Grace Christian School

The Talent Show is open to all students. We are looking for a diverse group of acts to make this year’s
show the best one yet! Small group or solo performances are welcome, as well as family groups.
So start thinking…start planning…start preparing!
The Talent Show acts should reflect the character
of Grace Christian School. On audition days, a
panel of judges will be looking for unique acts that
have been well prepared lasting no more than
90 seconds. You can bring your own music, but
Mr. Sywulka will be available as an accompanist.
Please be aware that only 25-30 acts can be
selected, so put your best foot forward! We will
also be looking for students to serve as stage crew.
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Several of our outstanding Junior High students were inducted into the

National Junior Honor Society
in a ceremony attended by proud family, friends and the Junior High student body.
NJHS is an organization that recognizes an elite group of students who demonstrate excellence
in the pillars of

scholarship, leadership, service, character and citizenship.
The GCS chapter has been responsible for several service projects including school wide food
drives, running the student store, collecting and delivering gift cards to the Casa Youth Shelter,
making and delivering cards and treats to teachers and participating in cleaning projects on
campus…just to name a few. These students are making a difference in our community and
surrounding communities.
The ceremony was organized and conducted by Mrs. Noorigian, the Academic Advisor and the
2018 – 2019 elected board members: Margaret, Rose, Kirsten, Molly, Kaatje, Madeline, Kayla and
Samantha. Keep an eye on these students…they are our country’s future leaders.
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GCS Sports Report
We are looking forward to an exciting winter season from our
Girls Volleyball and Boys Basketball teams.
Our athletes have already begun practicing and preparing.
Check out the schedules and mark your calendars so you can
come out to a HOME game or two and cheer our teams on to

Thursday, January 17
Thursday, January 24
Thursday, February 7
Thursday, February 14
Thursday, February 21

HOME game vs. Vineyard
at Bethany MAPS
HOME game vs. Newport
at Calvary YL
HOME game vs. Eastside

All games will begin at 3:30pm.

Friday, January 18
Friday, January 25
Thursday, February 7
Friday, February 8
Friday, February 15
Friday, February 22

at Huntington at 4:00pm
HOME game vs. Bethany
HOME game vs. Newport
HOME game vs. Huntington
at Bethany
at Newport

All games will begin at 3:30pm unless otherwise noted.
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Our students and staff
showed off their school
spirit by wearing their
festive Christmas sweaters!

Our next Spirit Day will be Wednesday, January 9th …
wear your comfy, cozy jammies!

Our Roadrunner Choir did a beautiful job honoring the Lord
and representing Grace Christian School in our community
during the Christmas season.
They performed at the Cypress Tree Lighting ceremony, the
Candlelight Service at Seacoast Church, and a senior home.
Not only did they share the gift of song, but spread joy as
they shared the true meaning of Christmas.
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Mrs. Summers’ 3rd grade class informed us about the origins and
meanings of some of the symbols of Christmas. They shared
about the Christmas tree and how decorating it likely originated
in Germany with the German minister Martin Luther who
fastened candles to an evergreen as a reminder of the stars in
the sky above Bethlehem the night Jesus was born. The
students then sang O Tannenbaum in German. In South
American countries, they shoot fireworks into the sky on
Christmas night, reminding us of the star shining above the
manger that the shepherds and the wise men followed to the
find the Christ child. The Poinsettias, which are known as the
Christmas flower became known as Flowers of the Holy Night
following a Mexican legend about a poor Mexican girl who had
no gift to present to baby Jesus during a Christmas Eve service.
With a heart full of love, she picked a bouquet of weeds to offer
as her gift. When the weeds were placed at the nativity they
burst into bright red flowers. The students then sang Mi Burrito
Sabanero in Spanish. In Kenya, folks go from house to house
singing Christmas carols…songs of praise and joy. Caroling is a
way to remember the miracle of His birth and show our love for
Jesus. They closed with inviting all to sing Joy to the World!
Mrs. Carr’s 4th grade class played a friendly game
of Fourth Grade Feud in Chapel this month.
Modeled after the TV show Family Feud,
Team Noel and Team Jingle competed to earn
points by answering questions regarding the true
meaning of Christmas. We learned that the
Christmas symbols that reflect the true meaning
of Christmas are not presents and candy canes
and mistletoe, but rather angles, the star, the
wise men, the shepherds and the Baby Jesus.
The Christmas songs that reflect the true
meaning of Christmas are not Santa Claus is
Coming to Town or Jingle Bells, but rather Away
in a Manger, Silent Night and Joy to the World.
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Mrs. Chaney challenged students to not merely study
and memorize scripture…although those things are
important. Rather, we all need to act. Several
students shared about how God has revealed Himself
in their lives and the ways that they have responded.
When you allow the Lord into your heart, He will
change you from the inside out in ways you would
have never imagined. Jesus calls each of us…and then
it is up to us to choose to be with Him. When we
make that choice, the Lord is faithful to train, teach
and equip us to share with others the love of God.
Mrs. Chaney concluded in prayer asking for Jesus to
stir up courage and faith in our young people so they
can resist holding back…and allow Him to flow
through them to others.

Students were also challenged to Answer the Call to do
God’s will…and just what it takes to discover and do
God’s will in one’s life. Mrs. Chaney used the example of
Mary and her willingness to do God’s will when she was
told she would give birth to the son of God. She simply
responded by saying, “Let it be done according to your
word.” For Mary, she had to trust God, display courage
and be faithful as she was challenged with preparing to
care for a baby and dealing with the judgement from
those around her. Likewise, we have each been chosen
to carry Jesus and we also must fully trust Him as we do
as He wants and not as we want. When we choose to
follow what He has planned for us, it requires courage on
our part…but also brings great JOY!
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New additions to the 100 Club…
these preschoolers have
mastered counting to 100!

Preschool joined in on the
fun of Spirit Day…
wearing their
Christmas sweaters!
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4th grade students have been studying California history and were able to board the
Amtrak and visit the San Juan Capistrano Mission for a day…
which is just as wonderful in the rain!

The teachers and staff took a little time out
to have some holiday fun!
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We had not one, but TWO fabulous evenings celebrating the
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our students looked their best and sounded fantastic at the
Christmas Concerts.
What a blessing it was to all who were able to attend.
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