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WALTER OSGOOD, CLASS OF 1958
Walter Osgood was born December 30th, 1940, in Boston,
Massachusetts and moved with his family to California in
1945. He attended Our Lady of Victory Catholic School in
Compton through 8th grade before matriculating to St.
Anthony High School
As a freshman and sophomore at St. Anthony, Walt played
three sports at the junior varsity level. In his junior year,
Walt’s athletic career progressed as he moved up to varsity
basketball and baseball, helping lead the 1956 varsity basketball team to a Catholic League Championship. He also
excelled on the Saints’ varsity baseball team where he led
the Saints in batting average, triples, and runs batted in.
As a result, he was named to All-City and All-Catholic
honors as a varsity football, basketball, and baseball player
and named All-CIF in his junior and senior years in baseball.
Walt was Long Beach’s “Player of the Year” for baseball, and
Long Beach’s “Athlete of the Year” in 1957.
Moving into his senior year, Walt was elected Student Body
President and finished the year strong athletically as well,
earning All-City and All-Catholic League First Team honors
in football and baseball and an All-City selection in basketball. In his senior year, Walt was football’s most valuable
player in the Catholic League and named Football “Player of
the Year” by the Press Telegram over Mount Carmel High
School’s Kermit Alexander, one of his best accomplishments
according to Osgood.
After graduation from SAHS, he went on to play baseball for
three years at the University of Notre Dame. Walt waited
for his chance to play baseball for the Irish, and in his sophomore year he play 14 games, hitting .316 with four doubles and nine RBIs as a catcher. Osgood’s junior season was
a tough one at Notre Dame, hitting only .207, but leading
the team with three triples while appearing in 27 of a possible 28 games. In his senior year, Walt bounced back in a big
way, batting an amazing .343 at the plate. He scored 20
runs, all while playing 17 games to lead the Irish baseball
team. Walt was selected as an All-American as a senior
catcher for Notre Dame.
After baseball season ended at Notre Dame, Walt joined
Major League Baseball’s New York Mets Minor League Farm
System. He continued his baseball career playing with the
single-A Salinas Mets of the California League in 1963
where he hit .246, four doubles, 12 RBI, 25 walks in 43
games. In 1964, he bounced up and down from single-A
Salinas to double-A Williamsport Mets of the Eastern
League. He struggled in double-A, batting .154 with only
four hits and one RBI with Williamsport. He was transferred
back to the Salinas Mets where he improved, hitting .290
with 10 doubles, a homerun, 33 RBI, 28 runs, and 49 hits.
After the 1964 season, Walt decided to walk away from the
game of baseball and continue his education at The University of Notre Dame. He graduated from UND with a Master’s
Degree in Secondary Administration in 1965 and returned
to Long Beach to pursue a teaching career at Long Beach
Polytechnic High School.
Later in life, Walt purchased the fifth-ever Marie Callender’s
Restaurant in Southern California which was located in
Downey. He owned this restaurant for over 40 years. Today,
Walt is retired, residing in Irvine, California with his wife
Sunni. Walt has three children, Timothy, James and Kelly.

