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Lan d of t h e Dr agon s: Den t Elem en t ar y Get s A M akeover
Building Strong Academic Foundations from the Ground Up
by Anthony L. Varni, Principal Dent Elementary School
You may have noticed some construction going on in the
?Land of the Dragons?this school year. As a school site team,
we have come together to problem solve and troubleshoot any
potential disruptions to our school day ? hoping to minimize
the effect on students and staff. With
the start of the school year, our lines
of communication with our
parents/guardians have been
continuous. Together we?ve been able
to overcome any inconveniences and
issues knowing that the end result
will be worth it!
This project is a complete investment
in our students and community. It
shows that Dent Elementary will be
around for many future generations to come. We are working
on our external school structure and internally on our
student-driven data conversations. Our blueprint of how we
are collaborating, at every grade level, has gone through a
similar remodel following the design of the Professional
Learning Community ?PLC?process. Our grade level teams
have started to tear our curriculum down to the studs to
identify what the grade level standards are that we guarantee
will be taught within each grade and when to teach it.
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Together, teachers have started the process of identifying
these guaranteed standards as ?must be taught?and
identified others that will be focused on later on in the
advancing grades.
From this collaborative time, teachers are
building the framework that will then
support the next step of the process,
formative assessment. This is where grade
levels will be given common assessments,
gather the results, and then have
meaningful conversations around best
practices and challenges. This entire process
is just that ? a process.
Like a construction project, we need to
make sure we have this foundation solid
before we continue our curriculum build. As with the Dent
construction project, our PLC project is the right work to do.
It will take a lot of planning, hard work, frustration at times,
and collaboration across school site teams? with our vision
always facing forward to the future. When it?s all said and
done, we?ll have a beautiful new campus and a wonderful
new framework of how we serve and educate our students.
I?m looking forward to the great things ahead for us all!
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Plan n in g Today f or a Fu t u r e Tom or r ow
Vista High School: Preparing for Life after the Diploma
by GustavoArzac, Principal Vista HighSchool
As freshmen and sophomores, making plans after high school
seems like something in the far off future; but for our juniors and
seniors, life after graduation is something they must start planning
for today. With Vista High School already graduating our first
senior this year, many begin to plan for what they will do once
they have earned their high school diploma. For some students,
college is their next step while others have chosen vocational
occupations as their calling.
Thanks to all the hard
work, effort, and care from
our teachers, staff, and our
school site counselor, our
first high school graduate
this year has already
enrolled at Modesto Junior
College (MJC) and is
currently attending classes.
Her goal is to attend CSU
Stanislaus after MJCand
plans work in the medical
field after college. When
asked how she feels about
college, she replied, ?I really
like college ? even though
it's different, I enjoy the
way it's set up. I do miss Vista
High School... it was the first school that I felt that people
actually cared for me and the other students.?

Construction Trades Career Fair in Stockton, CA. This particular fair
teaches them about apprenticeships, how to apply for them, how to
be successful at these jobs and highlights possible careers in the
construction trades. Our students have been given a great
opportunity to learn about different trades, observe industry
presentations, and actually participate in hands-on demonstrations.
Many students were excited about the hands-on demonstrations
and others were more excited to hear how much money could be
earned with a high school diploma working in trades such as
equipment technicians,
electricians, cement masons
and others.

?By failing to prepare,
you are preparing to
fail.?
? Benjamin Franklin

Construction Trade Fair in Stockton, CA.

For some students, their plan is to go straight into the work force.
We strive to provide the information and opportunities to help
them find an occupation that might interest them. To help them
along their career path, we have taken many of our students to the

Although some students know
exactly what they want to do
for the rest of their lives,
others may need our guidance
in identifying their calling.
Vista High School is dedicated
to being supportive to all
students and proactive in

helping them be prepared ? to thrive amidst any challenges that
they may face ? and emerge successful.
Here at Vista High School, we are preparing our students today for
tomorrow?schallenges.

Student First
Responders
Demonstrate Skills
On Friday, September 27th,
Escalon HighStudent Fireand
Emergency Responseteamsshowed
off theskillsthey'relearningintheFirst Responder career pathway in a staged"accident"
scenariothat involvedusingan ambulance, fireengine, andinterviewswiththemedia.
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ST A FF SPO T L I GH T
Br an t Rose,
Econ om ics & Hist or y Teach er
?It?s another great day at Escalon High School!?
This statement is
synonymous with one of
Escalon High School?s most
positive role models, Mr.
Brant Rose. It is also the
statement that Brant uses to
greet every student, faculty
member, and campus
visitor that crosses his path
each day. The 2019/2020
school year marks the
beginning of Brant?s fifth
year of service at Escalon
High School. He is currently
serving as a full time
teacher providing
instruction to EHSstudents in Economics and World
History courses. Brant demonstrates exceptional
professionalism as he serves the Escalon High School
community. He has an uncanny ability to foster a learning
environment that allows students to feel accepted and
supported as they navigate the academic and social rigors
of the modern day high school experience.
Brant has extended his influence into additional aspects of

The control center of any public school is its main office
and the director of the office is the school site secretary ?
who impacts and influences almost every part of the school
day. Maira Rodriguez, site secretary at Collegeville
Elementary, not only runs the school efficiently? she also
has a smile and greeting for any staff, parent or student that
comes through. Maira knows that people always come first
and that positive interactions are more likely to lead to
desired ends.
According to Maira, she left banking to work in education
so that she could have more of a positive impact on young
people. She fondly remembers the secretary of the
elementary school that she attended, who she says inspired
her to follow in that path. Hugs from students, good
morning greetings and smiling faces have helped to
validate her decision to be a school site secretary.
Ms. Maira, as everyone at Collegeville calls her, has been
working for EUSD for the past 4 years at Collegeville
Elementary. Having moved to Escalon in 1991, she
considers herself an Escalonian now. She is married with
four children, all of whom attend Escalon schools,
including Collegeville. Maira
enjoys volunteering her time
to the American Cancer
Society through events like
the Relay for Life. She also
currently serves as a treasurer
in the Collegeville Parent
Teacher Club.

EHSspir
student life
Junior Varsity
Headr pr ised by Th eir Teach er s
In
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St asutheden
t s Su
Football Coach and the Club Advisor of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. Serving as a teacher, club advisor, and
coach requires Brant to invest countless hours into the
lives of many different student populations at Escalon
High School. His work ethic clearly demonstrates that he is
completely dedicated to each of the students that he serves.
Anyone that knows Brant, knows that he is a committed
family man. When asked what he likes to do in his free
time, Brant did not hesitate. He enjoys spending time with
his family. He and his wife have two children now and
have found that any free time they had is now devoted to
them... and he is loving every second of it!

Maira's thoughtfulness and
strong work ethic are highly
evident in our workplace and
her effective communication
with everyone helps our
campus run smoothly. We
are so glad to have her
as a member of our
M air a
team!

Rodr igu ez,
Secr et ar y

We also celebrate our Spotlight Staff on our Facebook Page, check it out to leave them a
message about how they've positively affected your life.
Special thanks to Cindy Sipes for photography.
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Gat ew ay Academ y: En gagin g an d Edu cat ion al Classes
at New ly Rem odeled Cam pu s
by Jennifer Klopatek-Driscol, Principal Gateway Academy
In August of 2012, Gateway Academy opened its doors to
students as a branch of the Escalon Charter Academy ? with
offerings as a K ? 5 home charter school. At that time, there
were seven families who were choosing to homeschool their 22
students in our one-room schoolhouse housed on the Dent
Elementary campus.
Today, Gateway Academy has ballooned to 240 students (TK ?
12) and we have now moved to our new home at 17950 S. Van
Allen Road (just east of Van Allen Elementary School). The
five existing buildings have been modernized and renovated ?
joined by two new classrooms and student restrooms. Our
EUSD Maintenance and Grounds crews worked tirelessly to
get the new campus ready for the start of the school year!
On August 7th, all Gateway Academy students started their
school year in their home learning environments with on-site
classes beginning on our new campus on September 9th.

2019 / 2020 Gateway Students

All Gateway High School students are working together in
their brand new high school classroom enjoying several new
on-site offerings for high schoolers. Students will be creating
Gateway Academy?s first yearbook. They are currently in the
design stage? beginning to plan, organize, assign sections and
snap photos for the layout. As our inaugural issue, the
yearbook will be offered digitally to students and families.
Another new addition to the Gateway Academy High School
program is a service club which meets on campus on
Wednesday mornings. Named by the students, the ?Kindness
Matters At Gateway?club has started a list of service projects
to complete during the school year. The cornerstone of the
community service club is leadership ? leading by example
and empowering others to achieve their full potential. For
their first service project, students wrote letters of appreciation
to relatives who have served in the United States military.
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Gateway Academy students in K ?
8 have the opportunity to attend a
weekly enrichment art class,
Young Rembrandts, that teaches
students to use their creativity to develop their artistic talents.
Young Rembrandts exemplifies how art can help learners by
engaging both sides of their brains and develop lifelong skills,
including: fine motor, visual-spatial organization, attention to
detail and more. Over 70 Gateway Academy students are
participating in this new program.
Additionally, students are offered other on-site opportunities
to attend enrichment classes. Our youngest students can
attend Science Explorers where they are conducting STEAM
experiments such as building rockets, bridges, electrical
circuits, and creating chemical reactions? just to name a few.
They can also attend Hands-On Mathematics where they will
unlock the mysteries of mathematics by using an assortment
of manipulatives and games.
Older elementary students can enroll in Spanish writing
classes and Valley Days. In the Valley Days class, students take
a step back into the 1800s to experience life as a pioneer child.
They'll learn the history of our early settlers and experience
hands-on activities such as games, songs, and crafts from that
era. As a culminating activity, students and parents will
participate in a one-day field trip to the San Joaquin Historical
Museum at Micke Grove Park in Lodi, CA.; traveling back in
time to the early 19th century, students will be immersed in
history dressed in pioneer clothing, eating authentic food of
the time and trying a traditional job as a blacksmith.
Upper elementary students may attend a Performing Arts class
where they will begin developing the understanding, skills,
and enjoyment of the theater arts. Students utilize their
imaginations and observation skills in scripted scenes and
improv. They may also take a Communications class in which
they will learn to navigate communication in the 21st century.
Students are focusing on strategies to use when speaking with
friends, to adults, in written communications, in groups of
people, and in formal presentations.
Gateway Academy students are offered a variety of engaging
and educational opportunities to learn and grow with fellow
classmates which has resulted in record high participation
numbers for on-site classes. We look forward to an enriching
year ahead with all our Gateway students!

Escalon Unified TODAY

OCTOBER
Dat es TO
REMEMBER
1: School Boar d Meet ing (7 PM)
4: EHs Homecoming St udent Ear ly Rel ease
9: PLC Col l abor at ion Day St udent Ear ly Rel ease
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15: School Boar d Meet ing (7PM)
30: PLC Col l abor at ion Day St udent Ear ly Rel ease
Escalon Unified Contacts
Main Office Phone 838-3591
Main Office FAX 838-6703
Bus Garage 838-3165
Curriculum Office 838-8910
Maintenance/Operations 838-3165
Food Services 838-3170

Board & Superintendent
Kate Powell, President
John Largent, Vice President
Nicholas Caton, Clerk
Martha Coelho, Member
Richard Thompson, Member
Ron Costa, Superintendent
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The Edible Expo Tickets are on sale now in the EHS
Library! Proceeds from the Expo will be used to provide
scholarships and classroom grants.

Escalon Unified Schools
Collegeville Elem en t ar y 941-2007
6701 S Jack Tone Rd, Stockton CA 95215
Den t Elem en t ar y 838-7031
1998 Yosemite Ave, Escalon CA 95320
El Por t al M iddle Sch ool 838-7095
805 1st Street, Escalon CA 95320
Escalon High Sch ool 838-7073
1528 Yosemite Avenue, Escalon CA 95320
Far m in gt on Elem en t ar y 886-5344
25233 E Hwy 4, Farmington CA 95230
Van Allen Elem en t ar y 838-2931
21051 E. Hwy 120, Escalon CA 95320
Gat ew ay Academ y 838-7177
17590 South Van Allen Road, Escalon CA 95320
Vist a High Sch ool 838-1450
1204 Escalon Avenue, Escalon CA 95320

