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HAPPENINGS

Tyle r D u r m a n Br i n g s Hop e to C ast ai c Uni o n Scho o l Di st ric t
Amazon’s Best Selling Author Tyler Durman helped Castaic kick-off its school year with a bang.
Tyler Durman, author of the book Counterintuitive, shared some bite-sized, easy-to-swallow
wisdom at Castaic Middle School in a speech called “What 4 Million Teenagers Wish We Knew”.
Tyler Durman - being a parent of five children and a teacher himself – uses real life stories to build connections
for parents that they can use to successfully guide their child through their teenage years.
Nearly 180 Castaic family and staff members gathered for our Annual Welcome Back Event. Guests were
treated to a free grilled hot-dog dinner and enjoyed free child-care while they listened to the best-selling
author speak to them about making better connections
with their children. Parents, teachers, and staff hung on
every word and laughed happily as Durman helped prepare
them to have a “a positive message” for this school year.
Durman shared different methods of communication that
have been proven to be effective in communicating with
teenagers that adults would normally find counterintuitive.

Continued on Page 4

Did you know that it is more effective to communicate with
teenage boys when walking with them side-by-side? Maybe
you’d like to know that it is more effective to communicate
with teenage girls if you have a face-to-face conversation.
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New Year, New Administrators
Allison West – Castaic Elementary School Principal
Allison West began her journey with the District nineteen years
ago as a library technician and eventually became a teacher for
grades first, second and fifth. Over the years she took on the role
of being a teacher on special assignment at the District Office
and was promoted as an administrator on special assignment.
During her tenure as an administrator on special assignment,
she worked closely with school sites and administrators to develop the District-wide Local Control Accountability Plan.
West holds a bachelor’s degree from California State University,
Sacramento, her teaching credential from The Master’s College,
and her master’s degree and Administrative Credential from the
University of La Verne.
Nicole Price – Castaic Middle School Vice Principal
Nicole Price has been an assistant principal since 2015 for both
a middle school and a high school in Los Angeles County. Her
impressive track record of implementing restorative practices,
bilingual outreach and strategically crafting student-centered
instruction is a perfect fit for Castaic Middle School.
Mrs. Price has also been involved in numerous organizations
and committees such as the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges, ACSA Region XIV, Beginning Teacher Support and
Assessment and Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports.

THE MESSAGE

Vivian Fiss - Northlake Hills Principal
Vivian Fiss began her career as a teacher in 2009 and has
dedicated her profession serving families in the Santa Clarita
Valley.
Mrs. Fiss has spent the last five years as an assistant principal
developing and implementing successful school-wide behavior
plans, emergency site plans, developing data analysis and
administrative training to name a few.
In 2015, Mrs. Fiss was recognized by the Association of California
School Administrators (ACSA) with the ACSA Co-Administrator
of the Year.
Kim LePage – Administrator on Special Assignment
Kim LePage joined our District 15 years ago as a teacher. During
those 15 years she taught general education for first, third and
fourth grade and special education for grades kindergarten and
first grade.
LePage became the response to intervention specialist for three
years and was most recently the resource specialist for grades
kindergarten through sixth grade at Northlake Hills Elementary.
Additionally, she spent two years as an assistant principal at
a different school district that helped her grow as a leader in
education.
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Gearing Up for its CMS TV Studio
Makeover
Last year, CMS Teacher Ro Osano won a national grant of $100,000 dollars from the “Thank
America’s Teachers Dream Big Teacher Challenge” from Farmers Insurance.
Osano submitted his proposal, “Connecting Students and the Community,” to revamp the
CMS TV classroom technology to help students gain career pathways, while being able to
give back to the community.
Our District pushed hard to get our Castaic family and community members to vote for Mr.
Osano and our efforts paid off. During the summer, Osano began working on revamping his
classroom that is set to be ready by November of this year.
The CMS TV classroom will have new equipment, computers and software. Most importantly, Osano’s goal to connect students and the community will become a reality.
The cutting-edge technology will further enhance the learning experience for his students
as they apply those skills into a career pathway. Students will dedicate their time in the
classroom by producing free public service announcements, videos and workshops.
Students will also learn how to communicate, collaborate, write, film, edit and work in a
team setting.
Students currently enrolled in the CMS TV class will continue to produce the Cougar News,
the school’s daily announcement videos and the bi-monthly CMS TV Show.
CMS TV is an exclusive class that is offered at Castaic Middle School as one of the District’s
Career Pathway courses. If you are interested to learn more please contact Castaic Middle
School.
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WHERE HOPE HAPPENS!

School Spotlight: Castaic Middle School
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Castaic Elementary School
30455 Park Vista Dr
Castaic, CA 91384
661-257-4530
Castaic Middle School
28900 Hillcrest Pkwy
Castaic, CA 91384
661-257-4550

Tyler Durman Speaks to Parents, Continued

Live Oak Elementary School
27715 Saddleridge Way
Castaic, CA 91384
661-257-4540
Northlake Hills
Elementary School
32545 Ridge Route Rd
Castaic, CA 91384
661-257-4560

The main purpose behind his message revolved around how the
audience can help encourage and engage their children in a way
that would allow them to reach his or her fullest potential and be
successful.
Parents were also excited for the question-and-answer portion
where they were allowed to ask questions and receive individualized
wisdom from Tyler Durman.
Our faculty and staff also had the opportunity to listen to Tyler
Durman speak to apply his concepts inside the classroom at our
Welcome Back Breakfast.
The Board of Trustees would like to thank all our parents and staff
for joining us at our Welcome Back Event.

Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci
luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Inte-

Castaic Union School District

28131 Livingston Avenue
Valencia, CA 91355
info@castaicusd.com
(661) 257-4500
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SEPTEMBER IS ATTENDANCE AWARENESS MONTH

EVERY SCHOOL DAY MATTERS
In order for students to succeed academically, they must attend school regularly. Together
we must encourage all Castaic students to attend school each day starting from kindergarten.
Chronic absenteeism starting in kindergarten can predict lower test scores, poor attendance
and retention in later grades. A California study found children
who were chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade
were far less likely to read proficiently at the end of 3rd grade.
Students that were regularly absent in 6th grade were more
likely to drop out of school.
It is important to start early in educating children the importance of going to school each day. Good attendance will benefit each child by assuring he or she receives the fundamental
reading and math skills they need to succeed.
We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. But, we also know that when students miss too much
school— regardless of the reason – it can cause them to
fall behind academically.
We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get
discouraged. Please ensure that your child attends school
every day and arrives on time. Here are a few practical tips
to help support regular attendance:
* Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and
establish
a morning
routine
Duis vulputate
rhoncus lorem.
Nunc gravida aliquam felis, at efficitur ligula malesuada eget. Sed trisum dui trustuqe. Aliquam

*ciquet.
Lay out
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pack
backpacks
the night
Aliquam
in Sedand
eleifend
sapien
dolor, vel accumsan
ligulabefore

Get
Get
Social!

Social
Get social with CUSD!
Find, friend, follow and like
us to stay up to date on the
great things going on!

www.facebook.com/
CastaicUnionSchoolDistrict

bulum augue in aliquet. Quisque id od malesuada eget. Sed trisum

*dui
Ensure
yoursollicitudin
children
goSedtoeleifend
school
every
trustio eget,
nisi.
sapien
dolor.day unless they
are truly sick
* Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments
when school is in session

www.twitter.com/
CastaicUSD
www.instagram.com/
CastaicUSD

* Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if your child
Duis vulputate rhoncus lorem. Nunc gravida aliquam
feels anxious about going to school
felis, at efficitur enim sodales quis. Aliquam consequat
vestibulum augue in aliquet. Aliquam in fermentum

* Develop back up plans for getting to school if something
urna. Quistum urna. Quisque sit amet dui congue, a ulcomes up
dui inmcorper dui intertum urna. Quisque id odio eget,
sollicitudin nisi. Sed eleifend sapien dolor.
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SUPERINTENDENT’S
MESSAGE
Dear Castaic Families,
Welcome back for another wonderful school year! We are so honored that
you entrust us with your precious children. We are committed to providing
the best experience throughout their time in Castaic Union School District!
Castaic Union School District maintains its vision for all students in
our “Commitment to Excellence”. We have embodied the direction of
empowering the learners of today for the challenges and opportunities of
tomorrow.
We believe that Castaic Union School District, in partnership with the
community, provides children with a creative and collaborative learning
environment supported by a safe and nurturing atmosphere that creates
life-long learners and empowers them to be critical thinkers in a global
community.
We are committed to the following key messages to promote success for all
students. Castaic Union School District…
•
“…aspire to make HOPE happen.”
•
“…expands education through project based, hands-on and 		
collaborative learning.”
•
“…prepares students to compete in the 21st century.”
•
“…both builds and benefits from partnerships in ur community.”
•
“…cultivates a safe and healthy academic environment.”
We are confident in the vision that has been established by our Board of
Trustees to ensure that every child is successful by providing the highest
quality instruction every day for every child. Our financial situation has

Board of
Trustees
Laura Pearson
Stacy Dobbs
Mayreen Burk
Susan Christopher
Fred Malcomb

stabilized and we continue our efforts to provide support to our students in the
Visual and Performing Arts, STEM technology, and innovative classroom space to
name a few. Great things are abound in Castaic!
Duis vulputate rhoncus lorem. Nunc grav-

Headline Here

Sincerely,

We have
embodied the
direction of
empowering
the learners of
today for the
challenges and
opportunities
of tomorrow.

ida aliquam felis, at efficitur enim sodales
quis. Aliquam consequat vestibulum augue

Steve Doyle
Superintendent

Quistum urna. Quisque sit dui intertum
urna. Quisque id odio eget, sollicitudin nisi.
Sed eleifend sapien dolor.
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1st Day of
School
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Our first day for the 2018-2019 school year went off without a hitch! Thank
you to all our wonderful Castaic families that submitted a photo of their child
attending the first day of school. Visit our Facebook page to view all the photos that were submitted in our “2018-2019 First Day of School” photo album.

Heading
Into
2018-2019

Company Newsletter Slogan
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#MAKEHOPEHAPPENCUSD

A
New Year

