June 21, 2018
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Attached is a summer reading list containing titles of books, both fiction and nonfiction, for
Kindergarten through fifth grade, including 2016 award winners. These books can be easily
found at your local library or bookstore. Libraries can do a search throughout Rhode Island
if they do not have a particular book that your child wants to read and have it sent to your
local library for you to pick up.
The North Kingstown Free Library offers a summer reading program for kids ages 4 years
old through fifth grade. This year’s theme is “Libraries Rock!” It runs from June 21-August
31. Prizes are awarded for participation. Also, here are the links for the RI library activities
as well as the Barnes and Noble Summer Reading Program:
http://www.olis.ri.gov/services/srp/children.php
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/summer-reading/_/N-rs9
It is very important for students to continue to read throughout the summer to help
maintain the progress they have made including the use of strategies such as
decoding, fluency, and comprehension. Students should read at least twenty minutes
per day. Partner reading is a good motivator to get some students to read on a daily
basis to help strengthen these strategies as well. Our North Kingstown data
collection has shown that students who do NOT read over the Summer have dropped
an average of two reading levels by September. Without Summer reading, students
could return in the Fall significantly behind their peers.
Below are some effective reading strategies to help your child:
1) Ask questions while your child is reading the story to check on comprehension.
2) Ask your child to go back and read a sentence again if they get stuck on a word or ask
them to look for a word part that they know, (i.e. “at” in the word “chat”.)
3) Have your child tap out sounds in words from a story if they are having difficulty.
4) Tell your child to summarize what the story was about orally or in a journal to incorporate
the reading/writing connection.
Please enjoy this packet and record any books that your child has read. Return the list of
books that your child has read to school in September along with any journal writing. The
Reading Specialist from your school will give students a certificate for their reading and
writing efforts from the summer months.
Happy Reading!
North Kingstown Elementary Reading Specialists: Jessica DuBois, Lynne LaStarza, Stephanie
McKiernan, Jeannie Willette, Marea Rice

