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America Claims an Empire
Section 1

Imperialism and America

3/17

Terms and Names
Queen Liliuokalani The Hawaiian queen who was forced out of power by a revolution

started by American business interests
imperialism The practice of strong countries taking economic, political, and military

power over weaker countries
Alfred T. Mahan American imperialist and admiral who urged the United States to build

up its navy and take colonies overseas
William Seward Secretary of state under Presidents Lincoln and Johnson
Pearl Harbor Naval port in Hawaii
Sanford B. Dole American businessman who became president of the new government

of Hawaii after the queen was pushed out

Before You Read
In the last section, you read about Woodrow Wilson. In this section, you
will learn how economic activity led to political and military
involvement overseas.

As You Read
Use a diagram to take notes on the causes of U.S. imperialism.
AMERICAN EXPANSIONISM

thirst for new markets, and a belief in the
superiority of American culture.
Admiral Alfred T. Mahan of the U.S.
Navy supported growing American naval
power so the U.S. could compete with
other nations. The U.S. built such modern
battleships as the Maine and the Oregon.
The new ships made the U.S. the world’s
largest naval power.
By the late 1800s, technology had
changed American farms and factories.
They produced more than Americans
could consume. So the U.S. needed
foreign trade. American businesses needed
markets for their products and raw
materials for their factories.
The third root of American imperialism
was a belief that the people of the United
States were better than the people of other

(Pages 342–344)

Why did Americans support
imperialism?
In 1893, Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii
gave up her throne. Hawaii was about to
be taken over by the United States.
By the 1880s, many American leaders
thought the United States should establish
colonies overseas. This idea was called
imperialism—the policy in which
stronger nations extend economic,
political or military control over weaker
territories. European countries had
competed for territory all over the world.
Most Americans gradually accepted the
idea of overseas expansion.
Three factors fueled American
imperialism: desire for military strength,
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In 1875, the United States agreed to
import Hawaiian sugar duty-free. Over the
next 15 years, Hawaiian sugar production
increased nine times. Then the McKinley
Tariff caused a crisis for Hawaiian sugar
growers. With the duty on their sugar,
Hawaiian growers faced stiff competition
from other growers. The powerful
Hawaiian sugar growers called for the
U.S. to annex Hawaii. The U.S. military
had already understood the value of
Hawaii. In 1887, the U.S. forced Hawaii to
let it build a naval base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii’s best port.
When the Hawaiian king died in 1891,
his sister became queen. Queen
Liliuokalani wanted a new constitution
that would give voting power back to
ordinary Hawaiians. American business
interests did not want this to happen.
American business groups organized a
revolt against the queen. The U.S.
ambassador John L. Stevens helped them.
The planters took control of the island.
They established a temporary government
and made American businessman Sanford
B. Dole the president.
Stevens urged the U.S. government to
annex the Hawaiian Islands. President
Grover Cleveland refused to take over the
islands unless a majority of Hawaiians
favored that. In 1897, however, William
McKinley became president. He favored
annexation. In 1898, Hawaii became a
U.S. territory.

countries. This racist belief came from
people’s pride in their Anglo-Saxon
(Northern European) heritage. People
sometimes felt they had a duty to spread
their culture and Christian religion among
other people.
1. What were three reasons Americans
supported imperialism?
______________________________
______________________________
THE UNITED STATES ACQUIRES
ALASKA; THE UNITED STATES
TAKES HAWAII (Pages 344–345)
How did the Hawaiian Islands
become a U.S. territory?
William Seward was Secretary of State
for presidents Lincoln and Andrew
Johnson. In 1867 he purchased Alaska
from Russia for $7.2 million. Some
opponents in Congress made fun of the
deal calling it “Seward’s Icebox” or
“Seward’s Folly.”
The Hawaiian Islands, in the Pacific
Ocean, had been important to the United
States since the 1790s. Merchants had
stopped there on their way to China and
India. In the 1820s, American missionaries
founded Christian schools and churches on
the islands.
A number of Americans had established
sugar plantations in Hawaii. In the mid1800s, these large farms accounted for
about three-quarters of the wealth in the
islands. Plantation owners brought
thousands of laborers to Hawaii from
Japan, Portugal, and China. This
weakened the influence of the native
Hawaiians. By 1900, the foreign laborers
outnumbered the Hawaiians three to one.

2. How did Hawaiians lose control of
their islands?
_______________________________
_______________________________
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As you read this section, fill out the chart below by summarizing reasons
why the United States became an imperial power.
The Roots of American Imperialism
1. Economic roots

2. Political and military roots

3. Racist roots

4. What did Admiral Mahan urge the United States to do to protect its interests?

For each year on the time line below, identify one important event in the history of
U.S. involvement in Hawaii.
U.S. Imperialism in Hawaii
1875
1887
1890
1891
1897
1898
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America Claims an Empire
Section 2

The Spanish–American War

3/18

Terms and Names
José Martí Political activist who worked for Cuban independence
Valeriano Weyler General sent from Spain to Cuba to restore order in 1896
yellow journalism Reporting in newspapers and magazines that exaggerates the news in

order to make it more exciting
U.S.S. Maine U.S. warship that exploded in a Cuban harbor in 1898
George Dewey U.S. naval commander who led the American attack on the Philippines
Rough Riders Fighting unit led by Theodore Roosevelt in Cuba
San Juan Hill Location of an important American land victory in Cuba
Treaty of Paris The treaty that ended the Spanish-American War

Before You Read
In the last section, you learned how the United States became an
imperialist power and took over the Hawaiian Islands. In this section,
you will learn how the United States became involved in Cuba and
fought a war with Spain.

As You Read
Use a web diagram to take notes on the pros and cons of annexing the
Philippines.
sugar, the Cuban economy thrived. But the
Cuban economy collapsed in 1894 when a
tariff on sugar was imposed.
In 1895, Cubans began a second war for
independence. The rebellion was led by
José Martí. He was a Cuban poet and
journalist who had been living in exile in
New York. The rebels wanted the United
States to join their cause.
American opinion was mixed. Some
wanted to support Spain in order to keep
their investments safe. Others wanted to
help the Cuban people win their freedom
from Spain just as the United States had
won its independence from England.

CUBANS REBEL AGAINST SPAIN
(Pages 346–347)

What happened when Cuba rebelled
against Spain?
Between 1868 and 1878, Cubans fought
their first war for independence from
Spain. The rebels did not win, but they did
force Spain to abolish slavery in 1886.
After that, United States capitalists
invested heavily in sugar cane plantations
in Cuba.
Sugar was the most important product of
Cuba. The United States was the main
market for the sugar. As long as the United
States did not charge a tariff on Cuban
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Although some Americans agreed that the
president was weak, they did not want to
hear this criticism from a Spanish official.
Only a few days after the letter was
published, something worse happened.
The battleship U.S.S. Maine was stationed
in Cuba to protect American lives and
property. On February 15, 1898, the ship
exploded. The ship sank, and 260 officers
and crew on board died. The cause of the
explosion was not known. However,
newspapers blamed Spain. Americans
cried for war.

1. How did Cuba’s two wars for
independence affect American
business interests?
______________________________
______________________________
WAR FEVER ESCALATES
(Pages 347–348)

Why did Americans become angry
with Spain?
In 1896, Spain sent an army to Cuba to
restore order. The army was led by
General Valeriano Weyler. Weyler
rounded up the entire rural population of
central and western Cuba. He kept
300,000 people as prisoners in
concentration camps. That way they could
not help the rebels. Many of them died of
hunger and disease.
This story was widely reported in the
United States. Rival newspapers in New
York made the terrible events sound even
worse. They exaggerated the brutality of
the story in order to attract readers. These
sensational stories became known as
yellow journalism—reporting that
exaggerates the news in order to make it
more exciting.
William McKinley became president in
1897. At that time, many Americans
wanted the United States to help the rebels
against Spain. McKinley tried to find a
peaceful solution to the crisis. His efforts
had several positive results. Spain sent
General Weyler home, changed the
concentration camp policy, and gave Cuba
limited self-government.
Then two events made Americans very
angry at Spain. The first was the
publication of a letter that insulted the
American president. The de Lôme letter
was written by a Spanish diplomat. It
criticized McKinley for being weak.

2. What two events led Americans to call
for war against Spain?
______________________________
______________________________
WAR WITH SPAIN ERUPTS
(Pages 348–351)

Where and when did the fighting take
place?
On April 20, 1898, the United States
went to war with Spain. The first battle
took place in the Philippines. The
Philippines had been a Spanish colony for
300 years. They had rebelled many times.
In 1896, they began another rebellion.
On May 1, 1898, the American naval
commander George Dewey sailed into
Manila Bay in the Philippines. His ships
destroyed the Spanish fleet there. In the
next two months, U.S. soldiers fought on
the side of the Filipino rebels. The Spanish
surrendered to the United States in
August.
In Cuba, the American navy blocked off
the harbor of Santiago de Cuba. Spanish
ships could not leave. Then American
troops landed on the island in June 1898.
One unit of volunteer soldiers was
called the Rough Riders. Theodore
Roosevelt was one of their leaders. They
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McKinley was in favor of it. But some
Americans said annexing territories
violated the spirit of the Declaration of
Independence by denying self-government
to the new territories. Booker
T. Washington and Samuel Gompers also
opposed the treaty. The Senate approved
the treaty on February 6, 1899.

helped win the important battle of San
Juan Hill. American newspapers made
Roosevelt a hero.
When the Spanish ships tried to leave
the harbor, their fleet was destroyed. This
led the Spanish to surrender on July 25.
Spain quickly agreed to a peace treaty.
The Treaty of Paris granted Cuba its
independence. Spain gave Puerto Rico and
the Pacific island of Guam to the United
States. The United States paid Spain $20
million for the annexation of the
Philippine Islands. The Treaty of Paris
touched off a great debate in the United
States about imperialism. President

3. What three territories did the United
States get from the war with Spain?
______________________________
______________________________
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As you read about the Spanish-American War, write notes in the
appropriate boxes to answer the questions about its causes and effects.
Causes: How did each of the following help to cause the outbreak of the
Spanish-American War?
1. American business owners

2. José Martí

3. Valeriano Weyler

4. Yellow journalism

5. De Lôme letter

6. U.S.S. Maine

Effects: What happened to each of the following territories as a result of the
Spanish-American War?
7. Cuba

8. Puerto Rico

9. Guam

10. Philippine Islands
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America Claims an Empire
Section 4

America as a World Power

3/19

Terms and Names
Panama Canal A channel across Central America, between the Atlantic and Pacific

Oceans, opened in 1914
Roosevelt Corollary Roosevelt’s 1904 extension of the Monroe Doctrine, stating that

the United States has the right to protect its economic interests in South and Central
America by using military force
dollar diplomacy The policy of intervening in other countries to protect U.S. business

interests
Francisco “Pancho” Villa Mexican revolutionary
Emiliano Zapata Mexican rebel
John J. Pershing U.S. general who led troops to capture Villa

Before You Read
In the last section, you learned about the growth of American
imperialism. In this section, you will learn how Roosevelt and Wilson
used American military and economic power.

As You Read
Use a chart to take notes on how Teddy Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson
used American power around the world.
TEDDY ROOSEVELT AND THE
WORLD (Pages 359–363)
How did Roosevelt use American
power?
In 1901, President McKinley was
assassinated, and Theodore Roosevelt
became president. Roosevelt continued the
policies of imperialism. He first used U.S.
influence to help settle the Russo-Japanese
War.
The war began in 1904. Both Russia
and Japan wanted to control Korea. Japan
captured Korea and also invaded
Manchuria, which was controlled by
Russia.
Then Japan wanted to stop the fighting.
The Japanese asked President Roosevelt to
mediate the conflict. In 1905,

representatives of Russia and Japan met.
Roosevelt used his personal charm to help
them negotiate a compromise. They signed
a treaty, and Roosevelt received the 1906
Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts.
Roosevelt also used his influence to
help build the Panama Canal. The idea of
a canal connecting the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans had been discussed for some time.
Such a canal would cut travel time for
military and commercial ships. Ships
would no longer have to go all the way
around South America in order to get from
one ocean to the other.
The narrow Isthmus of Panama was a
logical place to cut a canal. Political
problems stood in the way, however.
Panama was a province of Colombia.
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this kind of intervention called it dollar
diplomacy.

When Colombia did not agree to the canal,
the United States helped Panama to rebel
against Colombia. Panama became
independent. Then the United States got
Panama’s permission to build the canal.
Construction of the Panama Canal was
one of the world’s greatest engineering
accomplishments. Work began in 1904
and took 10 years. In 1913, there were
43,400 workers on the project. The work
was hard and dangerous.
On August 15, 1914, the canal opened
for business. It was a success from the
start. More than 1,000 ships passed
through during its first year. However,
relations between the United States and
Latin America had been damaged by the
takeover of Panama.
President Roosevelt wanted the United
States to be the major power in the
Caribbean and Central America. He
declared his policy in a message to
Congress in 1904. His statement was
called the Roosevelt Corollary. A
corollary is a logical result of another
statement, in this case the Monroe
Doctrine of 1823. That doctrine had said
the United States would not allow
European influence in the Western
Hemisphere. Roosevelt now said that the
United States had the right to intervene in
Latin American countries to protect U.S.
business interests.
In 1911, President Taft used this policy
in Nicaragua. A rebellion had left the
country in debt. Taft arranged for U.S.
bankers to loan Nicaragua money. In
exchange, American business took control
of the railroads and banks in the country.
They also collected Nicaragua’s custom
duties.
Nicaraguans did not like this
arrangement. They rebelled. The United
States then sent troops to Nicaragua to
preserve the peace. Those who did not like

1. What are two ways Roosevelt used
U.S. power in other countries?
_______________________________
_______________________________
WOODROW WILSON’S
MISSIONARY DIPLOMACY
(Pages 363–365)

Why did President Wilson send
troops to Mexico?
President Woodrow Wilson took a step
beyond Presidents Monroe and Roosevelt
by adding a moral tone to Latin American
policy. He said that the United States must
act in certain circumstances.
This so-called “missionary diplomacy”
meant that the United States could not
officially recognize governments that were
oppressive, undemocratic, or opposed to
U.S. business interests. The new doctrine
put pressure on countries to have
democratic governments. A revolution in
Mexico tested this policy
In 1910, Mexican peasants and workers
rebelled against their military dictator.
Two new governments followed, the
second headed by General Victoriano
Huerta.
Wilson refused to support the Huerta
government because it came to power
through violence.
Wilson sent in troops. When a new
leader, Venustiano Carranza, took power
in Mexico, Wilson withdrew the troops.
Mexico remained in turmoil. Under the
leadership of Francisco “Pancho” Villa
and Emiliano Zapata, rebels revolted
against Carranza. Some of Villa’s
followers killed Americans. The United
States wanted to capture Villa.
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Mexico showed how far the United States
was willing to go to protect its economic
interests.
In the early 20th century, the U.S.
pursued several foreign policy goals. It
expanded its access to foreign markets. It
built a modern navy to protect its interest
abroad. It used its international police
power to get its way in Latin America.

Finally the Mexican government gave
permission to send in troops. Wilson sent
General John J. Pershing with 15,000
soldiers. A year later, Villa was still free.
Wilson then stationed 150,000 National
Guardsmen along the border.
Mexicans were angered by the U.S.
invasion. In 1916, U.S. troops fought with
Carranza’s army. In 1917, Wilson
withdrew U.S. troops. At that time, he was
facing possible war in Europe.
Finally, Mexico adopted a constitution.
The Mexicans regained control of their
own resources and put limits on foreign
investment. American intervention in

2. What were two reasons Wilson sent
troops to Mexico?
_______________________________
_______________________________
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As you read this section, write notes summarizing the effects of American
military, diplomatic, and economic power around the world.
ROOSEVELT’S “BIG STICK” DIPLOMACY
American action taken

Consequences of that action

1. Treaty of Portsmouth is
negotiated. (Peace between
Russia and Japan)

2. U.S. warships are used to
ensure Panama’s
independence.

3. Panama Canal is built.

4. Roosevelt Corollary is
adopted.

WILSON’S “MISSIONARY” DIPLOMACY
American action taken

Consequences of that action

5. Wilson uses a minor incident
with Mexico as an excuse to
occupy Veracruz.

6. Wilson recognizes the
Carranza government.

7. Wilson refuses Carranza’s
demand to withdraw U.S.
troops sent into Mexico to
capture Villa.

Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.

154

Guided Reading Workbook

Name _____________________________ Class _________________ Date __________________

The First World War
Section 1

World War I Begins

3/20

Terms and Names
nationalism A devotion to the interests and culture of one’s nation
militarism Building up armed forces to prepare for war
Allies One side in World War I: Great Britain, France, and Russia, later joined by

the U.S.
Central Powers One side in World War I: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman

Empire
Archduke Franz Ferdinand Young heir whose assassination triggered the war
no man’s land The space between armies fighting each other
trench warfare Fighting between fortified ditches
Lusitania British passenger ship attacked and sunk by Germans
Zimmermann note Message proposing an alliance between Germany and Mexico

Before You Read
In the last section, you learned how Presidents Roosevelt and Wilson
used American power around the world. In this section, you will read
how war broke out in Europe while the United States tried to remain
neutral.

As You Read
Use a chart to take notes on the causes of World War I.
meant using them as a tool for negotiating
with other countries.
The fourth cause was the alliance system.
Some countries in Europe had made treaties
promising to defend each other. These
mutual-defense treaties placed European
countries in two main groups. The Allies
were made up of France, Great Britain, and
Russia. The Central Powers were made up
of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the
Ottoman Empire.

CAUSES OF WORLD WAR I
(Pages 372-374)

What conditions led to war?
Four main factors led to the outbreak of
World War I in Europe. The first was
nationalism—the belief that the interests
of a single country were more important
than cooperation among countries. This
led to competition.
The second cause was imperialism.
Countries tried to increase the power and
influence around the world. This led to
conflicts among them.
The third main cause was militarism.
Militarism meant building up armies,
navies, and other armed forces. It also

1. Name two causes of World War I.
______________________________
______________________________
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3. Why did the fighting take place in
France?

AN ASSASSINATION LEADS TO
WAR (Page 374)
What sparked the war?
In 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand
was assassinated. He had been the heir to
the throne of Austria-Hungary. His killer
was a Serb who wanted to unite all Serbs
(including those in Austria-Hungary)
under one government. This touched off
an action to punish Serbia.
The alliance system pulled one nation
after another into the conflict. If a nation
had sworn to protect another, it had to
declare war on that nation’s enemies.
Germany and Austria-Hungary were
facing France, Great Britain, and Russia.

______________________________
______________________________
AMERICANS QUESTION
NEUTRALITY (Page 377)
How did Americans feel?
In the United States, public opinion
about the war was strong but divided.
Socialists saw the war as an imperialist
struggle between German and English
businessmen. Pacifists believed that all
wars were bad. They urged the United
States to set an example for peace. Many
other Americans simply did not want to
send their sons to war.
Many naturalized U.S. citizens still had
ties to the countries they came from. Many
immigrants from Germany, for example,
sympathized with Germany.
Americans tended to sympathize with
Great Britain and France. They shared a
common language and heritage with
Britain. They were horrified at Germany’s
brutal attack on Belgium. And they had
strong economic ties with the Allies.

2. Why did the assassination lead to
fighting?
______________________________
______________________________
THE FIGHTING STARTS
(Pages 374–376)

Where did the fighting begin?
Germany began by invading Belgium. It
planned to overrun France and then to
attack Russia. The British and French
could not save Belgium. They did,
however, manage to stop Germany’s
advance.
By the spring of 1915, two lines of deep
trenches had developed in France.
Germans occupied one line. The Allies
occupied the other line. Between the two
lines lay “no man’s land.” The soldiers
would climb out of their trenches and try
to overrun enemy lines. They did this
while facing machine-gun fire and poison
gas.
This bloody trench warfare continued
for more than three years. Neither side
gained territory, but more than one million
soldiers died.

4. What were three things that influenced
Americans’ feelings about the war?
______________________________
______________________________
THE WAR HITS HOME (Pages 378–379)
How did the war affect Americans?
The war affected American shipping.
Great Britain set up a blockade along the
German coast to keep goods from getting
through. American ships would not
challenge Britain’s blockade. German
U-boats attacked ships from all nations.
A U-boat sank the British ship Lusitania,
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Zimmermann note, a telegram that
proposed an alliance between Germany
and Mexico against the United States.
Third, the replacement of the Russian
monarchy with a representative
government allowed Americans to
characterize the war as a struggle of
democracies against brutal monarchies.
On April 6, 1917, at President Wilson’s
request, Congress declared war on
Germany.

killing more than a thousand people,
including 128 Americans.
5. In what ways did the war affect
American citizens?
______________________________
______________________________
THE UNITED STATES DECLARES
WAR (Pages 379–380)
Why did the U.S. join the war?
Three incidents brought the United
States into the war. First, in January 1917,
Germany announced it would sink all
ships in British waters on sight whether
they were hostile or neutral. Second,
British agents intercepted the

6. What are the three incidents that led
the United States to declare war?
______________________________
______________________________
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As you read this section, take notes to answer questions about the
international politics that led to war in Europe.
How did the following help to ignite the war in Europe?
1. Nationalism

2. Imperialism

3. Militarism

4. Alliances

5. Assassination
of Archduke
Ferdinand

Why did the following groups of Americans tend to oppose U.S. participation
in the war?
6. Naturalized
citizens

7. Socialists

8. Pacifists

9. Parents

What did the following nations do to encourage U.S. participation in the war?
10. Britain

11. Germany

12. Russia
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The First World War
Section 2

American Power Tips
the Balance

3/23

Terms and Names
Selective Service Act Law requiring men to register for military service
convoy system Having merchant ships travel in groups protected by warships
American Expeditionary Force The name given to the American military force that

fought in World War I
General John J. Pershing The commander of the American Expeditionary force
Eddie Rickenbacker Famous American fighter pilot
Alvin York American war hero
conscientious objector A person who believes fighting is wrong and therefore does not

want to serve in the military
armistice Truce agreement

Before You Read
In the last section, you learned how the United States was drawn into the
war. In this section, you will read how Americans prepared to fight and
how they helped the Allies win.

As You Read
Use a web diagram to take notes on how Americans responded to the
war.
AMERICA MOBILIZES

units, but some blacks were trained as
officers. Blacks were among the first to
receive the French honor of the Croix de
Guerre.
Women were not drafted. The army
would not let them join. But the navy
accepted women in noncombat positions.
Woman served as nurses, secretaries, and
telephone operators.
The U.S. built ships to transport men
and supplies to Europe. Shipyard workers
were exempted from the draft and the
importance of their work was publicized.
Prefabrication techniques were used to
speed the production of ships.

(Pages 381–383)

How did the U.S. prepare for war?
The United States first needed to build
up its armed forces. When war was
declared, only about 200,000 men were in
service. To solve this problem, Congress
passed the Selective Service Act. It
required men to register with the
government so that some of them could be
selected for military service. This
process—called the draft—put about 3
million men in uniform.
Many African Americans served in the
military. They were placed in separate
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Eddie Rickenbacker was an American
ace pilot. He fought in 34 air battles and
shot down 26 enemy planes.

1. How did the United States build up its
armed forces?
______________________________

3. Name two new weapons used in the
war.

______________________________

_______________________________

AMERICA TURNS THE TIDE

_______________________________

(Page 383)

How did the United States help?
To reduce the loss of ships to German
submarine attacks, the United States
and Britain began to use the convoy
system. In this system, merchant ships
traveled in a large group guarded by
naval vessels.
American soldiers helped turn the tide
of battle in Europe. The Allies had
absorbed many casualties and were
running out of men. Thousands of fresh
American soldiers were eager for battle.

THE WAR INTRODUCES NEW
HAZARDS (Page 385)
What made World War I hard for
soldiers?
New weapons and tactics made World
War I very destructive. Soldiers faced
miserable conditions, including filth,
trench foot, trench mouth, “shell shock”
from constant bombardment, vermin,
poison gas, and disease.
4. What hardships did soldiers face in
World War I?

2. How did the United States help the
Allies?

_______________________________

______________________________

_______________________________

______________________________

AMERICAN TROOPS GO ON THE
OFFENSIVE (Pages 386–387)
How did American troops help end
the war?
American soldiers arrived in Europe just
in time to stop a German advance on Paris.
One soldier from Tennessee, Alvin York,
became a war hero for his actions in battle.
At the start, York had been a conscientious
objector (a person who opposes war on
moral grounds), but he then agreed to fight.
For his actions in battle he was promoted to
sergeant and became a celebrity when he
returned to the U.S.

FIGHTING “OVER THERE”
(Pages 384–385)

What new weapons were used?
The American Expeditionary Force was
led by General John J. Pershing. American
infantrymen were called doughboys because
of the white belts they wore and cleaned with
pipe clay, or “dough.”
New weapons played a decisive role in
the war. The two most innovative weapons
were the tank and the airplane. Air warfare
developed rapidly during the war. Pilots
went from shooting at each other with
pistols to using mounted machine guns.
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Section 2, continued

5. How did American troops help end the
war?

Germany, exhausted from the war,
finally agreed to an armistice on
November 11, 1918. The war took a
bloody toll, killing more than 22 million
and causing untold suffering.

_______________________________
_______________________________
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Section 2, continued

As you read this section, write notes to answer questions about the
American experience in World War I.
1. How did the United States raise an army?

2. How did U.S. soldiers help win the war?

3. How did the United States build its naval
force?

4. How did the U.S. Navy help win the war?

5. What new weapons of mechanized warfare threatened those in combat?

6. What did the war cost in terms of the
number of...
civilian
deaths?

military
deaths?

injuries?

7. What were the estimated economic costs?

refugees?
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The First World War
Section 3

The War at Home

3/24

Terms and Names
War Industries Board Agency to improve efficiency in war-related industries
Bernard M. Baruch Leader of the War Industries Board
propaganda A kind of biased communication designed to influence people’s thoughts

and actions
George Creel Head of the Committee on Public Information (CPI), the government’s

propaganda agency
Espionage and Sedition Acts Laws that enacted harsh penalties against anyone

opposing U.S. participation in World War I
Great Migration Movement of many African Americans to northern cities from the

South in the early 1900s

Before You Read
In the last section, you learned how the United States fought in World
War I. In this section, you will read about how the war changed
American society at home.

As You Read
Use a chart to take notes on the changes the war brought about for
African Americans, women, and immigrants.
CONGRESS GIVES POWER TO
WILSON (Pages 388–390)
How did business and government
work together?
To fight the war, the United States
needed the help of industry. The economy
had to change from making consumer
goods to making weapons and war
supplies. Congress gave President Wilson
direct control over much of the economy.
He had the power to fix prices and to
regulate war-related industries.
Wilson created the War Industries
Board (WIB) and named Bernard M.
Baruch to run it. This agency helped
boost industrial production by 20 percent.
Other federal agencies also regulated the
economy for the war effort. The Railroad

Administration controlled the nation’s
railroads. The Fuel Administration
watched over the use of coal, gasoline, and
heating oil.
Wages in some industries went up. But
workers in other jobs lost money because
of inflation. As a result, many workers
joined unions. Wilson established the
National War Labor Board. This agency
worked to settle disputes between
management and labor. It also helped to
improve working conditions.
Another new agency, the Food
Administration, was established to help
produce and conserve food supplies. It
encouraged people to grow their own
food. It taught them to eat differently.
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Section 3, continued

Some towns with German names changed
them.
Congress passed the Espionage and
Sedition Acts to punish people who did
not support the war effort. People could
not interfere with the draft or obstruct the
sale of war bonds. They could not even
speak against the war effort.
These laws violated the spirit of the
First Amendment, which guarantees
freedom of speech. The law led to 6,000
arrests and 1,500 convictions for antiwar
activities.
The chief targets of the Espionage and
Sedition Acts were socialists and union
leaders. Labor leader Eugene V. Debs was
jailed for making a speech about the
economic causes of the war. The Industrial
Workers of the World urged workers to
strike. This was considered an antiwar
activity, and they received jail sentences.

Americans were able to send more food to
the Allies.
1. How did Wilson control the economy?
______________________________
______________________________
SELLING THE WAR (Pages 390–391)
How did the government win over
public opinion?
The government needed to raise money
for the war. They did this by increasing
several kinds of taxes and by selling war
bonds. Thousands of volunteers sold the
bonds. Famous people spoke at rallies to
promote the sales. Newspapers and
billboards carried advertisements free of
charge.
To popularize the war, the government
created the Committee on Public
Information (CPI). It was the nation’s first
propaganda agency. The agency was
headed by George Creel. He had been a
muckraking journalist. He used artists and
advertising people to create thousands of
posters, paintings, and cartoons to promote
the war. He distributed pamphlets in many
languages.

3. How did the Espionage and Sedition
Acts contradict the First Amendment?
_______________________________
_______________________________
THE WAR ENCOURAGES SOCIAL
CHANGE (Pages 392–395)
How did the war affect women and
African Americans?
The war brought many social changes
for African Americans and women.
African-American leaders were divided
over the war. W. E. B. Du Bois believed
that helping the war effort would help the
fight for equality. Others believed that
blacks should not help a government that
did not support equality for everyone.
The war sped up the Great Migration.
This was the movement of thousands of
African Americans from the South to
cities of the North. They wanted to escape

2. How did the U.S. government pay for
the war?
______________________________
______________________________
ATTACKS ON CIVIL LIBERTIES
INCREASE (Pages 391–392)
How did the war affect civil liberties?
The war brought out anti-immigrant
feelings. Immigrants from Germany were
often targeted for attack. Americans with
German-sounding names lost their jobs.
Orchestras refused to play German music.
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Section 3, continued

Also during the war, a worldwide flu
epidemic, probably spread by American
soldiers, killed 500,000 Americans and
caused disruptions in the American
economy.

racial discrimination. They also wanted to
find jobs in Northern industries.
American women played new roles during
the war. They did jobs that had previously
been done only by men. They worked as
truck drivers, cooks, dockworkers, and
builders. Women volunteered in the Red
Cross and sold war bonds.
Women’s activities made them more
visible. They were not paid the same as
men. But, soon after the war, Congress
finally passed an amendment giving them
the right to vote.

4. How did women’s roles change during
the war?
_______________________________
_______________________________
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
_____ left on the
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights Period:
of individuals

homefront?
INSTRUCTIONS:

3/25

Read the Background Information. Then, view each of the documents and answer the questions that follow.

Developed
2017 a MELCon paragraph citing at least two documents answering the big question: To
Finally, you July
will write
what extent
did World War I impact the agricultural (farming) economy, foodways, and social rights of
Teacher
Guide
individuals left on the homefront?

Background Information:
During the late 1800s farmers in the United States struggled with low crop prices due to
overproduction. Mechanization allowed farmers to cultivate more land while reducing the
number of laborers needed to work the land. African Americans were significantly impacted by
the agricultural depression as they were locked in the sharecropping system of the American
South with little opportunities in other industries and the inability to move to other regions to
improve their condition in life. Jim Crow laws kept African Americans socially segregated and
voter suppression through poll taxes and literacy tests excluded African Americans from
expressing their voices politically. Women were also fighting for equality during this time as
. K
,
antebellum period under the leadership of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Motte as well as
others.
In Europe mechanization was modernizing militaries across the continent and secret alliances
were being formed among the countries. Russia, England, and France aligned together while
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey also formed an alliance. With the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary Europe and the world descended into war due to
the alliance system. The United States attempted to remain neutral, but would eventually enter
the war due to unrestricted submarine warfare used by Germany to disrupt transportation and
shipping in the North Atlantic. In April of 1917 the United States officially declared war and
entered World War I allied with Britain, France, and Russia.
The enlistment of white men in the military created a need for a new source of employees for
industry across the nation. New opportunities were created for women and African Americans in
the workplace and in society. War also brought restrictions on Constitutional rights through laws
passed by Congress and actions of the government in the late 1910s and early 1920s. The
documents in this packet reflect impacts upon daily life for Americans on the home front.

Complete document questions on 3/25 and 3/26.
Write essay 3/27-3/30.
The documents are presented thematically and not chronologically. The rationale behind this was
toDUE
group the3/30.
documents in a way that fit with the question. Students will not have to search
Note on documents

through the entire packet when analyzing a particular part of the question.
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document A
United States Food Administration Poster. Retrieved from:
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3g09663/

1. Explain how eating fish helps the wartime conservation efforts in the United States.

2. How would the creation of wartime agencies--like the Food Administration to control food supply--be
seen by present day political parties (Republicans, Democrats)?

4

Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document B
Recipe published during World War I to reduce the amount of meat consumed by Americans on
the home front. Retrieved from: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/victoryrecipes/

3. Make inferences of the roles and duties of the Food Administration based upon this document.

5

Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document C:
Chart illustrating tractor production from 1909 to 1970 produced by W
,W
. E
H
T
U
S
. EH.N E
,
R
W
.
March 26, 2008. Retrieved from: https://eh.net/encyclopedia/economic-history-of-tractors-in-theunited-states/.

4. Write a brief analysis of the data presented in the graph for the decade preceding World War I (about
1905-1915) through the decade following the war (about 1920-1930). When did tractor production peak
during that era?

5. What impact could the data displayed in the graph have had on farm workers across the United States
during World War I?
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document D:
The following document is a selected portion of a newspaper article entitled Production of farm
machinery and labor supply must be protected.

The Lancaster News., August 14, 1917, Page 4, Image 4
About The Lancaster news. (Lancaster, S.C.) 1905-current

Image provided by: University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

6. What argument does the article make?

7. Do you agree with the article? Defend your position.
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017

Document E:
This painting was produced by Jacob Lawrence. It is entitled Migration of the Negro, Panel No. 1, 194041. While it was produced after World War I, it is applicable for events occurring at the time. Retrieved
from: http://www.phillipscollection.org/research/american_art/artwork/LawrenceMigration_Panel_01+.htm.

8. What event is portrayed in the painting?

9. What social and political push factors led to the black migration to Northern cities of the early to
mid-20th century?
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document F:
This document is a letter from an African American living in the south wishing to move north.

10. What reasons does the writer of the letter give for wanting to move to Chicago?

11. Why does he not want the letter to be published in the newspaper?

12. Differentiate between push and pull factors. List at least three push factors and three pull factors that
this individual would have used when deciding the future of his family.
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document G:
The following is an excerpt from the Sedition Act. Source: United States, Statutes at Large,
Washington, D.C., 1918, Vol. XL, pp 553 ff.

W
,
U
S
,
reports or false statements with intent to interfere with the operation or success of
the military or naval forces of the United States, or to promote the success of its
enemies, or shall willfully make or convey false reports, or false statements, ...or
incite insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty, in the military or
naval forces of the United States, or shall willfully obstruct ...the recruiting or
enlistment service of the United States, or ...shall willfully utter, print, write, or
publish any disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or abusive language about the form of
government of the United States, or the Constitution of the United States, or the
military or naval forces of the United States ...or shall willfully display the flag of
any foreign enemy, or shall willfully ...urge, incite, or advocate any curtailment of
production ...or advocate, teach, defend, or suggest the doing of any of the acts or
things in this section enumerated and whoever shall by word or act support or
favor the cause of any country with which the United States is at war or by word or
act oppose the cause of the United States therein, shall be punished by a fine of not
$10,000
20
,
....
13. Write a summary of the law stated in document G in your own words.

14. What factors during this time period do you think led to the passage of such a law?
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document H:

The following document is a statement made by Eugene Debs following his
prosecution for violation of the Sedition Act. 1918.
I believe, Your Honor, in common with all Socialists, that
this nation ought to own and control its own industries. I
believe, as all Socialists do, that all things that are jointly
needed and used ought to be jointly owned that industry, the
basis of our social life, instead of being the private property of a
few and operated for their enrichment, ought to be the common
property of all, democratically administered in the interest of

I am opposing a social order in which it is possible for one
man who does absolutely nothing that is useful to amass a
fortune of hundreds of millions of dollars, while millions of
men and women who work all the days of their lives secure
barely enough for a wretched existence.
This order of things cannot always endure. I have registered
my protest against it. I recognize the feebleness of my effort,
but, fortunately, I am not alone. There are multiplied thousands
of others who, like myself, have come to realize that before we
may truly enjoy the blessings of civilized life, we must
reorganize society upon a mutual and cooperative basis; and to
this end we have organized a great economic and political
movement that spreads over the face of all the earth.
15.Delivered:
From our earlier
studies18,
of U.S.
September
1918history as well as this document, write a brief identifying statement
forFirst
Eugene
Debs.
Who
was
he?
What did he believe?
Published: 1918

Source: Court Stenogropher
Online Version: E.V. Debs Internet Archive, 2001
Markup:
Metzthat
foristhe
Illinois in
Socialist
Party Debs
& David
16.Transcribed/HTML
Explain the economic position
heldJohn
by Debs
evidenced
this statement
beforeArchive
the court.
Walters for the Marxists Internet Archive Debs Archive
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017

Document I:

The Lancaster News., August 10, 1917, Page 6, Image 6
About The Lancaster news. (Lancaster, S.C.) 1905-current

Image provided by: University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

17. Why is the individual so
concerned about rumors? What
evidence can you find in the article to
the seriousness of the writer?

18. Think of a time when rumors
were spread about you. How did this
make you feel? Put yourself in the
situation of this individual, why do
you feel it is vital to clear your name?
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document J:
This poster was created by the National War Work Campaign. Retrieved from:
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.40823/

19. Explain how World War I
expanded economic opportunities for
women.

20. What evidence do you see in the
poster for varying types of industry
employing women during this time?
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document K:
This political cartoon was produced to illustrate the social climate of the 1910s. Retrieved from:
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.02919/

21. What is the main point of the political cartoon? Provide evidence to support your answer.
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Evaluate the impacts of World War I on the United States. To what extent did World War I
impact the agricultural economy, foodways, and social rights of individuals left on the
homefront?
Developed July 2017
Document L:

The Lancaster News., August 21, 1917, Page 4, Image 4
About The Lancaster news. (Lancaster, S.C.) 1905-current

Image provided by: University of South Carolina; Columbia, SC

22. Summarize the article in your own words.

23. Why do you think that a general in the military wrote this article?
15
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