Swartz Creek Schools
Welcome Back!
WELCOME TO THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR!
Dear SCCS Families,
It is such an awesome time of year as we all celebrate the arrival of another school year. It is a time for new
beginnings and also for exciting challenges for our students and staff. I hope you have had a restful and
enjoyable summer with your children, and I hope you are excited to entrust us with them for yet another
school year! As we ramp up and prepare for our students to arrive next week, I wanted to share a few topics
for you to be aware of as we start our year. Before we get into that, a few key dates to consider for your
calendars:
August 27 (Various evening times at each building) - Elementary Open H ouses
August 28 (PM ) - First day of school
August 28 (6- 7 PM ) - M iddle School Open H ouse
August 31 - N o School
September 3 - N o School (Labor Day)
September 4 (6- 7 PM ) - H igh School Open H ouse
October 9 & 11 - Elementary Parent/ Teacher Conferences

2018 SCCS BOND PROPOSAL
This N ovember 6, 2018, we will be asking our
community to consider a proposal to improve school
safety and security for our students, improve our
technology infrastructure and offerings to students, and
to improve their learning and extracurricular spaces. I
would like to give you a brief rundown on some of the
details of the school proposal so that you can stay
informed. You will be getting lots of information from
us, and we have many opportunities to ask questions and
get the information you need to make an informed vote.
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Please
Remember
to Vote!
November 6

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE
Back in 2017, we had a comprehensive facility study which laid out the existing state of our physical buildings
and sites. This study led to work groups and conversations about needs that we have around our school
district. The district has experienced two previous bond campaigns in the last 20 years that voters have
turned down. Both of the last two attempts were for large amounts of money to benefit a few glaring needs.
The last ballot request was in 2008 and the district was asking the community to consider $90 million dollars
for a new high school and auditorium. To this date, many of our facility needs are still the same, and now
even different needs arise when we consider the current state of our security and safety. When we considered
all of these factors, it became clear that the district needed to ask the community to consider a proposal to
address our glaring needs once again.
While we have had two failed bond proposals in our past, the last bond in Swartz Creek was in 1970. We feel
that this time is different than the last two proposals both in scope and in requested amount (this proposal is
almost half of what we asked for in our last proposal in 2008). This $48 million dollar ballot proposal will
impact every single building in our district, not just one or two. Please see the documents attached to this
communication for more information.
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SCOPE OF THE PROPOSAL
The primary emphasis for this bond proposal will be on
safety and security, but there are many other needs that we
would use the proposed funds for including technology,
classroom learning space, and our aging facilities. The
prioritized list of projects according to their percentages or
the total scope of the project are as follows:
Safety and Security
Repairs, Upgrades, Codes, and Efficiency
Classrooms and Learning
Athletic Facilities

39%
27%
23%
11%

VOTING DETAILS
Any registered voters within the Swartz Creek
Community School district boundaries can vote on
N ovember 6 for this proposal. In order to ensure
that you are registered to vote, or to register to vote
you can do so by visiting the county clerk. If you
would like to register to vote via mail, you can find
the application here. The last date to register to vote
in this election is October 9, 2018.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For extensive details on this project, please visit the official
2018 SCCS Bond website, please visit:
www.swartzcreekbond2018.com
In addition, we will be having opportunities to gain information at many of our school events and activities. The
informational brochure attached to this communication will
also give you a snapshot or overview of the proposal. We
have also scheduled five community town hall meetings
where community members are encouraged to come and
provide input as well as ask questions. The town hall
meetings around the district will be held at the following
times and locations:
September 6 - Elms Road Elementary School (6: 30 PM )
September 26 - Dieck Elementary School (6: 30 PM )
October 8 - Gaines Elementary School (6: 30 PM )
October 25 - M orrish Elementary School (6: 30 PM )
N ovember 5 - Syring Elementary School (6: 30 PM )
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INCREASED POLICE PRESENCE
In an effort to provide the best possible environment for students, we
want to enhance the amount of police coverage around our district.
While the district has and will continue to employ a full- time police
liaison officer, we are excited to announce that this year we will have
additional police presence around our district. This means that every
single building will be given some police support throughout the day
for visibility and safety purposes. Safety remains a top priority for us
and we will continue to emphasize this in our structures we put in
place to protect our children.

NEW SWARTZ CREEK VIRTUAL LEARNING CENTER
Swartz Creek Virtual Learning Center is four programs in one school. The Freedom Learning Program,
Explorer Program, H omeschool Connections, and
Adult Voyager Program work with students at any
level to help them learn, grow, and lead. Students take
online courses at the location of their choice while
having access to life coaches and academic supports.
H omeschool students have access to online classes
with labs such as Karate, swimming, and gymnastics.
Adults can earn their high school diploma or GED
with additional support to help them move into the
job market. The SCVLC is education for you at your
own pace no matter where you are in life!

THANK YOU FAMILIES!
We are very excited about this year, and we appreciate
you partnering with us to meet your child?s needs. We
are very thankful for our families and we want to
continue to be the best place for families to grow and
learn together. I look forward to seeing many of you
around our schools over the next couple weeks!
Thank you!
Ben M ainka, Superintendent
Go Dragons!!
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