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District Spotlight
Energy Saving with Ideal Impact

The additional square footage helping to provide modern
educational opportunities throughout Franklin ISD is
seen in facilities such as our new larger high school with
its additional science labs, second gym and auditorium,
the addition of more classrooms at the middle school,
and additional classrooms at the elementary school
including the new fine arts center on Hwy 79. While
we are proud to educate students in our new larger
facilities, the increased square footage in FISD brings
about higher energy usage and ultimately higher energy
costs for the district. During the school year 2013-2014,
FISD began to search for ways to reduce the district’s
energy usage.
In 2014-2015, Franklin ISD became aware of the
company, Ideal Impact. This new company not only
revolutionized the concept of energy savings, they
guaranteed energy savings. After several meetings,
FISD entered into a partnership with Ideal Impact to
create a more energy efficient model for its facilities.
This process consists of two things: changing the
schedule determining when and how our HVAC systems
run and training ourselves to adopt a more energy
efficient mindset.
Ideal Impact showed us that leaving our HVAC systems
on overnight was not the most efficient way to run large
facilities even if we changed the temperature settings.
Their concept includes turning HVAC systems
completely off overnight, allowing the temperature in
the buildings to rise as close to 90 degrees as possible.
This procedure reduces humidity in the buildings for
the following day and results in a more comfortable
environment at a higher temperature. Living in Texas,

we know how humidity can create a more uncomfortable
environment.
The second step in Ideal Impact’s plan is to stagger
the time each HVAC zone comes on the next morning
beginning at 5:00 a.m. A staggered start reduces the
amount of electricity “demand” needed to bring the
buildings to their proper temperature settings for the
day. The demand cost of electricity is 10 times the cost
of usage; so, reducing the demand of electricity to get
our buildings to their appropriate temperature settings
reduces the electricity cost for that day.
Additionally, FISD learned to turn off and unplug things
that require electricity like water fountains, computers,
projectors, mini-refrigerators, lights, and a myriad more
items when they are not needed to educate students.
All of these things are small but add up to a lot of
electricity costs over the school year.
These new energy practices led to a savings that
were larger than the savings Ideal Impact guaranteed.
Comparing FISD’s annual
energy cost during the
2017-2018 school year to
prior years, changing our
energy practices shows
approximately $225,000
in annual savings. These
energy savings redirect
taxpayer dollars to areas
needed to educate the
students of FISD.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER

Principal’s
Point-of-View
Russell White

Franklin High School has officially
begun the second grading period of the
26th - Seniors order cap and gowns school year. We had a very successful
first nine weeks, and we look forward
8:45a.m.
to further success as we complete the
V. Football vs. Trinity 7:30p.m.
fall semester and progress into spring,
2019. Be mindful that the second nine
weeks has a two day week during
Thanksgiving week and the final week
of this nine week grading period will
include semester exams. Students may
2nd - V. Football @ Diboll
need your help with reminders to stay
7:30p.m.
current with assignments since they will
have less time to make-up or catch up
8th - Girls Basketball vs. Normangee on their grades this nine weeks.
6:00p.m.
Thank you in advance for your
continued support of Franklin High
9th - V. Football vs. Crockett
School.

NOVEMBER

7:30p.m.

Above: Franklin FFA members helped
with Robertson County’s annual Water
Field Day at the RCFA Fairgrounds by
leading over 250 fifth grade students from
across Robertson County in learning
about water conservation practices.
Below: Franklin Girls’ Cross Country team
places second at the UIL Regional Meet
held in Huntsville. This is the third year in
a row the girls have qualified for the State
Meet.

9th - Veteran’s Day Assembly
9:00a.m.
Senior pep rally 2:50p.m.
10th - Boys Basketball vs. North Zulch
2:30p.m.
13th - Girls Basketball @ Rice
6:00p.m.
20th - Early Release
1p.m.
21st - 23rd - Thanksgiving Break
30th - Boys Basketball vs. Navasota
7p.m.

Girls Cross Country Team

(l to r): Jessie Medcalf, Natalie Philipello, Makayla Tourville, Zoe Barnes,
Kaitlyn Cobb, Madison Skorupinski, Bri Stokley.

m pus News
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Get to know
your Teachers!
Nicole DeStefano

What made you want to start teaching?
I love being around kids and I wanted to do something where I
could make a difference in others’ lives.

Carrie Shields
Courses taught:
Pre AP English I, English I,
Accelerated Reading

What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School?
My sweet freshmen and I love being able to see my three children while I work…….
and Ms. Malara!!!
What do you do in your free time?
What free time????
Where did you go to college?
The University of North Texas in Denton.
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
Bora Bora

There is no better way to learn about a
college or university — the facilities, faculty,
spirit, academics, atmosphere, and values —
than to visit the campus when the institution
is in full session. At Franklin High School, we
allow 10th-12th graders two school days per
year to visit any technical school, college, or
university in order to personally experience
the campus rather than rely on the word of
friends, brochures , or the school’s webpage.
In order to take a college visit day, talk to
the counselor and pick up a College Visit
Form at least one week prior to the planned
absence from class. Then, consider doing
the following:
•

What is your middle name?
Jean

•

What is your favorite food/restaurant?
Cafe Eccel

•

•
•
•

Boys Cross Country Team

(l to r): Coach Q, Seth Cook, Jenson Pils, Nate Philipello, Jaxson
Zimmerman, Gordon Wilson, Brent Cook. Jaxson and Nate both qualified
for the State Meet.

•

Arrange for your visit in advance. Avoid
being a “drop-in.”
Allow sufficient time for the visit —
preferably the entire day.
Take a campus tour. Participate in
a group information session at the
admissions office. Eat on campus. Look
at residence halls. Browse the college
bookstore.
Speak to an admissions counselor to
ask about admission requirements and
the application process.
Talk to the college students. Ask about
the academic and social life on campus.
Take a notebook. Make some notes
while information is fresh:
1. Impression of campus and facilities
2. Impression of students and faculty
3. Academic program information
4. Names and contact numbers for
information or questions
Have fun and enjoy the experience. Even
if the school is not a good fit, cross it off
the list and continue exploring options!

FMS Cam p
UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER
27th - FMS Softball Tournament
10:00a.m.
29th - Nov. 2 - Red Ribbon Week

NOVEMBER
1st - FMS Football vs. Diboll (8th
grade here/7th & B away)
5:00p.m.

Principal’s
Point-of-View
Susan Nelson

8th - Pep Rally/
FMS Football vs. Trinity
5:00p.m.
9th - VETERAN’S DAY ASSEMBLY
9am

15th - FMS Girls BB vs. Cameron
5:00p.m.

Coach Russ goes over the game plan
with the 8th grade volleyball girls during
a timeout.

17th - FMS Softball @ Bremond
Tournament/FMS Boys BB
Tournament
19th - Aim For Success: Bullying
Assembly
20th - Early Release
21st-23rd - Thanksgiving Holiday
29th - FMS BB vs. Lexington
5:00p.m.

Teams working together
= student success.

Franklin Middle School’s 5th
November will be a busy month
grade team of teachers enjoy
for FMS Students. We begin next
week with Red Ribbon Week. We
helping smooth the
have two football games left and (sometimes rough) transition from
our girls and boys will begin playing
elementary to middle school.
basketball. Our students are busy
studying for the UIL Academic Theresa Lankart
Contest in December. We will have
Math
an assembly on Bullying on Nov. 19
for our students.
Mrs. Lankart graduated

3rd - FMS Softball vs. Bremond

10th - FMS Girls Basketball
Tournament

Teacher Feature

Zoe May bumps the ball to set up for the
play.

from Sam Houston
State University. She is in her
13th year of teaching in Franklin.
Outside her teaching duties,
she likes to help build students’
confidence in themselves, not
only as math learners, but also in
life. Mrs. Lankart’s dedication to
promoting student self-confidence
can be seen in her hallway
displays of each student holding
a sign with their career of choice
and interpretation of the word
“believe.” She also likes to give a
“Brain Break Day” to help the
students relax the day before
STAAR Testing.
Her favorite quote is: “Believe in
yourself; anything is
possible.”

m pus News
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Jeri Reagan

m

e

Mrs. Rhoden’s Journalism class placed red ribbons on the courthouse fence
and the businesses surrounding the courthouse, in honor of Red Ribbon
Week. Red Ribbon Week begins nationally on October 23; Franklin Schools
will celebrate October 29 through November 2.

Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated
at FMS the week of October 29th November 2nd. This year’s theme
is “Life is your Journey, So Travel
Drug Free.” The week is designed
to educate our students about the
importance of staying drug free. It will
also provide students with some gradeappropriate information regarding the
pursuit of higher education.
As part of Red Ribbon Week we will
have the following daily dress themes
(Students must still be in Dress Code):
Monday: Use Your Head, Don’t Use
Drugs! - Wear caps or hats.
Tuesday: My Future Is Too Bright for
Drugs! - Dress in bright clothes and
sunglasses.

8th Grade Volleyball

Wednesday: Say Boo To Drugs!: Wear
your Halloween costumes.
Thursday: It’s Crazy to Do Drugs!:
Wear crazy socks and crazy hair.
Friday: FMS Chooses to Be Drug
Free!: Wear Franklin shirt/colors
As always, if you have any questions
or concerns please contact me at
jreagan@franklinisd.net or (979) 8287200.

7th Grade Volleyball

Thanks,
Mrs. Reagan

RRE Cam p
UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER
29th - Nov. 1st - Red Ribbon Week
31st - Halloween Parties,
Trick or Treating in Town

NOVEMBER
9th -- Veterans Day Assembly
9:00a.m. High School
12th - STEAM Night
16th - 3rd Grade Field Trip
to Liere Diary
19th - Grandparents Day Celebration
20th - Early Release at 1:00 p.m.
21st - 23rd - Thanksgiving Holiday
29th - 4th Grade Field Trip
Brazos Valley Museum and Texas
A&M Basketball Game

DECEMBER
4th - Fall Picture Retakes
6th - PreK Christmas Program for
Parents 6:30 p.m.
High School Auditorium
11th - UIL in Lexington

Principal’s
Point-of-View

Christie Smitherman

I found these top five tips for raising a “happy”
successful child. I thought it would be useful to
parents.
1. Ensure that your child feels loved & valued. Give
hugs generously. Be patient. Be attentive. Have a
warm attitude. Appreciate the uniqueness of your
child. Offer support and structure to provide security.
A child that feels loved and valued is a child that
feels understood, acknowledged, and respected.
This creates a connected child who will be able to
foster relationships with peers and the community.
2. Lead by example. Studies have shown that
parents are the most significant influence on the
emotional and moral development of their children,
and our children listen and observe all that we
do. Be the best person you can be as a parent
and model integrity. Show empathy and help your
child label and validate their own emotions. Your
child’s capacity for empathy and his or her ability to
effectively communicate feelings with others will be
invaluable for future success.
3. Focus on building resilience in your child by
allowing for success and failure. When your child
does something well, praise something within the
child’s control. Compliment your child’s effort and
perseverance, as opposed to the achievement itself.
Mastery of new skills builds more self-esteem than
praise. Also, allow your child to fail, and even to feel
disappointment. Allowing for mistakes provides your
child with the opportunity to learn creative solutions,
have the courage to face problems, and have the
confidence necessary to take risks.
4. Focus on your child’s physical health. Healthy
eating habits and physical activity are essential
components of a healthy, successful lifestyle. As
a parent, be a role model of healthy eating and
physical activity. The future success of your child
depends not just on social-emotional development,
but also on healthy physical development.
5. Encourage creative play. Kids of all ages love to
play, and play is vital for healthy brain development.
Young children learn best through meaningful
play experiences. These experiences promote
creativity, problem solving, and communication.
For older kids and teens, play is important for
promoting independence, developing competence,
and relieving stress. Playing is also fun, and fun is
essential for true success.
Vanita Braver, MD is a mom, a Child & Adolescent
Psychiatrist, children’s book author of the “Teach
Your Children Well” (see www.drvanitabraver.com)
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Kimberley Hudson
October 29th - November 2nd is Red Ribbon
Week. We will focus on being healthy and
saying NO to drugs. The dress up days are
as follows:
Monday - Use your head, Don’t use drugs!
Wear caps or hats.
Tuesday - My future is too Bright for Drugs!
Dress in bright clothes and sunglasses.
Wednesday - Say Boo to Drugs! Wear your
Halloween costumes.
Thursday - It’s Crazy to Do Drugs! Wear
crazy socks and crazy hair!
Friday - RRE Chooses to be drug free!- Wear
Franklin shirt/colors
Bullying laws remind us that we must help
those being picked on as well as those being
the bully. We will teach students how to stand
up for themselves and the importance of
being kind to others.
All the students have been reminded that
they can come and talk to me or leave me
a note if they are upset or if they are worried
about someone else.
Small Group Counseling: Parents will be
notified via letter/permission slip if students
have been selected to participate in groups.
(Done on a variety of topics.)
Individual Counseling: Students can be seen
at the request of a parent/guardian, a teacher
or staff member, or through self-referral.
Classroom Guidance: Conducted by Mrs.
Hudson, these lessons focus on positive
character.
Please call with any questions or comments
at any time. Working together we can make
this year a big success for your child.
Kimberley Hudson
RRE Counselor
979-828-7300
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