believe me? You want to know who this wonderful
generous man is, and the name of his extraordinary
wife? It is you and your wife! Do you not spend your
paycheck for the needs of your family? Does your wife
not do all of these wonderful acts of kindness for your
children? Do you think that this is not chesed? My dear
friend – chesed begins at home! Everything that you do
is a mitzvah. It is chesed!”
I would like to add that the husband and wife
who do not take their familial responsibilities seriously
– or worse, those who unintentionally, due to their
many other obligations, neglect their families – are
transgressing mitzvos. Their children are no less
important than the children of others – whom they
claim to be helping. The following story underscores
this idea.
One of the avreichim, kollel fellows, in
Yerushalayim was rushing one early morning to kollel.
His chavrusa, study partner, was waiting for him, and
he did not want to be late. As he hurried down the
street, he noticed a woman in front of him walking very
slowly, because she was carrying two heavy shopping
bags filled with groceries. The poor woman was
trudging along, weighed down by the weight of these
bags. He was behind her, so he was unable to see her
face. It was also not yet light outside.
He felt bad for this woman, but what should
he do? He did not want to be late for kollel. On the
other hand, what kind of person allows a woman to
shlep such heavy bags without offering his assistance?
But then, he is a G-d-fearing ben Torah; there is the idea
of tznius, moral modesty. After all, this is a strange
woman. He really should not be looking at or
conversing with her. But to walk by her and not help is
pure cruelty. So, as a true ben Torah, he bent down his
head and offered to carry the bags.
The woman was just as devout as he. She said
todah, thank you, placed the bags on the ground for
him. He asked, “Where shall I take them?” (He was not
prepared to walk down the street with her.) She did not
reply. He asked again, “Giveret, where should I deliver
these bags?” The woman looked up at him and asked,
“Moshe, what is with you? Do you no longer recognize
your wife?” He took one look, realized that it was his
wife, and said, “Malkah, I did not know it was you.
Listen, I am late for kollel. I must rush. I will see you
later.” He left the bags on the ground and departed!
I will allow the reading audience to digest the
story (which is true) and to ask themselves: “Have I ever
been guilty of such insensitive, narcissistic behavior?”
We are quick to help others, but often forget that
chesed begins at home. The child you save might be
your own; the family you assist might be your own; the
marriage you save might be your own.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – ולמלשינים אל תהי תקוהThose who slander should
have no hope.
 – והזדים מהרה תעקר ותשברThe evil ones should be
uprooted and broken.
It seems that the tefillah, prayer, should begin
with the harsher expressions of punishments and
conclude with the less harsh ones. Instead, we begin by
asking that slanderers have their hope taken away from
them, and then we ask that the evil ones be uprooted
and broken. Horav Elimelech Biderman, Shlita, explains
that anxiety and fear, i.e., having no hope for salvation,
is the worst punishment. When one is afraid and
worried, the worst things can happen. Furthermore,
when one has no hope, even the slightest punishment
can drive him out of his mind, because he has convinced
himself that it will only get worse. He has no escape.
This is why, for a believing Jew, bitachon, trust in
Hashem, is his only source of peace of mind. One should
live with the notion, “Hashem will help. Things will work
out. I not am afraid.”

In loving memory of our dear husband,
Abba and Zeidy,
on his yarzheit
Mr. Zev Aryeh Solomon
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נפטר ח' חשון תשע"ד
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Parashas Noach

תשע"ט

פרשת נח

אלה תולדות נח נח איש צדיק תמים היה בדרתיו
These are the offspring of Noach – Noach was a
righteous person, perfect in his generations. (6:9)

The term toldos, offspring, can also refer to
spiritual offspring, the progeny one creates via
mentoring them. One’s horizon is not limited to his
personal circle. True, one’s greatest impact is on those
within his environs, within his grasp, but, through the
medium of teaching Torah, one’s reach far extends his
grasp. This lesson is taught by Rashi in his commentary
to Bamidbar 3:1, “These are the offspring of Aharon
and Moshe.” The Torah, however, goes on to list only
the sons of Aharon. What happened to the sons of
Moshe Rabbeinu? Rashi quotes the Talmud Sanhedrin
19b, from which Chazal infer that one who is the
spiritual mentor, ie, teaches Torah, to his friend’s
children is considered as if he had begotten them. A
spiritual mentor becomes a spiritual father. Since
Moshe taught Torah to the sons of his brother, Aharon
HaKohen, he became their spiritual father on much the
same plane that Aharon was their biological father.
We return to consider Noach, who certainly
studied Torah, as noted by Rashi (7:2). Noach was a
spiritually self-made man, having been his own student.
Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl, interprets this idea into
the pasuk, Eileh Toldos Noach – Noach; “These are the
offspring’s of Noach – Noach.” Since Noach taught
himself Torah, his offspring was actually himself! Noach
begot Noach. Perhaps we can extend this idea a bit
further by suggesting that when one studies Torah, he
is recreating himself. Every moment of Torah learning
is a moment of spiritual transformation.
Rav Karlinstein quotes the Chasam Sofer, who
offers the following insightful explanation of “Noach –
Noach.” During the last fifty-eight years of Noach’s life,
he merited to live together with Avraham Avinu. It was
a period of unparalleled spiritual ascendance, to see
and be inspired by the Patriarch of our People. It was
those fifty-eight years which earned Noach the
appellation tzaddik tamim, righteous/perfect. Avraham
was called tamim by Hashem. Being in his presence
allowed this “perfection” to be transmitted to Noach.
Thus, Eileh toldos Noach – Noach. The prime years of
Noach were “Noach” – his last fifty-eight years
(gematria, numerical equivalent, of Noach is 58),
during which he was inspired by – and absorbed – the
teachings of Avraham.

נח איש צדיק תמים היה בדרתיו
Noach was a righteous person, perfect in his generations.
(6:9)

One of the more well-known debates among
Chazal concerns the nature of Noach’s righteousness:
Was it the real thing, or was it relative to the evildoers of
his generation? Some sages maintain that it is in his
praise: Noach was righteous even in his generation,
which was corrupt. How much more so would he have
been righteous in the generation of Avraham Avinu,
which did not suffer from such an ignominious
population? Others feel that b’dorosav, in his
generations, is a critique of Noach, suggesting that only
in his generation, which was extremely wicked, could he
have earned such a righteous reputation.
In any event, Noach’s reputation has always
been questioned. Was he, or was he not, a tzaddik? Horav
Shimon Shkop, zl, understands this debate more
positively. First and foremost, Noach was a righteous
person. That is indisputable. The issue (as he sees it) is:
Which generation presented a greater test, a more
difficult hardship, toward maintaining his righteousness?
Those who interpret b’dorasav as praise feel
that to achieve the spiritual plateau of righteousness in a
generation of evil is a greater challenge. Indeed, had he
lived during Avraham’s tenure, he would have benefited
from the Patriarch’s inspiration, in addition to having to
contend with a generation that was simply ignorant – not
corrupt. In Avraham’s generation, Noach would have
fared better, but his righteousness was never impugned.
Those who view b’dorosav negatively feel that
when one’s surroundings are replete with individuals
whose lives are filled with corruption, thievery, slander,
disloyalty to one another and to one’s spouse, it is
understandable that any decent human being would be
repulsed by such decadent behavior. Viewing the evil of
others is what spurred Noach to a life of righteousness.
Had he otherwise lived during the generation of
Avraham, it is no indication that he would have chosen a
life of the spirit. One thing is for certain: Everyone is in
agreement that Noach was a tzaddik. The issue is only
concerning his motivation to climb the ladder of
spirituality and the challenges that confronted him on his
ascent to spiritual distinction.
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person, appears solid. He stood alone against a
hardly ever leaving his bedside, other than to go home
generation that had transformed corruption into a
to change. She would sit by him all day, offering words
culture, a society that embraced and embodied
of encouragement to imbue him with a will to live. His
decadence. One man against a world. This was Noach.
body had been so utterly devastated, he was prone to
He was compelled to live alone because, otherwise, the
bouts of depression and despair. Rav Pam noticed that
evil influence would have overpowered him. An
she would not eat when she visited her husband – even
individual who possesses such strength of character
during meal times. He asked her why she did not eat. If
was worthy of being spared during the great Flood that
she were to maintain her rigid schedule of helping her
engulfed the world. Eventually, it was Noach who was
husband to recover, she would need physical stamina.
charged with rebuilding the world.
By not eating, she was sabotaging her goal. Her reply
Despite Noach’s personal distinction, the
was inspiring, “My husband cannot eat due to his
waters of the Flood are called mei Noach, waters of
severe internal injuries. How can I eat in front of him?”
Noach, as if he is being blamed for the disaster of the
What incredible sensitivity! (This, in and of
Flood. Why is this? How is Noach, on the one hand,
itself, is worthy of a paper.) The Rosh Yeshivah said that
called a tzaddik, and, on the other hand, he is
these simple words, spoken from the heart of a Yiddishe
excoriated and held responsible for the Flood? The
neshamah, made a profound impression on him. How
Zohar HaKadosh explains that Noach’s personal
can we, Torah Jews, “eat” i.e. live a comfortable,
distinction notwithstanding, at the end of the day he
fulfilling, inspirational Torah life, knowing that the
did not petition Hashem on behalf of the people of his
majority of our people are unable to “eat” and will
generation, to show mercy and spare them from
probably never have the opportunity to enjoy such a
extinction.
meaningful life, because most of them have never had
It is not as if Noach sat around doing nothing
a chance? They were never exposed – either
for 120 years. He built a massive ark, hoping that people
purposefully, maliciously, or due to fear and ignorance
would take notice and question him about why he was
– to wholesome Torah living. Therefore, we should not
doing this. Once he was able to engage them in
repeat the error for which the Zohar HaKadosh
conversation, he would inform them of the impending
criticizes Noach. We should do our utmost to bring our
catastrophe that was going to destroy them. Perhaps,
fellow Jews closer to a life of the spirit – a life replete
they would listen and repent. They did neither.
with Torah and mitzvos.
Avraham Avinu took a different approach with regard
I would like to take this a bit further. Many of
to kiruv, outreach. He reached out by leaving the
us are in communities that are home to numerous
comfort zone of his environment and traveling around
baalei teshuvah, individuals, young folk, men and
engaging people in conversation, thereby calling out in
women and families, who, after being exposed to a
the Name of Hashem. The difference between Noach
Torah life, have broken with their past. Many have been
and Avraham is essentially their varied approaches to
ostracized by their families for their decision to become
kiruv. Noach waited for people to come to him.
observant. It was a powerful and compelling lifeAvraham went out and searched for opportunities to
altering decision to make. As a result, they do not have
reach out to people.
the opportunity to enjoy the same Torah nachas that
In his Messages From Rav Pam, Rabbi Sholom
frum-from-birth families enjoy. I will never forget
Smith quotes the Rosh Yeshivah’s observation of our
attending a wedding of a friend’s daughter, someone
generation as being quite like the Dor HaMabul,
who had done well, raised a beautiful Torah family and
generation of the Flood. Veritably, we all lead an insular
was reaping the nachas that comes with this way of life.
lifestyle. We are (for the most part) protected from the
I stood there during the dancing with another friend –
harsh, impure environment, with its corruption, moral
a baal teshuvah, who embraced a Torah-observant
turpitude and lack of respect for anything spiritual. Do
lifestyle later in life. We were both looking at our
we think only of ourselves and our families, or do we
mutual friend dancing with his sons and sons-in-law,
feel a sense of achrayos, responsibility, for our fellow
and he remarked to me, somewhat sadly, “I guess that
Jews who are literally drowning in a sea of confusion,
is one part of Orthodoxy I will never experience.” I did
ravaged by the waves of atheism and decadence? I am
not know what to say, but I came to realize that we
not even mentioning the addictions to the base media
must be sensitive to the tug at the heart which they
and drugs, which, in all reality, should be considered
experience when they hear of and see our nachas. To
weapons of mass destruction. Our people – from all
show off our albums, pictures of our grandchildren, to
walks of life – are succumbing to the spiritual onslaught
relate about our family simchas, joyous occasions, is
on their physical and spiritual lives; yet we (for the most
like eating in front of a person whose internal organs
part) sit comfortably sheltered and protected from the
have been damaged. This idea obviously applies to all
deluge that is daily taking its terrible toll.
situations in which we are with someone who does not
Rav Pam recalled an incident to which he was
have what we have, such as: telling our economically –
privy during his hospitalization for an illness. His
challenged friends about our trip to Europe, etc;

sharing pictures of our milestone occasions with those
who have yet to experience such milestones; speaking
of weddings to the young man or woman who has yet
to find his/her bashert; sharing our children’s
milestones with the young who has yet to be blessed
with their first child; showing pictures of our
grandchildren to parents who have yet to make their
first wedding. The list sadly continues, but, I think (I
hope), the reader understands what I mean.
קנים תעשה את התבה
Make the Ark with compartments. (6:14)

The simple explanation of this pasuk is that the
Ark was built with various compartments to house its
many “travelers.” Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah 31:9)
interpret kinnim as being derived from ken, a nest,
referring to the birds which are offered by the metzora,
spiritual leper, as penance for the sins that catalyzed
the contraction of his disease. They comment, “As the
ken metzora purifies the leper, so, too, does the Teivah,
Ark, purify its passengers.” This is a reference to its
human cargo, Noach and his family. Horav Reuven
Karlinstein, zl, explains that the purification of the
Teivah refers to its serving as a place of refuge for its
passengers. Noach and his family were spared from
harm as a result of the protection provided by the
Teivah. Ostensibly, it was not the actual Ark that saved
them, but the merit of their being there and what they
did during their entire trip that served as a z’chus,
merit, on their behalf. What was this z’chus?
The Midrash teaches that Avraham Avinu
asked Malki Tzedek (Shem) what merit did his family
have to survive the raging waters of the Flood? Malki
Tzedek replied that it was the result of their
considerable acts of chesed in feeding the many
animals. They could not sleep, because the feeding
schedule of each individual animal varied. They
suffered greatly in order to carry out their wonderful
acts of chesed. Chazal conclude that when Avraham
heard of the wonderful reward one garners for carrying
out acts of chesed, kindness, he conjectured to himself,
“If this is the reward that one receives from performing
chesed with animals, how much more so will one
receive for acts of human kindness?” This inspired him
to open up his famous eishal, rest stop, to provide
sustenance to travelers.
Horav Dov Yoffe, zl (spoken during his hesped,
eulogy, for the Slabodka Rosh Yeshivah, Horav
Mordechai Shulman, zl), observed that Klal Yisrael is
noted for its commitment to the middah of chesed,
attribute of loving-kindness. We exemplify the
performance of acts of kindness. It is part of our DNA,
heralding back to our Patriarch, Avraham Avinu, the
Amud HaChesed, Pillar of Kindness. Avraham derived its
importance from Noach, who, together with his family,
devoted themselves 24/7 to the care and maintenance
of all the creatures traveling on the Ark. In other words,
Avraham reached the pinnacle of human perfection
due to his outstanding performance of – and
commitment to – each and every middah,
attribute/character trait. Every succeeding generation

looks to him as the symbol of greatness, whom we
should emulate and follow. The absolute crown of his
work in middos tovos, positive character traits, was
middas hachesed, performance of acts of kindness,
which he inferred from Noach’s devotion to the
animals. That is where it all comes from –
understanding that kindness is not simply something
that we do; it is a part of our psyche. We are inherently
kind. [Thus, there is no difference between human
being and creature.] We are kind. We do not distinguish
between creations.
A well-known incident that took place during
the Holocaust demonstrates the innate sense of
kindness possessed by Jews – towards all creatures. As
the Slovakian farmer, victim of the Nazi terror, Yitzchak
Rosenberg, was being herded into the cattle cars
enroute to Auschwitz, he cried out to his neighbors,
“But who will attend to my chickens?” Kindness courses
through Jewish veins, the result of the Patriarchal
bequest from Avraham.
We should, however, never forget that as
critical as the middah of chesed is, it begins at home. A
person who is constantly reaching out to others at the
expense of his home/family is not a baal chesed – he is
an achzar, cruel person! Horav Simchah Cohen, Shlita,
spoke before a traditional/modern audience in a
secular kibbutz, extolling to them the outstanding acts
of chesed performed by the chareidi Jews of Bnei Brak.
He related the many gmachs that are run by devoted
men and women who leave their comfort zones to help
the Jews of their community.
The Rav went on to describe the extraordinary
acts of chesed performed by a specific couple. The man
is far from rich, but he is deeply committed to, and
generous in, responding to the needs of a certain
family. It has been going on twelve years that he
apportions most of his weekly paycheck to sustain
them. The story does not end there. The man’s wife is
not to be overlooked in her acts of chesed. Her acts of
chesed are not monetary, but physical. She also helps
out in that man’s home. Apparently, the mother in that
family is very weak and sickly.
Our heroine rises early every day, wakes up
the woman’s children and sees to it that they are
properly dressed for school. She then provides them
with sandwiches and drives them to school. At the end
of the school day, she is there to pick them up, take
them home, where she has snacks waiting for them.
She does homework with them before giving them
supper and getting them ready for bed. During the day,
she even cleans up the house, so that at night they will
come home to a clean home. This is carried out day in
and day out.
As soon as Rav Cohen concluded his speech,
one of the listeners rose up and said, “Kavod Horav, I
do not believe this story. I understand that you want to
demonstrate the wonderful acts of kindness performed
by the religious community of Bnei Brak, but this is
ludicrous! Nobody acts in this manner. They have to
have a life!”
Rav Cohen countered, “If I give you their
names and the address of their home, will you then

