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RICHARD ALLEN was born in Philadelphia. He was
an African American preacher. Richard Allen and his
friends began the first African American church. It
was called the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Richard Allen also opened a school for African
American children. He was a good citizen. He was
given awards for helping African Americans in many
ways.

Richard Allen
(1760-1831)
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Alexander
Graham Bell
(1847-1922)

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL was born in Scotland.
Alexander Graham Bell’s father created a way to
teach the deaf to speak. The deaf are people who
cannot hear. Alexander Graham Bell came to
America. He also taught the deaf to speak. He used
his father’s way of teaching. Alexander Graham Bell
wanted to send speech sounds over a wire. He
spent months trying to make a machine that sent
sound. He worked with a man named Thomas
Watson. One day Watson heard Bell’s voice over the
machine. Alexander Graham Bell had invented the
telephone. The telephone changed the way people
talk to each other. Our lives would not be the same
without the telephone!
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Thomas Edison
(1847-1931)

THOMAS EDISON was born when there were no
light bulbs. There also were no movies or recorded
music. Thomas Edison changed all of that. He
invented all of those things. As a child, Thomas was
taught at home by his mother. He always loved to
try new things and experiment. He came up with his
first invention when he was 21. After selling an
invention, Thomas Edison built the world’s first
research laboratory. Over 60 inventors worked
there. During his life, Edison invented more than
1,000 things. He was one of the greatest inventors
in the world.
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Benjamin
Franklin
(1706-1790)

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was a printer, inventor,
founding father and good citizen. He only went to
school one year. He then helped his brother, who
was a printer. Benjamin Franklin began his own print
shop and newspaper. He served his community by
helping start the first post office. He helped start the
fire department, too. Benjamin Franklin was also an
inventor. He invented glasses, a “Franklin stove,”
and the lightning rod. He served this country by
helping write the Declaration of Independence and
Constitution. Benjamin Franklin was a great citizen
and great American.
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Sam Houston

SAM HOUSTON was the first President of the
Republic of Texas. He was also elected Governor of
Texas. Before he came to Texas, he lived in
Tennessee. In Tennessee he was a war hero and was
elected governor. Sam Houston led the Texas Army
at the Battle of San Jacinto. His forces defeated
Santa Anna and won independence from Mexico.
Sam Houston was a Texas hero. The city of Houston,
Texas, was named after him.

(1793-1863)
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Francis Scott
Key

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY wrote a poem that became our
national anthem. He watched the British bomb Fort
McHenry in 1812. He saw that a big American flag
was still flying after the long battle. Francis Scott Key
was so impressed that he wrote a poem about that
flag. His poem was popular, and people sang it to a
tune. It became the “Star-Spangled Banner.” Francis
Scott Key was a good citizen, who wrote our national
song.

(1779-1843)
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Martin Luther
King Jr.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. was an African American
minister. When he was a child, his white friends
could not play with him. At this time many African
Americans were treated unfairly. Martin Luther King
Jr. used peaceful ways to get unfair laws changed.
Martin Luther King Jr. led many marches for
freedom. He gave a famous speech called “I Have a
Dream.” He was a good citizen who tried to help our
nation.

(1929-1968)
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Abraham
Lincoln
(1809-1865)

ABRAHAM LINCOLN was the 16th President of the
United States. He was born in a log cabin. He loved
to read. Abraham Lincoln studied law when he was
older. He was later elected to the U.S. Congress.
Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860. A
year later, the Civil War began. The northern states
fought against the southern states. Abraham Lincoln
signed an important order. It said that all slaves in
the South were free. The northern states won the
war. Not everyone was happy that the slaves were
free. John Wilkes Booth did not agree with Lincoln.
He shot Abraham Lincoln while Lincoln was at Ford’s
Theater. Lincoln was one of our greatest presidents
and was a good leader.
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Garrett Morgan
(1877-1963)

GARRETT MORGAN was an inventor. He invented a
three-way traffic signal. It controlled traffic at road
crossings. Garrett Morgan’s most famous invention
was a gas mask. The gas mask helped people
breathe safely if there was smoke or gas. Garrett
Morgan’s gas mask was important. Some workers
were trapped in a tunnel after an explosion. Garrett
Morgan used the gas mask to free 32 workers. He
got a medal for being a hero. Garrett Morgan’s gas
mask was made better. Soldiers in World War l used
it, and it saved lives. Garrett Morgan was a good
citizen. He worked for equal rights for African
Americans.
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Eleanor
Roosevelt
(1884-1962)

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT was called the “First Lady of
the World.”
She was always helping others.
Eleanor’s parents died when she was young. Her
grandmother raised her. Eleanor Roosevelt married
Franklin Roosevelt. He was elected President of the
United States. As First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt had
her own radio program. She also wrote newspaper
stories. Eleanor traveled and gathered facts to help
the president make good decisions.
Eleanor
Roosevelt was a good citizen. She helped the poor.
She visited American soldiers all over the world.
Eleanor Roosevelt fought for the rights for African
Americans and women. Eleanor Roosevelt spent her
life helping others.
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George
Washington
(1732-1799)

GEORGE WASHINGTON was the first President of
the United States. He was born on a large farm in
Virginia. George Washington had good manners and
learned to tell the truth. He liked the military and
exploring. George Washington’s wife was named
Martha. They lived on a large farm named Mount
Vernon. At this time, America was ruled by England.
America fought a war against England to be free.
George Washington was the commander of the
American army. The war lasted six years, and
America won. George Washington was a true hero
and a great leader.
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