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Congratulations are in order for Mrs. Maria Rodriguez, World Language
teacher at SMS, who was recently selected as Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Rodriguez started in this district ten years ago, working in all four schools in the
district. She is happy and proud of the fact that she has worked with some students from the time they were in elementary school up through their sophomore
year in high school.
Mrs. Rodriguez expresses her gratitude toward the nominating committee,
and feels this recognition is for the entire World Language department, not just
her personally. She also states, “I thank my lucky stars I work for the Secaucus
School District. I thank everyone along the way who has made this possible,
teachers, students, parents, custodians, counselors, administrators and the administration.
Continued on p.16
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The Government Shutdown Explained

Recently, there was a huge record broken. Just
last month we had a partial government shutdown
that spanned 35 days. The shutdown began December 22, 2018, and ended January 25, 2019. This
partial shutdown beat the previous record for the
longest government shutdown ever in the history of
the United States. The previous record was 21 days
during the presidential term of Bill Clinton. The
shutdown that happened last month occurred during
the presidential term of Donald Trump.
The shutdown occurred when the United States
Congress and President Donald Trump could not
agree on an appropriations bill to fund the operations
of the federal government for the 2019 fiscal
year. The appropriations bill is also known as the
spending bill; it is a proposed law that authorizes the
spending of government funds. It is simply a proposed bill that sets aside money for specific spending. However, in order to spend money, the bill first
has to be passed by the legislature. This particular
shutdown was caused when president Donald Trump
demanded 5.7 billion dollars in federal funds for a
U.S - Mexico border wall.
In December 2018, the Senate passed an appropriations bill that did not include funding for the
wall. In order for other federal agencies such as the
FBI to receive funding, president Donald Trump
would have to sign the appropriations bill. Since the
appropriations bill did not include 5.7 billion dollars
in funding for a U.S - Mexico border wall, president
Donald Trump refused to sign. As a result, nine executive departments, with around 800,000 employees, had to be shut down partially or in full, affecting
about one-fourth of the government activities and
causing employees to be furloughed or required to
work without being paid.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates
the government shutdown cost the American
economy at least 11 billion dollars. On January
25, 2019, the government ended its month-long
shutdown. This problem was resolved when
president Donald Trump agreed to endorse a
stopgap bill to reopen the government for three
weeks, until February 15, to allow time for negotiations to take place to approve an appropriations bill that both parties can agree on. A stopgap bill is the temporary funding of the government. This means that if negotiations and compromises are not made before February 15, then
the government could possibly shut down again.
Another shutdown seems even more likely when
president Donald Trump said that he would shut
down the government again or declare a national
emergency and use military funding to build the
wall if Congress did not appropriate the funds
before February 15. How will this all play out in
the end? Will our government be funded
throughout the rest of 2019’s fiscal year, or will
it experience another shutdown that can be devastating to families?
By Aaditya Shroff
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InSight Mission
By: Ayush Agarwal
Imagine trying to land vertically at a speed of over
12,000 miles per hour in a mere distance of 80 miles
with a mass of about 1,340 pounds. It seems impossible
and catastrophic, but the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) proved otherwise. On
November 26th, 2018, the InSight lander successfully
landed on the flat lands of Elysium Planitia on Mars.
Landing on Mars is itself a big achievement. More
than half of the missions by space agencies around the
world have failed. However, NASA has had several triumphant missions, the InSight mission being one of
them.
InSight is a lander which focuses on studying the interior of Mars. By doing this, scientists
hope to learn how the terrestrial planets were created. InSight stands for Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport. Unlike NASA’s Curiosity rover, InSight will study
Mars while staying stationary. InSight is equipped with a seismometer, SEIS (Seismic Experiment for
Interior Structure), which will measure seismic activity within the planet. This data can then help scientists determine the interior structure of Mars. According to NASA, the data will also help discover “how
powerful and frequent internal seismic activity is on Mars, where it is located within the structure of the
planet, and how often meteorites impact the surface of
Mars.”
InSight also has a heat flow probe, or HP3
(Heat Flow and Physical Properties Package), which
will dig up to 16 feet underground in order to find how
much heat is still being released by Mars since its formation. This would provide scientists with useful information that could be used to find the location of previous geographical features such as rivers. More importantly, it could help scientists find whether Mars is
made of the same substance as Earth and the moon.
Lastly, InSight has a Rotation and Interior
Structure Experiment device which studies and
measures Mars’s wobble as it moves. Through this, scientists hope to learn whether Mars’s core is solid
or liquid and what materials it is made of.
Continued on p.16
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One fun event that the students of Secaucus Middle
School look forward to during the wintertime is our
annual Holiday Movie Night. The event took place in
December this year where they showed the movie,
Christmas Chronicles. Many excited students attended the after school event, which began at 4:30 and
concluded at around 7:30. Students were encouraged
to bring blankets and wear their pajamas to be as cozy as possible while viewing the movie in the cafeteria
and sipping delicious hot chocolate.
The wonderful Ms. Palmisano organized the whole
event, including a surprise guest appearance by Frosty
the Snowman. She also added a fun cupcake decorating station for people to create and eat their own
funky holiday cupcakes. Movie Night is truly a fantastic event during the holiday season that so many students look forward to every year.
By: Areeba Siddiq & Haley Nowak
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Winter Is Here!

ARCTIC

LIGHTS

UPLIFTING

BLIZZARD

MITTENS

VISITORS

CUDDLE

NOREASTER

WINTER

DECEMBER

OVERCOAT

ZERO DEGREES

EGGNOG

PINECONE

FIREPLACE

QUILT

GINGERBREAD

REINDEER

ICE

THERMOMETOR

JANUARY

SNOWMAN

BY: Krushay Bhavsar &
Audrey Youn
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Mary Poppins Returns has finally come to the big screen!
The long-awaited sequel features musical legends, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Emily
Blunt. The choreography, music, and overall creativity are admirable. Additionally,
one could see that Blunt filled Julie Andrews’s shoes in a perfectly perfect way. Although she is sterner, she stays true to the character’s cheeky and playful nature. LinManuel Miranda plays Jack, the friendly lamplighter who assists Mary on her adventures.
In this sequel, George Banks is employed at his late father’s bank, Fidelity Fiduciary Bank during the Great Slump, while his sister Jane is an activist, similar to her
own mother who was a pioneer of the suffragette movement. In the summer of the
previous year, George’s wife died, leaving him to raise their three children. Since
their mother’s unfortunate passing, the two elder siblings, John and Anabel have matured a great deal. The pair care for their younger brother, George, and debate on
ways to save the family money. However, because of this, they relinquished their
own childhood and their willingness to imagine. Hence, Mary Poppins senses that she
must return.
When George is threatened with eviction, Mary Poppins arrives to work her special magic the way only Mary Poppins can. For a majority of the film, George and
Jane are trying to find the certificate that will help him pay off his debt and get his
house back. All seems a lost cause until...
Will they find this certificate? Will the Admiral fire his cannon on time? What plan
has the magical nanny tucked away in her bag? Go see this wonderful new adaptation to get the answers. Overall, I would rate this movie 4 stars out of 5, simply because some of the songs did seem to drag on a bit.
By: Aarti Advani

P A G E

“Intel Inside” Your Phone?
We all know Intel as an extremely highquality brand that manufactures exceptional CPUs
(central processing unit) for desktops and laptops.
Moreover, they are also one of the most successful
companies in the world, going from manufacturing
two core CPUs that could barely run Tetris, to making 28 core, 5ghz chips that can easily run the most
CPU demanding games while still being able to edit
videos at the same time. Now, however, Intel finally
decided to step outside of their comfort zone.
At an event known as CES 2019, Gregory
Bryant, senior vice president, and general manager
of the Intel client computing group announced the
near launch of the 9th generation processors. However, Byrant also announced that very soon, Ice
Lake processors would be produced by Intel. These
processors would be built on a 10-nanometer manufacturing process, compared with a 14-nanometer
process on other, less powerful chips. During his
presentation, Bryant states, “We are in a new era of
computing, defined by the innovative use of data on
every tech platform.” Bryant also expresses the
many benefits of Ice Lake processors. One of them
being that it has a number of new instructions that
help with tasks such as cryptography and artificial
intelligence processing.
Intel has finally begun its quest into the mobile computing territory, an area which already has
much competition. The company known as Qualcomm has already been manufacturing Snapdragon
chips for phones since 2007. Moreover, Intel has
already suffered a delay in their 10-nanometer manufacturing, however, Bryant still has faith that Intel
will be able to successfully launch their Ice Lake
processors, and market them well. However, he also
states that the PC plays a key role going forward.
“What makes the PC special is it is the place
people go to focus,” he said, “80 percent of people
go to the PC as a place to focus and do the work
that matters to them.”
By: Anay Tillu
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Ice Cream Truck
By Saloni Singh
Do you remember the hot, sunny day?
The day we nearly lost our lives?
I recollect the ones who had fought,
Among the raging battle cries.
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Do you remember when we waited all day long?
And nearly perished in the heat?
We readied our weapons,
Unprepared for defeat.
Do you remember how we fought our friends?
There was no one we could trust.
We waited for the moment,
Ready to charge, like we discussed.
And finally our lookout says,
“The ice cream truck is here!”
We ran across the sidewalk,
Watched the ice cream truck man steer.
We held out our money,
Trying to be the first to eat.
We shoved and pushed our peers aside,
As we tried to take our favorite treat.
And that was when the simple war had ended,
When everyone had their waffle cone.
When everyone had asked themselves,
“Why had we fought alone?”
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How Much Does Your Cell Phone Influence Your Life?
We were curious about how much
SMS students rely on their cell phones,
so we took a poll among some of the
students in the grades and this is what
we discovered from the students we
polled:
When asked if they felt pressured
about immediately responding after
receiving a text, luckily, the majority of
students overwhelmingly said they did
not.
Students were asked if they texted
while doing their homework. The 6th
graders, as a whole, said they didn’t,
but 83 of the 7th and 8th graders responded they absolutely did text while
doing work.

When asked if they sleep with their
phones nearby, the majority of all the students said they did by a large margin.
By far, the 7th and 8th grade students
were the most attached to their phones,
telling us they did not feel their parents
should have control over their phones. Of
the 193 students polled on this topic, 136
of them said a resounding NO to this
question.
We found this poll to be quite telling
on just how attached middle schoolers are
to their phones.
By: Aarya Shroff, Ambika Rao, and
Keerthi Poobalan
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SMS BASKETBALL

GO

PATS!

Hats off to these student athletes who give
up much of their free time to attend practices and give it their all for their teams!
You bring so much school spirit and pride.
Keep up the good work ! You’re an inspiration
to us all!

Girl’s Team: Sitting: Angelina Ledesma, Mia Cruz, Amaya Ocasio, Daniela Peschetti, Emily Fearon, Gianna D’avanzo, Kaleigh Salvatore
Standing: Zoey Krutyansky, Jana Mamdouh, Taylor Hartung, Nicole Rocha,
Alexandria De Iasi, Samara Jones, Amyah Jennings, Coach Amber Butler
Missing: Gianna Marin

CONGRATS ON AN UNDEFEATED SEASON !!
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WINTER
SPORTS

Boy’s Team: Kneeling: Kyle Garcia, Aly Marzouk, Braeden Chokas, Joshua Unsay, Adam Zuberi
Standing: Coach Bill Millevoi, Daniel Pantoliano, Blake Thomas, Alex Constantino, Jack Spirito, Roger
Progados, Neil Daliva
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JUST FOR LAUGHS...
We all could use some laughs to keep us warm
during these chilly days; check these out:
Jokes
Melissa: Man is it cold out!
Jennifer: Why do you say that?
Melissa: I just chipped a tooth on my soup!
Harold: Getting a job in the Arctic in the winter is
great!
Bob: Really? Why?
Harold: When the days get short, you only have to
work a 30 minute work week.
Tim: Winter is here.
Tom: Don't answer the door.
Knock Knock Jokes
Knock, knock
Who's there?
Scold
Scold who?
Scold outside!
Knock, knock
Who's there?
Snow
Snow who?
Snow laughing matter!
Knock, knock
Who's there?
Snow
Snow who?
Snow use. I forgot my name again!
Knock, knock
Who's there?
Atch
Atch who?
Bless you!

By: Keerthi Poobalan and Aarya Shroff
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Spectacular Spellers Succeed at SMS Spelling Bee!
The annual Spelling Bee was held on Thursday January 10, 2019, in the Performing Arts
Center. This was a competition for each grade.
Everybody from each grade did an amazing job
and should be proud of what they have accomplished. After many rounds of spelling, we were
left with our top two contestants, Haily DeGuzman, who was representing seventh grade, and
Saloni Singh, who was representing eighth
grade.
Saloni was our two- year champion and everybody was wondering if she was going to be
able to do a three-peat . The girls were going
back and forth until Haily DeGuzman had misspelled a word. This left an open door for Saloni
to win. In the end, Saloni had spelled all of her
words correctly and she won the spelling bee.
She is now champion for the third time! Congratulations to Saloni Singh and to all of the
competitors. Now Saloni will represent SMS in
the Hudson County Spelling Bee in February.
By: Hafsa Ahmed & Maryam Ahmed

SMS Spelling Bee Champion, Saloni Singh,
and Runner-Up, Haily DeGuzman

Spelling Bee contestants along with Announcer, Mrs. Riser, and Principal, Ms. Candela.
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Geography Bee Held at SMS

The annual Geography Bee was held on Friday,
January 11, 2019, in the Performing Arts Center.
This included only the eighth grade students. It
was a tough fight for each contestant, but we
ended with our five finalists, Ryan Jack, Sophia
Benavente, Daniel Furman, Saloni Singh, and
Ayush Agarwal. The five finalists went into the
championship round.
Each competitor starts with a new slate during
this round. Each competitor was separated from
each other. Once the question was read out loud,
each person had to write down the answer on
their whiteboard. There were three rounds in the
championship. The first round, no competitor got
the answer correct. During the second round, only
Ryan Jack got it correct. This led him to be in the
lead with a score of one point ,while the rest of
his peers had zero.

The third and final round was a chance for
the competitors to be able to tie with Ryan.
During the third round, no one had gotten the
question correct and this led Ryan Jack to be
our school winner. Everybody was screaming
and yelling at the tops of their lungs for him.
Congratulations to Ryan Jack and great job to
the other competitors! Ryan Jack will continue
representing SMS in hopes of making it to the
National Geography Bee.
By: Hafsa Ahmed & Maryam Ahmed

The Five Finalists from left to right: Saloni Singh, Daniel Furman, Geography Bee Champion, Ryan
Jack, Ayush Agarwal, and Sophia Benavente

Math Club Enjoys Trip to MoMath
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We squealed with feverish excitement as we
marveled at the interactive hyperboloid. And we
shivered with sheer anticipation as we lined up
for the Square Wheeled Trike. A mathematician’s playground, what could be better. Finally,
we had discovered the place where people who
spend hours on logic puzzles, and try to find a
loophole in an optical illusion, and sweat harder
than any sports player during a math competition, can come to geek out at full speed!
Recently, Secaucus Middle School’s Math
Club took a trip to the National Museum of
Mathematics, better known as MoMath, the only math dedicated museum in North America.
The museum is located just a hop, skip, and a
jump away from Secaucus, in Manhattan. This
trip was organized by math club advisors, Mr.
Cocucci and Ms. Faro, who scheduled some very
interesting lectures for the students to enjoy.
The students were “knot” to be fooled when
they were told to untangle various knots such as
the Reef and Figure 8 knot. The students were
also given a cryptography lesson that turned
everyone into secret agents.
In the time between these lessons, students
were permitted to roam the amazing museum
and learn about new topics. Favorites were a
roller coaster ramp, and a basketball propeller;
many students came away knowing something
fascinating about physics! The award winning
museum was surely a trip SMS will want to revisit over and over.
A special thank you to all the teachers who
helped out during this event, and a special thank
you to MoMath for having us!
By: Sophia Benevente &
Naija Agarwal
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Continued from p.3

In addition to launching InSight, NASA also launched a
pair of CubeSats known as MarCO-A and B. The purpose of
these two small satellites (which are the size of a briefcase)
was to transfer data from the InSight lander back to Earth at a
much faster rate. Without them, it could take hours for data to
be sent back to Earth. However, now, InSight can send information to the satellites which is then sent to NASA. For example, when InSight first landed on Mars, the CubeSats confirmed the successful landing whereas it would have taken
hours without them.
In the end, the InSight lander, as well as the CubeSats, are
a huge success and accomplishment. With these new technologies, we will be able to learn much more about the Red Planet, which will greatly aid future missions.

Continued from p.1

I have made wonderful friends along the way and will continue to give my all.”
When we asked Ms. Candela, Principal of Secaucus Middle School, about Mrs. Rodriguez’s selection as
Teacher of the Year, she responded, “ Year after year, Mrs. Rodriguez effortlessly makes the students feel
safe and confident with her. Together with her patience and guidance, they are thriving in their exploration
of the Spanish language and culture. Mrs. Rodriguez’s dedication to her students and subject matter, paired
with her enthusiasm and adaptability, make her the perfect middle school teacher.”
Everyone here at Secaucus Middle School definitely appreciates having such a wonderful educator in our
midst, and we applaud Mrs. Rodriguez for her outstanding work. Our students are lucky to have you. Congratulations!

-Staff
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TRIP
TO
MOMATH

January Students of the Month

6th Grade: Samantha Mastropietro; 7th Grade: Kaleigh Salvatore; 8th Grade: Tenara Hardy
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Poetry
The End of White

All color is contained in pure light.
Except for white.
It. Is. No. More. Than.
The feverish thrill of “Just one more!” late night dance.
Chiffon, lace and silk, mingling with the clink of a champagne glass.
And dust that is, or was, a reminiscent of a star freckled night.
The foul smell of a beast’s candle being burnt out.
Suppressed mumble of hunters trading ivory to support their wives sickened
by the cold.

And frosted bones that are, or were, the backbone of support.
The ailing pale face of a piano-playing-prodigy.
Sightless like a sailor in a storm.
Speechless like a ruler shamed for her deeds.
Memory-less like the stories never written.
And a toxic final breath before eternal storage in a cream-colored box.
But. There. Is. Also.
The fighting chance of newborn, it’s calming cries echoing through the night.
Unsheared wool on a dreadfully cold night.
And a promise of creation in a void containing dust, bones, breath, and unfiltered light.
By: Sophia Benavente

