DEAR LINCOLN FAMILIES:
We hope you enjoyed your days

1.

off!

Below are all the date changes due to the school closures:

February 7th (Thursday) - Early release day at
- teacher conferences.

11

:50a.m. because this is the new date of our

rescheduled parent

2.

February 8th (Friday;

3.

February 13th (Wednesday)

4.

February 22"d (Friday) - Rescheduled 1't semesterl2"d quarter Awards Ceremony. Grades
from 1:00p.m. - 2:00p.m. Grades 3 - 5 are from 1:00p.m. - 2:00p.m.

-

Early release day at 11:50a.m. and PTA's Winter Carnival at 6:00p.m.

-

The rescheduled date for Jump Rope for Hearl.

K_ 2 are

LINCOLN'S PARENT - TEACHER ASSOCIATION
You can help support our PTA in the following ways:

l. Volunteer to participate in the Winter Carnival on 2/8/19 - We are looking for volunteers to help run the
PTA's Winter Camival. If you are interested in helping, please contact Ms. Markovic at zdrale23@gmail.com
or 708-567-3929.

- Teacher Association efQ - The PTA provides our students and their families
with invaluable support! Please stop by the front office to complete a registration form. You can also call the
front office at708-783-4600 and we will send a registration form home with your child.
2. Join the Lincoln's Parent

5

ESSENTIAL SURVEY

Until February 15th, parents, students, and teachers across Illinois have an opportunity to participate in the
annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. This survey is designed to generate a detailed picture of the inner
workings of a school. This opportunity will allow you to share your thoughts on the important elements of
school effectiveness. Please use the following link to take the 5Essentials Survey: https://survev.Sessentials.org/Illinois/
YEARBOOKS
You can order a copy of this year's yearbook at ybpay.lifetouch.com. Our yearbook ID Code is 12896219. We
also have order forms in the off,rce. The deadline to order yearbooks is March I't.

L

February is Black History Month. Consider teaching your children not only about the good works of Dr.
Martin Luther King but about the works of other great African American heroes. For example, teach your
children about Rosa Parks, the seamstress and civil rights activist whose refusal to give up her bus seat to a
white passenger ignited the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Her small act of nonviolent resistance helped
to forge the way for transportation desegregation across the nation. Her story is part of our shared American
history.
Instead of shying away from hard truths, parents can explain that a long time ago, people were separated
by the color of their skin. Some people did not think that was fair; therefore, men and women of all races
united to make a change. This is a straight-forward example that teaches empathy, cooperation, and the
commonality of a shared goal. It is also away to teach children how to connect their personal experiences

with the larger world.
Black History Month can also be through PBS Learning Media (WTTW Channel I l) which offers
television programming to show children windows into worlds outside their own. PBS Learning Media has
a great lineup of short history lessons featuring the former slave and abolitionist Sojourner Truth, scholar Dr.
W.E.B. DuBois, and others. Also, PBS.org hosts African American Worldfor Kids
a website that is
interactive, informative, and fun.

-

Children's book author, Cheryl Willis Hudson, offers the following suggestions to help your family learn
the importance of Black history this month and throughout the year:

1. Buy a book by an African

American author or illustrator and make it a part of your child's
permanent collection. Books offer a fun and easy way to introduce your children to new cultures
and to help them explore the experiences of people from different backgrounds. Suggestion: This is
the Rope by Jacqueline Woodson.

2.

Look for books that are inclusive and reflect the diversity of our communities. Books help
illustrate that diversity is a natural part of everyday life. Suggestion: I, Too, Am Americaby
Langston Hughes.

3.

4.

When and if children ask questions about race, don't sweep differences under the rug. Give
children simple, concrete explanations when they have questions. Select books that affirm a valued
place for all children Try to find books that will help prepare children for the complex world in
which they live. Suggestion: Martin's Big Words by Doreen Rappaport.
Make sure your selections include contemporary stories. Black History Month is celebration of
not just history but also of culture and experiences, which are readily reflected in picture books,
chapter books, and poetry. Suggestion: Henry's Freedom Box: A True Storyfrom the Underground

Railroad by Ellen Levine.

5.

Seek the suggestions and guidance from knowledgeable cultural experts, booksellers, and
librarians. Coretta Scott King Award-winning titles are always a good place to start for excellence

in text and illustrations.

-----"'2

SPIRIT WEAR
Every Friday at Lincoln School is Spirit Wear Day! Students can wear their spirt wear instead of the
school uniform. Jeans are allowed on Spirit Wear Days as long as the student is wearing spirit wear. If
you need to order Spirit Wear, please go to: http://lincolnschool.deco-schools.com. Any student who is
on any of the Lincoln's sport teams can wear their Lincoln sport uniform on Friday.

Thank you to the parents who are volunteering at Lincoln School! Please know that any parent interested
in volunteering must submit to a police background check through the Village of Lyons Police
Department. If you interested in becoming a parent volunteer, please call Mrs. Kristoff at 708-783-4604.

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART
Jump Rope for Heart is rescheduled Wednesday, February 73,2019. Lincoln School's annual Jump
Rope for Heart is celebrated during all physical education classes. Please consider coming to jump rope
with your child during his or her gym class! The times of our gym classes are:

Dailv schedule of PE classes
8:40am - 9:10am: 4tl'grades

9:lOam - 9:40am:3'd and 4th grades

9:40am- 10:l0am: 3'd grades & 3 - 5 CD
1

0: 1 Oam

-

1

0:40am: Kindergarten

10:40am -1 I :1Oam: 1't grade and Kindergarten
11

:1Oam -1 I :40am: 1't grades

1:00pm -1:3Opm: 5tr' grades
1:30pm - 2:00pm: 5th grades
2:00pm - 2:30pm: 2"d grade &.K-2 CD
2:3Opm - 3:00pm: 2"d grades

SPRING PICTURE DAY _ 2/21119
Our next picture day is February 21$. Siblings can be photographed together on this day. We need
parent volunteers to help! If you are interested in helping, please contact Ms. Smith at 708-783-4607 Information in regard to Spring pictures will be sent home soon.

SMILE ILLINOIS
Any student that signed up for a dental exam through Smile Illinois will have their appointment
rescheduled. We are waiting to hear back from Smile Illinois on our new date.

IMPORTANT DATES:

+

217: Early Release Day at 11:50a.m. and.Parent-Teacher Conferences

*

218: Early Release Day at 11:50a.m.

*

218: PTA Winter Carnival at 6:00p.m.

*

219 Girls Basketball vs. Westchester at 10:50a.m. and Boys Basketball vs. Robinsonat3:25p.m.

*

2ll2:

*

2/13: Jump Rope for Heart

"l
+

2114: Yalentine Day Parties

President Abraham Lincoln's Birthday!

2ll5 and2lIS: No School

* 2l2l: Spring Picture Day
+

2122: Awards Ceremony - Kindergarten to Grade 2 is from 1:00p.m. - 2:00p.m. Grades
from 2:00p.m. - 3:00p.m.

GO LINCOLN! GO PAW PRIDE!
Respectfully,
Tara Kristoff - Principal of Lincoln Elementary School
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5 GPS devices that

will keep kids connected

by Michelle Magee Elfvin
January 24,2019

Michelle Magee Eltuin
There are increasingly more days where I throw on my cutest sweater and an extra coat of concealer
and make my way up to the school doors just to hear, "mom, I want to go to my buddies house." lt
has started to feel like the walk of shame heading back to the car alone. I could save myself so much
time if I had a safe way to communicate before that final school bell.
Our oldest turns 10 this year. He's independent enough to make a decent case for a phone, but
certainly not mature enough to be given one with all the bells and whistles.

These devices aren't just an issue for older kids. Whether your child is in daycare, preschool,
elementary school, has special needs or is simply in need of more independence, at some point
every parent is faced with determining when their child is ready for a GPS-enabled device or a kidsafe phone.
Here are some of the coolest kid-friendly GPS devices on the market for toddlers through tweens on
up.

Relav
This device isn't a watch or a traditional phone, meaning no screen or cyber capabilities. The design
is simple and easy. lt's a small square with a button used for two-way calling, and it comes in all sorts

of colors. You throw it in their backpack or hook it on a belt loop for kids who won't keep a watch on.
It's GPS enabled through an app on your phone and has a simple push-to-talk concept.
$49.99 for the device, $9.99 per month, no contracts.

Angel Sense
This goes a step further and lets you plug in the kids' schedules so you can receive notifications such
as your son/daughter got off at the wrong bus stop; they arrived at school at 8:05 a.m. or they are at
soccer practice.
$99 for the device (and some extras), $39.99 per month service plan, but there are different levels to
choose from depending on if you go monthly or get into a contract.

Watchki
This is an actual kids watch and it comes in blue and pink. lt's the smallest and lightest design, which
makes it perfect for little wrists. The GPS-enabled smartwatch lets you text, call or just listen in to
make sure your child is safe.
$39.99 for the watch, $15.99-$29.99/month depending on the data you need.

DokiWatch
Doki is a slightly bigger watch design, making it perfect for kids over 5. The watch comes in black,
blue and pink, and adds a video calling feature so you can see your child when you call them -- and

they can see you. Another fun feature is they can add their siblings to the contact list on their watches
to send messages to each other as well.

iGPSwatch
This GPS watch phone allows you to not only call and track your children, but takes a few more
precautions. This watch allows you to select a safe zone radius. lf your child steps outside the given
perimeter, you will be notified. It will also set a notification if your child falls or removes the device.
This watch, along with the others also serves special-needs and elderly needs as well.
$119.95 for the watch, $14.95 per month for service.
* Your phone carrier might have devices
specific to your network.

