Massena Central School Board of Education Update
September 28, 2018

Massena CSD In The News
Monday, September 24, 2018
“Massena voters not likely to see capital project on ballot until 2019” – NC Now
The capital project for the District, as reported as the Board meeting of September 27, 2018, is
reported.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-voters-not-likely-see-capital-project-ballotuntil-2019-0243522
Monday, September 24, 2018
“Massena Board of Education names Haggett as vice president” – NC Now
The election of Trustee Haggett as Vice President is reported.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-board-education-names-haggett-vice-president0243448
Monday, September 24, 2018
“Massena trustee wants better policing of illegal parking in handicap spaces” – Andy Gardner,
NC Now
Trustee Perretta requested the District look into the issue of people who are not handicapped
utilizing District handicap-designated parking spaces.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-trustee-wants-better-policing-illegal-parkinghandicap-spaces-0243449
Wednesday, September 26, 2018
“Massena Central School District preparing for two building projects” – Bob Beckstead,
Watertown Daily Times
The District capital projects – the capital outlay and the larger capital project in the study phase are reported.
Link:
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news05/massena-central-school-district-preparing-fortwo-building-projects-20180926&template=mwdt

High School
News & Notes

This year’s Learn to Lead trip at Raquette Lake was another success. This event provides an
experience for students that they never forget. The benefits of this program are immeasurable to
those who attend. These students carry strong bonds with each other for the rest of their high
school career. Thanks to Erin Covell and Bob Jordan for the great job they do organizing this
event. Thanks to the BOE and Mr. Brady for their continued support.
SUNY Roadshow

Representatives from 7 SUNY schools were available at the high school on September 20th for
seniors from Massena and Madrid-Waddington High Schools. Each presentation spoke about the
many Certificate, 2 Year, 4 Year programs at each of the schools. On October 2nd, seniors will be
travelling to Ogdensburg for the yearly College Fair where they will have time to speak
individually with college representatives.

Interact Club helps out the Massena Community

Below is an email from Nancy Bogosian, retired Social Studies teacher and President of the Save
Our Cemetery committee.
Today 18 students volunteered to do the nasty work of scrubbing filthy gravestones. The Interact
Club led by Mike Chartrand showed up 15 minutes early for duty. They were amazing! They
worked hard, yet seemed to be having a good time. They interacted well with both Mr. Chartrand
and the six adults they had never met. They demonstrated poise, tenacity and a work ethic that I
had believed to be dead. You have a lot to be proud of in these students. They almost make me
want to be back in the classroom just to spend more time with them... almost
Obviously you are doing it right to produce young adults like these.
Congratulations and a heartfelt thank you for a job well done.
Sincerely,
Nancy Bogosian
President- Save Our Cemetery committee
Upcoming events
Oct 1 – Trauma Informed Committee Meeting – 1:00pm Student Affairs
Oct 2 – College Fair - OFA -8:40-12:45
District school Climate Committee Meeting – 1:00pm – HS Rm 315
Higher Ed Night – SLU Field House – 6:30-8:30
Oct 11- ASVAB military testing – 12:45 pm – HS Rm 315
Oct 22-26 College Application Week – 8:00-3:00 – HS Rm 315

.

Junior High School
News & Notes

Grade 7 Climbs Azure Mountain
In what has become a yearly tradition at JW Leary our 7th Grade students climbed Azure
Mountain this week with their 8th Grade WEB Leaders. This is a great experience which allows
our students a wonderful chance connect with each other and nature. The climb can be a
challenge for some of our students but with the support and encouragement our students are able
to achieve the goal of reaching the top of the mountain. This experience is a wonderful way to
demonstrate for our students what is possible with hard-work. Thank you to Mr. Marcellus and
Mrs. Trimboli for organizing the trip. Also, thank you to the Board of Education and the
Superintendent for your continued support of this trip and our school.

Jared Campbell Performs for JW Leary
On September 20th, JW Leary was treated to a wonderful performance from Jared
Campbell. Jared has worked with nationally know acts like The Zach Brown Band and Journey.
He brought his musical skills to JW Leary where through his music and his stories he was able to

share uplifting stories of perseverance and encouragement. His message to our students focused
on them knowing who their “people” were . The people that they could rely on in any situation
to keep them on the right track, he referred to them as their “white lines” to keep them on the
road of life. Our students loved his humor and his outstanding musicianship.

Student Council Elections
We held our Primary elections for Student Council on September 28th. During the primary, our
pool of candidates was reduced to 2 from the initial group that decided to run. All of our
students who put themselves out there to take on a leadership role in the school are to be
commended. The initial list of candidates included:
President: Sunny Thompson-Garrow, Liam Green, Jadelyn McMillan, Chloe Wilson and Brian
Hurlbut
Vice-President: Ellie Ware, Molly Mannis, Samantha Nason and Aria Ferriero
Secretary: Elizabeth Tusa, Naava Blue, Devon Oakes, Alexis Boulais and Nicholas Marino
Treasurer: Briallen Harper-Moulton and Madison Garrow
The winners of the Primary were:

President: Chloe Wilson and Brian Hurlbut

Vice-President: Ellie Ware and Samantha Nason

Secretary: Naava Blue, Elizabeth Tusa and Nicholas

Marino
Treasurer: Briallen Harper-Moulton and Madison Garrow

The winner will face off in the General Election which will be held on October 12th. Prior to
that, the Primary winners will need to make a speech before the entire student body sharing why
they think that they should be in the office they are running for. Good Luck!!!!
Important Upcoming Dates:
1. 10/4/2018, Indian River Fundraiser Begins
2. 10/8/2018, No School Indigenous Peoples Day (Columbus Day)
3. 10/9/2018, JH Picture Day
4. 10/12/2018, JH General Election
5. 10/26/2018, JH Halloween dance
6. 10/27/2018, Trunk or Treat

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes
Positivity Project
The Positivity Project is dedicated to helping America’s youth build strong relationships by
recognizing the character strengths in themselves and others. The vision is to create citizens and
leaders who will enhance our communities and country by internalizing the belief that “Other
People Matter.”
With the mission to empower our students to build positive relationships and cultivate a schoolwide #OtherPeopleMatter mindset, Jefferson Elementary has joined a growing number of
schools in the Positivity Project. Throughout the school year, teachers and students will explore
24 character strengths. Ranging from bravery and forgiveness to integrity and gratitude, these
character strengths are the foundation of The Positivity Project’s model. The month of
September has already seen classroom discussions involving the character strengths of
“Curiosity” and “Teamwork.”

We are just getting started with the school-wide introduction of the Positivity Project and have
already witnessed some amazing character conversations with students and teachers. Please click
here for a calendar of character strengths. Character Strength Calendar

Jefferson Elementary Teachers in their Positivity Project Shirts

Jefferson’s Community Cares Volunteer
Jefferson is extremely happy to welcome back Ms. Sandra Merchant to Miss Blanchard’s
kindergarten classroom. Ms. Merchant began volunteering in the kindergarten classroom last
year as our first Community Care volunteer. Ms. Merchant has returned this year and has
increased the number of days that she is helping the classroom. The Community Cares initiative
generated out of our district’s Community School Program.
Thank you Ms. Merchant for your continued time, dedication, and caring to Jefferson’s students.

Curriculum Night 2018
Jefferson’s Curriculum Night was held on Wednesday, September 19. This curriculum night
provided parents with an opportunity to visit their child’s classroom, meet their child’s teacher,
and learn more about what we can all do cooperatively to help make this a successful and
rewarding school year.
Along with visiting the classrooms, parents also had an opportunity to visit and gather
information from the many community organizations that were present. Friends of Jefferson
Parent Group, Title I Math, Title I Reading, Fideliscare, Girl Scouts, Hospice, Renewal House,
St. Lawrence NYSARC, Boys & Girls Club, Good News Club, Jefferson’s Attendance Team,
Jefferson’s Positively Project Team all happily shared information with our guests.

First Tie Club Members:
Jefferson first grade students, August Rush and Rylan Bourdon, are the first members of Mr.
Richards’ Tie Club this year. August and Rylan were recognized by their teacher, Mrs. Laramay,
for demonstrating the character strength of “Teamwork” and remembering that “other people
matter.” Congratulations August and Rylan! Keep up the great work!

Elks Dictionary Donation

Dianne Meyer and Millie Weaver, Inner Guards for the local Elks 1702 Lodge, recently
presented each Jefferson third grade student with their very own dictionary. We very much
appreciate the generosity and continued support of the Elks Lodge. Thank you very much.

Positivity Project at Grade Five

This week’s P2 focus was on the character strength of Teamwork/Citizenship. Students explored
this character trait to determine its meaning, why it matters, and how to demonstrate it in their
daily life. Through discussion, videos, and cooperative activities, students learned what it meant
to demonstrate teamwork and citizenship. They used this knowledge to work in groups to create
a fictional team member with certain character traits that he/she would need in order to be
considered the “Ultimate Team Member”. After creating the character, students shared their
work and reasoning with the class. Through this task, they all demonstrated their ability to be
ultimate team members!
Prekindergarten Apple Field Trip
Students in Mrs. Hubert’s class took their very first field trip to Kaneb’s Orchard. While there,
the Pre-K students learned how apples were turned into cider. Students also sampled apple cider
and donuts from the orchard. Following the field trip, students returned to school to make apple
sauce using the apples given to them by Kaneb’s.

Early Dismissal Day
Friday, October 5
There will be an early dismissal on Friday, October 5 to allow for Staff Development.
Elementary walkers and transfers students
11:30AM
AM PreK – Gr 6 Bus students
11:45AM
Morning Prekindergarten students will be dismissed on the regular bus home unless
picked up by parents.
There will be NO PM PRE K, NO PM LATCHKEY, and No dismissal to BOYS & Girls
Club
Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, Oct. 2 Friends of Jefferson Parent Group Meeting 6:00pm Jeff. Library
Friday, Oct 5
Early Dismissal See above
Monday, Oct. 8 Columbus Day No School
Wed. Oct. 10
Fire Prevention Day at Jefferson
Wed. Oct. 17
Eat Smart NY visits Jefferson
Thur. Oct. 18
Jefferson Picture Day
Fri. Oct. 19
Friends of Jefferson Parent Group grade 5 / 6 Dance 6:00pm
Oct. 22-26
Red Ribbon Week
Mon. Oct. 22
Jefferson Book Fair Begins
Wed. Oct. 24
FOJ- Halloween Family Fun Night 6:00pm
Sat. Oct 27
Trunk or Treat
3-6:00pm High School
Wed. Oct 31
Halloween Parade 2:10pm
Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
Team Building in P.E. Class
Students at Madison participated in collaborative activities in P.E. class. The fifth grade students
worked through their fear during the trust fall activity. The task focused on teamwork,
cooperation, communication, trust and focus. Although it was very hard for many students to

trust their classmates to catch them falling backward, they spoke about how proud they were
when they completed the activity. Mr. Matejcik explained to the students that the skills they
used during the activity could be filtered into their schoolwork and athletic teams. Pictured
below you will see how students started the activity on the floor and then Mr. Matejcik
demonstrated how to fall from the bench.

Fun in Pre-K
Mrs. Wilmshurst’s Pre-K students have been having great fun in school. This week the classes
learned and sang about apples, went to Kaneb’s apple orchard and Mrs. Chapman enjoyed
reading the book, Hattie and the Fox, to each class.

SUNY Block II Students at Madison
Madison Elementary continues to collaborate with SUNY Potsdam by hosting six block students
as they complete their pre-student teaching experience this semester. Thank you to the teachers
that are welcoming the students into their classrooms.

Block II Student

Mentor Teacher

Courtney LaBeau

Amy Wilmshurst

Brooke Hersey

Kelli Grewell

Shelby Kennedy

Kristen LaCombe

Samantha Wallace

Adrienne Hartman

Rachel Higgins

Darcie Fregoe

Andrew Scuncio

Justin Shope

Planting in Grade 4
Mrs. Earl’s class planted flower seeds in science as part of the plant unit. They are studying plant
structures and functions, as well as the process of photosynthesis.

Upcoming Events:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10/5- Early Dismissal (11:30): Professional Development
10/8- No School
10/9- Massena Fire Department Presentations @ 1:15pm
10/11- Pre-K Massena Fire Department Presentation @ 9:30am
10/12- Owl-standing Character Recognition Assembly: in the Cafeteria during
lunch periods
10/19- Picture Day
10/25- Madison Pumpkin Decorating & Trick or Treat Street @ 6:00 pm
10/27- Trunk or Treat @ High School @ 3pm
10/31- Halloween Parade @ 1:15 pm

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Front Lobby Makeover
Many thanks to our Nightengale Neighbors and Mrs. Ashlaw for “sprucing up” our front lobby.
We have added a new carpet and new furniture to brighten our school!

Nightengale Curriculum Night
Thank you to those of you who were able to make it out for our Curriculum Night. It is a great
time for parents to meet their children’s teachers and get some insight into the specific grade
level curriculum,
and learn more about what we can do cooperatively to help make this a successful and
rewarding school year.

Pre-K Apple Picking Kaneb’s Orchard
On September 25th, both am and pm Pre-K classes went apple picking at Kaneb’s Orchard in
Massena. The students were able to pick apples, drink cider, and taste apple cider donuts. The

following day the students invited their families in for an Apple Festival. The children made
applesauce to serve to their guests.

Nightengale’s First POPCORN DAY!!!
Nothing like Nightengale Nighthawks and the PTO Popcorn Friday!!! Thank you! Don’t forget

the last Friday of the month is popcorn day!!
Noble Nighthawks
Noble Nighthawks from 9/21 and 9/28! These children were noticed for their great behavior and
work ethic at Nightengale! Keep up the great work Nighthawks! We have had a wonderful start
to the school year this September!

6th Grade “Believe in Your” Selfies
This year is working on a Positivity Project. This project empowers students to build positive
relationships through teamwork and building relationships. Relationships are the cornerstone of
health, happiness, and resilience…and (according to experts) many jobs of the future.

District Upcoming Events
10/3—Nationwide FEMA Cell Phone Alert—2:18 pm
10/5—Hall of Fame Induction—7:00 pm—HS Cafeteria
10/6—Hall of Fame Football Game vs Gouverneur—12:30 pm—Nicholas Field
10/8—Indigenous People’s Day—No School

