“Safe environment and great teachers.
Both of my children have attended
Escalante and it has been a very positive
academic and social experience.”

“I appreciate the “community” feel
of Escalante as well as the open
communication that is promoted.
And the NO bullying policy in
place.”

“Escalante offers lots of electives,
creative teaching methods, and the
school feels warm and supportive.”
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Learning is active.

Students are scientists, urban planners,
historians, and activists. They investigate
real community problems and collaborate
with peers to develop creative, actionable
solutions.
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“I love the woodworking program,
and the respect that students,
teacher and staff have for each
other. Weekly communication from
the school and team teachers is
very helpful and great!”

Expeditionary
Learning at
Escalante
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Learning is challenging.

Students at all levels are pushed and
supported to do more than they think they
can. Excellence is expected in the quality of
their work and thinking.

Learning is meaningful.

Students apply their skills and knowledge to
real-world issues and make positive change
in their communities. They see the relevance
of their learning and are motivated by
understanding that learning has purpose.

Learning is public.

Through formal structures of presentation,
exhibition, critique, and data analysis, students
and teachers build a shared vision of pathways
to achievement.

Escalante
Middle School
Principal: Jeremy Voss
Assistant Principals: Tamara Glaser
David Tanaka

“Great staff, challenging curriculum, overall
welcoming atmosphere.”

141 Baker Lane
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-9490
escalante.durangoschools.org

Educational
Program

Our Location
Escalante is located in a beautiful setting, nestled
against the Animas River below the Purple Cliffs
south of Durango. Our campus includes athletic
fields, a solar greenhouse and garden, nature study
trails next to the Animas River, and a low ropes
course.

Educational
Philosophy
As we implement Expeditionary Learning (EL)
at Escalante, we believe that learning is active,
challenging, meaningful, public, and collaborative.
The EL model for teaching and learning challenges
students to think critically and take active roles in
classrooms and communities, resulting in higher
achievement and greater engagement in school. The
motto “we are crew, not passengers” guides us as
we focus to build cultures of respect, responsibility,
courage, and kindness - where students and staff
are committed to quality work and citizenship. Our
highly qualified staff is trained to tailor instruction to
help a diverse range of learners. We meet students’
individual learning needs by adjusting instruction to
address specific learning styles, abilities, strengths,
and needs.

To complement our core subjects of language arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies, we offer
a fun and challenging array of exploratory courses.
Our exploratory courses include art, choir, band,
orchestra, computers, PE, health, modern language,
peer tutoring, drama, and hands-on vocational classes.
Because we believe that activities outside the regular
classroom help support academic achievement, we
also offer a variety of enrichment programs including
Knowledge Bowl, Drama, bike club, student council,
robotics, and chess club.

Team Approach
We believe the team approach provides the best
learning environment for middle school students.
Our classrooms have been designed in clusters to
create grade-level learning teams for our students.
By dividing grade levels up into smaller teams,
students, teachers, and parents are able to forge
strong relationships, and students feel a keen sense
of belonging.

Expeditionary
Learning
At Escalante we structure student learning to be
purposeful so that our students are highly engaged
and motivated to master academic content. We are
committed to providing the training and resources
to ensure that there is a great teacher in every
classroom. To meet the high expectations that all EL
students are held to, Escalante students learn inquiry
skills, research skills, and habits of scholarship that
motivate them to achieve and persist in work until it
is of high quality. As a school, we continually strive to
create a positive culture that is safe and respectful
where students and educators are responsible,
kind, and courageous. Escalante is committed to an
inclusive learning environment where all students
receive specialized instruction and academic
support within the general education classroom.

Distinguishing
Characteristics
• Expeditionary Learning School
• Highlighted school with Colorado
Board of Education as a Colorado
school that has implemented effective
environmental literacy programs
• Award-winning academic , music, athletic
and activity programs
• Multiple National History Day state
finalists
• Implemented Crew Program to teach
executive skills, teambuilding, and
College and Career Readiness
• Amazing school campus with low-ropes
course, solar greenhouse and garden

We are Crew, not Passengers.

