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Bob Lee Shares Wisdom
on Living Your Best Life

HBCU College Tour:
Provides Opportunities for NYC Youth!
A group of excited youngsters were a part of the 22nd Annual Historical Bus Tour, which was
hosted by the You Can Go to College Committee with help from Make the Grade Foundation.
The tour provides young people from 8th to 12th grade the opportunity to visit and learn the
rich history of HBCU’s. Ms. Dorita Clark and Sister Shirley Dye, founders of the
You Can Go to College Committee, Doctor
Bob Lee, founder of Make the Grade
Foundation, the Bell Family and Dr. Ralph
Noble were in attendance as they rooted

In “Your Daily Dose of Quotes and
Anecdotes,” Doctor Bob Lee’s sophomore
book follows “7 Ways to Make the Grade.”
He expresses how to create an abundant life
by introducing seven principles. This book is a
pure gem. Lee candidly shares what it takes to
be healthy in mind, body and spirit. In “Your
Daily Dose of Quotes and Anecdotes,” he
synthesizes wisdom from various sources like
the Bible and explains how it can be applied to
everyday life.
For more information go to:
www.makethegrade.org

parents and supporters descended on Webb
Hall where Dr. Ralph Noble, Department of
Animal Sciences Chair, spoke to the young
people about the vast opportunities

the young people on. One of the
first stops was North Carolina For these young people,
A & T State University in
it was a transformative
Greensboro, NC, which is
known as home of the Aggies.
experience where they
Here young people learned
HBCU’s like North Carolina A
gained a deeper
& T were land grant institutions,
which made higher education
understanding of
possible for African Americans
in segregated America.
HBCU’s.
North Carolina A & T University received
their land grant in 1891 and in turn now
“graduates the nation’s largest number of
African American engineers at the undergraduate, master’s and doctoral levels as
well as the most African American
psychology undergraduates,” as cited on
www.ncat.edu. Two busloads of students,

at his department. The group
was inspired when he said
North Carolina A & T students in his department had
opportunities to work with
wildlife in DC, Maine, California, South Africa, Turkey
and Australia.These inquisitive students also had an
opportunity to visit HBCU’s
such as, Spelman College.

Other colleges included Clark Atlanta
University, Morehouse College, Howard
University and Johnson C. Smith. This tour
is changing lives and giving second chances.
Aiden and Miles Warren, who were sponsored by Make the Grade Foundation were ecstatic about the tour. Miles missed getting selected for a school when he graduated last
year and was recently accepted to Johnson
C. Smith. For these young people it was a
transformational experience where they
gained a deeper understanding of HBCU’s.

set the stage >>>

Brooklyn Fifth Graders from
IMLCS Take SAT in Biology
To think only a few years
years ago, Imagine Me
Leadership Charter School
(IMLCS) was another
failing school in the state
of New York. This k-5 all
boys East New York,
Brooklyn school was about
to shut its doors for good.

Reward School
Fast forward five years later, they garnered
the title as a Reward School for three
consecutive years. Now, seven of their bright
5th grade students took the SAT in biology
this past June. How is this even possible
many may ask? Well — with excellent
educators and motivated students IMLCS
accepted failure as a chance for regrowth.

Bright Futures
Founded in 2010 by Rev.
David K. Brawley, IMLCS
always had high hopes for
their East New York boys.
With vision and direction of
Executive Director Dr.
Katherine Corbett sought a
new leadership team, which
included Principal Bevon
Thompson.
The school’s new management worked
collectively to establish their identity among
one of the best elementary schools in New
York State. To do so, a collective effort was
made by dedicated educators, supportive
parents and eager to learn students. They
started their journey with an improvement in
curriculum and took the initiative to make
some positive changes in learning methods
and school culture.

Principal Bevon Thompson and his fifth grade students

and school culture. Principal Thompson
said, “We pushed the envelope of
everything that was possible to ensure
bright futures for our students at IMLCS.”
When asked, “How did you prepare 10 and
11-year olds for a test typically taken in
high school?” Thompson boldly uttered, “It
was an extension of the Regents class I
taught them — it only took a few more
subjects, which I covered in Living
Environment.”
This monumental feat was made possible
with the support of Alex Meacham, Dr.
Katherine Corbett and dedicated parents.
IMLCS is a perfect example of what is
possible with great leadership and for
these East New York students, it’s just
the beginning.

pulse of a nation>>>

Make The Grade Foundation Shows
Up for March for Our Lives
The Make the Grade Foundation showed up to support America’s youth and uplift their
voices. Young people refuse to live in fear or turn their schools into prisons was heard loud
and clear as 800,000 gathered near Washington DC’s capitol this past March for gun
reform. The march was spurred by the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting
Doctor Bob Lee and Thurgood Marshall Academy Students

On Location!
Doctor Bob Lee has visited so many phenomenal
schools this year. These schools can be heard on
the Steve Harvey Morning Show on 107.5 WBLS.

and a history of gun violence in our streets and communities.
Rallies stretched from NYC, LA,
Boston, Germany, Paris and beyond.
America’s children proved they are
the light bearers leading the way with
new ideas. Well-versed with the
issues at hand – students realize the
danger in our schools, on our streets
and in our communities. Yolanda
Renee King, grand-daughter of Martin
Luther King Jr. said it best, “I have a
dream that enough is enough and that
this should be a gun free world –
period. Spread the word – have you
heard, across the nation – we are

Pulse High School’s Graduating Class of 2018

going to be a great generation.”

Why is CAMPA the Future of Education?

ask an educator>>>

In just under a year, CAMPA Charter School is witnessing tremendous
growth under the leadership of Principal George E. Leonard, Assistant
Principal Niaka Gaston and their skilled staff.
and math are the cornerstones of
CAMPA because they are the foundation
of everything that we are as a civilization. Traditionally, students of color
and those from low income communities
do not excel in science and math.
Fortunately, that has not been our
experience. Our educators, using our
methodologies, can develop young
scientific minds that thirst to learn
more. Mathematics and science are no
longer viewed as scary or difficult.”
Assistant principal Niaka Gaston and a student

They are presently setting the stage to be
the future of education where they
believe every child is born to win. To
make this a reality CAMPA students are
preparing for high school and college
while in middle school.
CAMPA’s educational design and
approach is prepping their students for
not only success, but the ability to
compete on a global scale and create
better citizens. “It’s time for educators
and policy makers to stop delaying the
progress of our students, especially
students from traditionally low-income
communities by underestimating the
abilities of these students and thus
retarding their growth,” both Leonard
and Gaston recognize. When asked why
math and science are cornerstones of
CAMPA — Gaston expresses, “Science

A major goal of CAMPA (Collegiate
Academy for Mathematics and Personal
Awareness) is to prepare their students
to excel in STEM fields. CAMPA’s
curricula is designed with a strong
emphasis on mathematics and science.
Here, they train their students for STEM
related careers and interests.
To ensure their students are ready for
high school they are introduced to a high
school curricula that will equip them to
graduate with credits in courses like
Algebra I and Geometry, Living
Environment, Chemistry, and Earth
Science. This early preparation will leave
students with the ability to amass college
courses once in high school.
With such innovative measures in place,
CAMPA will indubitably become a leader
for other schools to follow and architects
of tomorrow.

in the spotlight>>>
Dr. Keitha Burnett: Teacher to CEO of
Publishing Company IronClad International

As an educator for thirty years, Dr. Burnett has inspired countless generations of young
people to achieve their dreams. With this same passion, she is helping aspiring writers

Feona Huff

Q:
A:

What can parents do to keep
their children engaged this
summer?
I love the summer time. It
is the perfect opportunity
for you to keep your children on the learning track
while also implementing
fun, fun, fun.

Let your local library become your BFF
from June to September. They tend to
offer summer programs, including
STEAM classes. STEAM stands for
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art and Math. They also offer summer
reading contests, where your child can
earn prizes at the completion of the
summer.
If your children are into the arts and
nature, children's museums and the
Botanical Garden offers educational
classes at low costs. Some even offer
financial aid and scholarships to pay for
classes. Youth-focused organizations are
also a great resource for academics,
mentorship and camp experiences.
Check your city's website to see what's
out there or call your city's information
number for referrals. And, of course, you
can create a summer curriculum that
involves working on handwriting
(especially if your child is in elementary
school), book reports (let them select the
book) and secure tutoring sessions if you
know your child struggles in a particular
subject(s) (to give them a leg up).

complete a lifelong dream of publishing their first books with a step by step process.
IronClad has attracted some of the most successful writers in the country as writing
coaches such as, Doreen Spicer-Dannelly (producer of Disney’s Jump-In and the Proud
Family) and Wally Swist, author of Huang Po and Dimensions of Love – who has also
written hundreds of published articles. Dr. Burnett and her team saw a need for everyday
people to tell their stories. IronClad believes in quality and offers writing services for
adults and teens. Young Scribes of America is a publishing program created specifically
for high schools. For more information go to www.ironcladintl.com.

Feona Sharhran Huff is an educator in the
Hampton Roads area of Virginia. Ms. Huff is
also the Founder of Let Me Tutor U 2 - a
tutoring service specializing in reading and
writing support for elementary school
students. She is the author of "Powerhouse
Pointers for Teachers.” Contact Feona
at letmetutoru2@gmail.com or
(757) 215-6754.

Gala 2017 Review
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You
aaa

>>> Editor’s Note

Doctor Bob Lee hosted Make The Grade’s 2017 Annual Gala, which took
place at Terrace On The Park in Queens, New York this past December.
Exceptional community leaders were honored for their service.

Make The Grade Foundation
has done tremendous work
with young people and continues to shine its light on
community leaders.
Great things happen in our
communities everyday and we
are happy to share these
stories. Until next time smile
often and enjoy the summer.

Love and Light,
Tachelle Wilkes
tachelle@femmixx.com

Save the Date
Doctor Bob Lee Presents the 2018
Make the Grade Awards Gala on Dec 6th
at Terrace on the Park

