, parents, community members, teachers, and
administrators to design, guide, and supervise academically advanced programs that promote rigor, depth, and
complexity. It is a common goal of the stakeholders to challenge advanced and gifted learners. Advanced Academics
ensures that all students in the district have access to a wide selection of challenging courses to enhance and broaden
opportunities for future education and career options.

Comal ISD has an open enrollment policy for ALL AP Courses and encourages all academically
prepared students to enroll in available Advanced Placement (AP) courses to enhance their academic
experience. AP courses offer a high degree of rigor designed to prepare students for success in higher
academic pursuits. Choosing to enroll in an AP course in Comal ISD is a mutual decision made by the
student, parent, and school. Each of these individuals is an important participant in this decision, but the
student bears the responsibility of achieving success in the course.
The student agrees to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Organize their time and efforts
Familiarize themselves with AP course requirements
Attend class & complete assignments/readings/projects outside of class
Attend tutorial sessions; seek guidance from teacher
Commit themselves to work at a rigorous level
Come to class prepared
Plan to take the AP exam at the end of the course

The AP teacher will provide:
•
•
•
•
•

Rigorous instruction and challenging content
AP Exam Preparation
Tutoring sessions
An approved College Board syllabus
Lessons aligned to College Board standards

The parent agrees to:
•
•
•
•
•

Understand that AP courses REQUIRE increased rigor/challenges
Encourage/support their student
Help their student organize study/preparation time
Familiarize themselves with AP course requirements and the AP drop policy
Notify the teacher with any concerns

Comal ISD will provide:
•
•
•
•

AP summer institute opportunities to all AP teachers
Teachers who instruct at the level necessary for students to perform successfully on the AP exam
Support of all AP teachers
Communication to students and parents

Drop Policy for AP Courses
Students may not drop an AP course before the 5th week of the 9 week grading period. If a student
wishes to drop an AP course, it will be necessary for a campus committee to meet to determine the best
academic plan for the student. This committee shall consist of the student, parent, teacher, counselor,
and academic dean. The committee should encourage the student to fulfill their original goal of
successfully completing the AP course and create a detailed plan that will help them be successful in
completion of the course. A period of time will be determined by the committee and the members will
meet again after that time frame to discuss other options available to the student if they still wish to drop
the course at the end of the 9 weeks. If the student moves from an upper level course to a lower level
course during the semester, they are not eligible to earn weighted points for that semester. A student is
allowed to move from an AP course to an Academic level course at the semester. In this case, the
student would receive weighted points only for the semester they were enrolled in the AP course.
*AP Government and AP Macroeconomics are exceptions to this policy. These are semester
courses, which are graduation requirements, and students will not be able to drop these courses
before the 3rd week of the 9 week grading period.
Summer Assignments
Some AP courses will require summer assignments. These assignments must follow the summer
assignment guidelines, which can be located in the district Grading Guidelines.
Grading Policies
Please refer to the Secondary Alternative Grading System for AP, Dual Credit and Dual Enrollment
found in the district Grading Guidelines. However, Pre-AP teachers ARE required to follow the district
Grading Guidelines.
Requirements to take an AP Exam
It is highly encouraged that students take the AP Exam that corresponds to the course in which they are
enrolled. Every AP student is required to take at least one AP exam. An AP student is defined as
a student enrolled in at least one AP course.
Currently, the Student and the District share the cost of the exam. There are no refunds on fees paid
toward AP Exams. In addition, if a student registers for an AP Exam and then does not attend the exam,
the student will be responsible for the portion of the exam that was paid by the district and any other fees
the district may be assessed.
Number of Exams
Cost to Student
Cost to District
All AP Exams
$50/exam
$44/exam
*fees are reduced for students with financial need – please see your counselor
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