SAMPLES OF STANDARDS STUDENTS ARE LEARNING THIS NINE WEEKS:

3rd Grade ELA
STANDARDS: RL.3.1, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, RL.3.7, RL.3.9, RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5,
RI.3.7, RI.3.9, W.3.1, W.3.2, W.3.3

Read this article. Then answer the questions.

Sugaring Time
by Gesina Berk
1

You probably like to eat maple syrup
on your pancakes and waffles, right?
But did you know that real maple
syrup comes from a tree?

2

It is true. Maple syrup is made from
the sap of sugar maple trees. Sap is
made of water, sugar, and minerals. A
tree needs sap to make leaves in the
spring and to stay healthy year-round.

3

When the weather is cold, sap is
stored in the tree’s roots. But when the
weather starts to warm up, sap begins
to move up and down in the tree. This
usually happens in March, when
spring weather begins.

4

On warm spring days, sap flows to the
branches, where it makes leaves bud.
On cool spring nights, sap goes back
down to the roots. When the sap is
flowing up and down in the tree for

many days in a row, syrup makers
start collecting it. Sugaring season has
begun.
Tapping the Trees
5

Sap flows inside the tree. Syrup
makers drill small holes in the tree to
collect the sap. They call this tapping
the tree.

6

After syrup makers tap the tree,
they put a spout into each hole.

7

Some syrup makers hang buckets beneath the spouts to collect the sap.
When the buckets are full, they empty the sap into a gathering tank,
which is taken to the sugarhouse.

8

Other syrup makers use plastic tubing to collect the sap. The tubing
connects to the spout and sap flows through the tubing into storage
tanks near the sugarhouse.
In the Sugarhouse

9
10

Sap is mostly water. To make maple syrup, the water must be removed.
This is done inside the sugarhouse.
Sap is poured into large pans; then it is boiled. Boiling takes out the
water, or makes it evaporate. Pure maple syrup is left behind.
Filtering

11

Before the syrup can be bottled, it must be filtered to remove the “sugar
sand.” This is a gritty substance made of minerals from the maple tree.
Color Grading

12

After the syrup is filtered, it is graded by color:
• Grade A—Light Amber (Fancy)
• Grade A—Medium Amber
• Grade A—Dark Amber
• Grade B—(darkest of all)

13

The best syrup to buy is the one you like the most. The darker the color,
the stronger the flavor.
Bottling It Up

14

Now it is time to put the syrup into bottles. These bottles of maple syrup
will be sent to grocery stores all around the world.
Time to Rest

15

When the days and nights stay warm, the tree leaves start to bud. When
this happens the sap is not as sweet. And that means the maple syrup
will not be as sweet, either. So syrup makers stop collecting sap.
Sugaring season is over—until next year.

16
The first illustration best helps the reader understand the information in which
paragraph?

A
B
C
D

paragraph 2
paragraph 4
paragraph 5
paragraph 7

RI.3.5:
Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a
given topic efficiently.

Rationale: Option B is correct. The illustration depicts the text in Paragraph 4. It explains how sap flows
on warm days to the branches. On cold days, the sap flows down to the roots.

Read the sentences below:
Sugaring Steps
1. Syrup makers tap trees.
2.
3. Syrup makers collect sap in buckets.
Which state best completes the steps to making sugar?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Syrup makers store syrup in tanks.
Syrup makers boil sap in large pans.
Syrup makers put spouts into drilled holes.
Syrup makers pour sap into gathering tanks.

RI.3.3
Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in
technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
Rationale: Option C is correct. Paragraph 6 says that “After syrup makers tap the tree, they put a spout

into each hole.”

According to the Filtering section, why do syrup makers remove minerals from maple
syrup?

A
B
C

Minerals make the syrup grainy.
Minerals change the syrup’s taste.

D

Minerals stop the syrup from flowing.

Minerals change the syrup’s color.

RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the
basis for the answers. Rationale: Option A is correct. Paragraph 11 says the syrup most be filtered to
remove the “sugar sand.” This is a gritty substance made of minerals from the maple tree.

Read this story. Then answer questions.

Otter in the Cove
by Miska Miles
1

Maggie sat down near the edge of the low, rocky cliff and baited her hook.
The beach was empty. Not even Barnaby was in sight. That dog! Probably
sound asleep and snoring under the kitchen table this very minute.

2

Green water frothed beneath her feet, and strings of ropy kelp swung
with the waves.

3

Out in the cove, the kelp was yellow-brown, and its big floating bulbs
glittered in the morning sunshine. But something was different. Strangely
different.

4

Five small logs floated high on the water. Gray and white sea gulls
cruised above them. Puzzled, she sat without moving—waiting.

5

A small herd of otters rocked with the roll of the waves, cradled in

blankets of kelp, forepaws folded on their chests.
6

Swiftly, a young brown otter swam toward the still figure on the edge of
the cliff.

7

The otter came close. Maggie was almost afraid to breathe. His eyes were
dark and unblinking, his round flat nose shining black, whiskers short and
stiff. Then he slipped back into the water and was gone.

8

Offshore, the logs came to life. A mother otter floated on her back, her
baby curled on her stomach. She curved her body and lifted her head. With
her forepaws, she picked
Maggie’s dad is a fisherman,
up the baby and held it over
so he worries that otters
her shoulder. Two otters
along the shore will make
wrestled, tumbling over and
it harder for him to earn
over.
money for his family.

9

“Dad won’t like this.”

10

Maggie dropped her line into the water.

11

12

The pole jerked and Maggie reeled in the line. A fish flopped up over the
rocks. She took the hook from its gill and held the jerking body between
her hands.
She whistled—coaxingly sweet.

13

Nearby, the otter surfaced.

14

She held the flapping fish and the otter waited.

15

She whistled again—a soft whistle.

16

The otter came closer. Two gulls hovered above him. Maggie tossed the
fish toward the otter.

17

A gull dipped, seized the fish, and looped high into the sky. The otter was
gone.

18

Maggie waited. And there he was again. This time with a mussel in one
paw and a rock in the other.

19

He put the rock on his chest and cracked the mussel against it. Maggie
tried to count the staccato clicks of mussel on rock—ten, twenty, thirty
sharp quick clicks. And when the food was ready to eat, he held it in his
paws, rolled over once, and glided back to his herd.

20

When Maggie caught a second fish, she took it home.

21

Old Barnaby, gray-muzzled and lazy with age, lay near the door. His tail

struck the floor in welcome. Maggie reached out with a foot and scratched
his back.
22

“Why didn’t you take Barnaby along?” her mother asked.

23

“He wouldn’t go,” Maggie said. “He doesn’t like to run in the sand
anymore.”
Each day after school, all the following week, Maggie fished and watched.

24
25

Otters rolled and frolicked in the cove, and in a minute or so, there he
was—her otter—with his funny stubby whiskers and his big, dark, round
eyes.

26

When Friday afternoon came, she burst into the house and grabbed her
fishing pole.

27

“What a girl for fishing!” her mother said.

28

Maggie laughed and headed for the cove.

29

There was her otter, a sea urchin under one paw. He flopped on his back.

30

Above the easy splash of water, Maggie clearly heard the crunch of his
teeth against the spines of the urchin.

31

And when he had eaten, he twisted in the water and chased his tail.

32

Maggie laughed, a high, ringing laugh, and the otter disappeared.

33

“No fish today?” her mother asked.

34

“Mom, I forgot to fish.”

35

“Forgot?”

36

“There’s an otter in the cove, Mom. He’s tame.”

37

“An OTTER?”

38

“A tame otter,” Maggie said. “He’s really friendly. He’s as playful as a
puppy, and he trusts me.”

Which sentence best states what the reader learns in paragraph 8?

A
B
C
D

The otters are fun-loving animals.
Maggie has been hoping to see the otters.
Maggie makes friends with a mother otter.
The otters are seen next to the floating logs.

RL.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the
basis for the answers. Rationale: Option A is correct. The otters are shown to be fun-loving because
the mother otter floats on her back with the baby on her stomach. Also, two other otters were playing
and wrestling, tumbling over and over.

Which detail from the story best shows why Maggie believes the otter trusts her?

A
B
C
D

“Swiftly, a young brown otter swam toward the still figure on the edge of the cliff.”
(paragraph 6)
“Two otters wrestled, tumbling over and over.” (paragraph 8)
“The otter was gone.” (paragraph 17)
“And when he had eaten, he twisted in the water and chased his
tail.” (paragraph 31)

RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events. Rationale: Option D is correct. After the otter had eaten in
front of Maggie, he did not run away. Instead he played in the water and chased his tail.

Read this passage. Then answer the questions.

Snow Fun on the Run!
by Daniel Lee
1

Wintertime gym class means ball tag and jumping jacks, right?

2

SNOW WAY!

3

Teachers say snowshoes are improving their students’:

• hearts and lungs,
• muscles,
• and spirits.
4

Kids just say it’sfun!

5

“It’s sort of like you’re walking on thin air,” said Troy Pierce, eight. “The
snowshoes sort of keep you up on the snow.”

6

And that’s pretty important where they live, said Alex Almquist.

7
8
9

Alex and Troy are students at Hancock Elementary School in the far
northern part of Michigan. “There’s lots and lots of snow,” laughed Alex.
That means snowshoes are perfect for gym class in the winter.
“The benefit of snowshoeing for kids is getting their heart rate up near
maximum,” says Julie Hamar, a PE teacher at Hancock Elementary School in
Hancock, Michigan. “It’s a good all around activity for kids.”

10

In other words, “It’s hard to walk and it gets your legs all strong,” said
Troy.

11

Nearly 400 students in Ms. Hamar’s PE classes get to use the snowshoes,
taking hikes, running relay races, and doing outside exercises.

12

The school’s PTO purchased the snowshoes for the kids recently. Not only
do PE classes use them, but regular classes strap them on for outside
nature hikes and wildlife study, too.

13

“I teach them the basic technique: how to put on the snowshoes and the
proper ways of walking in snowshoes,” Ms. Hamar says.

14

“You have to lift your feet up or you’re
going to trip,” cautions Alex, eight.
“Snowshoes are huge.”

15

The classes take a short hike around the
school. Then they hit the slopes and
trails nearby. It’s not unusual to see
animal signs.

16

“We saw tracks and a den,” said Troy.
The rabbit that made them had
something in common with the kids.

17

“Their feet are really flat, like

Snowshoe Smarts
Snowshoeing is tough—
unless you can already
walk! Here are a couple
of tips:
•
•
•
•
•

In a group, follow the
trail-breaker.
Take turns being the trailbreaker.
Going uphill, dig the ties in.
Going across a hill, dig
edgesin.

Dress in layers; you’ll get warm.

snowshoes,” Troy said. “They’re better
for walking.”
18

“It’s good for the kids because it’s extra
hard work walking on the snowshoes in
deep snow,” says Ms. Hamar. “You can tell.
They start to unzip their jackets; they’re
starting to sweat underneath their hats.”

19

All that means the kids are getting good exercise and having fun instead of
sitting around all winter.

20

Making tracks outside means getting strong inside.
Snow Toes
Sam Watson has been on the snowshoe crew longer than he can
remember.
His father started making children’s snowshoes when Sam was
only two or three.
But he recalls lots of snowshoeing from about age 5 or 6, as his
father, Jim Watson, the founder of Little Bear Snowshoes, created
new shoes.
“Of course, I was the logical one to test them,” says Sam, now 11.
But snowshoes are also a great way to reach the hidden skiing
and ice fishing spots that Sam loves. “You’re strapped onto a big
oval-shaped sort of platform and that allows more surface on the
snow, so you don’t sink,” he says.
“Snowshoes spread your weight out over the snow,” says Sam,
showing the wide working surface of snowshoes above.
“You can go out in the wintertime and not worry about getting
snow in your pants and freezing your legs off.”

Read paragraph 3 from the passage.
Teachers say snowshoes are improving their students’:
• hearts and lungs,
• muscles,
• and spirits.
What does “improving their students’ . . . spirits” most likely mean?

A
B

The students study harder.

C

The students are more curious.

D

The students are much happier.

The students can walk farther.

RI.3.4
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

Rationale: Choice D is correct.
Students who choose “D” use details in later paragraphs as context clues to the meaning of
the phrase. The word “fun” is used multiple times (in paragraphs 4 and 19), which leads to the
term “happier” in this choice.

How do the details in paragraph 18 support a main idea of the passage?

A
B
C
D

The details show ways that kids observe the weather.
The details give examples of kids enjoying the snow.
The details give evidence that the kids get lots of exercise.
The details show why the kids are learning about nature.

RI.3.2
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main
idea.
Rationale: Choice C is correct. Students who choose “C” show an understanding of how the

passage emphasizes the exercise children get from walking in snowshoes. Paragraphs 11 and
19 specifically mention exercise, and other paragraphs refer to benefits like increasing the
heart rate (paragraph 9) and building muscle strength (paragraph 10). Paragraph 18 provides
evidence of the exercise they get by referring to the “hard work” that results in the need to
unzip jackets and remove hats.

How do the details in paragraph 18 support a main idea of the passage?
A. The details show ways that kids observe the weather.
B. The details give examples of kids enjoying the snow.
C. The details give evidence that the kids get lots of exercise.
D. The details show why the kids are learning about nature.
RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main

idea.
Rationale: Choice C is correct. Students who choose “C” show an understanding of how the
passage emphasizes the exercise children get from walking in snowshoes. Paragraphs 11 and 19
specifically mention exercise, and other paragraphs refer to benefits like increasing the heart rate
(paragraph 9) and building muscle strength (paragraph 10). Paragraph 18 provides evidence of
the exercise they get by referring to the “hard work” that results in the need to unzip jackets and
remove hats.

The
Gray
Hare
1

A gray hare was living in the winter near the village. When night came, he
pricked one ear and listened; then he pricked his second ear, moved his
whiskers, sniffed, and sat down on his hind legs. Then he took a
leap or two over the deep snow, and again
hare = A kind of rabbit
sat down on his hind legs, and looked around
him. Nothing could be seen but snow. The
vapor = Mist
snow lay in waves and glistened like sugar.
Over the hare’s head hovered a frost vapor,
and through this vapor could be seen the
large, bright stars.

2

The hare had to cross the highway, in order to come to a threshing-floor
he knew of. On the highway, the runners could be heard squeaking, the
horses snorting, and seats creaking in the sleighs.
threshing--‐ floor = Ground or floor space for separating out grain
runners = Long pieces on which a sled or sleigh slides

3

The hare again stopped near the road. Peasants were walking beside the
sleighs, and the collars of their caftans were raised. Their faces were
scarcely visible. Their beards, moustaches, and eyelashes were white.

Steam rose from their mouths and noses. Their horses were sweaty, and
the
caftan = An ankle--‐ length shirt with
hoarfrost clung to the sweat. The
long sleeves
horses jostled under their arches,
and dived in and out of snowdrifts.
hoarfrost = Frost
The peasants ran behind the horses
jostled = To come in contact
and in front of them, and beat
them
with their whips. Two
peasants walked beside each other,
and one of them told the other
how a horse of his had once been
stolen.
4

The hare leaped across the road and softly made for the threshing floor, when the carts passed by. A dog saw the hare from a cart. He began
to bark and darted after the hare. The hare leaped toward the
threshing-floor over the snowdrifts, which held him back; but the dog
stuck fast in the snow after the tenth
leap, and stopped. Then the hare, too, stopped and sat up on his hind legs, and then
softly went on to the threshing--‐ floor.

5

On his way, he met two other hares on the sowed winter field.
They were feeding and playing. The hare played awhile
with his companions, dug away the
frosty snow with them, ate the wintergreen, and went on. In the village,
everything was quiet; the fires were out. All one could hear was a baby’s
cry in a hut and the crackling of the frost in the logs of the cabins. The
hare went to the
threshing- floor,
and
there
found
some
companions. He played awhile with them on the cleared floor, ate some
oats from the open granary, climbed on the kiln over the snow-covered
roof, and across the wicker fence started back to his ravine.
The dawn was glimmering in the east; the stars grew less, and the frost
vapors rose more densely from the earth. In the near- by village the
women got up, and went to fetch water; the peasants brought the feed
from the barn; the children shouted and cried. There were still more carts
going down the road, and the peasants talked aloud to each other. The
hare leaped across the road, went up to his old lair, picked out a high
place, dug away the snow, lay with his back in his new lair, dropped his
ears on his back, and fell asleep with open eyes.

Read the following sentence from the first paragraph:

“The snow lay in waves and glistened like sugar.”
The author uses the word sugar to show that
A the hare was thinking about food
B the snow looked sparkly
C

sugar was on the snow

D the snow tasted sweet
R.L.3.4
Rationale: Option B is correct. The author compares the snow to sugar to help describe the way it
sparkles in the moonlight.

What’s the Scoop on Soil?
1

It’s easy to forget about soil. You have to look down on the ground to see it. Even then, soil
may not seem to do very much. But, there’s more to soil than you might think. It isn’t just
dirt that gets on your shoes.

2

Trees and plants need soil to grow. Very few fruits, vegetables and grains would live without
it. Many animals need soil, too. They eat the plants that grow in it. Some animals even live
in the soil. Can you imagine a world without soil?

3

Most soil comes from rocks. Over many years, weather causes rocks to break apart. The
pieces get smaller and smaller as time goes on. Soil forms when bits of rock mix with
things like dead leaves and dead bugs.

The soil in Arizona, on the left, looks different from the soil from Texas, on the right.

4

Not all soil is the same. Soil comes in many colors. Some soil looks and feels different than
other soil. The color and feel of soil often changes as
decoder = A person who
you dig deeper into the ground. You can learn a lot by
unscrambles a message or code
seeing and touching soil. In a way, soil is like a secret
decoder.

5

The color of soil can sometimes tell you where you are. For example, red soil can be found
in Arizona. Grey soil can be found in Nevada. Black soil can be found in Texas. Water
also affects the color of soil. Wet soil is usually darker than dry soil.

6

The feel of soil can tell you about its ingredients. Soil contains different amounts of sand, silt
and clay. Soil in a forest might be gritty, which means more sand. Soil in a meadow
might be smooth, which means more silt. Soil in a garden might be sticky, which means more
silt. Soil in a garden might be sticky, which means more clay. Did you know that squeezing
soil can tell you about weather? If soil crumbles between your fingers, then the weather has
probably been dry. If soil is wet and sticky, then it might have rained not too long ago.
According to the texts and photos in the passage, what do the photos show about the
differences in the soils from Arizona and Texas?
A.
B.
C.
D.

The soils are different depths.
The soils are different colors.
The soils have different plants.
The soils have different ages.

RI.3.7 Rationale: Option B is correct. The photos show the different colors of the soils in
Texas and Arizona, which is supported by the text.

Can I?
The middle school track team always started practice by warming up. As the girls
jogged slowly around the track, Lindsey moved up beside Jill. The two girls did
everything together, including joining the track team. “So are you going to enter
the 3K race?” Lindsey asked. “If you do, I will, too.”
Jill couldn’t decide whether to enter the race. The track coach had told them about
it a few weeks ago. Jill loved to run. Still, the 3K race was nearly two miles, a long
way to run! The race would be held at the high school. It was only for runners
under the age of fifteen. Jill was fourteen, but could she run that far?
Finally, Jill made her decision. Grinning, she told Lindsey, “Let’s do it!”
The team had completed a lap of slow jogging, so they started jogging faster. On
the next lap, they would run. Later, as they were cooling down after practice, Coach
Jones asked, “Who’s going to sign up for the 3K race? It’s only a month away.”

Jill and Lindsey raised their hands. “Two racers! That’s terrific!” the coach said.
The track team trained on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays after school. That
helped them build strength, along with endurance so they could run farther.
Tuesdays and Thursdays were rest days. That way, the runners’ bodies and brains
wouldn’t get too tired.
Jill and Lindsey trained with the team, but Coach Jones also asked them to add a
quarter mile to their run every week. All that training wasn’t easy. Two weeks
before the 3K, Lindsey admitted, “I’m not sure I can run in this race, Jill. My legs
get so tired that I just want to sit down. I’m afraid I won’t make it all the way to
the finish line!”
“I get tired, too,” Jill told her friend, “but we have only two weeks to go. Then we
can sit all we want! My legs will make it two more weeks. How about yours?”
Smiling, Lindsey said, “OK, but after the race, I’m not going to run for a week!”
The girls kept training, jogging, and running around the track. Lindsey also kept
counting the days until the race. At the end of the next week, both girls were able
to run for the whole 3K! That’s eight times around the outdoor track! Jill couldn’t
stop grinning the first time she ran the entire 3K, even though she was gasping for
breath.
On the morning of the race, Jill and Lindsey stood together at the starting line.
Their families were in the stands waving at them. A big group of friends from
middle school had come to cheer them on. However, Lindsey was still having
second thoughts. “I might be getting a pain in my leg,” she whispered to Jill.
“We've got this, Lindsey, like always! We warmed up, so you’ll be OK. We can do
this!” Jill told her.
Lindsey nervously nodded and rubbed her leg. Then they put their feet on the
starting blocks and heard the signal to start. They were off!
The race was a blur to Jill. By the time she got to the end, she was in front of
everyone. Her leg muscles were burning. Her lungs were on fire. She saw Lindsey
close behind. Jill crossed the finished line and bent over and tried to catch her
breath, she had worked hard and won! Lindsey was close behind, in second place.
Soon the girls were surrounded by their cheering families and teammates, including
a proud Coach Jones. Still breathing hard, Jill looked over at Lindsey and said,
“Wow! We did it! We worked hard and finished together.”
Winning
“Are you ready to work on your racer, Jeff?” Dad asked. “I’ve got some time after
dinner tonight if you want to get started.”

Jeff grinned. His dad usually spent the evenings studying for his computer class.
Still, Jeff had really hoped Dad would help him with his racer. Their town held the
Road Race every year for kids twelve and under. Everyone got a kit to make a
wooden car racer. The kit had a block of wood for the car, four wheels, and nails to
hold on the wheels. Parents could help a little in building the cars. Still, the kids
were supposed to do most of the work. On race day, the cars raced each other
down a ramp.
This year’s race was only two weeks away. Jeff had come in fifth in the Road Race
last year. That was good, but this year he wanted to place first.
Jeff ate dinner as fast as he could. Then he tried to be patient while his dad, mom,
and little sister finished eating. At last, he followed his dad down to the basement
where Dad kept all his cool tools. Jeff couldn’t wait to use the big power tools. Still,
he knew he’d be old enough to drive a car before that happened.
“What shape do you want to make your car this year?” Dad asked.
“I don’t know, Dad. What do you think? I want something cool!” Jeff said.
“Well, it has to be smooth on top,” Dad said, “so the air flows over the top of the
car. That will help it go faster.”
Dad and Jeff came up with a shape together. Then, Jeff drew the shape on the side
of the wooden block. His dad sawed the block into that shape. Next, Jeff started
sanding the car to take off the rough edges. His dad said that the smoother the car,
the faster it would run down the ramp, so Jeff would make it very smooth.
Jeff had to wait until the next night to paint his car. He put a flame design on the
sides. That really did look great. The night after that, Dad helped him nail on the
wheels. For the next two weeks, Jeff and his dad practiced racing his car down a
ramp they had built. They used a stopwatch to time the car.
Finally, it was the day of the big race. The noisy crowd of parents and excited kids
gathered in the school gym. Jeff signed up his car and was given a number. His
dad, mom, and sister were there to cheer him on. They all waited for his number to
be called. In the meantime, they watched other cars race, three at a time, down
the ramp. In all, thirty-nine cars were racing today.
Jeff knew his car was fast, but some of the other cars really zipped down the track.
A sinking feeling was growing in his stomach. Jeff’s dad noticed his frown. “Don’t
worry,” Dad said. “We did our best, and we had fun doing it.”
When Jeff’s number was called, he hurried to the high end of the track. He carefully
placed his car beside the other two at the starting point. Then he held his breath as
the three cars started down the track. Jeff’s car won the race. Then he had to race
two winners of other races. He won that race, too. Jeff was so excited that he could
hardly breathe. In the last race, though, his car came in third.

When the awards were given, Jeff frowned while looking at his third-place ribbon.
“Wow!” Mom said as she gave Jeff a big hug. “Your car was faster than thirty-six
other cars!”
Mom was right. Jeff and his dad had given it their all. Jeff took a big breath, smiled
up at his dad, and said, “Well, we did our best, and we had fun doing it. That car
was really fast!”
Jeff took his ribbon home to proudly display in his room.

How are the plots of the passages “Winning” and “Can I?” alike?

Both plots describe the effects of winning a big race.
Both plots describe the preparation before a big race.
Both plots describe the relationship between two friends.
Both plots describe the relationship between a parent and child.
Close

RL.3.9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same
author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series.)
Rationale: The second option is correct. Both plots describe preparations made before a
race, one is a 3K race and the other is a wooden car race.

A Talk with a Panda Zookeeper
The passage below includes information that might be shared in an
interview with a panda zookeeper.
Maria: Hello, Peng. Thank you for visiting our school today and talking to us about
pandas. You certainly have come a long way to visit us! I am a fourth-grade
student at Franklin Elementary School, and I’m excited to interview you for our
school newspaper.

Peng: Thank you, Maria. I am very excited to be here and meet all of the students
at this school.
Maria: To start, can you tell me where you work?
Peng: I work at a special zoo in China called Wolong. The scientists and zookeepers
at Wolong raise pandas. There are more pandas in our zoo than in any other zoo in
the world.
Maria: How long have you been working at Wolong?
Peng: I have been working at Wolong for about five years. During that time, I have
worked with many pandas.
Maria: Do you like working with pandas?
Peng: I do! They are such interesting animals! Pandas look sweet, but they are
really strong. You should see them pull up tough bamboo stalks and chew them
with their flat, powerful teeth. In the wild, pandas eat a lot of bamboo. They also
eat a few other things, like grass and a few small animals like mice. In the zoo,
pandas eat bamboo, but they eat other plants too. They eat sugar cane, carrots,
apples, sweet potatoes, and rice. Bamboo has a lot of water in it, but we also give
pandas plenty of fresh water to drink.
Maria: What can you tell me about raising pandas?
Peng: Although full grown pandas are very large, panda babies are very tiny. Being
small makes it hard for baby pandas to stay safe. Babies are helpless. They can’t
open their eyes at first, and they don’t have any fur. They can’t even walk until
they are three months old. At Wolong, we actually help mothers of twin cubs raise
the baby pandas because the mothers have a difficult time taking care of two
babies. We will take care of one of the twins for a few days while the mother takes
care of the other. After a few days, we swap the cubs. This helps the mother feel
close to both babies while still keeping them safe. It’s hard to believe that these
tiny babies grow up to be such large, strong animals.
Maria: Do pandas like to play?
Peng: They love to play. At Wolong, we give our pandas many toys to play with.
Sometimes we give them puzzles to open. If they open the puzzle, they find a tasty
piece of bamboo inside. Pandas like to play with ice and other materials too. They
are really curious animals!
Maria: Where can my friends go to see pandas?
Peng: Today, you can see pandas in a few zoos around the world. In the past, only
zoos in China had pandas. Then, in 1972, China gave two pandas to a zoo in
Washington, D.C. Since then, China has let zoos around the world borrow pandas.
We hope that someday zoos in every country will have pandas. At the same time,

scientists are trying to save wild places so pandas can live in other places besides
zoos. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if people everywhere could see these beautiful and
rare animals?
Maria: That would be wonderful! Thank you for letting me interview you today.
Giant Pandas
Pandas are one of the most popular wild animals in the world. Their round bodies
and cute faces make people everywhere want to learn more about them. Even
though many people find pandas cute, most people have never seen a panda. That
is because these animals are very rare.
Wild pandas only live in one country in the world. They are found in the mountain
forests of China. In the past, giant pandas lived in other places. Sadly, the forests
where they once lived were cleared for farming.
Pandas live in bamboo forests. Bamboo is a kind of giant grass as tall as a tree and
has a long, thin trunk. Pandas mostly eat bamboo, so living in a bamboo forest
provides them with plenty of food. Bamboo is hard to chew, but pandas have strong
teeth and jaws that can chew up the bamboo. They hold the bamboo sticks in their
paws as they eat, just like you might hold a carrot.
Giant pandas are big. Adult pandas weigh up to 250 pounds, as much as a pretty
big man. When standing on all four legs, pandas can be up to three feet tall at the
shoulder, and they are four to six feet long. They have black fur on their ears,
mouth, legs, shoulders, and around their eyes. The rest of their fur is white.
Scientists think that this black-and-white coloring helps pandas hide in the shade of
the forests.
Pandas are quiet animals. They usually live by themselves or in small groups. They
spend most of their time eating and sleeping. Baby pandas are very tiny when they
are born and weigh only a few ounces, about as much as a chipmunk. Young
pandas stay with their mothers for two or three years. Then they go off on their
own. Pandas can live up to 35 years.
There are not many pandas left in the wild. Only about 1,600 still live in China’s
mountain forests. There are also about 300 pandas living in zoos around the world.
Almost all the pandas in zoos come from China. There is a special zoo in China that
breeds pandas and helps raise the baby pandas. Then China lets zoos around the
world borrow pandas for a few years at a time. People hope that the pandas in zoos
will have more baby pandas.

Since pandas are so rare, it is important to protect their habitats so they will always
have a place to live in the wild. Raising more pandas in zoos will also help their
population grow. The hope is that pandas will always have a home on our planet.

Which idea is in both “Giant Pandas” and “A Talk with a Panda Zookeeper”?

Pandas eat mice.
Pandas can open puzzles.
Pandas have strong teeth.
Pandas live near mountains.
RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the
same topic. Rationale: The third option is correct. The fact that pandas have strong teeth is in both
passages.

How does the picture help readers to better understand this passage?

by showing what type of things to buy

by showing how big a completed cookie will be

by showing the order in which to complete the steps

by showing what a completed cookie will look like

RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words
in a story. Rationale: The third option is correct. Using the correct order allows the reader to make
delicious Beetle Bug Cookies.

W.3.1 – Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
Some parents think that the children should get homework during the summer break, so that they’re
well prepared for the next grade. What is your opinion on the subject?

W.3.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
Pretend you’re given a responsibility to make lemonade for the beverage stand at the school carnival
and you need to explain to your friends how to help you make some. Write a paragraph explaining
what you need to make the lemonade and how to make it the most delicious of all.

W.3.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
Pretend your mom has asked you not to go in a locked room in the basement, but you somehow
managed to get the keys out of her possession. Now that you have the keys, you can’t control your
urge to see what’s behind those doors. Write about what terrible things might happen once you
unlock the door and enter the room.

