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State of the District Address...Simply Remarkable!
Jasper County School District hosted its 2018-2019 State of the District event. All Board of
Education members were in attendance. The audience comprised of elected officials,
business partners, community organizations, district administrators, school volunteers, and
many stakeholders.

Dr. Rechel Anderson delivered the State of the District Address in

which she spoke about various areas of interest for all stakeholders.
talking

Some of Dr. Anderson’s

points included several initiatives implemented across the district, challenges for

students and employees, and ongoing strategic interventions.

Superintendent Anderson shared a few new initiatives including the new Computer Science
Labs, the implementation of one to one devices for all students, Science, Technology,
Engineer, and Math (STEM) labs at Ridgeland and Hardeeville Elementary Schools and Hardeeville-Ridgeland Middle
School, the Center for Instructional Quality, and more.

Upcoming initiatives and projects include the Career and Technology Education (CATE) facility on the RidgelandHardeeville campus, Spanish Immersion at the elementary schools, and Phonics for Kindergarten through third-grade
students.

Superintendent Anderson emphasized the importance of working diligently to secure a pathway for the success of the
school district as well as the entire Jasper County.

Click on any photo above to view our State of the District video

THANK YOU,
MB KAHN!
Thank you to MB Kahn for serving as our Teacher
of the Year District Sponsor. As District Sponsor,
MB Kahn will assist with accommodations for our
District Teacher of the Year, Ms. Lucille Kannick, to
attend the annual Teacher of the Year Gala. We
appreciate the heartfelt contribution from MB Kahn!!

CONGRATULATIONS MS. KANNICK!
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End of the Year Ceremonies

Way to Go
Lady Jags!
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Congratulations to our the Ridgeland-Hardeeville
High School Lady Jags for making it to the first round
of the state playoffs. Head Coach Beatrice Anderson
has coached the game of softball before, but this is
her first year coaching after the schools
consolidated. She enjoys working with the team and
stated, "good coaches offer support and assistance
to athletes to help implement the change to achieve
desired goals." Ultimately, the team goal was to win
games and possibly make the playoffs in which the
Lady Jags accomplished their goal. Coach Anderson
stated, "the team fell short but they are extremely
proud of the young ladies." She has seen a great
improvement, but the ladies still have work to do.
The Lady Jags won six games this season. Coach
Anderson states, "she worked with a great coaching
staff and they know it is going to take a team effort to
move further next season."

Carolina Winter Ensemble Association Champions!!!
Congratulations to the Ridgeland-Hardeeville
High School Winter Guard for being selected as
the 2019 Carolina Winter Ensemble Association
Scholastic Novice Champions!

The Carolina

Winter Ensemble Association (CWEA) sponsors
winter guard competitions throughout North and
South Carolina beginning in January and
concluding with championships in March.

Ridgeland Elementary School recently held its
Annual Career Day event. The event was
designed to introduce students to various career
possibilities. Students had the opportunity to
speak with several volunteer presenters in their
classrooms. Dave Burns, Transportation
Security Administration (TSA); Dee Delaney,
Miami Dolphins NFL Cornerback; Drucilla
Gadson, Pastry Chef, and owner of Sweetly
Scientific; and Shacovia Greene, business
owner/manager were among the volunteers. The
students enjoyed having the opportunity to ask
the presenters questions about their educational
backgrounds and careers. The volunteers sought
to help the students understand the correlation
between education and their future careers.
Students were also able to speak with several
outside presenters. These presenters included
firemen from the Ridgeland Fire Department
and Jasper Animal Rescue Missions along with
“Smokey,” an adoptable rescue dog. Sterling
Sligh, a PGA golf professional, gave the
students mini putting lessons. The students and
staff members enjoyed the presenters and the
insight they shared about their careers.

Career Day at
Ridgeland Elementary
School

Honor Band
Received an
Overall
Excellent
Rating
The Ridgeland-Hardeeville High School Honor Band received an overall Excellent Rating at the state Concert
Performance Assessment sponsored by the South Carolina Band Director's Association.
The Honor Band performed three prepared pieces of music for a panel of three judges and received a rating
of II (2) on a scale of 1 - 5 with one being the highest score.
RHHS band members then went into a separate room and were given a piece of music that no member had
ever seen before. They were given six minutes to study the piece, without playing a single note, and
performed the piece for a panel of two judges. RHHS received an I (1) and II (2) rating, respectively, from the
judges.
Please note, the students have worked extremely hard for this achievement. This achievement is the highest
rating for Concert Performance Assessment in the school's history.

4th Graders Visited Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum
Hardeeville Elementary School 4th Graders visited Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum.

The Ralph Mark Gilbert

Civil Rights Museum is named in honor of the late Dr. Ralph Mark Gilbert. Students learned about the father of
Savannah's modern-day Civil Rights Movement and leader of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). The Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum chronicles the civil rights struggle of Georgia's oldest
African-American community from slavery to the present. Students were able to enjoy lunch in the beautiful, well known
Forsyth Park!

Grand Opening
August 2020

CENTER FOR CAREER ADVANCEMENT
CAREER, ARTS, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING

STEM: Pre-Engineering and Technology
Health: Diagnostics Services
Transportation: Logistics Planning and Management
Information Technology

Check out our
New JCSD Billboard

On I-95 between Mile Marker 20 & 21

Billboard created by T. Scholls

Board of Education
Training Sessions

JASPER COUNTY'S
SCHOLARS RECOGNIZED
AT THE SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE HOUSE

Jasper County Scholars were invited to be recognized
at the SC State House. It was an absolute marvelous
experience as members of SC Legislature recognized

The Board of Education recently participated in a couple
of training sessions.

The Team Building session was

conducted by Mrs. Gwen Hampton of the South Carolina

our babies for their remarkable academic
achievements and for their role in bringing Peeka to
South Carolina.

School Board Association and Dr. Cheryl Allread directed
the AdvancED Work Session.

Board members were

engaged and work collaboratively on the activities
assigned. Many of the members expressed their
appreciation for the sessions, and they are looking forward
to future sessions.

The scholars led the State House in the Pledge of
Allegiance, followed by being presented with their
very own Resolution.

They were flanked by

members of the Jasper Beaufort State Legislative
Group as they assisted with the presentation and their
many photo opportunities. They also led the Scholars
in their shout out to the SC State House, "Jasper
County Rocks!"

From the State House they traveled to the Governor's
Office where I was so very pleased with the amount
of attention and time that Gov. McMaster shared with
our scholars. From the Governor's office, they
traveled to his mansion for a very special (after
hours) tour.

Next they stopped at Brooklyn Baptist

where they received top VIP treatment during a very
southern and delicious lunch. Next they traveled to
the EDVenture Children's Museum for some very
much deserved fun. A final ice cream stop was made
in St. George before arriving back in Ridgeland, SC.

Article & Photo Source: Antioch Educational Center

Students of the Month

Ridgeland Elementary
Yahir Colon Salinas
Lat'eria Brown

Hardeeville Elementary
Ayden Fields
Cristian Mejia

Hardeeville-Ridgeland Middle
Joseph Crapse
Janet Garcia

Ridgeland-Hardeeville High
Johatam Lopez Herrera (not present)
Kaleb Frazier

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony: Boys & Girls
Club of Jasper County-Hardeeville
District and school administrators participated in the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony and Grand Opening Celebration
of the Hardeeville Boys & Girls Club, held at Hardeeville School Campus. The Hardeeville Club is located on the
Hardeeville Elementary School Campus; it currently serves 32 students from Pre-K through 5th grade.

2018-19 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
Jasper County School District held its 2018-2019 Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon, to express the gratitude and appreciation for all volunteers
throughout the district! Volunteers enjoyed a delicious meal, Dr. Anderson
delivered a heartwarming message, and all attending volunteers received a
beautiful appreciation plaque. Jasper County School District is genuinely
appreciative of the service and support from our volunteers!

Click on any photo to view our JCSD Video and more photos of this event

Partnership with Real
Champions Incorporated

Earlier this semester Real Champions Incorporated (RCI)
and the Jasper County School District administration met
to agree to a future partnership. Real Champions Inc. is
an organization that provides long-range mentors for
students. RCI is inviting individuals and organizations
who are interested in partnering with them to build a
successful program in Jasper Count to contact them as
soon as possible. The RCI team is working diligently to
raise funds which will allow them to conduct a
mentorship program in Jasper County School District.
The program will begin as soon as all funds are raised.
The RCI team is excited to share, a donor contributed
several thousands of dollars which boosted the RCI
teams' momentum! JCSD and RCI are looking forward to
bringing hope to five and six-year-old children in Jasper
County. For additional information, please visit the Real
Champions website at www.friendsofthechildren.org.

Ridgeland-Hardeeville High
Senior advances in The
Skylark Prize Poetry Contest
Tatiana Amaya Ochoa, senior at
Ridgeland-Hardeeville High School, is a
contestant in The Skylark Prize Poetry
Contest for her poem entitled “Agitated
Society’.
Students were asked to compose an
original poem with a subject matter that is
appropriate for reading to a general

Gulfstream and the American Heart
Association donates Physical Education
Equipment to Ridgeland Elementary
The American Heart Association through a sponsorship from
Gulfstream, presented Ridgeland Elementary School with
physical education equipment at a Palmetto Heart Walk School
Rally. To help children in our community develop healthy habits
and get more active; the AHA donated physical education
equipment.

audience. The objective of the contest is
to show the abilities of composition,
planning, and most importantly the clarity
of the message to the audience. Ochoa
poem speaks about the current status and
issues of our society. Her poetry was
chosen to be read at the next level. Ochoa
and her teacher Mrs. Velayuthan, are
invited to be honored in May during the
Poetry Society meeting scheduled to be
held at the Charleston Society Library.
The contestant winner will be honored

During the rally, Carla Raines and Rachel Stanley of the

with $500 and the winning poem will be

American Heart Association talked to the second-grade students

published in The Poetry Society’s

at Ridgeland Elementary about the AHA’s Kids Heart Challenge,

Yearbook. We congratulate RHHS poetry

which is a national program that prepares kids for success by

contestant for her outstanding

supporting their physical and emotional wellbeing. Kids in the

accomplishments.

Lowcountry learn jump rope skills, how their heart works, and

The Poetry Society of South Carolina in

raise money to help kids with special hearts.

memory of the late author John Bennett, a
founder of the Poetry Society.

H & R Block donated
supplies to
Hardeeville
Elementary School.
Ms. Chisolm
delivered the
supplies. Special
thanks to Ms.
Chisolm and the
H & R Block
organization!

Kindergarten Students Visit the
Riverbanks Zoo and Botanical Garden
Kindergarten students had the opportunity to visit the
Riverbanks Zoo and Botanical Garden in Columbia, SC.
Students visited just a few of the 2,000 animals.
Riverbanks Zoo is one of the nation’s most beautiful and
inspiring botanical gardens. The zoo features dynamic
natural habitat exhibits, scenic river views, spectacular
valley overlooks and significant historic landmarks.

Click here to share the
Jasper County School
District experience...

Many THANKS to the
Sun City Veterans Association for
donating two rifles and sponsoring the
Ridgeland-Hardeeville High School
Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps
JROTC ield trip to The Mighty 8th Air
Force Museum in Pooler, GA

HARDEEVILLE-RIDGELAND MIDDLE SCHOOL
ADVANCED BAND EARNS EXCELLENT RATING
AT STATE ASSESSMENT
The Hardeeville-Ridgeland Middle School Advanced Band received an overall Excellent Rating at the State Concert
Performance Assessment sponsored by the South Carolina Band Director's Association at Goose Creek High School.
The Advanced Band performed three prepared pieces of music for a panel of three judges where HRMS received a
rating of II (Excellent) on a scale of I-V with I (Superior) being the highest score.
Next, the students went into a separate room and were given a piece of music they had ever seen before. They were
given six minutes to study the piece without playing a single note and performed the piece for a panel of two judges.
They received an I (Superior) from both judges.

Three Student-Athletes and Coach Jeremiah Faber
represented Ridgeland-Hardeeville High School at the
South Carolina High School League Leadership Summit
in Columbia, SC.
Kimbraia Brown, Sophmore, a member of the Varsity
Cheerleader Team; Jeremiah Orr, Junior, boys basketball
and football player and Marlasysia Westbrook, Junior,
girls basketball and volleyball player were selected
based on their leadership qualities. All three participants
have positively impacted their school with their
teammates and their community. The three of them
possess the highest level of sportsmanship that RHHS,
South Carolina High School League, National Federation
of State High School Associations, and the State deems
to be vital for student-athletes.
The Leadership Summit was conducted in three
sessions:
Session I: SC Youth Suicide Prevention initiative
Session II: Antibullying
Session II: Brain Mapping & Goal Setting

STUDENT-ATHLETES ATTEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Lady Jags Received New
Softball Uniforms

Alumni
Spotlight
Darryl Williams
Class of 1983!

Ridgeland-Hardeeville High School Softball players
are sporting New Softball Uniforms purchased by
an anonymous Jasper County School District
stakeholder. As the district continues to establish
new and rekindle old relationships with business
partners, an individual reached out to Coach
Jeremiah Faber. During the beginning of the
softball season, the anonymous stakeholder
shared the desire to purchase new uniforms for
RHHS Lady Jags Softball Team.
Indeed, the Lady Jags Softball Team, players and
coaches are very grateful and extremely
appreciative to receive the uniforms.
The Athletic Department is appreciative for the
stakeholder and the countless citizens of Jasper
County and the surrounding areas that support
JCSD.

Click here to view our
latest JCSD Videos

Darryl Jovan Williams is a native of South Carolina. He
began his singing career in local churches in Jasper
County; he also accompanied choirs at the piano from
the age of 11.
Williams professional stage career started regionally in
such shows as ‘Singin’ in the Rain’, ‘A Chorus Line’,
‘Ain’t Misbehavin’, ‘The All Night Strut’, ‘The Meeting’,
‘Passing Strange and Once On This Island’,
‘Dreamgirls’, and continued with ‘The Wiz’
(40thAnniversary in Central Park) and Babes in Arms.
He has performed in such Off-Broadway shows such as
‘Mama I Want to Sing’ and ‘Big Mama Stringbean the
life of Ethel Waters’ (AUDELCO award nomination).
Williams is the winner of the Americans Traditions
Savannah Onstage International Soloist Competition,
earning a Gold Medal, a Ten Thousand Dollar Grand
Prize and an offer to sing for the Yachting Event for the
1996 Summer Olympics.
Internationally, Williams was invited by one of
Germany’s elite promoters, the late Mr. Michael
Brenner, to tour Eastern Europe as Choir Director and
guest soloist with Queen Esther Marrow and The
Harlem Gospel Singers. His vocal prowess gained him
rave reviews and won him the opportunity to perform for
Pope (now Saint) John Paul II in Bologna, Italy.
Williams has toured extensively in the Broadway hit
Smokey Joe’s Cafe with the legendary Gladys Knight
which was a fixture at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas.
Darryl has also created background vocals and sung
behind such artists as Gladys Knight, Leslie Gore, Lisa
Fischer, Ann Nesby, Louis St. Louis and Emmy Award
winner Dave Pierce. His performance and background
vocals with Leslie Gore at Feinstein’s was lauded as
one of the Top Ten Cabaret Shows in 2009.

2019 Summer Programs

2019-2020 ACADEMIC CALENDAR
JASPER
COUNTY
SCHOOL
DISTRICT
SUMMER
HOURS

8:00 AM
UNTIL
4:00 PM

JUNE 7,
2019
UNTIL
AUGUST 9,
2019

