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Technology changes more than
the look of the classroom
By Patrice E. Athanasidy
In Little Red Schoolhouses across the nation, the main
learning tool was a slate and chalk. It changed to pens and
ink wells with paper then ballpoint pens and notebooks or
loose leaf. Now, at St. Catharine’s, it has become the iPad.

For students: it’s not the classroom
you remember
Catharinites are issued iPads and a St. Catharine email
address when they become freshmen. They use them for
notes, research, textbook reading, and more. Faculty members take full advantage of all their students using the same
technology, according to Carmela Melucci-Ivanov, assistant
principal of academic services. It creates a classroom which
can be truly interactive for assignments. Visuals are right at
each student’s fingertips. Assignments are available online.
Group projects do not even require students to always be
in the same location.

Expanding faculty focus
Teachers are not tied to the blackboard at the front of the
room. “The iPads allow a more student centered environment within the classroom,” says Mrs. Melucci-Ivanov.
“Teachers have the flexibility to circulate around the room
much more freely. Textbooks are more current and information more up to date. Differentiated instruction is much
more accessible with resources at the students’ fingertips.”
Teachers also help students navigate research and learn
which sources are more reliable. Students can do research
at school and continue working on the same files at home
since their files are stored remotely in the virtual cloud,
eliminating the worries of forgetting work at school or
home since it is always accessible.
Faculty has also received training on how to take advantage
of all the iPad has to offer. They’ve adjusted assignments
and lesson plans to create a classroom which brings the

interactive information into
the classroom throughout
the year. “The iPads really
help with research because
the students have access to
so much information,” says
Nikki Scalera, social studies
teacher. “As a global teacher,
it really helps that the students can research historical
Franny Vargas ’20 with her iPad.
topics and current events, in
addition to viewing various maps and landmarks. The iPads
also help with assessment because using ExamSoft cuts
down the time we spend grading, so we can provide feedback to students much sooner.”
ExamSoft is a program which allows teachers to create, administer and assess tests, all through the iPad. It streamlines
testing and provides both the teacher and student with more
information to actually learn from the tests taken.

How iPads are changing the “every day”
at SCA
The iPad is so integral to the SCA classroom that 8th graders who come to visit for the day, as part of the Spend a
Day program receive guest iPads so that they can fully participate in the classes. They get a sneak peek at how iPads
will enhance their learning experience when they become
students.
Freshman Franny Vargas concludes, “The iPad helps me as
a student because I don’t have to worry about pens, pencils
and notebooks; I have everything I need in one device. The
built in iPad apps help me to get more engaged in learning
and makes it easy and fun. It also makes traveling effortless
because the iPad is so light compared to the regular textbooks students get.” v
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Whatever we accomplish
belongs to our entire group.
A tribute to our
combined effort.
— Walt Disney

Whatever we accomplish
Our feature article on page 1
describes SCA’s bold step forward in educational technology
two years ago—the introduction of iPads for teaching
and learning. The reality of
transition is complicated, and
it takes an extraordinary commitment, particularly on the
part of teachers, to make the
changeover work. Now, nearly
two years later, we know there
is no turning back. The digital
device of choice may change,
but teachers have gradually
transformed their teaching
styles and students have come
to expect digital learning.
The goal of education is to
prepare students for their own

future. The high
school experience expands on
the elementary
school experience
where technology is increasingly
imbedded. The
high school experience prepares for
college and for
life. Whatever we
have accomplished
through educational technology it is because we have had to
learn it and do it as a team.

Belongs to the entire group
Who is SCA’s “entire group”? It is all who make up the SCA
community: alumnae, students, parents, faculty, staff, administration, the Sisters of Mercy, and benefactors, to name
just a few. In this issue we highlight our alumnae. The
centerfold celebrates the dedication of SCA’s STEM Lab in
honor of the Class of 1966 whose extraordinary generosity of
a class gift of $50,000 to the Capital Campaign made a dream
come true. Page 3 captures the sage wisdom of several alumnae to our current Catharinites. Years away from SCA, but
preparing to return to celebrate a significant reunion, they
offer perspective on taking full advantage of these precious
high school years, and never losing sight of your dreams.

A tribute to our combined effort
Senior Angelique Taveras’ inspirational story on page 6
captures the powerful impact of an SCA education and the
importance of financial aid. Admitted to her dream college,
Lafayette College, with a Posse Scholarship equal to $240,000
($60,000 annually), she is focused on her goal to become an
engineer.
I thank you, the entire SCA community, for your continued
partnership as we transform lives and provide a transformative education for the 21st century. We could not do it
without you. v

SCA
SSC
N
ECA
W
AS

Advice to a Catharinite
Alumnae from the classes ending in 2 and 7 will return to SCA to celebrate their reunion in April. We
asked alumnae from those classes if they would share
wisdom and experience that they gained from their
years at SCA. Below is their advice for the current
Catharinites.

Mary Coletti ‘62
“The late Andy Rooney, a respected multimedia commentator, once wrote, ‘College
should be seen as a time and place where
young people acquire a foundation of information on which they build the rest of their lives.’ I advise
you to get a head start on that philosophy. Begin to acquire the foundation during your four years at SCA. As
Catharinites, take advantage of every opportunity that
this wonderful school offers. Don’t dismiss any subject in the curriculum as
impractical. Be of service to the community. Participate in extracurricular activities. And form good friendships; they,
too, are important in building your life.”

Susan King Farrell ‘72
“You have been given a wonderful gift –an education at St. Catharine Academy –which will
continue to pay dividends for years to come.
Embrace the time you spend at the Academy cultivate friendships, participate in sports and in clubs,
embrace the school and the religious traditions. Don’t be
afraid to ask the school community for
advice and guidance. The teachers and
staff will be more than willing to steer
you on the right path. Make the most of
your time at SCA and continue to create memories that will last a lifetime.”

Jo-Marie DiBattista ‘77
“As I go back in time to the first day
when entering the doors at SCA, many
emotions were being felt in the auditorium. Happiness, sadness, fear, anxiety, doubtfulness, to mention a few. You are surrounded
with girls, young women, who will share the next
four years of your life. Each year there came new
experiences for each one of us and those experiences we shared with our SCA sisters. Yes sisters,
Catharinite sisters. Now, 40 years later, as mature
women, many as mothers and grandmothers,
who have successful careers in areas of healthcare,
education, business, law, culinary and public service, we have
remained sisters. Through good
times and bad, in sickness and
health, the friendships that we
shared are still alive today.”

Miledys Nolasco ‘87
“There’s nothing wrong with being
career-driven and knowing where you
want to be years after graduation, but
looking back, I learned it’s just as important to care for yourself. Learning to balance
LIFE is the key. Finding balance is a process! It
takes time because of the programming that we
have been subjected to throughout life and now
it’s the time that you ‘free’ yourself. You should
learn that you always have a choice and that
choice begins as you walk down the aisle on graduation day. I speak from experience that there will be setbacks!
Once you find yourself, you
won’t need anything else in this
life because you will meet true
peace and LOVE within. Avoid
the naysayers!”
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STEM
Lab Dedication
St. Catharine Academy dedicated its STEM Lab, which was donated by
the Class of 1966, on January 21. The new lab is located in its own wing
on the third floor and includes the new Wall of Fame featuring alumnae
of the science and engineering fields as well as a number of stations to
create a variety of hands-on learning experiences, technology stations, a
3D printer and more. The 3D printer was purchased through a grant of
the Westerman Foundation.
Last April, the Class of 1966 gave a 50th anniversary class gift of
$50,000. Lucille Governale McKenna, along with Patricia Kawitzky
Casey and Jeanne Vissa, all from the Class of 1966, spearheaded the
unprecedented gift.

Wall of Fame featuring Kamali Hawthorne
O’Meally, ‘96, a Biomedical Engineer, Vice
President of Global Client OnboardingProject Lead at Citi Private Bank, and
Kathya Chiluiza, ‘01, an Industrial Engineer
at General Mills.

The plaque for the Class of 1966 containing
the names of all who contributed towards
their 50th anniversary class gift of $50,000.

The dedication included a blessing led by principal Sr. Ann M. Welch,
RSM, and a tour of the new lab with demonstrations by the robotics
team. It was followed by a Mass celebrated by Msgr. John Graham, pastor of St. Frances de Chantal Church. The lab is run by STEM teacher
and robotics coach, Sheree
Petrignani.
Alumnae in the science
and engineering fields are
invited to contact alumnae relations to learn how
to join the Wall of Fame,
which will expand over
time, serving as an inspiration to current students.

Kamali Hawthorne O’Meally,
board member and alumna from
the class of 1996, is proud of
the ladies in the robotics club.

L to R: Dr. Jeanne Vissa ‘66, Angelica Lawton ‘19, Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ‘62, Patricia Kawitzky Casey ‘66, Gabriel Vega ‘18,

Lucille Governale McKenna ‘66, Carol Ann Murphy Rodino ‘66, Sheree Petrignani, Sr. Ann M. Welch, RSM and Donna Figliolia Weiss ‘66.

Donna Figliolia Weiss, Class
President of 1966

L to R: Lucille Governale

McKenna, Carol Ann
Murphy Rodino, Donna
Figliolia Weiss, Jeanne
Vissa and Patricia
Kawitzky Casey

L to R: Mariah Villalon ’19, Sheree Petrignani, Jasmin

Juliano ‘19 and Cheyenne Tobar ‘18.

Sr. Ann M. Welch, RSM blessed the new STEM
Lab during the dedication ceremony.
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Angelique Taveras ‘17 receives Posse Scholarship
to attend Lafayette College
Angelique Taveras ‘17 received a
Posse Scholarship to attend Lafayette
College. Highly competitive, it is a
full scholarship awarded to a handful
of students nationwide each year. AcAngelique Taveras ‘17
cording to the Posse Foundation website, “Posse is one of the most comprehensive and renowned college access and youth leadership development programs in the
United States....The students that are selected form a ‘Posse’ and
are provided with extra supports, and end up graduating from
selective colleges with a very high success rate.”
Angelique, who plans to major in engineering, is currently a
member of the National Honor Society and National English
Honor Society. A key member of the robotics team, she is active in community service projects sponsored by St. Catharine’s. Angelique credits the support and opportunities at St.
Catharine’s for much of her success. “Overall I attribute most
of my personal development to the support of all the teachers....At an all girls school you really feel empowered.”

Saying robotics helped her discover her passion, Angelique
expresses a great deal of gratitude to Mrs. Sheree Petrignani.
“She has been an amazing support,” Angelique said, describing the successes of the Robotics Team.
Angelique has participated in a number of internships during the summers. She says they helped her become a confident
leader. She taught third graders engineering, learning the lessons first and then converting them so elementary students
could understand the concepts. Angelique also taught seventh
graders at a camp in Lake Placid.
Last summer, Angelique went to Kenyon College. She worked
on a magazine called The 6th Train. Angelique said the project helped her discover her love for writing. “For a long time
I thought I was just a science person. I joined a group of girls
called the Mighty Quills and ended up falling in love with creative writing. After Kenyon, that love was heightened.”
Now Angelique looks forward to the upcoming challenges as
a Posse student. v

Meet SCA’s new Development Team

Jessica Ruiz

This past summer, Angela Cabassa, director of
alumnae relations, retired and Cathy Bostley,
database manager and event coordinator, took
a positon closer to home. They had created
memories for alumnae for nearly ten years.

The new team began as school opened in the fall. Jessica Ruiz serves as
director of alumnae relations and Cathy Colletti as database manager
and event coordinator.
Jessica comes to St. Catharine’s after serving as associate director of
development at the Academy of Mt. St. Ursula since 2014, where she
was also a development associate for four years. Jessica held a number
of positions with the New York Archdiocese since 1995, including
manager of school relations of the Inner City Scholarship Fund. She
is a graduate of Lehman College. Jessica said, “When I first entered
Saint Catharine Academy it was at the open house with my daughter
Sophia. From that moment, we fell in love with the school. I was
impressed by the SCA students, the academic programs and how
welcomed everyone made us feel. There is a great sense of community
at SCA and I am very happy to be part of it.”v
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Cathy Colletti most recently
worked at Yeshiva University as
development services associate. She
also worked on the development
team at Fordham University with 		 Cathy Colletti
WFUV for nearly 20 years. Cathy was the assistant
director of membership services there since 2004. She
is a graduate of Fordham University.
“I am delighted to be working alongside the dynamic
community at St. Catharine Academy, which
prides itself on its history of education in the Mercy
tradition,” Cathy said. “My daughter, Olivia, is a 2011
alumna, so I know firsthand the positive contribution
St. Catharine’s makes to women.”
Jessica concluded, “I welcome all of you to share your
own news and stay in touch with SCA. Together
we can continue to have Saint Catharine Academy
lead the way towards the future. Come and visit us
anytime you are in the neighborhood.” v

CLASS
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NOTES
1950

Martha Schuierer Habermann
is married to Joseph P. Habermann, a 1948
graduate from Cardinal Hayes. Together they
have four wonderful children and seven
grandchildren. Martha and Joseph live on a
beautiful island in Chesapeake Bay, Maryland.

1970 Mary Ann Cirieco Genna serves
on the staff of the Education Department for
the Diocese of Allentown, PA.

1981 Lauren Moscatiello Nickoletos has

Ethel Vogan Nygren writes, “Hello to all of
the graduates of 1950”.

been married to George for 30 years. They live
in Tuckahoe, New York with their three children. Lauren works as the secretary to guidance at Tuckahoe High School.

1951 Michele Keating Brosnan writes,

1983 Maria DiNuzzo Vizzi writes, “I’m so

“It has been a long time and I would like to
get in touch with Sr. Mary Pius and Cathy
O’Flynn. The old school (152nd Street) is a
memory from far away.”

1957 Patricia Melody McMahon writes,

“Hello everyone, hope you are all doing well.
I’m sure we all have the same aches and pains
but moving on. Some days I wish I was back at
SCA with not a care in the world. Keep smiling and pray for all our old friends.”

1960

Leslie O’Malley Finke shares,
“After careers in college teaching, museum
administration, financial sales and local government, I have retired this year.” Leslie and
her husband Hans Finke celebrated 50 years
of marriage with a National Park Tour out
West.
Ann LaCoste McGuire writes, “I appreciate the education I received from St. Catharine Academy. I learned about values, goal
setting and taking my education to a new
level. I have been successful in my life with
business and family.”

1961 Kathleen Carew Smith is now re-

tired from her nursing career and teaching at
different universities. Kathleen used to teach
CCD classes at Holy Rosary, the oldest Italian
church in Washington. Kathleen would love
to see old friends in DC; all are welcomed, one
or two at a time.

1962 Ann Sgrignoli Gerbeth writes, “I

am delighted to be an alumna of the Class
of ‘62. Many of us often get together and are
making new memories.”

1963 Elizabeth Shortt Minkowski shared

that her husband, William K. Minkowski
passed away suddenly in his sleep on April 1,
2016. Elizabeth and William would have been
49 years married on May 28th.
Kathleen Pica Femiani writes, “After
a very satisfying eleven years as an Assistant
Professor of Teacher Education, I retired in
August 2016 from Dominican College of
Blauvelt. I am having fun attending to that
“bucket list” with my husband. ”

proud to be part of the lay list of DiNuzzo’s
graduates!”

1984 Gail Vitagliano Labadia is a physi-

cian living in Hamden, Connecticut with her
husband Joseph and her 12 year old son Alex.
She enjoys being a mother to Alex and also
caring for her patients at Masonicare Health
Center in Wallingford, Connecticut. Gail is
the lead physician for subacute rehabilitation
and associate medical director for hospice. She
is grateful for her teachers at St. Catharine
Academy who played a role in her faith formation as well as her academic growth. Gail
sends a special thank you to Grace McNamara, who inspired her to pursue a career in
medicine through her mentorship and fostering a love of science. Gail sends best wishes to
friends from her days at SCA.

p

IN MEMORIAM
Joanne O’Rourke ‘59
August 21, 2015
Sister of Noreen O’Rourke ‘58 and
Marguerite O’Rourke ‘61

MaryAnn Lund Fried ‘64
February 10, 2016
Hugo Iodice Jr
March 6, 2016
Brother of Mary Anne Iodice
Stapleton ‘91

Rosemary Licata Rizzuto ‘70
March 27, 2016
William K. Minkowski
April 1, 2016
Husband of Elizabeth Shortt
Minkowski ‘63

Donna Clark Voggel ‘80
April 17, 2016

1999 Lori Mooney is an Emmy-Award

Rosalie Bruno Esposito ‘59
May 22, 2016

2001 Stephanie Gomez Seabrook shared

Margaret Heveran ‘59
December 2, 2016

winning producer at “The People’s Court”
and runs www.tvtravelswithlori.com.
that she has been teaching for 12 years at St.
Helena Elementary School. Stephanie is currently teaching 2nd grade. She has been married for six years and has two beautiful boys.

Sister of Nancy Heveran LoewenbergYoung ‘60, Maureen Heveran Garvey ‘62
and Beatrice Heveran Lathrop ‘64

2004 Marisa Totino is the assistant dean

Kathleen Unger Correll ‘86
January 23, 2017

and academic advisor for freshmen at Fordham’s Gabelli School of Business. She also
serves as an adjunct faculty member, teaching leadership courses. Marisa has worked
in many facets of higher education, including academic affairs, alumni relations, and
transition year advising and programming.
Marisa earned her Masters and Bachelor’s
degrees from Fordham University. She is an
active member of the SCA community and
is proud to still live in the Bronx.

2015 Tamie Le is currently attending Brook-

lyn College as a business administration and
marketing major. Tamie is a style guru on the
CollegeFashionista team. To follow Tamie’s
fashion advice go to www.collegefashionista
.com/style-guru-bio-tamie-le.

p

Sister of Theresa Unger ‘88

Please remember
St. Catharine Academy
in your will.
Our legal title is
St. Catharine Academy,
2250 Williamsbridge Road,
Bronx, New York 10469

p
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2017 Alumnae Reunion

UP
COMIN
G
EVENT
S

Paint Night

Come Paint the Whimsical
Spring Blossom at
St. Catharine Academy!
Saturday, April 29, 2017 • 6:00 p.m.
Hor’dourves and soft drinks will be served
starting at 5:00 p.m.
Make it a date night, mini-reunion with your classmates, mother/
daughter time together or bring your friends and support SCA!

St. Catharine Academy
2017 Alumnae Reunion
For Classes ending in 2 and 7

Tickets are $45 and must be purchased through
www.paintnite.com/events/_1144452

All materials are provided and
no experience is necessary.

Sunday, April 2, 2017 • 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

To register please visit www.scahs.org

Please email Ms. Jessica Ruiz at
jruiz@scahs.org with any questions.

Address Service Requested
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Catharine-Academy-School-Page
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