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BANNER SEASON FOR MISSION VIEJO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
By Michael Margy
Photos by Cindy Williams
It turned out to be a banner season
for Mission Viejo Christian School’s
junior high boys’ flag football and
girls’ volleyball teams. In two heartstopping games, the Crusaders
pulled off the rare feat of winning
the Parochial Athletic League (PAL)
championships in both sports.
It began Thursday night, November
8, when Mission Viejo Christian
School (MVCS) girls’ volleyball
battled St. Angela Merici for the PAL
Small School title. The Crusaders
entered the championship match
having run through their first three
playoff opponents in six straight
games, St. Angela Merici seemed
unphased by this record and stormed
out to a seemingly insurmountable
23-17 lead in Game 1.
“The point by point intensity in
Game 1 was what makes competition
fun,” Mission Viejo Christian School
volleyball head coach Dawn Rentrop
said.
Trailing by six, Rentrop inserted
Maddy Wilford to serve. Wilford
served six straight points to tie
the score. From there, the teams
continued to trade points until the
Crusaders eventually pulled off the
32-30 victory.
“I’ve played and coached for 25
years and have never seen a match
with so much hard work, heart, and
excitement,” Rentrop said. “It took an
entire team effort on and off the court
to pull off the championship.”
The Crusaders clinched the
championship with a decisive 25-14
Game 2 victory.
Two days later, Mission Viejo
Christian School’s boys’ flag football
team traveled to Anaheim to face St.
Joseph Catholic School of Placentia
in the championship game. Head
coach Bob Sladek’s squad ran
through a perfect 10-0 regular
season, defeating its opponents by

Mission Viejo Christian School junior high football and cheerleading teams with the 2018
championship trophy.
The Crusaders would not be
an average score of 34-11, and the
After the game, Sladek had
first three games of the playoffs were denied, even on 4th and 21 with 15 nothing but praise for his undefeated
no different. The Crusaders defeated seconds remaining. Ruff was able to championship team. “The boys’
all three opponents by a combined step up into the pocket and launch championship football game was
score of 148-48 behind the efficient the ball toward the end zone, where the most exciting and intense game
passing of Max Ruff and clutch Frum made a leaping catch at the I have ever been a part of,” he said.
hands of receivers Riley Conerty and 5-yard line with 5 seconds left on the “Our team fought from behind the
clock. Sladek immediately called his entire game. These boys played with
Thomas Frum.
In the championship game, final timeout.
the heart of a champion and, in the
In the huddle, the long-time coach end, were rewarded with the league’s
the Crusaders found themselves
trailing, 16-6, in the second quarter, a knew exactly what to do: He let his highest honor – league champions!”
position the team had not been in the boys call the final play. When Ruff
Mission Viejo Christian School’s
entire season. A late second quarter found Conerty alone in the end robust athletic department offers
touchdown closed the gap, allowing zone, the coach knew he had made a wide array of sports teams for
Mission Viejo Christian School to the right call in clinching the 33-29 students. Beyond football and
stay close and set up a dramatic victory.
volleyball, students in grades 5-8
“When DeMarco (Love) went in may participate on the school’s
finish. With less than four minutes
remaining in the game, St. Joseph motion, I knew Riley was going to be basketball, soccer, and cheerleading
drove the length of the field in two open,” Ruff said. “I was just praying, teams. Additionally, students in
‘Please catch it.’”
minutes to take a 29-27 lead.
grades 3-8 may participate on the
cross-country team, and grades 1-8
on the spring track and field team.
Mission Viejo Christian School is
a private Christian school offering
classes for students from kindergarten
through eighth grade. This is their
25th year and the school has grown
to record enrollment, exceeding
425 students. In addition to having
a history of championship sports
teams, the school is known for its 21st
century learning environment and
enrichment programs in technology,
STEM, art, and music. The focus
is on educating and nurturing the
whole child, mind, heart, and body.
Students are trained from a biblical
perspective that focuses on their
character development and manners
as diligently as their academic
development.
More information about Mission
Viejo Christian School is available
on the school’s website (https://
www.missionviejochristian.com)
or by contacting the Admissions
Department at 949-465-1950 or
khollerbach@mvcschool.org. The
Mission Viejo Christian School 2018 girls volleyball champions pictured with their school will be hosting an open house/
preview night on January 31 from
assistant coach and head coach, Dawn Rentrop.
6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
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