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From the Superintendent’s Desk

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

A positive atmosphere in school can make a profound difference in the
effectiveness of instruction. I want to take a moment to credit our students,
staff, and school community for setting this tone and continuing a positive
culture for creating access to education for our kids.
Our students continue to build on our Digital Citizenship theme from our visit
with Paul Davis in September, by beginning to develop digital portfolios at
each grade level. Digital portfolios are not just a way to achieve work, but also
a positive avenue for students to navigate goal setting and reflecting on
personal growth and learning. Students will continue this journey by
becoming experts in Google tools for education and begin to redefine how to
build portfolios in a digital world (SAMR Model). Becoming a good digital
citizen with a positive digital footprint correlates directly to our school mission
and continues to be a priority for our students.
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We are in an exciting time in education. At CPCS we attempt to balance new
and innovative learning experiences while adhering to our traditional school
values. This year students will utilize Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual
Reality (VR) in educational lessons to support our Effective Teaching
strategies and learning methods. AR can be defined by “adding digital
elements to a live view often by using the camera on a Smartphone” where
•
VR implies “a complete immersion experience that shuts out the physical
•
world.” We have already begun this journey with students in a few high school
classes to support lessons. Both AR and VR are different ways to bring
•
learning to life for our students here at CPCS.
Again, thank you for supporting what we do for the kids. Have a safe and
pleasant holiday season.
Sincerely,

Our Mission Statement: The Colton-Pierrepont Central School Community
proudly educates students to become responsible, respectful and resourceful
citizens, thereby continuing a tradition of innovation and excellence.

•
•
•
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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE 2018-2019 YEAR
Board of Education meetings for the 2018-19 school year are scheduled for the following nights
beginning at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise directed: December 19, 2018, and January 16, February 13,
March 20, April 4 (BOCES Annual Meeting), April 22 (BOCES Budget Vote), May 21 (Annual Budget
Hearing) and June 19, 2019.
NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Newsletter materials need to be into the Main Office by February 1, April 5, and May 17, 2019, in order
to be published in the following month’s News and Notes.
In an effort to be more environmentally friendly we will only mail newsletters to those that request a
paper copy. The newsletter is available on our website, www.cpcs.us. If you would like to be on our
mailing list for the paper newsletters or to be emailed the newsletter please contact Jamie VanBrocklin
@ (315) 262-2100 extension 129 or email jvanbrocklin@cpcs.us . If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact us.
SCHOOL CLOSURES
As colder temperatures draw near, we are reminded that severe weather is a part of life in the North
Country. In most instances, school will be open even when the weather is inclement if town roads are
open and passable. Nevertheless, the safety of all our children is the primary concern of Mr. Nee, Mr.
Matthie, and Mrs. Fisher-Davis, and some weather conditions may require school to be delayed, closed,
or dismissed early because of the severity of an incoming storm. Please be assured that Mr. Nee, Mr.
Matthie, and Mrs. Fisher-Davis consult several sources to make the best possible decision regarding the
safety of our students.
In all instances of a school delay, closing, or early dismissal, local radio, and television stations will be
notified to make the announcement. The absence of any announcement means that school will operate
on a regular schedule.
Please check our school’s Facebook page, website, One Call and the following radio and television
stations for updated necessary information are: Star Country 100.1, Mix 96/101.5 FOX/WMSA, Q
COUNTRY/PAC, FROGGY 97/Z93 and NORTH COUNTRY PUBLIC RADIO, WWNY-TV Channel 7
News and FOX 28, YNN, and WWTI/ABC50.
COLTON PIERREPONT PTSA NEWS
The Colton-Pierrepont PTSA holds meetings on the first Wednesday of every month in the school library
at 6:30 p.m. We would love to see some new faces and new ideas. Please check out our web page link
on the school’s website. Feel free to call or email with any questions or concerns.
Lezlie Gray, President, 315-244-8663 lgray0808@yahoo.com
Jennifer Fleury, Secretary, 315-262-4679 jfleury@cpcs.us
PTSA HOLIDAY STORE
The CPCS PTSA is again hosting the annual “HOLIDAY STORE” for students in Pre-K thru 6th grades.
This event gives these students an opportunity to shop for gifts for family members for the holiday
season. The store will run the week of December 3rd-7th from 8:30am -2pm. A shopping list will be sent
home along with additional information on the store in the end of November. All items will cost $0.50
each. We will be accepting gently used items to be used as gifts for the store. Please keep in mind when
donating that the items will need to be transported home on the bus. Please contact Katie LaShomb at
315-244-1528 or katielashomb1@gmail.com with any questions, set up drop off arrangements for
donations or to volunteer to help at the store, as we will need people to help the students shop and with
gift wrapping also.

ELEMENTARY HOLIDAY CONCERT
K-4 elementary students will be celebrating this December with a version of "The Nutcracker." Please
mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. Fifth and sixth graders will also be
performing that evening in band and chorus. We look forward to seeing everyone there!

COLTS’ PRIDE BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
The Colts’ Pride Booster Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the school cafeteria
beginning at 7 p.m.
New members always welcome. Any questions, please contact Bonnie McGee @ mcgeebo@cpcs.us or
Peter Edwards @ pedwards@cpcs.us. Please consider joining us.

Honor Roll
The following students were on the Grades 5 & 6 Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 2018-19 school
year: Tanner Adair, Mason Beaulieu, Natalie Bush, Cadey Chase, Ariana Clark, Jameson CotaGiordano, Joshua Erwin, Ty Farns, Llyssa Fifield, Mackaylae Fisher, Allysa Fleury, Jack Garcia,
Domanik Grant, Katherine Hanifan, Morris Hawley, Kiana Hogle, Anna Hoose, Kaitlyn Houston, Megan
Huckle, Kendall LaMora, Logan LaShomb, Carter Lesperance, Tyler Lovely, Lillian McNamara, Owen
Peacock, Mika Phillips, Emma Pitcher, Tanner Planty, Teagan Planty, Kayla Reinert, Ryelee
Rutkauskas, Matthew Schwartfigure, Mya Sevey, David Seymour, Abigail Smith, Alaina Snow, Nathan
Stark, Tristin Thomas, Hayden Todd, Cian Trimm, Cody Trimm, Hunter Wagner, Jace Worden, and
Connor Wright.
The following students were on the Grades 7-12 Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 2018-19 school
year: Harlee Besio, Logan Blackmer, Shannon Brown, Jayden Burcume, Nathan Burns, Hannah
Butterfield, Theodore Farns, Caleb Fisher, Christopher Fisher, Dalton Francis, Alexis Garcia, Stormi
Gardner, Thomas Garvin, Cheyenne Guest, Sara Hawthorne, Elijah Johnson, Kailtyn Johnson, Oliver
Johnson, Jonathan Long, Emma Matthie, Makena McCarthy, Mark McGrath, Kara McKinley, Zoe
McLean, Ray Mudge, Hayley Murray, Wyatt Paulette, Evan Poste, Logan Reed, Luke Robar, Alayna
Rutledge, Olivia Sneed, Alexa Snow, Danielle Snyder, Bethany Vaisey, Ethan VanBrocklin, Brooke
Wilson, and Mason Wright.
The following Grades 7-12 students were on the High Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 2018-19
school year: Katie Bartlett, Neil Brown, Shaymus Brown, Landree Chamberlain, Schuyler Chamberlain,
Morgan Cole, Aaron Collins, Michael Corbitt, Natalie Cowen, Alexus Cuthbert, Tristen Cuthbert, Shiloh
DeGray, Mary Donnelly, Christopher Edwards, Amber Erwin, Cody Francis, Hailey Friedel, Alexa Gilbert,
Sydney Graham, Christopher Hall, Joshua Hall, Malia Hogle, Aiden Hoose, Nathan Huckle, Jaleigh
Jacot, Layla Johnson, Aiden Knight, William LaPierre, Alexandra LaShomb, Kassidy LaShomb, Taylor
LaValley, Giselle Lawson, Nathaniel Lemieux, Alannah Long, Kaitlynn Long, Matilyn Lovely, Samantha
Marsh, Thomas Matthie, Ashley McKinley, Benjamin McKinley, Catherine Monaghan, Abeni Payne,
Garrett Regan, Callie Richards, Claire Rousell, Grace Rousell, Madeline Rousell, Noah Rousell, Jaedyn
Rutledge, Michael Schwartfigure, Rachel Sleeper, Madeline Smith, Maximillian Smith, Savanna Smith,
Gabrielle Sochia, Ashley Stone, Skyler Thomann, Isabelle Vaccaro, Amber Ward, Hailey Williamson,
Sadie Williams, Amanda Woods, and Ashleigh Woods.

FROM PRINCIPAL JAMES NEE’S DESK
Congratulations to all of the students who attained honor roll and/or high honor roll status for the first
quarter. It is great to see so many students dedicating themselves to academic achievement. Please
continue to work hard inside and outside of the classroom as we move forward with the second quarter.
Thank you to parents and staff for attending our Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences in November. We
appreciate the large turnout and the positive conversations that took place. We know that having an
open collegial dialogue about student progress is in the best interest of every child. Thank you for taking
the time out of busy family schedules to meet with us.
Once again CPCS completed our annual “Penny Harvest.” Monies raised will be donated to a variety of
causes. This year the PTSA will be distributing the funds to many entities that benefit our kids at CPCS.
We also would like to recognize and say thank you to the reigning Division I Women’s Hockey National
Champion, the Clarkson Golden Knights for spending the lunch period with our students. It was a great
day for all.
Our Whiz Quiz team will to Burlington, Vermont on December 7, 2018, for a chance to qualify for the
National Whiz Quiz competition. Our Whiz Quiz team had a positive showing during the regional
competition by winning one event and falling short in another match. Students will be back at it in the
early mornings preparing for future competitions.
Once again our Holocaust Elective class traveled to Washington, D.C. in November to visit the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Students toured the Permanent Exhibit as well as many other
National Memorials and Museums. The brief three day trip was a valuable worldly experience we hope
to continue in the future for our students. Prior to the trip the students were able to participate in a virtual
reality tour of the Permanent Exhibit. The VR devices were made possible through the museum and our
own Fellow Museum Teacher Mrs. Henderson-Howie.
We continue to provide opportunities for students through our COLTS days which started in September
of 2012. This fall our Elementary students received educational programming through the Fredrick
Remington Art Museum, BOCES Agricultural Program at Cornell Cooperative Extension Farm, US
Customs and Border Protection, and ice skating at the Canton Pavilion. On the docket for the High
School COLTS day is an in-depth look at local industry along with some snow tubing at Titus Mountain
as soon as the trails are groomed.
Our Elementary students will perform our Winter concert program on December 12, 2018. We know the
auditorium will be to capacity as our young musicians perform their hearts out. We appreciate all of the
community attendance at this event. Please come out to support our students as they take the stage.
As we move through the month of December, our CPCS Student Government representatives will
sponsor our annual food drive with a Pre-K-12 competition. We encourage everyone to participate.
Student Government will also sponsor our annual grades 7-12 trip to the Roos House before the break.
Finally, we should recognize our dedicated students for the month of November with the focus on being
kind along with our C.A.P.E. (Colts Acting with Perseverance and Effort) award winners. Students are
accomplishing great academic feats and having real world experiences inside and outside our building.
We are all proud of you. Go COLTS!
Please follow us on our school Facebook page Colton-Pierrepont Central School, on our website at
www.cpcs.us, on Twitter @COLTSCPCS and @CPCSAthletics, and through #COLTurechat
James Nee

From the Desk of Mr. Munn, Dean of Students/Business Official
I believe I may be cursed. As I write this article, on the second snow-day of November, I think I may have brought
this nasty weather with me from Tug Hill. For the students that leave Post-It notes on my door or pop into Mr.
Nee’s office to plead for a day off whenever news of a weather advisory flows through the building, I say “You’re
Welcome.” For all others, I am sorry. I would love to blame it all on Mr. Kardash but am struggling to develop a
plausible argument.
As the weather has taken a turn for the worse, it is time for the annual reminder to dress for the season. Coats,
hats and mittens provide security at the bus stop or in the unlikely event that we have another bus stranded due to
a beaver dropping a tree across the road. Additionally, a reminder to your children to use inside voices on the
bus, would be much appreciated. The roads demand increased attention from all of us on the road. Additionally,
as Mr. Nee mentioned to all recently, please make sure that all communications related to bus changes are
communicated to school as soon as possible and no later than 1:30 pm.
When last I wrote, I mentioned how welcoming the community has been to me and that remains something I am
grateful for. As I continue to attempt to get to know you all, I wanted to invite anyone interested to gather and chat
about my favorite topic, raising kids. To frame our chats, I propose a book club related to Lenore Skenazy’s
“Free Range Kids.” For those that have never participated in a book club, I promise, it can be a wonderful time.
If you are interested, RSVP to dmunn@cpcs.us by December 14th such that copies of the book can be ordered.
If you are not interested, perhaps because you are busy, think the idea is silly or are waiting for the movie, catch
up with me anyway, I’d love a chance to try to talk you into it.
Thank you for your time and all the best,
Mr. Munn

FROM DIRECTOR OF PUPIL SERVICES LIANNE KNIGHT’S DESK
Does your child have trouble getting started with homework? Following directions? Paying attention?
With planning and organization? Does he or she overreact to “little things”?
These skills fall in the category of Executive Functioning- our ability to plan, organize, and “do”- and
relate directly to your child’s developing brain. Executive Functions can take twenty years to fully
mature. So, it makes sense that most of us would answer “yes” to at least one of the questions above.
However, some of our children struggle with Executive Function to a degree that interferes with their
school work and academic growth. The good news is that these skills can be taught.
Here at CPCS, we (faculty and staff) have been learning about the research on Executive Function and
brain development and how these relate to student learning. Teachers are working with myself and our
school psychologist intern to identify students who could use some help developing these skills. Students
are learning to monitor their attention during class, or improve their organizational skills through the
use of checklists, or get started on their work by referring to visual schedules. These strategies help
students become more aware, independent, confident, and proficient. A win for parents and teachers
and, more importantly, a recipe for future success!
We are enthusiastic about continuing this focus on Executive Functioning since a great deal of student
behavior or learning difficulties can be attributed to these skills. If you are interested in learning more
about Executive Functioning or how you can help your child, please contact me (lknight@cpcs.us) or
Mercedes Mackin, School Psychologist Intern( mmackin@cpcs.us).

2019 Winterfest – Rockin’ in the Great South Woods
It’s time to embrace winter and get ready for the Town of Colton’s 2019 Winterfest being held during three consecutive
weekends in January!
The festival – with the theme Rockin’ in the Great South Woods – will include favorites of the past plus some new twists and
new fun activities indoors and out. By spreading out activities more people can participate and experience what the town has
to offer.
Many planned events are geared toward students, children, and families with activities generally grouped around three
themes, as highlighted below.
• January 11-13 / Celebration & History Weekend – Kicks off with the Citizen of the Year Award during the Spaghetti
Dinner at school followed by Nick Rycroft performing live in the auditorium. Other activities include Story Hour at the
Colton Library, Quilt Show in three venues, and Vintage Snowmobile Show at Mahogany Ridge Bar & Grill.
• January 18-20 / Adventure & Sports Weekend – Includes 7th Annual International Breakfast, Higley Hustle Ski Races
and Family Day at Higley Flow State Park, Foul Shooting Contest and Indoor Soccer Tournament for students at school, and
Frying Pan Toss at AmVets. Plus a new Cardboard Sled Races event is being planned by the Racquette Valley Fish & Game
Club for children and adults.
• January 25—27 / Nature & Nurture Weekend – Features an educational presentation by Adirondack Raptors as well as
the annual Health and Craft Fairs at school. It also once again includes the popular 10-Mile Foot Race as well as the NYS
Snowmobile Safety Course. And a new STEAM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Art-Math) event provides more
opportunities for people to learn and create.
Throughout the three weekends there will be a variety of other food, music, and other events. The complete schedule will be
posted by mid-December on the town website (www.townofcolton.com) under News. Festival posters will be displayed at
school, around town, and in nearby communities.
Once more, fund raising for the Neighborhood Center during Winterfest includes the raffle of a barn quilt—an Owl Barn
Quilt this year—painted by the town’s Tourism & Beautification Committee with the help of CPCS Art Club students. The
winning ticket will be announced during the Adirondack Raptors presentation on January 27. Also, there will be a Silent
Auction of Gift Baskets which kicks off during the Spaghetti Dinner on January 11 and ends during the Craft Fair on January
26.
For more information about Winterfest please check the town website and Facebook page; or give Grace Hawley a call at
315-262-2439

TOWN OF COLTON - CITIZEN OF THE YEAR SPAGHETTI DINNER
Friday, January 11, 2019 – 4-7 p.m. - CPCS Cafeteria
All you Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner / Citizen of the Year - Sponsored by the Class of 2020
Children 5 & Under - Free, Children 6-10 - $8, 11 & Older - $10, Senior Citizens - $8, Family of 4 - $32, Family of 5 - $35 ($8
for each additional person) Take Outs Available
Contact: Diane Ladison (315) 262-2100 ext. 144 or Lisa Fisher-Davis (315) 262-2100 ext. 124
MUSIC BY NICK RYCROFT – Sponsored by the Class of 2020Friday, January 11, 2019 – 7-8:30 p.m. – CPCS
Auditorium - $5/person
MAN FIGHTS GRIZZLEY Band – Sponsored by the Class of 2020
Saturday, January 12, 2019 – 7-8:30 p.m. – CPCS Auditorium - $5/person
Classic Rock Band featuring CPCS Teacher Nate Pike and others

Baked Potato Dinner Sponsored by The Well (AKA The Colton Wesleyan Church)
When: Friday, January 18, 2019
Where: CPCS Cafeteria
Time: 3:00 P.M.-6:30 P.M.
Price: Adults-$8.00
Seniors & Students-$6.00
Take out is available. Meal includes a baked potato with choice of toppings, tossed salad, drink and dessert.

October 2018 ELEMENTARY
MONTHLY LEADER AWARD
The following students earned the LEADERSHIP
AWARD – COACHABLE-In October were Levi
Thomas, Leo Bronson, Kaiden Clough, Adylynn
Dow, Karson Cole, Douglas Johnson, Joslyn Cole,
Carli Friedel, Delia Manor, Mason Smith, Allysa
Fleury, Mika Phillips, Isaac Mudge, Kaitlyn Houston,
Kyle White, Ariana Clark, Bentley Coventry, Lexis
Williams, Laila Wright and Reid Cole .

November 2018 ELEMENTARY
MONTHLY LEADER AWARD
The following students earned the LEADERSHIP
AWARD – KIND-In November were Ella Hurley, Silvia
Bier, James Brothers, Greyson Montroy, Gabriel
Fregoe, Christian Boyce, Aubree VanBrocklin, Sierra
Thomas, Miles Guy, Emmitt Murray, Anna Hoose,
Cody Trimm, Emma Pitcher, Matthew Schwartfigure,
Lydia Drake, Madison McNamara, Brooklynn O’Riley,
Douglas Johnson, Ryelee Rutkauskas, Delia Manor
and Molly Beaulieu.

January 2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 1-4
January 7 January 8 January 9 January 10 January 11 January 12 January 14 January 15 January 16 January 17 January 18January 19January 21January 22 -

January 23-

January 24-

January 25 January 28 January 29
January 31 -

Holiday Break-No School
CPTA Meeting
7:20 a.m.-CPTA Executive Meeting
2:45 p.m.-Grade 3/4 Recreation Club
3:00 p.m.-Lego Robotics
2:45 p.m.- Grades 5/6 Recreation Club
4:30 p.m.-Winterfest Citizen of the year
8:00 a.m.-Speaking Team @ Madrid
53:00 p.m.- Faculty Meeting-Cafeteria
2:45 p.m.-Grades 3/4 Recreation Club
3:00 p.m.-Lego Robotics
5:30 p.m.- Board of Education Meeting
2:45 p.m.-Grade 5/6 Recreation Club
12:30 p.m.-Early Dismissal-Staff Development
8:00 a.m.- Lego Robotics Competition@ Clarkson
Martin Luther King Day-No School
8:00 a.m.- ELA Regents
11:30 a.m.- Living Environment Regents
2:45 p.m.-Grades 3/4 Recreation Club
8:00 a.m.-Geometry Regents
8:00 a.m.- US History & Government Regents
11:30 p.m.-Algebra I Regents
5:30 p.m.-Colts’ Pride Booster Club Meeting
8:00 a.m.- Global History & Geography Regents
11:30 a.m.-Algebra II Regents
2:45 p.m.-Grades 5/6 Recreation Club
8:00 a.m.-Physical Setting/Chemistry Regents
8:00 a.m.-Physical Setting/Earth Science Regents
8:00 a.m.- FORUM
3:00 p.m.-Faculty Advisory Meeting
2:45 p.m.-Grades 3/4 Recreation Club
2:45 p.m.-Grades 5/6 Recreation Club

February 2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 4February 5February 6February 7February 9 February 11February 12 February 13 February 14 February 18-22 February 25 February 27-

3:00 p.m.-Faculty Meeting-Cafeteria
10:00 a.m.-Grade 6 to OCP:Patchwork:The Little House Life of Laura Ingalls Wilder
2:45 p.m.-Grades 3/4 Recreation Club
3:30 p.m.-Impetus @ Clarkson
2:45 p.m.-Grades 5/6 Recreation Club
8:00 a.m.-Speaking team @ Parishville-Hopkinton
3:00 p.m.-CPTA Meeting
7:20 a.m.-CPTA Executive Meeting-Boardroom
2:45 p.m.-Grades 3/4 Recreation Club
5:00 p.m.-Board of Education Meeting
6:00 p.m.-High School Music Concert
2:45 p.m.- Grades 5/6 Recreation Club
Mid-Winter Break-No School
8:00 a.m.-FORUM
3:00 p.m.-Faculty Advisory Meeting
5:30 p.m.-Colts’ Pride Booster Club Meeting

CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE
PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULES.

Colton-Pierrepont
Central School
Board of Education
Scott Baxter, President
Cindy McLean, Vice President
Jeffery Angleberger
Alex Bonno
Mike Dumas
Tracy Hoose
Christina Smith
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It is the policy of the Colton-Pierrepont Central School not to discriminate
on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, or handicap in the educational
programs or activities which it operates.
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